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THE DESERET to
which constitute the spiritualeral quorumsqu

authorities of the church otherwise there can
be no appeal from their decision sec avii

30 32
in other words there can be no ap-

peal from the decision of the first presi-
dency of the church except their de-
cision be rendered in unrighteousness
and without love and charicharitytv etc and
in that case the appeal would have to be

taken to the assembled bodies of the
priesthood it means that when the
twelve apostles are acting as presidents
of the church and they render a de
deioncasion affecting the welfare of the
church or on doctrine their is abso-
lutely no appeal fromom their decision
excepting it is rendered in unrighteous-
ness and the same would apply of
necessitywes sitY to a decision rendered by the
seventy in the absence of the first
presidency and twelve if such a thing
could be thought of at all thus how
glorious and how perfect is the organiza-
tion of the priesthood which god al

established in the earth forhasatyalastwe last time and it is the duty of men
who bear this priesthood to study itir and
to learn the principle of government
andod each to understand hisbis duty and his
colace and keep himself in his place and
mnththe line of his duty then there will
boobe no clashing no contention and nno0
CUtorder in the house of god for the
housebouse of god isis a house of order

there is much more that might be
nud on this subject but I1 want to refer
tty justast one other passage of scripture
AOispeakingaking to the whole church the
I1fjordQI1 in a revelation given in 1841

hoftsys
verilyeerilyI1 isayI1 assy unto you I1 now give unto you

jg officers belonging to my priesthood that
TIB bittay holdbold the keys thereof even the priest
wath which is after the order of Melchi sedek

is alterafter the order of my only begotten

ftfe I1 givelve unto youvou hyrumarum smith to be a
untotito you to hold the sealing blessings

of church even the holy spirit 0off promise
mayy

thorby yye arere sealed up unto the day of rerc
that ye may not tailfall notwithstanding

of temptation that may come upon
you

my servant joseph to be aI1 rivegive unto you
wydine olderelder over all my church to be a

revelator a seer and prophetwr a
1I give unto him for counselors my servant

difley5 Rig dolk and my william law
constitute a quorum and firstMWt these waymay

to receive the oracles for the whole

haechhnuth Sec 1123 IA

this I1is the pattern this is the law this
teIs the way the church is organized this
athe way the priesthood is to be gov-
erned the lord hashac not only corncom

it but has set the example by
the three presidents of the

church and I1 tell you that this order
off the priesthood cannot be done away
it is not lawful or right torfor the church of0
conw christ of latter day saints totany great length of time without an
organization of three first presidents of

4 church for that is the order of the
priesthood it is their right to receive
theitee gifts of revelation and inspiration
andnd of blessing upon all the church
andad the first president is the mouthpiece
of god the revelator the translator the
seaeer and the prophet of god to the
wholedechurchchurch ititisis he who holds the
keys of this holy priesthood the keys
which unlock the doors of the temples
of0 god and of the ordinances of his
house for the salvation of the living and
the redemption of the dead itt is he
who holds the sealing power by which
man may bind on earth and it shall be

bound in heaven and by which men
duly authorized and appointed of him
who holds the keys may loose on earth
and it will be loosed in heaven this is
the order otof the holy priesthood and
any departure from it is a crime against
the law of god a crime against the
church of jesus of latter day
saints those men who wouldwoud do away
with the presidency of the church
would commit a crime against god and
would do a grievous and irreparable
wrong to the church and to all those
who were seeking life eternal through0 h
ane preaching otof the gospel ththeygy
would shut up the doors of the
temples and shut up the heavens that
there should be no power among men
they would stop the carrying out of the
pattern that god has given by which
his work is to be perpetuated in the
earth and the gospel carried to every
creature

the lord goes on with this pattern
I1 give unto you my servant brigham young

to be a president over the twelve traveling
council which twelve hold the keys to open
up the the authority of my kingdom upon the
four cornerscomers of the earth and after that to send
my word to every creature

they are heber C kimball parley P
pratt orson pratt orson hyde william
smith john taylor john E page wilford
woodruff willard richards george A smith

david patten I1 have taken unto myself be-
hold his priesthood no man from him
but verilyvenly I1 say unto you another may be ap-
pointed unto the same calling

and again I1 say unto you I1 give unto you a
high council for the corner stone of zion
sec

and so the lord gives to the church
not only the pattern but he name the
officers who were chosen otof him to fill
these various quorums of the priesthood
at that time there isis not one iota of
the plan which he instituted that can be
dispensed with every quorum must be
kept in existence and be kept alive
they must be entrusted with the re-
sponsibility otof their various callings and
duties inin the church in order that the
church may be blameless in the sight of
god perfect in its organization and fufull11

of light and inspiration and power
from the almighty when these things
are not danecdone there is a blemish there is
something lalackingking so when there is a
vacancy in a council otof the priesthood
we should hasten with wisdom and pru-
dence and with prayerfulness of heart

not in too much haste to fill the
vacancy that every quorum of the
priesthood may be perfect in its organi-
zation

I1

and the church be properly or-
ganizedgani zed no man can put too much
stress upon these things without them
there is no government without obe-
dience to these rules and patterns that
god has given the church is not per
factlect but with these quorums organized
and this authority diffused among the
body down to the very teRteacherschers that
visit you in your homes then the church
is organizedorgan zed after the pattern and plan
that god has instituted and it is perfect
in itself like a perfect man even like
christ jesus who was perfect with
head with eyes and ears and mouth
arms legs and trunk and with every
part perfect in itself performingpei forming the
duties belonbelongingng to it so that there may
be no inefficiency in the work of the
ministry or in the edifying of the body
olof christ you lop off one otof these
quorumsqu and you lop off the head per-
haps or the legs or the arms or the
feet or you put out the eyes or youou

shut the mouth in this way you maita
the priesthood of god and you brinbrine
confusion and discord into its ranks boffol-
lowed by disorganization and disintegra-
tion I1 want to say to this congregation
that while we live to whom god has en-
trusted the watch care of this peopledpeople
there shall be no defect in these organi-
zationszations so long as he shall give us
power to maintain them in their perfect
condition and order we will see to fait
by the help of god and we will not
shrink from our duties though mealetbget into the dark and accuse and up-
braid us and say all manner of evil
against us falsely we care not for that
for the work of god isis resting upon us
and upon all the people every man
and woman who is a member bears and
legitimately should bear a portion of
the responsibility of cacarryingff yingi on this
great and glorious latter day work

may god bless you and may he bless
all those who bless zion and all those
who sustain in their hearts and faith the
constituted authorities of the church
and hold them up before the lord inilk
righteousness and pray for them pray
for the remission of their sins if they
havebave sinned pray that god willvill not
suffer them to be led into temptation
pray that they may be strong in their
callings pray that god may not with-
draw his hand from them to leave them
to themselves but that he may have his
hand stretched over them day by day
and hour by hour for their guidance
prosperity and success in administering
the ordinances of the gospel and the
word of the lord and the principles and
rights of government in the midst of the
saints that the church may be kept in-
tact and that the people of god mayrmay
grow and advance until the perfect day
this is our work and our mission and
we are doing the best we can with our
imperfections for we are weak men
we have not the honor nor the glory
it is gods he has chosen the weak
in order that the glory may be his to
whom it rightfully belongs it is godgodsgodaa
work and not mans 1I1 want to say to
this body of priesthood here learn your
duty learn to sustain the authorities 0oc
the church of jesus christ of latterday saints and if one of the twelve
apostles or one of the first presidency
or anybody claiming authority to guide
or direct the people comes out in oppo-
sition to the united counsel of the priest-
hood of godod set him down as a de-
ceiver and a fraud and one that you can
not afford to follow for if yon do follow
him you will go astrayastrab gods work isi
established it is built upon a solid foun
dation the foundation of the gospel
and the eternal priesthood which is
without beginning of days or end of
years without father or mother and
without desceiv from everlasting to
everlasting it is the power otof god
delegated to men and they that exerexercise
it in righteousness will stand while thethey
that exerciseexercise it in unrighteousness wig
fall no matter who they may be

god bless israel god bless our ven
erable and venerated president wilford
woodruff keep him from sickness pain
and suffering give to him brightness
of mind and power of intellect give to
him strength of body and of mind and
inspiration from god ththatt he waymay be a
prophet a seer and a revrevelatorlator in very
deed to the body of the church and to
all the priesthood of the son of godgocka
upon the earth that his days may be
prolonged that he may live until he shall


