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reportedTED BY DAVID W EVANS

administration of the sacrament is an
occasion which calls us one and all to ibre-
flection to inquire 01of ourselves in relation
toio our course of conduct in life whether
thet a journeybourney we have pursued the paths
that we are trUtraveling are in accordance
with the holy principles of0 that religion
which has been revealed for our sylvaonsalvattonaon
and which we have received while I1
haveshave visited the odtheof the east I1 have
observed that a great amount of means has
been expended in the construction and
ornamenting of churches and edifices norpor
public worship every city every village
is beautified with magnificent buildings
stately domes elegant spires erected in
honor and for the purposes of religion and
I1 have reflected upon the influence of this
roligionreligion upon the minds of a community
in visiting friends I1 found many who are
professorspi ofessors of religion who seem to have an
utter disregard for any forms of worship
whatever and who totally neglect pray-
er in the family and grace at the table I1
amagi not aware of course whether or not
this is general among christians but I1
notice among the latter day saints that
it seemsbeems to be very natural to be slothful
and negligent and careless in relation to
ourgur everydayevery day simple duties we may
build temples erect stately domes magni-
ficent spires grand towers in honor of our
religion but itif we fail to live the principles
of that religion at home and to acknow-
ledge god inmallallsil our thoughts we shall falfaifallfaliI1
short of the blessings which its practical
exercise would ensure

awwhilehilethethe sacrament Is passed aousouaroundnd
and we takelake the emblems of our saviors
djdathath andanad buffebufferingring and the sacri-
fice which he made for ouroun salvation we
should ask ourselves do we remember
him in all things do we aaknowledgeacknowledge
bishis handin the providences with which wew
areafe surrounded do we call upon him inour families and in secret or do we neg-
lectleptoouroardir duties do we miss praying with
our families inythein jhb mornmorninginglug and have not
timtime9 to do so in the evloevioeveningning and are in
such a hurry that we cannot even ask hishia
blessing upon durour food and cannot take
time to attend memeetingEiting on the sabbath nor
afford to devote the day to rest meditation
andsandeand tudystudy let us asoaisoalso ask these questions
of ourselves are we honorable jn our re
lationslatious with each other do we doxio ayourby our
neighbor as we would that hebe should do
unto ue are we just in our dealings
are we honoring those principles of mormon
altyallty which adoue oancan us to inherit
pacelestilestilil glory brethren and sisters if
WOwe ask ourselves these questions and af
tehtette examining our conduceconduct and career carlcan
answer them honestly and truthfully inwethe affirmative then wowe may partake of
thetha bredbread and water in the presence of our
hdaheavenlyvenlyvenix father worthily if on the
other haildhand wa have beepbee p negligeet and
cafcakcarelesseless we should for repentance
is our first duty

sincesincer I1 last hawraw youyon I1 havohave visited the
I1

scenes of myrny childhood and the place of
my birth after adan absence of about fortylorty
years my ideas orof nightfight and wrong were
formed there my with fheibe
people up to fifteen years of age were such
Rsas totd give deep and strong impressions of
thirtheir character and of the principles byagichwhich they were governedgbgliverned 1I cannot say
thatthit my visit waswag without its painful characteracier forty years sweep from the face of
thtb earth more than a generation I1 un
dersderaheistandstandtand statisticians to estimate that
thirty bree years carry as many souls
ffroinro tn the earth as dwell on it at otieoile timeidentI1 wendwent into my native town atterafter forty
yoacyearbearil absence and inquired torfor those who
wirewire the butsinbusinessesa men in my boboyhoodV hood forfon
the magistrates miniministersstets merchants
farmers and mechanics with whom L was
acquainted then where were they nearlynearis

1 1dead 1 a very fewoxfew adf the old laces likean11leniieni oaks remain on my rathersfathers farm
thereth re was a beautiful grovegruveg rove iff maple some
t hundred tritreestrieses when I1 waswag
ulluiltherere beabeforere with noho utherother r among
ibmbam the broundground bownsownsown with white co-
ver

clo-
ver it was oneune otok the moAtinot beau ti falfafawnswn sI1 evereyer saw when I1 ibrafelt itii I1 up be-
forefoneforea the househoube in which I1 was born and
salusald to the man who was reslnesiresidingI1 dind there
sikeik11iiI that grove standstandingingy not a maplemapie
ttreerep on the farm mastbewas the reply notrottotlot Aa
single one said 1I no 11 sad he snotgnotnotinot ita
anaple orlori the farm I1 eadiadhaahad not evenoven thetlecuriosity tota drive across metle farm for inwymy mind that grove was thet e featureattireTe af all
ottersothers it waswaa lneine place ofay dreamsdreams

many of you know watahat in 1853 we had
difficultyditriculty with the lirirrdidus in soulgoulsouthernherrlhertlulah aaA t that time I1 was military com-
mander of the southern department pre-
vious to every attackatack on the settlementmimy dreams wowoulduld carry mema macktoback to that

and thetothelo I1 would ibeeiseeee or get somesowa
intimation of the coming trouble wiliwith methe
ludludianalansians now theres not a tree left itilc
would havehaie beau about so with the people
if had staid away a few years bonger

I1 went into the school Aldistrictstrict where I1had resided some six years and visitedmrmi porter patterson with whom I1 was
wellweli acquainted in my boyhood and began
inquiring torton the neighbors nardisard
hethey are all gone but four myself and

wife and MrNlrJohnJohn Stafstamfordstaffordrord and
field are all the married people thatthag re-
mainm ain that lived here when you went
away thirty ninevine years and two months
ago toen said 1I 1 I1 must go to the
graveyardgraveyard 11

these reflections would bringfiring to my
mind the sermons that I1 had heard in my
youth I1 went to the cemetery and saw
the graves of a great many of my old com-
rade there were headstones with in-
scriptionsscript ions to many whom I1 had known
alidalad homemorue whose funerals I1 had attended
abdand I1 could recite texts and a portion of
the sermons preached at those funerals
theyTB were generally passagests like this
beedyeye also ready forlor in suchhuch an hour

as yoye thythithink not the son of manmauiau cum
ethethaP passages of this kind were general-
ly selectedelectedri as warnings to all to be ready
for death

from the monuments in the graveyard
I1 found that a good many had been sum-
moned in their youthfordyouth for there were the
graves of boys and girls with whom I1
badnad associated some of them my rela-
tives I1 visited three cemeteries with a
like result theothe oneneinin our own neighbor-
hood one in colton and the other in pots-
dam village in all of which I1 had been
more or lemsless acquainted

latterlatten day saints tnin their preaching call
on men and women to prepare to live and
they teach them how to live be-
lieving that if any person is prepared to
live as he ought to he will certainlyi be prepro
pared to dladie whenever the asummons snailshall
come it was never a partpart or portion of
our teaching to attempt to scare men to
heaven I1 went to the meeting house or
rather to the sitebite of the Ineeflog house for
the old frame building had been repreplacedlaceLl
by alotheranother of bricks and it converted into
a lecture room for thethe normal school itinthat old frame building I1 had beanbeen most
solemnly sentenced to eternal damnation
nine timesby a congregationalist minis
ter forty yearssears ago ilehe had gone to hihis3
grave and nearly all the persons present
in the congregation at the time had follow-
ed orpreceded him the object orof this
sentencese tence in the eloquent and solemn fansfann
guage in which it was pronounced and so
oft repeated was no doubt to stir 1in the
minds otof impenitent sinners and bf nuelneparticularly a convictionconvict ioulou that would secure
conversion to christianity itsgisas I1 was con-
sidered impenitent and I1 donot know butwethe proper phrase would be to0o scare me to
heaven batbut it did not have that effect
with me I1 never could understand nor
realize certain portions of the teachings
which I1 there heardhoard that I1 must become
so thoroughly inlii love with the Jjusticeustice of
god as to be perfectly willingwiffing tobetoboto ibe damned
adallto allali eternity for his glory and summersuffer aliailall
the miseries which they so eloquently
described was to me an impossibility I1
could see no justice in such doctrines but
those were times of great religious excite-
ment when revivalsvalsvais and protracted meet-
ings were common all over ghethe country
and the souls of many were stirred to the
very core as it were by the idea then so
strongly

I1
advocatedadvocatedoredofof the punishmentand

misery which were to beba eternally inflicted
uponulion all those who were finally impenitent
those sermons divided the christian
world into two classes one was made
celestial inheriting all the blessings and
glory which a god could bestow the other
was banished to eternal misery

when the doctrines of the latter day
saintssanta were preached to me I1 could un-
derstandderstand them I1 could believe in faith
and repentanceropen teneetence in the principle of obe-
diencetildilence and in the doctrines of baptism nurour
the remission of sins and the lalayinggitig on of
handshand for the gift of the holy ghost andthat god had provided for all beings that

cheatw a immor
hilty in accordance with their worksworick
whether good or evil givinggivin1 as a matter of
course to the faithful latterlavter daydwy ainalnassaintsaln ts
thetho reserved seats or to use thetho langulanguageaggaka
0ofathethothe apostle paul I1 could believe that
there waswag a aloryatory ofif the sun a glorygidry of the
nimoonon and a glory of the stars and that
the glory of the stars differed asaa much agaa
the stars differ in brilliancy budaudsud that altaitsects denominationdenominationssandand classes of moplemopie
would receive punishments andandaud rewards
inin i accordance with his divine justiceevery latter day sant that abides in the
truth faithful to the end may expect the
glory of the sun and everyevary inan that acts
in accordance with the light that haha pos-
sesses lays a foundation for greater glory
and boror than ejeyeejea has seen or than it hashsentered into the heart of mortal manmali to
conceive

I1 did not visit the with the feel-
ing that some of the ministers of orthodox
churches sought to impress upon my mind
in my youth I1 did not believe that theywre consigned to eternal punishment
bolboibecausepAuse they believed differently from
what I1 did i went there feelingfooling a connconal
dencedenee that honorable men and women
would receive honorable treatment from a
lustjustdaedoest god in speaking on higthishis subject I1designedignec simply to wake up the hearts ofmy brethren and sisters to thetha necessity of
manntaimaintainingn ing thisthiathi honor anddud to the fact
thaethat as we advance in the things of the
kingdom greater sacrifices and more faith
and diligence are required on bur part

I1 visited in the mursecourse of my journey
the place where joseph smiths lathorlather was
born Tolisfield massachusetts I1 was in
the house he was born toin andatud upon thecarpa where the family had resided three
generationsrations previous they having resided
in that county essex as early as 16161066

my visit wasyasvas io obtain some

historicalhisto information in relation to the
family of joseph smith it was about
eighty one yearsyear8 sincesiliceI1 my grandfather
moved away from that place at which time
mynay father waswag eleven years old and josjosm
ephs father twenty one they being broth
ers it would seem strange that anteranner the
lapse of eighty one years I1 should nindnini
any one who knewknow my grandfather yet I1saw several persons who stated that they
were personally acquainted with him al-
though they could not remember when he
moved away but after doingdoling so he return-
ed to that neighborhood andaud visited his
relatives and acquaintances and they had
distinct recollections of him and gave me
reminiscences offis history

the graveyard at topsfieldTops field contained no
monuments over about eighty years old
I1 do not recollect the exact date among
the oldest were the names of my great
aunts and other relatives being a firm
believer in the doctrine of baptism for the
dead I1 was anxious to procure the names
of those departed personspersona wherever our
records might be deficient and I1 have I1
believe a prospect of obtaining the names
otof about nine hundredbundred of the kindred of
my great grandgrandmothermother prisciliapriscilla gould

the old portion of the burying ground
at topsfieldTops field used by the early inhabitants
is totally without monuments no grave-
stones whatever so that I1 presume they
simply usedusell headboards or monuments of
wood and the place is now reserved as a
sacred precinct in which we were
told that any of the kindred of
those ancient worthies of the town
mightmight plant gravestonesgrave tones if they choose
bbuthut no person is allowed to be bubliedled there
ththe cemetery had been enlarged and from
eighty years ago down to the present time
there hadbad been placed there many grave-
stones and handsome some manimaui
festingtesting the pride and aristocracy of those
who placed them there I1 noticed one par-
ticularlyticticul arly ouon which was inscribed a notice
to the effect that the person buried therewagawasawaswab a millionaire it did not say whether
he obtained his money honestly or by some
other means

in vibiting the office of the town clerk I1
examined the record kept by my great
grandfather in 1776 8 at which time hebe
was the clerk of that town I1 also found
by examining the records ton years before
then that he had represented the town in
the legislature of the colony of massachu-
setts and was ILa very firm supporter of the
revolution just as I1 niasviaswas about leaving
the office to go to the railway station I1 was
told by the clerk that hebe had a list of the
names of the children of robert smith in
the town record robert smith was sup-
posed by us to be the first of our family
who settled in massachusetts sometime
previous to the year 1665 1I there acera
bained what our family records fail to showshoour records show had a son samuel
and that samuel had a son samuel andthat samuel hadbad a son samuel and a son
asael and asael was our grandfather but
I1 ascertained that this robert smith hadbad a
large family and their names are contain-
ed in tharothayotharoldld tawn record

the gentegenne alogacalical society of massachu-
setts has got outoat books containing thetuethituie re-
cords ot some hundred of the namiramifamilieslibs of
theoleethe oldestst sesettlers ofbf the colony it our
friends horehere whose ancestors erewereare buried
jnin new england would unite in parepurchas-
ing

ahas
anad entire ktset of these works they would

be enabled to find collateral if not direct
branches of their kindred and so obtain a
key to heipjaely them in making the necessary
records to attend to the ordinances for their
dead but our faith is brethren and sisters
that when we have exhausted all the pow-
ers within our natural reason and reach to
obtain a knowledge of our dead and thelord isis satisfied with us revelations will
bobe opened to our understandings by which
we will be able to trace back our genealogy
to the time when men were within the palepate

principles and jawslawa of the priesthood
before these ordinances were changedchangedandandthe everlastinge covenant broken
in conversing with mr gould

and hishii wife of over eightyyears old and dr humphrey gouidgould otofrowe who were cousins otof my ritfitfathertieriierI1 walwaxwas enabled to pick up many very satis-factory items of information I1 am also
under obligation to mrmir john H gould ofbftopsfieldTops nieldfield lundsund to the town clerk of that
place mr towne for valuable letters andpapers relating to the history of ouroar family
all of0 which aas they relate to the ancestry
of joseph smith will form an interesting
page in connection with his history whonwhenit shall be published

I1 do not design in conversing with toutoaat the presentpat time to enumerate the visitsI1 mademaaemadirmadarthoughtksough they remind menie of a re-mark made concerning me by my grand
nathernathen on the last day of hh lifeife he diedadlea

inn hisbis eighty eighth year I1 being then inmy fourteenth year said he ceorge Aiss a rather sinsidsingulargularguiar boy when hebe comes
here instead of going to play as the rest ofmy grandchildrenrandchildren do he comes into my
room and asks me questions about what
occurred seventy or eighty years ago itseemed to me while I1 was absent that I1was pursuing the same course yet for al-though I1 had got pretty wellweli along inyears I1 still wanted to talk with the oldodfolks
at woonsocket R I1 I1 visited mrs

tryphena lyman a cousin of mmyy
mother in her year who waswaa I1living
with her unmarried daughter an agreeable
young lady in her I1 hadbad a very
learnedpleasantbeasant visit with them and from them I1learned some interesting Inelincidentsdentsdebts of my


