
THE DESERET
low countrymen who had hitherto been
compelled to pay exorbitant rates for
the mail service and to send and re-
ceive letters was for a poor person anah
expensive luxury petitions from all
parts of the country were sent up to the
house of commons urging an invests
gation of hills plan and a committee
was appointedapppoianted to consider the merits of
ahe proposed reform one penny was
the feee suggestedug ted for letters weighing
not more than half an ounce

three years elapsed before the system
was established and as an experiment

eight cents was at first
charged per letter but soon the pres-
ent rate of one penny in england was
finally adopted the great increase in
the busibusinessnets in the postoffices conse-
quent on the adoption of the penny
postage necessitated a more
bious method of payment otof the fee and
the postal authorities issued a notice
offeringoff tring a reward of iceoi coo for a
plan whereby the end in view a more
efficient way of prepayment cf letters
could be obtained among the
stationary issued by isaac pitman
from the publishing office was a
sheet of mottoes er graved in the
shorthand characters diamond in
shape and gummed on back to be
uselinused in securing the envelopes similar
to those previously mentioned in this
paper mr pitman communicated with
the postal authorities ending
that sheet 12 by 20 inches squares

in number 12 in a row and 20
cows deep each squarequares representing
a8 peonypenny in value and the whole equiva-
lent to one sovereign or twenty shi ings
and each line one shilling gummed on
back similar to his sheet of mottoes
that a stamp affixed to a letter shou d be
its frank and could be deposited at any
receiving place appointed lorfor this pur-
pose also by this method much trouble
and expense would be avoided in keep-
ing accounts and auditing the same
he also put forth a prospectus in grea-

ter detail and loging that these
stamps might be a ready method of
transmitting small sums by letter the
lords of the treasury readily saw its
feasibility and adaptability and at once
cotinseledcounseled with the eminent firm of de
la rue card playing manufacturers and
label printers of bonhill row london
torlor engraving and printing the sheets
and but a few weeks elapsed before they
were issued to the general public and
accepted with great favor at the out-
set

ou-
tlet the squares had to be separated
by knife or scissors later on the sys-
tem of perforation was adopted As
the uniform rate of postage had come to
tebe adopted by all nainationsions so the pe
borated stamp has followed

the benefits of this great boon to
toanmankindkind were only by degrees made
wanwangertgest not only for the pregalprepaymentment
of letters have stamps been
utilized but national revenue taxes are
polopaid in thisI1 way and even in the british
law courts the ates on filing papers
topetc are affixed by means of stamps L

sued of different ceeenominations

S arty years have nearly elapsed since
thesethaetwotwo inventions issued from the
name active brain with no flourish otof
trumpets navehave gone forth as a bene
fiction to the world at large oe
fitting to close with an extract from a
characteristic letter written in may

and printed in the reform spelling
ted by mr pitman in answer to

an inkiinvitationtation to visit its writer in lon-
don

mei traveling bayz ar over at 83
metmei eneria iz danli ekwal tu desk
burk from 9 tu 6 with ananoura reerestt alterafter
lunch and down hill tu mei
ofis aweis a day I1tillill tu or three weeks
ago I1 kaim tu mei ofis bitat 6 and went
hoamboam tu breakfastbrek fast in a bath chair as I1 du
now tu lunch and diner

honor to whom honoris due
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TRAVELS IN NEW ZEALAND

TE PUKE bay of plenty N Z
J may ard3rd 1897

having read many very interesting re-
ports from elders laboring in various
parts of the lords vineyard we thought
perhaps a letter from this far off land
might also be read with ininteresterest if the
same may find space in our columnscolumnis

having been requested by our reremovedbelovedloved
president E F richards to travel
overland to attend our annual confer-
ence in Waira rapa in company with el-
der david H packard the writer left
his heheadquartersad quarters at te aroha haurahauraniHa i

on march 3rdard for two days I1 was ac-
companiedcompanied by elderelcer thomas butter-
field and alterafter crossing several bicken
bridges and swimmingng our horses dur-
ing the day we wtwirere obliged to spend
our first night by the side ofodthethe wait ouon
river and wait for the flood to subside
recertrecent rains having flooded the country
and made many of the roads impassa-
ble on the even ng of the ath I1 ar-
rived at the river near

and wv as met by elders packard and
mcdonald needlessNeecless to say the meet-
ing was a happy one as elder packard
and myself grew up together in spring
ville utah county the following sun-
day being general fast day was spent
at te puke and on monday prepara-
tions were made torfor a con inua tion of
our journey

on Tuetuesdayday we resumed our travels
and on the evening of the loth arrived
at one of the most
noted places of new zealand on ac-
count otof is hot lakes geysersgeyseis etc and
were soon enjoying a hot bath in one otof
the many pools musjused for that purpose
thethea e baths which are considered won-
derful for their healing qualities can
only be appreciated by those who have
erjoyed them and hundreds visit them
yearly for the bebenefitbefit of their health

aside from the batts the beope of
this place are wonderfully blessedbless td inin
being able to do all their cooking by
means of the e hot pools and steam
potatoes puddings etc are placed in
sma I1 flflax bags and hung into the boil-
ingng water while bread cakes etc are
bbakedaked by placing the respective ke ties
in holes dug in the ground and covered
with dirt the heatbeat being sufficient to do
the baking

alter spending one night at the above
place we resumed our journey and on
the evening ctcf the lath arrived at

but found no one at
home while pondering over our situa
tion and how we would provide food
and shelter for ourselves the writer be-
gan with his companions to find a
mtim ansana otof entrance to one of the houses
belongingbelongai I1to a saint and lotlol he found
the door key hidden snugly under the
acor sill and all were soonoon comfortably
located inside and busy preparing sup-
per

elder mcdonald acted aa bakerbaeri while

elders packard and waters repairedrepaire totithe garden for potatoes and cabbage
these were prepared and placed in a
small flax bag wittiwith a dradrawstringdraw string at toethetop and thenthe a placed over a small steam
hole nearbynear by which by the way is about
the hottest place we ever saw after
being covered with bags to partially en-
close the steamm they were lett foror about
twenty five minutes then taken out and
wereere ready for the table meanwhile
bread was ready and all enjoyed a good
supper and the days events closed with
another bath this place is also noted
lorfor its wonders one of the greatest
being known as the alum cavegreataqa
our arising next morning a wonderful
sight presented itself in the many steam
jetsI1eis to be seen while on every hand
were of boiling seething water
the whole bringing to mind both from
sight andana smell the sectarian hell of thetha
lake f fire and brimstone

brtbreakfastalfast was prepared in the usual
manner after which we left for other
quarters calling at a native settlement
during the day we were pleased to meet
the owner of the house we had recently
occupied arardd to him we related our ex 1

penancespenen ces the whole meetingeting with his i
nearlyhearty approval we spent the follow4 i

ing sunday march at maroa
among the faintssaints we held meetings 1

with them blessed a baby and gave
them much advice and instruction cal

foror their future welfare
on monday the 15 h we bid elder

mcdonald farewell and elder packard
and myself resumed our journey preach
ing the dospel wherever opportunity
presented itself the following sunday
being spent at an enjoyablee
timetime wwasa also spent here and the lol 4

lowing day we again resumed our trav
els at Mangamate we stopped overovar
night with some saints and on prepreparepar
ing to leave on the morrow we were
preepreheated with fifteen shillings each to
help us on our way we were also ddij t

to take a road shorter than he
one we had intended to travel thereby
saving us much climbing of hills abidiand
other inconvenience we could not nn v

1
4

der tand why we had money given us as
both supposed we had money enough 0o
pay all necessary expenses we learnalearnedok
however that our heavenly pathfather
knows more about our needs than vmft
do as our train fares were much higher
than we had expected v

we arrivedarrived at palmerston
of the ma district on fredm

march but the elders laboring09thereherei were absent being in the lower or
south end of their district we trivtrav J

aled on to a feww mimila
further south and spent sunday with tle
saints place

Asae an account of the conference ha I1
no doubt already been sent to your eat
gumns for publication it is needles to ra
peat more than that an enjoyable ciatatiata I1
was had 1

our return journey commenced april
ath and was of course by rail to fal ll
merstonmerstoa where we made arrangemaw J
to hodho d meeting with the
saints of that place on sunday eveeveningQ
these completed we walked to ngaw
ha karau a distance 0 nine miles ok i

katurdsaturdayla evening where we held sol 1

bath schoolschool and sacrament inetmeetingtili
with he maori saints we then got 0
horses and returned to palmerston t
fill the appointment previously made I1
atiat evening asides the saints aafafirfkjr
outside visitors wwereere prpresentbesent and a fotia i


