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the saints residing on the mancos
number about forty families or
souls they all live in a scattered con-
dition on their farms and are nearly all
doing well financially in all my travels
among the saints in this intermountaininter mountain
region I1 have never seen such a coun-
try as this the whole valley and sur-
rounding hills and mountains are cov-
ered with almost endless forests of cedar
and pine it is mostly cedar in the
valleys in order to make farms the
settlers have to cut down the timber
and wood almost the same as the peo-
ple in the eastern states and canada
haveeleave to clear farms in the timber thus
we find on the mancos extensive wheat
fields where the timber has been re-
moved while on the intervening ridges
the cedars stand undisturbed in all their
primitive beauty lending interest and
romance to the landscape in some
places I1 also noticed young orchards set
out in the edge of native groves of
cedar which served to protect the young
trees from the cold winds of the north

most of the saints on the mancos
reside in a little valley of their own
commonly known as the webber thus
named for the man who first located
there this valley extends north and
south about nine miles and has an
average width of two miles the main
mancos valley which extends in a sort
of crescent shape from northeast to
southwest followinglowingtol the main course of
the stream is mostly inhabited by non
mormonscormonsMor mons some of whom settled there
before carour people began to locate in
this country in 1880 the town of
mancos containing perhaps upwards of
one hundred inhabitants is situated on
the river it has one large business
house and a number of smaller ones a
newspaper the mancos times is also
published here the latter day saints
meeting house is situated on the west
side 0of a hill about ya mile south west
of the town of mancos the railway
depot on the denver and rio grande
southern railway is ya mile northwest
of the town but the people do not
patronize the road very much as the
tare io10 cents a mile is considered ex-
tortionatetorti onate and when it comaicomes to hauling
freight it can be taken cheaper by
teams than by rail according to the
present rates hence most of the peo-
ple who visit durango which is forty
miles distant by rail and only thirty
miles by wagon road generally travel
in their old way our
in the webber have lately built a school-
house of their own and the lady teacher
engaged for this winter is a member of
the church

the facilities for more settlers here
are most excellent and the good saints
many of whom possess much more land
than they can cultivate extend a hearty
invitation to come in and share the
fatness of the soil and the grand

natural advantages of the mancos coun-
try with them we ought to have a much
more numerous community here than
we have at present and I1 would not
hesitate to use my personal influence
with thothosethoee of my co religionists who are
in search of good homes to caacast their
eyes upon the fertile cedar covered
lands on the mancos before they decide
upon locating in less favored spots otof
the earth geo halls formerly of
huntsville utah is the bishop of the
mancos ward and his counselors are
hiram M taylor and samuel S ham-
mond elder soren jensen long and

favorably known by a host of friends in
utah and arizona owns one of the
finest farms on the mancos last night
I1 addressed a large congregation of
saints and strangers on church history
in the meeting house the non mor
mons on the mancos as a rule are
friendly disposed toward the saints and
both parties seem to cultivate a spirit
of peace and friendship toward each
other it is not at all unlikely that a
number of the non members here will
embrace the falness of the gospel in
the near future at the late conference
held here a large number of strangers
were in attendance and seemed to be
highly interested in the discourses de-
livered on that occasion

I1 have now finished my labors in the
san juan stake and start this morning
by team for durango thence by rail to
the san luis valley

ANDREW JENSON

A MEMORABLE RACE

referring to some old time races the
breeder and Spsportsman republishes the

i following of a roicerace that
stands unparalleled in this country or
perhaps any other taken from an old
western paper itIs hashaa passed from tinethe
memory of many and will be vowsnews to
theabe public at large

in 1859 st joseph mo waswag the
terminus of railroad communication
beyond the stage the saddle
horse the ox team and prairie
schooner were the means of transporta-
tion thence to the rookiesbookies and the
pacific slope

in the winter of 1859 60 therehere was a
wall street lobbyistlobby at washington trying
to get for carrying the mallmail
overland torfor one year between new
yorkfork and san francisco the propo-
sition was extremely cheeky and wil-
liam H Rusrussellbell backed by secretary
of war floydjaloyd resolved to give the
lobby a cold shower bath he there
torefore offered to bet that he
could put on a mallmail from sacramento
cal to st joseph mo that could
make the diedistancetance 1950 miles in ten
days the bet was taken and april

fixed upon as the day for starting
mr russell called upon his partner

and general manager of business upon
the plains A B miller and asked him
itif he could perform the teat

bilier replied
ye airsair I1 will do it and by a pony

expressex preB 0

to accomplish thisthia miller purchased
of the fleetest horses hebe could find

I1 in the west and employed men
eighty of these men were to be postpoet
riders these be selected with refer-
ence to their light weight and known
courage it waswaa very essential that

horses be loaded as I1lightight asaa possible
therefore the lighter the mauman the bet
ter it waswag necessary thatthai someborne por-
tions of the routeroute should be made at the
rate of twenty milesmilea an hour

the horses were estatiostationedned from ten
to twenty mis apart and each rider
would be required tto ride sixty
miles porfor the change of animae
and the shifting of the mails two
minutes were allowed where
there were no stage stations at proper
distances tents sufficient to accom-
modate one man and two horses would
be provided indiansindiana would sometimes
givedive chase but their cayusecay use ponies
made but sorry show in their stern

chase after Millmillerserts thoroughbreds
many of which could make a single
mile irkin

all arrangements being completed a
signal gun on the steamer sacramento
proclaimed the meridian of the of
april 1869 the hour for starting
when border ruffian mr millermillersIs
private saddle horse with billy
baker in the saddle bounded
away toward the fccoothilla in the
sierra nevada and made his ride of
twenty miles in forty nine minutes
the snows were deep in the moun
bains and one rider was lost for sevbev
oraleral hours in a snowstorm and after
the salt lake valley was reached ad-
ditionalditional speed became necessary to
reach st joseph on time from there
all went well until the platte was to
be crossed at Ju lesburg the river
was up and running rapidly but into
the flood the rider plunged his horse
only however to mire and drown in
the

the courier succeeded in reaching
the shorechore with the mail bag in hand
and traveled ten miles on foot to reach
the next relay johnny pryfry a popu-
lar rider of the day waswaa to take the
fin lebish he had sixty miles to ride and
six boors to do it with when the latlast
courier arrived at the sixty mile postpoet
out from st joseph hebe waswaa one hour
bebbehindna time A heavy rain hadbad set in
anu the road was slippery two bun
dred thousand dollars turned upon a
single minute fry hadbad just three
hours and thirty minutes in which to
win this was the finish of the long-
est race for the largest stake ever run
in america

when the time for his arrival waa
nearly up at least people stood
upon the river bank with eyeseye turned f

toward the woods from which the
horse undand rider shortly emerged into
the open country in the rear of blip
wood one mile from the finish tick I1

tick tick went thousands of watchesmatches
ttatie time was nearly up but seven
minutes remained hark a shoutabout
goes up from the assembled throngDVhe comicoleb he comeal ththe0 nobnoble
little man dalph 11 the daughter of
little arthur py darts like an arrow

from the bow and makes the run of the
last mile in landing on the ferry-
boat with livefive minutes and ten secondssecondiii
to sparpar I1

A FRISKY young woman of indiana
not yet 23 years old OMham been already
married and divorced four times

W N nesbit sr william NNesbit
jr W BR nesbit predfred JodonersonJonernersonsoo 8
D billington jamesjamea holdsworth
thomthomaa wilsonaileon and F D beamer
were arrested at idaboidaho city yesterdayrilay
charged with implication lain the
quartzburgQuartzburg robbery Aaja11 the accused
are utah men W N nesbit jr hadbad
been suspected of the robbery but it16

waswaa thought advisableadviga ole to arrest and
search the entire party ouon young
nesbit was found in holdgold coin
among the gold coins stolenstolenwwae an
an english soverign and such a coin
was fundfound among the money concealed
on nesbithNes bita peredo he WM held and
alj the others were discharged he
claims to have drawn the money fronifrom
a utah bank before going to quartzquarto
burg ttethe robbery occurred october
5 1200 in gold bullion and gold coin
being taken from the safeeafe in the office
of the mintingmining company


