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AVOID CONTENTION.

RECENTLY we treated bricfly
upon the present situntion of affaire
in the world, showing how precisely
some of the pointed predietions of
Joseph Smith the Heer had been and
were being fulfilled. The Saints, in
this connection, were warned
agninst being intluenced by the
false gpirits by which the people
ahroad generally were belng swayed.
Specinl attention was directed to
the spirit of contention cropping
out in various forms and in every
place, this heing the geniug of war
with whieh the nations, according
to the prophecics of Joseph Bniith,
are soon to be distracted. When
this ppirit increases and is fed and
fanned, it ultimately bursts into
opun fiame.

It 18 execedingly important that
the disposition to divide does not ob-
tain in the midst.of the Latter<day
Haints. If it is allowed to grow, then
there is trouble ahead in it most dis-
tasteru?! form. There Is no aflifc-
tion so great as that which ensues
from internal contention. Outside
pressure In the fornt of pemsecution
is frequently the cause of greater
good than ill, if there nre no interior

" jarring clements, because it tends to
stil greater solidifieation, whieh
means increased strength.

Observation  increascs solieitude
for the avoidatee of division and
contention in the midat of the com-
munity. Instances arire which in-
dieate the incipient stages of pulling
apart. They appear in  various
ghapes. Bome are in the form of
doetrinal theories. Bomeone is struck
with nn idea of o novet character,
or it may be a new thought re-
vamped.  Without due considera-
tion it is given to the people
as tenching. ["rolably not sufflei-
ent weight I8 given by the exponent
of the partieular theory to the neces-
sity of ascertaining whether it com-
ports with the revelations of Jesus
Christ, or, in other words, whetlier
or not it Is true. Bhould it happen
to be unsound, hurtful impressions
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are made, offenses are produced, and
division and contention ensue.

Nothing is clearer in connection
iwith the Gospel than that its ex-
pounders should be sure that their
teachings are upon n sound basis. It
tiiere is a discrepancy between a
favorite individual theory and the
revelntions given to the Church, the
theory should go out of sight, es-
pecially so far ns teaching it to the
people is concerned.

Business difficultles are a prolifie
source of division and n cnuse of
mnuch  iM-feeling. [n “these af-
fairs each should keep in mind
the Chrietinn axionm, 1t ia bet-
ter to sufler wrong than to
do wrong.*’ If the parties on each
side were fully imbued with this
disposition, differences would be
comparatively uvosy of settlement.
Each would seek not to gam ad-
vantage over his neighbor, but to
reach the justice of the questionat
issue. When sclfishness is climin-
ated from a controversy this is easy
of ascertainment, and the matier is
adjusted on that basis. That one
party to a difficulty is unreasonable
provides no excuse for the other le-
ing influenced by the same spirit.
Justice dumands that when n per-
pon feels he I8 wronged he should
make every cffort to convince the
offender of the fact, but that does
not menn that he should guarrel
about the matter or encourage nnd
cultivate in his heart a spirit of re-
venge, even when he knows he hns
been injured.

Jenlousfes In busincss mnatters nre
despicable in every form. 8o are
jealousies in every department of
itfe. 1If one man sces another pros-
pering to n greater degree than he is,
envy should not enter his soul. No
mnan is willing to ackpowledge that
he is animated by this sinister sen-
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timent. But there Is no need that
he should. The evidence of its
presence is unmistakable. When-

ever he decries, condemnns or sneers
at those he esteems lo be his rivals,
these are but the poisvnous out-
growths of the canker, the seeds of
whieh he has permitted to be planted
in his mind. The sooner he tears
the unsightly shrub out by the roots
the better it will be for his spiritual
growtll. Otherwise his soul will
shrivel and wilt. These jealousies
constitute an element of division.
They have operated in that way
from the beginning, and they are
more active now than they should
be, by a long way.

To be jealous of nnother from any
cause is bad in root and braneh. If
there be men who cannot see an-

[other ndvance beyond their own
status, intellectually or temporally,
they are laeking in one of the chiefl
constituents of greatness. The ex-
pansive soul rejoices nt the increase
tof intelligence nnd prosperity, be-
| cause it swells the beneficent eflect
upon the whole.

Every harsh gpirit should bLe
avoided by those whose duty 1t is to
minister amonyg the people—especi-
ally in the spiritual things of the
kingdom. Its application may pro-
duce in some a seeming conform-
ity to what ts dusired, but when
that is the cause of n change
of conduct the reformation is not
Insting. To comfort, a8 well as in-
atruct, is one of the highest fune-
tions of a servant of God. Thunder
and forked lightning may terrify,
hut 1t is the gentle doew and genial
sunshine which soothe, treshen,
and make glad. FElectrie storms

are neediul occaslonally to clear the
atmosphere, but happily they are far
apart, while the pattering rain. sue-
eecded by the smiles and warmth of
the orb of day, are the cheering and
productive, life-giving conditions of
the eluments.

In a revelation which opens on
page 349 of the Book of Doctrine and
Covennnts,theLord shows clearly the
chiclcauseof afflictionsw hich visited
the Church in its carly rise. We
quote:  “Behold, 1 say unto you,
there were jarrings nnd contentions,
and envyings, and strifes, nnd lust-
ful and covetous desires among
them.”? Beeing that the wspirit of
contention isabroad in theearth,
and ax it is plain that every spirit
that sweeps over the world finds
some foothold nmong the Haints,
speein] eare should be taken to note
the nature of causes of division and
to act acenrdingly by shunning them.
It may be sately said that he who
gives way to the epirit of contention
will be sure to get into serious
trouble.

THE JURY LIST,

—

Tiig, annual selection of two hun-
dred names of suitable persons to
serve a8 grand and petit jurors is
conducted under whnat is khown as
the oland law. The choosing is
donu from the roll of taxpayers, and
the operators are the Probate Judge
of the County in which the district
court holds its sessions, and the
elerk of the distriet court.

The statute recognized two some-
what distinet elnssce in the commn-
nity, nnd as the clerk was presumed
to belong to one and the Probate
Judge to the other, the mensure
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