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| death and suffering, and realizs the sacri-

{ from the earth as dwell on it a4t oue timée,

| all dead, a ' very

' .

(I eversaw when I leftit. I urove up be-
fore the bouse in which I was born, and
I'said to the man who was residing lherﬂ.l

| would have beer aboutso with the people

| religion upon the minds of a community.

| tect our duties, do we miss praying with

unto us? Are we just in our dealings?

REMARKS.

By P.esideat GEORGE A. SMITH,
Delivered in the New Talernocle, Salt
Lake City, Sunday. Ju'y Th, 1872.

REPORTED EY DAVID W, EVANS,

TEE administration of the Sacrament is an
occasion which ealls us, one and sall, to re-
flection, to inquire of ourselves in relation
to our course of conauct in life—whether
the journey we bave pursued, the paths
that we are traveling are in accordance
with the holy prineiples of that religion
which has been revealed for our salvation,
and which we bhave received. While 1
have visited the cities of the East I have
observed that a great amount of means has
been expended in the construction and
ornamenting of churches and edifices for
public worship, Every city, every village
i1s beautified with magnificent buildings,
stately domes, elegant spires, erected in
honor and for the purposes of religion, and
I have reflected upon the influence of this

In visiting friends I found many who are
professors of religion, who seem to have an
utter disregard for any forms of worship
whatever, and who totally neglect pray-
er in the family and grace at the table, I
am not aware, of course, whsther or not
this is general among Christians; but I
notice among the Latterw.day Saints, that
1t see1ns t0 be very natural to be slothfal
and negligent and careless in reiation to
our every-day, simple daties. We may
build temples, ereet stately domes, magni-
ficent spires, grand towers, in honor of our
raligion, but it we fail to live the principles |
of that religion at home, and to acknow-
ledge God 1n all our thoughts, we shall fa!l
short of the blessings which its practical |
exercise would ensure,

‘While. the Sacrament is passed around,
and we take the emblems of our Bavior's

fice which he made for our salvation, we |
should ask ourselves, Do we remember |
him - in all things? Do we arknowledge
his handin the providences with which we
are surrounded? Do we call upon him n
our families and in secrei? Or do we neg-

our families in the morning, and have not
time todo 80 in the evening, and are in
such a harry that we cannot even ask his
blessingupon our foed, and eannot take
time to attend meseting on the Sabbath, nor
afford to devote the day to rest, meditation
and study? Let us also ask these questions

|(of ourseives; Are we honorable in our re

lations with each other? Do we do by our
peighbor as we would that be should do

Are we honoring those principles of mer-
ality which alonecan prepare us to'inherit
celestial: glory? Brethren aund sisters, if
we ask ourselves these questions and, afs
ter examining our econduct and career, can
answer them, honestly and truthfully, in
the aflirmative, then we may partake of
the bread and water in the presenes of our
heavenly. Father worthily. If, on the
other hand, we have been negligent and
careless, we should repent, for repentance
is our first duty, o4

Since I last satw yon, I have visited the
scenes of my childhood, and the place of
my birth, afier an absence of about forty
years., My ideas ol right and wroug were
formed there; my associations with the
people, up to tiftesen years of age, were such
as to give deep and strong impressions of
their character, and of ihe principles by
which they were governed. I cannotsay
that my visit was without its painful char~
acter.  Foriy years sweep from the face of
thé earth more than a generation; I un- {

grave, and there I would ses, or get some

derstand stauisticians to estimate Lhat
thirty- hree years carry as many 'souls

I went into my native town atter forty
years' absence, and inguired for those who
weére the business men in my boyhood, for
the magistrates, ministers, merchants,
farmers and mechauies with whom I was
acquainted then. Where werethey? Nearly
few of the old taces, like
ar:iaie:;t oaks, remain. ‘On my father's farm
thére was a beautiful grove of maple—some
twp hundred trees, standing when 1 was
there before, wilh no other timbaear among
theém, the ground sown with white clo-
ver—it was one ol the most beautifal lawns

“Is that ‘grove standing?’ “Nota tnaple
treg on .the farm,” was the reply. “Not a
siogle one?”’ said I. *‘No,” sald hé, “not &
maple on the farm.” 'I had not even the
earjosity to drive across the farm, for in
my mind that grove was the feature of all
others, it was tne place 6finy dreams,

Many of you know that in 1853 we had
difficulty with the Iwndians in Southern
Uiah, At that time I was military comw~
mander of the Southern Deépartment.. Pre-
vious to every a'tack on the setulement,
my dreams would carry me back to that

intimadion of, the coming trouble with the
"vdians, Now there is not a tree left, It

ifL had staid away a few years Jouger.

L went into the school district where I
had resided some six vears, and visited
Mz, Porter Patterson, with whom I wis
well acquainted in my boyhood, and bogan
inquiring for the neighbors, “Why,” said

hﬂi"lhlﬂj’ are all gone but four; myself and

of the A

Just God., In s

wife, and Mr. Jobn Staflford and Mrs. Gar-
field are all the married people that re-
main that lived here when you went
away, thirty-nine years and two months
ago."” *Then,” sald I, *"I must go to the
graveyard.” Fa .

These reflections would bring to my
mind thesermons that I had heard in my
youth, I went to the cemetery, and saw
the graves of a great many of my old com-
rades. There were headstopnes with 1n-
s¢riptions to many whom I had known,
and some whose funerals I had attended,
and I could recite texts, and a portion of
the sermons preached at those funerals,
They were generally passages like this:
‘“*Be ye also ready, 1or in such an hour
as ye think not the Sen of Man cum-
eth,”” Passages of this kind were general-
ly selected as warnings to all to be ready
for death.

From the monuments in the graveyard

| I found that a good many had been sum-

moned in their youth, for there were the
graves of boys and girls with whom I
hsd assoviated, some of them my rela-
tives. I visited three cemeteries with a
like result—the onein our own mneighbor-
hood, one in Colton and the other in Pots-
dam village, in all of which 1 had been
niore or less acquainted.

Latter-day Saints, in their preaching, call
on men and women to prepare to live, and
they teach them how to live, be-
ligving thatif apy person is prepared to
live as he ought to, he will certainly be pre-
pared to die whenevyer the summons shall
come, It was never a part or portion of
our teaching to attempt to scare men to
heaven. I went to the meeting hounse, or
rather Yo thesite of the meetiog ‘house, for

the old frame building bad been replaced ]

by another, of bricks, and it converted iuto
a lecture room for the unormal school. Iu
that old frame building I had been most

solemnly senteaced to eternal damnation, |

nine times, by a Congregationalist miniss
ter forty years ago, He bad gone to his
grave, and nearly all the persouns present
in the congregation at the time, had follow-
ed, or preceded, him. The object of this
seutence, in the elogqueht and solemn lans
guage in which it was pronounced,
ufi-repeated, was, no doubt, to stir in the
minds of impenitent sinners, and of me
particularly, a convictiou that would secura
conversion to Christianity, as I was con-
sidered impenitent; and 1 do not know but
the proper phrase would be, to scare me to
heaven. Bat it did not have that effect
with me, I never could understand nor
replize certain portions of the teachings
wegich I there heard. That I miust become
80 thoroughly in love with the justice of
God as to be perfectly willing to be damned
to all eternity for his glory, and suffer all
the miseries which they so eloquently
described, was to me au lmpossibility, I
could see no justice in such doctrines. But
those were times of great religious excite-
ment, when revivals and protracted rmeet-
ings were common all over she country,
and the souls of many were stirred to the
very core, as it were, by -the idea, then so
strongly advocated, of the punishmentand
misery which were to be eternally iaflicted
upon all those who were finally impenitent.
Those sermons divided the Christian
world into two classes, one was made
celestial, inheriting all the blessings and
glory which a God could bestow; the other
was banished to eternal misery.

When the doetrines of the Latter-day
Sajnts were preached to me 1 could un-
derstand them,
and repentence, in the principle of obe-

| dience, and m the doctrines of baptism for

the remission of sins, and the laying on of
hands for the gifvof the Holy Ghost, and
that God had provided for all beings that
be ever ereated, a glory,honor and immor-
ality in accordance with - their works,
whether good or evil, giving, as a matter of
course, to. the faithful Latter-day Saints,
the reserved seats; or to use the language
postle Paul, I could believe that
there was a glory of the sun, a glory of the
moon, and a glory of the stars, and that
the glory of .the stars differed as much as

and so
]

I could believe im faith |

historical information in relation to the
family of Joseph Smith. It was about
eighty-one years since my grandfather
moved away from that place, at which time
my father was eleven years old, and Joss
eph's father twenty-one, they being broth-
ers, It wounld seem strange that, after the
lapse of eighty one years, I should find
any one who knew my grandfather, yet I
saw several persons who stated that they
were personally acquainted with him, al~
though they could not remember when he
moeved away; but after doing so, he return-
ed to that neighborhood, aud wisited his
relatives and acquaintances, and they had
distinet recollections of him, and gave me
reminiscences of his history.

The graveyard at Topsfield contained no
monuments over about eighty years old,
I do not recollect the exact date. Among
the oldest were the names of my great
aunts and other relatives, Being a firm
believer in the doctrine of baptism for the
dead, I was anxious to procure the names
of those departed persoms wherever our
records might be deficient, and I have, I
believe, a prospect of obtaining the names
ol about nine hundred of the kindred of
my great grand mother—Priscilla Gould.

The old portion of the burying ground
at Topsfield, used by the early inhabitants,
is totally without monuments—no grave-
stones whatever, so that I presume they
simply used headboards or monuments of
wood; and the place is now reserved as a
sacred precinet in which, we were
told that any of the kindred of
those ancient worthies of the town
might plant gravestones if they choose,
but no person is allowed to be bu.ied there,
The cemetery Lad been enlarged, and from
eighty years ago down to the present time
there bhad been placed there many grave-
stones and haudsome obelisks, some manis
festing the pride and aristocracy of those
who placed them there. I noticed one par-
ticularly, on which was inscribed a notice
to the eflect that the persom buried there
was & millionaire. It did not say whether
he obtained his money honestly or by some
other means.

In visiting the office of the town clerk, I
examined the record kept by my great
grandfather in 1776-8, at which time he
was the clerk of that town, I also found,
by examining the records ten years before
then, that he had represented the town in
the Legisiature of the Colony of Massachu-
setts, and was a very firm supporier of the
Revolution. Justas I was about leaving
the office to go to the railway station, I was
toeld by the clerk that he had a list of the
names of the children of Robert Smith in
the town record. Robert Smith was sup-
posed by us to be the first of our family
who settled in Massachusetts, sometime
previous to the year 1665, I there a<cers
tained what our family records fail to show,
Ou¢ records show that be had a son Samuel,
and that Samuel had a son Samuel, and
that Samuel bad a son Samuel and a son
Asael, and Asael was our grandfather; but
I ascertained that tkis Robert Smith had a
large family, and their names are contain-
ed in thato ld tuwn record.

The Genealog Society of Massachu-
selts has got out books containing the re-
cords of some hundred of the families of
the oldest settlers of the colony. It our
friends here, whose ancestors were buried
_}n New England, would unite in purchas~

ng an eutire set of these works they would
be euabled to find collateral, if not direct,
branches of their kindred; and so obtain a
kKey to kelp them in making the necess
records to attend to the ordinances for the
dead. But our faith is,brethren and sisters,
that when we have exhausted all the pow-
ers within our natural reason and reach to
obtain & knowledge of our dead, and the
Lord is satisfied with us, revelations will
be opened to our understandings by which
we will be able to trace back eur genealogy
to the time when men were within the pale
ofthe principles and laws of the priesthood,
before these ordinances were changad and
‘the everlasting covenant broken.

In conversing with Mr. Zaccheus Gould
and his wife, of Topsfield, over sighty

the stars difter in brilhiancy; aud that all | Yesrs old,and Dr, Homphrey Gould, of

sects; denomipations and classés'of people
would receive punishments and rewards
in accordance with kis divine

| Every Latter-day Saint that abides in the

truth, faithful to the end, may expect the
glory of the sun; and eveéry man that ac's
n accordance with the light that hs pos<
sesses lays a foundation for greater glory
and honor than eye has seen, or than it has
entered into the heart of mortal
conceive,

I did not visit these'graves with the feel-

ing that scme of the ministers of orthodox

churches sought to im s upon my mind
iIn my youth—I did not believe that they
were copsigned to eternal punishment

because they believed differently from |
| what I did,

[ went there féeling a confi-
dence that honorable men and women
would receive honorable treatment from a

designed simply to wake up the hearts of
my brethren and sisters to the necessity of

‘maintaining this honor, and to the fact

that, as we advance in the things of the
kingdom, greater sacrifices and more faith
and diligence are required on our part,

I visited, in the course of my journey,

| the place where Joseph Smith’s father was

born—Topsfield, Massachusetts. I was in
the house he was born in, and upon the
farm where the family had resided three
generations previous, they having resided |
in that county—KEssex—as early as 1666.

justice, | factory

man to|

peaking on this subject, I |

Rowe, who were cousins of my father,
I was enabled to pick up many very satis-
items of information. I am also
under obligation to Mr. John H. Gould, of
Topsfield, and to the Lown eclerk of that
place—Mr. Towne, for valuable letters and
papers relating to the history of our fami ly,
all of which, as they relate to the ancestry
of Joseph Smith, will form an interestin 4
page in conuection with his history when
it shall be published,

I do not design, in conversing with you
al the present time, to enumerate the visits
I made, though they remind me of a re-
mark made concerning me by my grand-
father on the last day of his life,  He died
in his eighty-eighth year, I being then in
my fourteenth year, 'Said he, **George A,
is a rather singular boy,” When he comes
here, instead of going to play as the rest of
my grandchildren do, he comes into my
room and asks me questions about what
oecurred seventy or ei%hty years ago.” It
seemed to me, while I was absent, that I .
was pursuing the same course yet, for al-
though I had got pretty well along in
j*ﬁlakra, I still wauted to talk with the old
lolks, |

At Woonsocket, R. I,, T visited Mrs
Tryphena Lyman, & cousin of my
mother, in her 94th year, who was living
with her unmarried daughter, an agreeable
young lady in her 70th year. I had a very

One object of my visit was to obtain some

i

pleasant visit with them, and from them I
earned some inieresting incidents of my



