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gact, and if fully understood would be ' above quoted, as Interpreted by JYudge 'committed to the reform school, but

seen to offer the true means of Chrls-
tian unity.

POWER OF COUNTY CUMMISSIONERS.

There ig not only food for thought but
ground for wonderment in that phase
of Judge Norreil's decision, rendered

4th inst., in the sheep llcense
g:s:hew%:ich relateg to the powers of
coun'ty commissloners. The Summit
county board pazsed an ordinance to
license the business of grazing sheep in
that county, and prescriblng a gradu-
ated scale of license fees proportioned
to the number of sheep ov'~ed by the
Eame MAN. Fthrms?J herd of 2,0vv head the
E] |
"c!:?::?mffle Gustaveson grazed a herd
of that number In that county, but re-
fused to pay the license fee. He was
prosecuted before a justice of the peace
in the county, was defeated and took an
appeal to the distriet court., The case
wag heard on demurrer before Judge
Norrell, under the title of John L.
Boyden' county clerk of Summit coun-
ty, va Sanford Gustaveson, and the de-
clston affirms the right of the county
commissioners to prescribe and enforce
the payment of the lleense fee which
Gustaveson had refused to pay.

The county commmlsaioners claimed
the right to tax the sheep business un-
der gubdivision 11 of sectlon 611 of the
code, which glves them power:

a ense, [Or purpases of regula-
uofinlécrevenue- all and every kind of

not prohlbited by Iaw,
:Jusine:.;!:zd and carrfed on im such
‘ clt-)i'::!tl; e« * to fix the rates of

upon the same, and to pro-

license tax liection thereof, by suit
[ ] L

vide for the'FO
or otherwise. )
rell, as will be seen from

Judge NOUIe ), i Appeared In the

n w
.'f;}'“'f,:ﬁ's},‘.’, Friday last, sustains this
claim, and fully confirms the action and

¢ the board of county com-
?n":;};gr{gsom requiring the payment of
the preseribed Jlcense fee for grazing
sheep in the county. This fee 18 not a
property tax, it is a charge In ad-
ditlgn to all other taxes provided for
by law ffhe average value of sheep
in this State, fOr Asséssment purposes,
is obout §1.76 per head, and the owners
must pay the usual taxes on this valu-

aditlon to the llcensge tax,

atlon, In &
P the subject of iitigation in
3’,’,‘,‘,"29,‘,‘,,'?“ Judge Norrell specially de-

is not double taxation.
ciggg :::th[-;m fixing a limit upon the
amount that the hoard of county com-
missioners May require to be paid as a
licenne fee for the privilege of grazing
sheep In any given county, Judge Nor-
rel holde that there is no such limit.
He says: .
“ as stated by counsel In
ntsthl:uf,fgﬁi, that the power to tax
incliydes the power to destr.oy, but
whatever may be the court's views
as to the policy of such & law, or w

ever douhts the court may have as to
ita re:u:pr:-ediem:y. can have no welght
upon this legal proposition. The law

m be conatrued as it is and not in
M‘éztrdance with any one's doubts as to

tts expediency.”

Under Judge Norrell's decision, then,
the Loard of county commlissioners in
each county In this State may prescribe
80 high a license fee for grazing sheep
in the county that the owner ot" the
sheep eannot possibly pay it The
power to tax' which the board may
exercise, “includes the power to des-
troy:" and the boards of county com-
missioners In thig State may, if they
see fit to do so, utterly destroy the
sheep business within its borders. They
may make it impossible to keep o1
graze a flock of sheep within the limits
of the Btate.

The county commigsioners of each

hat-l

, Norrell, to tax the mining business; and

a8 '‘the power to tux includes the pow-
er to destroy,” they may tax jt so
heavily ns to destroy It. The syllogism
applies to farming, merchandising, and
all other kinds of “business.” It rests
with the county commissioners to say
whether any apecific business shall be
condueted ln the county. They may tax
it to death if they see fit. "They may
]mke up every husiness in the e¢ounty
and tax it to death, and in that way
prevent any husiness (rom belng done
1in the county,

| Housekeeping is a business, and the
county commissioners may tax house-
keepers s0 heavily as to make it im-
ipopsible for them to keep house.
]Whether the raising of ‘Utah's best
crop” could be deserlbed as a “busi-
"ness” may be a matter of doubt. Judg-
Ing by results, however, many excellent
citlzens are making a business of It:
but it 18 certainly to be hoped that

some legal reason c¢an be found for!

holding that {t does not come under

Judge Norrell’'s rule, because some
cranky county board might take a no-
|Lion to tax the industry up to the pro-
hibitory point.

We have read a good deal In Eastern '
papers about rule by the “hosses” and
the ‘“plutocrats,” and about “govern-
ment by Injunction;” but TUtah, ever
true to her destiny of progress and
originality, has gone them all one bet-
ter. She has established, by solemn
legislative enactment, rule by county
commissgioners. It 18 only by the suf-
ferance of these officers that any kind
of husiness exists in the State. At the|r
own sweet will, they can deatroy all
the Industries by which the people live,
and can depopulate the common=
wealth,

Of course the matter will go before
the Htate supreme court, for further
deelsion.

RESULTS

OF CURFEW LAWS,

At'a natlonnl convention of the Boys
and Girls' Home Employment assocla-
tion held at Indianapolls, Indiana, In
1894, a discussion was had of the great

increase of ¢rime among the youth of
American cities, and curfew legisla-
tion was strongly advocated as g

in the two years Tollowing its enforece-
ment not one had been commlitted, Tha
chlef of police of Omaha says that
there has been no cccasion to make an
arrest under the ordlnance, for, he
adds, 'when 9 o’clock comes the children
make it a polnt to go home. It is now
an easy matter [or parents to enlorce
nome rules.” While some of the author-
ties are more enthustastic than othera
regarding the operation of the law
‘here 13 not one who Is adverse In hia
>riticiam of the working and effect of
the ordinance.

“How such a law would operate im
a city of the size of Chicago ¢an be de-
clded only by experience, but the |n-
terests involved are sufficiently Import-
ant to make it worth while to test jts
efficiency. It might be a little more
difficult to enforce such an ordinance
in Chicago than it is in Xansas City

ior Omaha, but this argument s rather

in favor of its adoption than in opposi-
tion to It."
The progress and results of curfew

feginlation comprise an Interesting
phase of soclologieal development In

|the United States at the present time,

They show how the dutjes and functlons
of parents are being transferred to and
assumed by the pollee power of the
State; In other words they show the
growth of patcrnallam in government
of the most pronounced kind. Govern-
ment ownership of public utilitles
would not affect the domain of person-
al duty, privilege and responsibilty to
a degree that compares with the ex-
tent to which that domaln is affected
by government control of the children
of the household.

It seemns to be qulte true that a
large proportion of parents in Amerlecan
cities have lost, or are faillng to ex-
ercise, control over their children; and
this being s0, curfew legislation Is not
only justified but made necessary. The
children must be eared for and con-
troled, and If parents cannot or will
not perform this duty, the police must.
But what sort of men and women wil}
the boys and girle make, who receive
their eariy tralning from the police In-
atead of their parents? What kind of
eitlzens will be produced by a system
that impels hoys and girls to go to their
homes at a reasonahle hour, not be-
cause home attraets them but because
the prison threatens them.

remedy. To the agitation thus begun
the Chicago News attributes the rapld,
spread of such leglslation among the
elties and important towns of the coun-

The News says that over 300 of them
have adopted curfew ordinances within,
about three years, and adds:

“An effort has been made to get a |
consensus of opinlon from the author-
itles of towns in which the law has
been enforced as to ita value from a
moral aspect and In no ingtance has
there been an unfavorahle report, The
mayor of Lincoln, Neb., says that the
law has been a complete surprise to
| both parents and police; that there has
. been a decrease of 76 per cent in the
lnumher of youths arrested and that no

inerease In the number of police has

been necessary. He suys ‘a declded Im-
{ provement in the youth of the elty,
morally and soclally, |8 also noted.’ The
superintendernt of the Nebraska reform
school says there has been a marked

decreage in the number of commit-

ments to that Institution from thoge
cities Iin which the curfew ordinance

is in force. N

"The chief of police of 8t. Jomeph,

Mo.. says that after a seven months'

enforcement of the curfew ordinance
/it has been instrumental in keeping hun.
! dreds of children off the streets and
lthat there has been a reduction of
{ fully 60 per cent in the commltments
to the reform school from that city.

‘The mayor of another city says
that for two years before the adoption

It is too soon to tabulate the resulta
of curfew legislation in Ameriean
eltles.  Walt until a generation of boya

try, which has been in progress sipce./and girls has growp to maturity under

it,and see what sort of husbands,wives,
parents and cltizens they prove to he.
There |s the gravest reason to fear
that the opposite of 1deal manhood and
womanhood will be produced by any
systern that substitutes a grim and
stern pollceman for a kind but firm
parent. '

UTAH FLOUR FOR CHINA.

It i3 well known that Utah produces
more grain than is needed for the sup-
ply of her own people, and thils Is ow-
ing mainly to the flourlshing agricul-

ture of four or five counties. With the
market extended and more remunera-
tive prices for wheat, much more could
no doubt be raised. Enterprising
farmers and flour merchants of Cache
valley have now entered upon the ex-
perlment of findlng a new outlet for
the surplus grain. Some time ago a
young Japanese, a student of the B. Y.
College at Logan, left for his native
land with the purpose {n view of find-
ing a market in Japan for Utah flour,
Others have been at work to see what
can be done by way of gending the
product of the Utah mills to China,
with the result that a sample shlpment
of 50,000 pounds s to he sent to Hong
Eong. Cache valley flour has been se-

county have authority upder the 1aw/of the ordinance fourteen boys were lected for this purpose and those Inter-



