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DISCOURSE

ELDER ORSON PRATT,

In the New ITabernacle, Salt Lake
Cily, Sunday Afternoon, Septems~
ber 20, 1874.

REPORTED BY DAVID
abdgtinacion

I winL read the 3rd and 4th verses
of the 291 h chapter of Isaiah:

And I willcampagainst thee round about,
and will lay siege against thee with 3
mount, and I will raise forts against thee.

And thou shalt be brought down, and
shalt speak out of the ground, and thy
speech shall be low out of the dust, and thy

voice ehall be, as of one that hath a fa-
miliar spirit, out of the ground, and thy
gepeech shall whisper oat of the dust.

[The speaker also read the 10th,
11th, 12th, 13th, 14th, and 18th
verses of the same chapter.]

It will be forty-seven years the
day after to-morrow since the plates,
from which the Book of Mormon
was translated, were obtained by
the prophet Joseph Smith, and as
there may be persons in this as-
sembly who are unacquainted with
the cirecumstances of the finding of
this book, I will relate some cir-
cumstances in relation to the be-

ginning of this great and marvel-
lous work.

Joseph Smith, generally known
in the world as ““Old Joe Smith,”
was a boy about fourteen years of
age at the time the Lord first re-
vealed himeelf in a very marvelous
manner Lo him. The circumstan-
ces were these: This boy, in attend-
ing ‘eligious meetings that were
held i1 his neighborhood, seemed
to be wrought upon in a very won-
derful mauner, and he felt great
concer: in relation to the salvation
of his soul. Many young people
were wrought upon by the same
spirit, and they commenced seek-
ing the Lord, and professed to be
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converted. Among this number
were several of the Smith family,
who united themselves with the
Presbyterians. During the pro-
gress of this revival a sort of rival-

of the various denominations, and
each one seemed determined to ob-
tain as many of the converts as
possible, and have them unite with
his particular religious order. This
boy, Joseph Smith, was solicited
and advised to unite himself with
some of the religious denomina-
tions in that vicinity, but being of
a reflecting turn of mind, hein-
quired in his own heart which
among these several religious bod-
 ies wasright. I presume that many
of you, at some period of yourex-
istence, have been wrought upon
in the same manner, because you.
have been anxious to join your-
selves to the true e¢hurch of God if
you could unl{ find which was
God’'s church. It was not, there-
fore, at all strange that this young
man should have these ideas pass-
ing through his mind; but how to
satisfy himself he did not know. If
he went to one denomination they
would say, “We are right, and the
others are wrong;”” and so said all
the others. IL.ike most boys of his
age Joseph had never read the
Bible to any great extent, hence he
was unable to decide in his own
mind as to which was the true
church, When he saw several de-
nominations contending one with
the other, he naturally enough sup-
pesed that some of them must be
wrong. He began to search the
Bible in his leisure time after his
work was done upon the farm; and
in perusing the New Testament, he
came across a passage which is very
familiar indeed to most of my hear-
ers; the passage reads thus—‘‘If
any man lack wisdom let him ask
of God, who giveth to all men lib-
erally and upbraideth not.” Mr,
Smith really believed this passage.
He did notread it as one would read
a novel, thinking that it was all
imaginary; but, from his heart, he
believed that it meant what it said,
and he said to himself—*‘I eertain
lack wisdom in relation to myjduty.
I do not know which of these de-
nominations is correct,and which
is the church of Christ. I desire to
know, with all my heart, and I
will go before the Lord, and call

upon his name, claiming his pro-
mise.”” He therefore reti a

short distance from his father’s
house, into a little grove of timber,
and called upon the Lord, claiming

Iy sprang up among the ministers {vm;'j? ~or . tast

them, and, therefore, to be told

-was like telling him that the sun

in co

{T'he reason was obvious—if that
testimony was true, not one of their
| churches was the, true church of

cerning the former vision, and was

‘have rey

While thus praying, he discovered
that a light seemed to be breaki

into his reom; grewing brighter by

Iy {appearance of lhighuning, but yet

this promise, desiring to know his
duty and to be informed where the
true church of Christ was. While
thus praying, with all his heart, he
discovered 1
him, a very bright and glorious

thedirect guidance of theAlmighty,

light, which gradually descended
towards the earth, and when it
reached the tops of the trees which
overshadowed him, the brightness
was s0 great that he expected tosee
the leaves of the trees consumed by
it; but when he saw that they were
not consumed he received courage.
Finally the light rested down upon
a?diuvarwhelmad himin the mﬂloat;
0
time seemed to be caught away
from surrounding objects, and he
saw mnoth excepting the light
and two glorious person stand-
ing before him in the midst of this
light. One of these personages,
uting to the other, said—*‘Be-
old my beloved Son, hear ye
him,” After this, power was given
to Mr. SBmith to speak, and, in an-
swer to an inquiry by the Lord as
to what he desired, he said that he
desired to know which was the true
church, that he might be united
thereunto, He was immediately
told, that there was no true church
of Christ on the earth, that all had
gnne astray, and had framed doe-
rines, and dogmas, and creeds b

bhuman wisdom, and that the;
authority toadminister in the holy
ordinances of the gzapel was nob
among men upon the earth,and he
was strictly commanded to go not
after any of them, but to keep aleof
from the whole ef them. e was

t, and his mind at the same|

¥ |apostatized from the religion of

| ed, the Lord threatened them with

'some six centuries before Christ;
that in a vessel, which they bull

round by the Gulf of Arabia, crossed
the Great Paeific Ocean, and Jlanded
on the western coast of South
America; that the descendants of
these people had many prophets
among them, and that after they
had been on this continent about a
thousand years, during the progress
of which they had become divided
into two distinet nations, they fell
into great wickedness, and that
God threatened them with over-
throw; the people of one of these
nations were called Lamanites,from
Lamar, one of the c¢olony which
came «ut of Jerusalem; that the
people of the other nation were
called Nephites, taking tkeir name
from Nephi, the brother of Laman;
that between three and four cen-
turies after Christ these two nations
occupiedthe twogreat wings of this
continent, the Lamanites oecupy-
ing South America, and the Ne-'
phites North Ameriea; but the
Nephites, at that time, having

their fathers, and many of them
having become exceedingly wiek-

an overthrow. And he command-
ed one of the last prophets, named
Mormon, to make an abridgment

also informed that, in due time, if
he would be faithful in serving the
Lord, according to the best of his
knowledge and ability, God would
reveal to him still further, and
make known to him the true gos-

l; the plan of salvation, in its
ulness, |

abrid

of all the records of former prophets

¢

by the ecommand of God, they came

—

to him. He did so. and the old man
commande 1 his son to be obed

mishbi-fv. On this last occasion the angel
tol . Swith to go to the hill Cumorah,
which had been shown to him in vision the
previous night, which was about three
miles from his father’s house, and there
he should have the
the records.
his father, accordingly
the records.
as he saw it,

]

It was oyal in form, and was
bare, the edges being under the
immediately removed the turf that coy-
ered the edges of this stone, and, with a

stone, which was cemented to four others,
in the form of a box, within which he saw
the plates and the Urim and Thummnim.
He was about fo put forth his hand to
take the plates, when lo! the angel of God
:Fpel.red again, and told him that the
me had not fully come for thesé récords
to come forth; that he(Joseph) was yet
inexperienced, and needed | and
that if he would be obedient to the com-
mands which be would give to him, and
vhi&h th; Luﬂd 'i;'émiflg Empart fmﬁ time
te lime, he should, ue time, '
mitted to receive these records, mm§£
ing him at the same time to come there
onc_year from that date, and that .ke
would a r again to bim, and pive him
further instructions: and thus he should
do from year to year
celve the plates, pruvided that he should
prove himself worthy before God: for ile
angel said unto him, that these plates
could nct be obtained by any person  for

who had been raised up on this
land,an abridgment of the history
of the nation from the time that
they left Jerusalem until that time,
He did so, and commifted +the
ged record, written on plates
of gold, 1nto the hands of another

Mr. Smith had this vision before
he was fifteen years old, and,imme-
diately after receiving i’t he began
to relate it to some of nearest
friends; and he was told by some of
the ministers who came to him to
enquire about it, that there was no.
such thing as the visitation of hea-
venly messengers, that God gave
no new reévelation, and that no
visions could be given to the chils’
drén of men in thisage. This was
like telling him that there was no
such thing as seeing, or feeling, or

to the cont
had seen this light, that he had be-
held these two personages, and that
he had heard the voice of one of
them; he also knew that he
had received instruction from

that there was no such thing as
tevelation or vision in these days,

did mot'shine in these days. He
knew to the eontrary, and he con-
tinued to. testify that God had |
made himself manifest to him; and
jnsequence of this, the preju-
dices of the different denominations
were aroused against him.

Why ghbqld they feel such con-
cern and anxiety in relation to his
testimony as to persecute him, a |
boy not quite fiffeen years of age?

Christ. No wonder, then, that the
began to persecute, point the finger
of scorn, and say—‘‘There goes the
visionary boy.” ol

In the year 1823, Mr. Smith, be-|
ing not quite eighteen years old,
was meditating in his heart con-

feeling great anxiety that the pro-
mise might be fulfilled to him, that
he should, st some future time,
_ eniedtohim,thﬂ gospel in |

all its fulness. He retired to his
room one Sunday evening, in Sep-
tember (1823,) and commenced to
ray with all the earnestness and
aith that hé ecould possibly obtain,
that the Lord wonld fulfill the pro-
mise that he-bhad made te him.

ing, or smelling. [giate of New York. Three hundred and
‘he knew positively | eighty years after the birthof Christ they

; he-knew that he | entered into terms of peace, or, in othér
words, an armistice, for the space of four
years, during which time the two nations

¥ | Thummim, deposited with it,

prophet, hisson Moroni. The ori-
ginal ‘records, from which the
abridgment was made, were hid up
byMormon in a hill ealledCumorah,
in the interior of 'what is now ealled
the State of New York, but the

|

abridgment was still in possession of the |

rophet Moroni. About this time, or a
ﬁttrﬁ before this time, there had been a
fifty years war befween the inhabitants of
North and South America; and finally the
Lamanites of Sounth America drove the
Nephites from the Isthmus, and continued
to burn their towns, cities and wil

"Lhe morning of the 220

speculative purposes; that they contained
records that w?; sacred, prophecies and
doctrines that were written by ancient
prophets, and that the Lord God had
E-omised that these prophecies and reve-

tions should go forth to all people, na-
tions and tongues, and that they could
not be entrusted with any one to get gt:

From that time, Mr. Smith, on the 22nd
of Septem
it this place, until the year 1327, he being

d of September, in
the year 1827, the angel of the Lﬂr? per-
mitted him to take thece records, with the

Urim and Thummim, and he carried them

neighborhood, having learned about these
things, sought by every means in their
power—by ‘pergecution, mobs, and every
other means that they could bring to bear,

him. t the Lord

and they destroyed hundreds and thou-
sands of the Nephites; and ultimately they

through the Urim and Thummim what he
shonld do with the plates, where he should

were driven Into what we now eall thel

gathered together all their forces into one
vieinity, near the hill Camorah. And
when the four years of peace, or armis-
tice, had expired, they came together in
battle, in which the Nephites were over-
powered, and hundreds of thousauds of
them kfﬂed, including women and ¢hil- |
dren. Moroni, who was among the few |
Nephites who were spared, and in. whose
psion was the abridgment which had
been made by bis father, Mormon, was
commanded to hide up that abridgment
in the hill Cumorah, near the town of Mane
chester, Ontario County, State of New
York. The Lerd commanded Lim:nét
only to hide up record, but also to de-
poeit with it the Urim and Thummim, an
instrument uscd by the ancient seers who
dwelt on this Continent. The Lord prom-
ised Moroni that, in the latter days, he
would bring forth that book out of the
ground, that it should whisper out of the
dust, that it should speak unto the living
a8 if it were from the dead, and that when
he should bring it forth this Urim and
| should en-
able the finder to translate it into the lan-
guage of the people whe should then in<

I

I have now given you a briel statement
of these things, in substance, as they were
taught by the angel of God who adminis-
tered Lo Joseph Smith in September, 1823.
After giving this instruction the angel
disappeared; and as Mr, Smith centinued
to pray and ecall upon the name- of the
Lord, the angel appeared the second time,
and made the same narration in relation
to the Lamanites and Nephites as he made
on his first visit, When conyersing with
Mr. Smith aboutl these records, the vision
of his mind was opened so that he 'was
enabled to sec where the rceords weré de-
posited, and he was told by the angel that,
if he would be faithful and do according,

|

|

to the commandments of the Lord his

degrees, until he saw a personage,
apparently an angel,standing before
him, 7This personage wore a white
robe, and his countenance had the

1

appeared of an innocent expression.

his perso did not: stand upon
the floor of the room, but his feet
were a short distance above the
floor. He informed this boy that
the Lord had sent bim as a mes-
senger, in answer to his prayer, in
order to impart unto him further
information. And then he com-
menced telling him that this great
American continent v s once occu-
pied by a numerous p.«ple, the de-
scendants of the housc¢ of Israel,
;1031: of them the descendants of a

1

ey came here from Jerusalem b

!Pﬂ'

BE | thathe shoald tranelate them for the bene-

[ only reiteratin

[ house. He started to do so, but had only

the heavens above thmnant of the tribe of Joseph; that |

Y | commanded hior to return to his father.

God, he, in due time, should have the
ilege of bringing the records forth, and

fit'of the people.

The angel again departed, and Mr. |
Smith, being unable togo to sleep, cen- |
tinued to pray, and the vision was renewed
again; the angel, on his third wvisit, not
his previouns statement,
but also declaring mapy things that were
then in the future in relation to the mar-
vellons work and wonder which the Lord 1
was about to perform upom the earth.
When he had withdrawn for the third
time, daylight began toappear in the east,
and Mr. Smith had not slept the whole
night: but he nevertheless went to work
with his fatber in the field, at their usual
early hour. But the visionsof the night!

wrought upon his mind to that dﬁl’&? ,
that his natoral strength began to fail, an

t
his father, noticing ﬁmt he looked pale,
adviesed him to return at omce to the

gone part of the way, when he again saw
the light in the heavens, and the ungel of
God came down and stood before him, and

herit the land. .

cord was sealed, and that o
at the presen

thaos fulfillin

hide them, and gave him all the informa-
tion that was necessary to kecp them out
of the hands of the mobs.

|
Finally the persecution became so great,

Susquehanna river, in Pennsylvania, and
there he commenced to transcribe or make
a fac-simile of eome of the characters or

t to
heavenly meuaenqi:.;, beliey .hﬂh.tﬂﬁ:
heart that the vision was from the Al-

rivilege of behelding
He, after having spoken to | Peop
went, and beheld
He knew the place as soon
He saw the crowning stone
of the stone box that covered the records.

o e

lever, suceeeded in lifting off the upper

until he should re- |

then not guite twenty-two yesrs old. | On | the gospe

t6 his father's house. The people in that | men, and they are 1o rejoice

talned in the common gchools of the coun-
try, and who could barely read, and could
write but very little; a man who had only
| read the Bible a very little, and who knew
but little about the varions theologica
doctrines of the day; I say that for such
& man to be called of the Lord God, and
commanded to translate from an aincient
record and to bring forth a book for the
benefilof all nations kindreds,tongues and
48, WS mn.nehmu in the extreme,
and it did literally canse the wisdom of
the wise to perish. ““‘And I will raise forta
them, they sball be brought down,
and shall speak ot of the ground, ana
glcj' speech shall be low out of the dust,”
-Now this record is as if one spoke from
the dead; it is the voice of the ancient
dead prophets who onee inhabiled this
great continent: it is the voice of the dead
[ to the liv.ng, & warning voice, the everlast-
ing gospel In all its pliinness and purity,
speaking out of the ground, whisperin
| out of the dust, just as this age o
Seripture declares. Not the book, but
the words of the book were sent to the
learned; and, lastly, the book itsell was
commanded to be translated by the nn-
learved. All this is marvellous.

The eighteenth verse, which I read, says
—“And in that day #hall the deafl hear
the words of the book.” What book?
We answer, the one that the pronhet bhad
been speaking of, the one that was 1o
speak out of the ground, and that was to
be translated by the unlenrned. *“In that
day sball the deaf hear the words of the
book, and the eyes of the blind shallsee
out of obscurity and out of darkness.
The meek also shall increase their joy
in the Lord, and the poor amoung men
shall rejoice in the Holy One of Isrnel.”
This book, that has thus been marvel-
lously translated, is for the benefit of the
meek ard the poor among men. When
Jesus cawe in ancient days, and preached
the gospel to the learned and the un-
Jearned, we are told that on one cecasion,
the diseiples of John came and asked him
if he was the true Messiah, or should they
look for anether? And he said uutothem—

|
|

ber each year, continued to vig:| *‘Goand tell Jolin that the dead are raised,

that the blind see, and that the poor have
| 1 preached to them.’’ 8o, in
these Jlatier days, whén the Lord God
causes 4 book to eome forlh out of the
round, and to whisper from the dust,
t is for the benetit of the Emr among

1 the Holy

One of Israel. | |
Has this ever been f-1filled literally? 1t
has. We have lifted up our voiees for
forty-four years and "pwards among the

to find these. plates and .take them from [Inhabitants of this ration, and alse for
e ve him directions, | many years among *‘he inhabitants ol

other nationg, bearing testimony to all
people that the Lord God has sent his an-
f'el, according to the promise made in the
ourteenth chapter of the Revelalions of
St. John, flying through the midst of
heaven, having the everlasting gospel to

that this young man was obliged to leave | preach to every mation, kindred, tongue
‘bis father's house, and proceed to the

and e that dwell upon the face of
the earth. We have borne testimony,
faithfully and diligently without purse or

for these many years among the in-

words that were written on these metallic | habitants of the earth, to the rich as well

plates; and the transeript, then made,
‘was taken by & man named Martin Harris
to the cify of New York, and exhibited to
the learned, to sce if they could trarslate
them. Remember, it was not the plates
that were taken to the learned, but it was
the words of the book, transeribed from
the plates, and the learned were requested
toread them. But Mr. Harriscould not
succeed in finding any person who was
able to translate them; althongh he found
one man—Profe:sor Anthon—well known
through the United States, and in Euro-
pean nations, as a great lingnist, who said
that he would assist, according to his best.

| ability and jodgwent, in translating the

transcript presented to him by Mr. Harris,
and hﬂ.g&"l’gﬁ writfen .prﬁ%iz to that ef-
fect. “But,” said he, ““where did you
these records?’ Mr. Harris informed

m that they had been revealed by an
angel of God toa young man named Jo
seph Smith. Mr. Anthon then said to
Mr. Harris—“Give. meé that paper I have
given you.” ‘'Mr. Harris handed it back
to him; and he tore it in pleces, saying—

““There is 1o such thing as the ministering | 8&Y

of angels In these days, but bring the re-
cord here, and he will see what we can do

. | The poor among men, when ihey

] “ThB

as the poor. Bat the rich will not obey it;
no, they have their riches to look after.
One says—'‘I have a yoke of oxen that I
have just bought, I must go aund try
them.” Another says—*‘l have invest«d
s0 many hundred thousand dollars in
merchandise, T must attend to that.”
Another says—*I have some other busi-
ness, I must look after that.”” Bat the
poor among wen, whose hearts are pure
and meek because of the oppres=ion that
they have received from the monopolist,
and from 1ibe rich, are humble, and they
receive this work, hence they have gath-
ered out from among the varwous nations,
where they are no longer oppressed or un-
der taskmasfers, and have aceumulated
homes of their own, and lands, and flocks

and herds of their own, which neither

they nor their fathers in the old countries
inherited from generalion to generation.
ghall
hear the words of the  book, shall rejoice
in the Holy One of lsrael,

To show more fully the time when this
book should be  brought to light, let me
that it is a latter-day work, and to

in relation to assisting in translating it.”
Mr. Harris replied that a part of the re-
nly one por-
rmitted to be translated
time. This learned man
can not read a sealed book,”
_ the words 1 have read—
“*And the vision of all is become unto yon
a8 the words of a book that is sealed,
which men deliver to one thatis learned,
saying—‘Read this I pray thee,’and he

fion of it was

gaid—:«*

£l saith, ‘I can not for it is sealed, I can not
read a sealed book.””

The next verse
says—‘‘And the book is delivered to him
that is not learned, saying—‘Read this I
pray thee;’ and he saith—‘f am net
learned.” ™ '
When Martin Harris to this
boy, what the learned had said, and how
they had proceeded in relation 10 this mat
ter, the Lord God commanded this young
man to translate the record him=self,
throngh the aid of the Urim and Thum-
mim. Buothe made this excuse—*I am
not Jearned.” And the Lerd answered him
in the very words of Isalah, as recorded
In the next verse—*‘*Wherefore the Lord
gald, inasmuch as this people draw near
me with their mouth and with their lips
do honor me, and have removed their
hearts far from me, and their fear toward
me is taught by the precepts of men,
therefore, behold, T will proceed todo a
marvellous work among ‘this people, even
a marvellons work and a wonder; for the
wisdom of their wise men shall perish, and
the understanding of their prudent men |
shall be hid.” That is the answer that the
Lord made this young man, commanding

t the book.
hhll; :nr?xgme}laul that a man who did

1 and relate the visions of the previous night |

l

not possess the ordinary education, ob-

1

prove it, I 'will read the following verses.

er among men shall rejoice in the
Holy One of Israel, for the terrible one is
brought to nanght, and the scorneris con-
sumed, and all that watch for iniquity are
cut off; all that make & man an offender
for a word, er that laya snare for him that
reproveth in the gate, or that turn aside

the just for a thing of naught.” All these
are to be cut off. * When? When they

| have heard the words of this book, when

the proclamation’ has been sounded in
their ears.  When they are become fully
ripened (in iniquity, they will be cut off

ording to.the declaration of the Prophet

iah. But their times must first be ful-
filled; their fulness must come in, Lefore
these terrible judgments and destructions
shall lay waste i1lie nations of the Gen-

| tiles. But is there no hope for Israel,

when this book comes forth! When I
gpeak of Israel I niean the literal Israel,

the descendants of the twelve tribes,

whose fathers inherlfed ancient Palestice.

Is there no hope for them wheun this great

and marvellous work shall be accom-

plished? We will read the next verse.

«Therefore, thus saith the Lﬂl‘ﬂ, who re-
deemed Abraham, concerning the house of
Jacob. Jacob shall not now beashpined,
neither shall his face now wax pale; but
when he seeth his children, the work of
mine bands, in the midst of him, they
shall sanctify my name, and sanetify the
Holy One of Jacob, and shall fear the God
of lsrael.”

It seems then, that Jacob was to be seat
tered aud dispersed, and made ashamed,
his face was to wax pale, and he be count-
ed a hiss and a byword among the people,
until the set time shonld arrive, until God
should riseup in his majesty and power in
the latter days, and should set to his hand
according tothe words of the prophets,




