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The Saints residing on the Mancos
pumber about forty families, or 250
souls. They all live'in a scattered con-
dition on their farms, and are nearly all
doing well financially. In all my travels
among the Saints in this inter-mountain
region, ] have never seen such a coun-
try as this. The whole valley and sur-
rounding hills and mountains are cov-
ered with almcst endless torests of cedar
and plne; it is mostly cedar in the
valleys. Ip order to make farms the
settlers have to cut down the timber
and wood, almost the same as the peo-

le in the eastern states and Canada

ave to clear farms in the timber. Thus
we find on the Mancos extensive wheat
fields where the timber has been re-
moved, while on the intervening ridges
the cedars stand undisturbed in all their
primitive beauty, lending Interest and
romance to the landscape. In some
places I also noticed young orchards set
out in the edge of native groves of
cedar, which served to protect the young
trees from the cold winds of the north,

Most of the Saints on the Mancos
reside in a little valley of their own,
commonly known as the Webber, thus
named for the man who first located
there. This valley extends north and
south about nine miles, and has an
average width of two miles. The main
Mancos valley, which extends in a sort
of crescent shape from northeast to
sottthwest, tollowing the main course of
the stream, is mostly inhabited by non-
Mormons, some of whom settled there
before our people began to locate in
this country in 1880, The town of
Mancos, containing perhaps upwards of
one hundred inhabitants, 13 situated on
the river; it has one large business
bouse, and a number of smaller olles; a
newspaper, /e Mancos Times, is also
published here, The Latter-day Saints
meeting house is situated on the west
side of a hill about 3 mile south west
of the town of Mancos. The railway
depot, on the Denver and Rio Grande
Southern railway, is ¥ mile northwest
of the town. But the people do not
patronize the road very much, as the
tare, 10 cents a mile, is considered ex-
tortionate, and when it comes to hauling
freight, it can be laken cheaper by
teams than by rail, according to the
present rates, Hence most of the peo-
ple who visit Durango, which is forty
miles distant by rail and only thirty
miles by wagon road, generally travel
in their old-fashioned way. Qur people
in the Webber have lately built a school-
house of their own, and the lady-teacher
engaged for this winter is a member of
the Church,

The facilities for more settlers here
are most excellent, and the good Saijnts,
many of whom possess much more land
than they can cultivate, extend a hearty
imvitation to come in and share the
“'“atness” of the soil and the grand
natural advantages of the Mancos coun-
try with them, We ought to havea much
more numerous community here than
we have at present; and I would not
hesitate to use my personal influence
with those of my co-religionists who are
in searchsof good homes to cast their
eyes upon the [fertile cedar-covered
lands on the Mancos before they decide
upon locating in less favored spots of
tlie earth. Geo. Halls, formerlyv, of
Huntsville, Utah, is the Bishop of the
Mancos ward, and his counselors are
Hiram M. Taylor and Samuel 5. Ham-
mond. Elder Soren Jensen, long and

: — -
favorably known by a host of {riends in

Utah. and Arizona, owns one of the
finest farms on the Mancos. Last night
I addressed a large congregation of
Saints and strangers on CEurch history
in the meeting house. The non-Mor-
mons on the Mancos as a rule are
friendly disposed toward the Saints, and
both parties seem to cultivate a spirit
of peace and friendship toward each
other. It is not at all unlikely that a
number of the non-members here will
embrace the fulness of the Gospel in
the near future, At the late conference
held here a large number of strangers
were in attendance, and seemed to be
highly interested in the discourses de-
livered on that occasion.

I have now finished my labors in the
San Juan Stake, and start this moiming
by team for Durango, thence by rail to
the San Luis valley.

ANDREW [ENSON,

A MEMORABLE RACE.

Referring to some old-time racer, the
Breeder and Sportsman republishes the
following description of a race that
stands vnparalleled in this country, or
puerhape any other, taken from Ao oly
western puper. 1t has paseed from tbe
memory of many and wili ve news to
the publie at lurge.

In 1839, Bt. Josepb, Mo.,. was the
terminus of rajliroad ocommunication.
Beyond, the stage coavh, Lhe saddle
horse, the ox team anda prafrie
sehouvner were the means of transporta-
tion thence to the Rockies and the
Pacific slope.

lo the winter of 1859-60 there wasa
Wall street lobby at Washington trying
to got §5,000,00U for cafrying the mail
overiand for one year between New
York apd San Francisco. The propo-
sition was extremely cheeky, and Wil
ltam H. Ruseeil, bucked by Secrstary
of War Floyd, reenlved to give the
lobby a cold Bhower bath, He there-
fore oflered to bet $200,000 tbhat he
couid put on 8 mall trvis HBacramento,
(al., to Bt. Joeeph, Mo., that could
muke the udistance—]1950 miles—in ten
days. The bet was tauken and Aprii
12th fixed upon 88 the day for starting.

Mr. Russell called upon his partner
and general manager of business upon
the plains, A. B. Miller, and seked him
if he could perform the teat,

Milier replied:

“Yer, air, I will go ii, and by a pony
express.?’

To accomplish this Miller purohased
300 of the flesteat horses he could fiod
in the West and employed 1256 men.
Eighty of these men were to be post
riuera, These he selected with rofer-
ence to their Jigbht weight and known
courage, Il was very essentinl that
the horses be loaded as light Bs possible;
theretore, the lighter the mun the bet-
ter, It was necessary thal some por-
tiona of the route should be made at the
rate of twenty miles an bour,

The horses were etalioned from ten
to twenty milps apart, and each rider
would be reguired te ride eixty
miies. For 1he ehapge of anlmais
and the shifting of the malls two
minutes were allowed. Where
there were no stage stations at proper
distances, tents eutficient to accom-
modute one man and {wWo horses would
be provided. Indians would sometimes
give chaee, but their cayuse ponies
made but sorry show in their stern

chsse after Miller’s thoroughbreds,
many of whigh couid make » single
mile in 1:46.

Ali arrangements befing completed, a
signal gun on the eteamer Bacramento
proclaimed the meridian of the 12th of
April, 1868—the bour for starting—
when Border Ruffian, Mr. Miller’s
private saddle horee, with Billy
Baker iD the saddle, bounded
away toward the- fcothille in the
Slerra Nevada, and made his ride of
twenty milee in forty-nine minutes.
The snhows were deep in the moun-
tains and one rider was lost for sev-
era] hours In a srowstorm, and afler
the Salt Liake Valley was reasched, ad-
ditional speed became necessary Lo
reach St, Joseph on time, From there
all went well until the Platte was to
he orossed at Julesburg. The river
was up and runping rapidly, but into
the flood the rider plunged his boree,
only, however, to mire and dfown in
the guicksand.

The courier succeeded in resching
the shore with the mail bag in hand,
and traveled ten miles on foot to reach
the next relay. Johuony Fry, a popu-
lar, rider of the day, was to take the
finish, He had sixty mlles to ride and
six bours to do it with, When the laat
courier arrived at the sixty mile post,
out from St. Joseph, he was one bour
bebind time. A heavy rain bad pel in
anu the road was slippery, Two bun-
dred thousand dJollars turned upon a
slpgle minute. Fry had just three
boura and thirty minutes in which lo
win. This was the finish of 1be Jong-
est race for the largesl stake ever run
ion America.

When the time for hisarrlval wase
nearly up at least 5,000 people stood
upon the river bank, with eyes turned
toward the woous from which the
horse snd rider shortly emerged lnto
the open couptry in the rear of Eim-
wood, one mile irom the fnlsh. Tick!
tick! tick! went thousands of walches,
The time wae neariy up—bul seven
mivutes remained. Hark! a shout,
goeg up from the assembled throng:
“He come:! He come:!?? The noble
little man. *‘Sviph,’? the daughter of
ssfattle Arthur,?? darts like an arrow
from the bow and makes the run of the
last mile in 1:50, landing on the ferry-
voat with Hve minutes snd ten seconds
to spah |
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A FRIBKY young woman of Indirns,

not yet 238 yeara old, has been already

mairied and divoreed four times.

W. N. Nesbit 8r., William N.Neabit
Jr., W. R. Nesbit, Fred Jonerson, 8.
D. Billington, James Holdsworth,
Thomae Wilson, and F.D. Beamer
were arrested at Idaho City yesterday
charged with limplication in 1he
Quartzburg robbery. All the acouseu
are Utah men. W. N. Nesbit Jr, had
been suspected of the robbery, but it
was thought auvisaple to arrest and
search the entire party., Un youdg
Nesbit was found $245 1a pold coin,
Among the gold coipns stolen Was &an
an English snverign and such 8 coln
was fuund among the money cONCealed
on Nesbit’s pereon, He was beld and
all 1he others were discharged, He
claims to have drawn the money {rom
a Utab bapk before going to Quartz.
burg. The robbery ocourred Qctoher
5, $1,200 in gold bullion and gold coin
velpg taken from the safe in the oflica
of the mining company.




