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The Dangers and Discomforts of Torpé.do Warfare ; ;
New Light Throwr on the Subject by the Japaness
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Arthur is tending to
change the opinlons of
naval authorities on
this+ branch of sea
: warfare, For the past
few years, and ‘especlally since the
Spanish-American war, experts have
been rather prone to underrate these
little marine hornets,

The pecullarly indented character of
the coast line of Japan made this na-
tlon favor the torpedo boat from the
start, Then it s possible that there is

“gomething in the character of the Jap
o which these littie engines of destruc-
tlon make a strong appeal, At any
rate this branch of the mikado's navy
I8 well developed, not only in the num-
ber of boats, but in the efficiency. with
which they are handled. At the begin-
ning of hostilities witn Russla Japan
had two torpedo gun vessels with five
tubes each, one torpedo depot ship of
over 4,000 tons and at least elghteen
destroyers, These destroyers have an
average dlaplacement of about 300 tons,
an aveyage speed of thirty to thirty-
one knots and carry two tubes each, In
addition she possessed about elghty
torpedo hoats proper, the largest of
which, the Kataka, has a digplacement
of 190 tons and carrfes six tubes. Her
speed g not so great as some of the
amaller boats, however, which only ay-
erage forty or fifty tons, with two or
three tubes, but which attaln a speed
of from twenty to twenty-six and one-
half knots. Russin, “f course, has a
larger number of these craft, but not
nearly all of them are In eastern wa-
ters, nor have the Slavs shown the
same #kill In handling these difficult
boats as have their more agile foes,

The fact that the sons of Japan have
exhibited a liking for torpedo warfare
#hould not be placed to thelr discredit,

While the act of sneaking up on a foe

TR
i

In the first place, torpedo craft
directed shot from a

Then there Is no room on them

WL

-.t'ninf\\ it

TORPEDO CRAFT APPROACHING BATTLESHIPS,

In the darkness, blowing a hole In her | boat than on any other sort‘of naval the fifteen or twenty men on board a
under the water line and scurrying | eraft,
awny does not appeal to one as the [ are mere cockleshells, and, if discov-
bravest or most chivalrous sort of | ered,
fighting, it really requires courage and | battleship will blow them literally Into
endurance of the highest order. atoms,

In fact, there are less glory and more | for the comfortable staterooms that are
discomfort’ and danger on a torpedo ! to be found on the largey vessels, and

necessary to furnish power for the
“hornet” are compelled %o do the little | high rate of speed that these craft must
sleeping that their perilous night work | make. The heat from the fires thus
leaves them time to indulge in in ham- | renders the vessel a veritable inferno
mocks swung wherever there happens | even at night, In the daytime, when
to be a hot corner unoccupled. All the | rest must be taken If at all, this condi-
center of the boat Is given over to the
immense bollers and engines that are | pouring upon the metal sheetings that

tion is Intensified by the sun's rays

lagh themselves on the low deck to
keep from being carried overboard by

| the Immenge seas that sweep over it

Besides, the torpedoes themselves are
almost as dangerous to those {hat
handle them as to the foe agalnst
whom they are launched. "The slight-
est miscue means instant death to all
on board, The sides of the boat are so
thin that even a rifle ball may plerce
them, and if this happens (o strike the
magazine it 18 all off with the little
crew on the “spitfire.”

The only safety lies In the evasion of
dlscovery. As It I8 necessary to steal
up to within 400 yurds of a battleship
before launching a torpedo the difficul-
ty of escaping the rays of the glguntic
and ever moving searchlights is well
nigh insurmountable. Kven after the
tube has “coughed” and the engine of
destruction I8 on {ts way the greatest
agllity Is required for the boat to get
out of range of the great guns,

Blowing up battleships and cruisers
is not the only duty, or even the most
conslderable duty, of a torpedo hoat,
Because of her speed and the fact that
she lles so close to the waler as to
legsen the Hability of detection she is
used for dispatch dwdy and for rec-
onnolssance of the enemy's position,
In other words, she is the scout and
the spy of the sea.

It is not generally known that the
name “torpedo” was originated by
Robert Fulton, the inventor of the
steamboat, or that the first serlous at-
tempts to introduce this missile of de-
struction a# a recognized department of
sea fighting were made by him, Though
his demonstrations were guccessful
for the most part, he failed to induce
the French, English and Amerlcan gov-
ernments to accept hig inventions, The
torpedo has been employed more or
less In naval warfare for a century,
though rather crude in its earlier
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Complications With Uncle Sam,
President Grant Dreamed of Annexing

Santo Domingo and Its

The Island That

L/Rdededl J1HIT action of the Insurs
gents of Santo Do~
mingo in deliberate]y
firlng on the Ameri-
can flag, killing R, C,
Johnston, a naval en-
glneer, wounding
Charles Doctor, a bus
gler, and otherwise committing warlike
acts against the government of the
United States has succeeded In raising
an Interesting International complica«
tlon. It will be remembered by those
who have kept track of the affalr that
Johngton was shot while on a launch
on Itsway from the shore to the United
States auxiliary crulser Yankee, The
small American flag in the stern of the
boat was riddled. Doetor was wounded
in a subsequent engagement of the Co-
lumbla, with, some of the Insurgent
forces, About a week after the killing
of Johnston, it will also ba recalled, a
merchant steamer named the New
York discharged her cargo at the port
of Bunto Domingo under what was
thought to he an agreement of the con-
tending forces. She was fired on by
the Insurgents, however, and the Unit-
ed States cruiser Newark retallated by
shelling the town of Pajarito, in which
the rebels were encamped, afterward
landing a force of marines and driving
out the Insurgent troops, All of this
naturally led to further complications,
Though the rebel forces huve been very
thoroughly beaten In subsequent en-
gagements with the troops of Presldent
Morales, the island I8 vet In a very un-
settled condition, and there s a con-
siderable party, in which the commer-
clal element predominates, that is fa-
vorable to annexation to the United
Stateg, or at least to u protectorate hy
the Amerlcan government,

The annexation iden, which President
toosevelt emphatically declares he will
not congider so long as any other way
out of the difeulty is possible, 18 no

new thing. It was one of the cherished
dreams of President Grant, Indeed, it
even antedates Grant, for Secretary
Seward about the time of the Alaska
purchase elaborated a plan looking to
Amerlean possession of Santo Domingo,
It {8 probable that the idea dld not
originate in the Unlted States, how-
ever, but in the island itself, for the
merchant classes there have always fa-
vored an American protectorate,

It was doubtless due to this Influence
that President Baez of the Dominlean
Republic sent a formal proposition te
President Grant looking to the annex-
utlon of Banto Domingo to the Unlted
States, It was in July, 1869, that Grant
received the proposal, and he lost no
time In sending a speclal commissioner
to the fisland to look Into conditions
and revport, After some further negos«s
tlations the treaty of annexation was
prepared, the question was submitted
to the voters of Santo Domingo, who
gave it almost unanimous approval at
a #peclal election held for the purpose,
and Grant submitted the treaty to the
United States genate for ratification,
Charles Sumner was chafrman of the
forelgn affalrs committee and bitterly
opposed the ratification of the treaty,
He even went go far a8 to attack the
president and to charge that a corrupt
deal was buck of the scheme., 8o heat-
el did the controversy bhecome that
Grant refused to gpeak to Bumner, and
the Massachusetts senator was pracs
tically %ead out of his party, The up-
shot of the whole matter was that Sen«
ntor Bumner succeeded in securing suf-
ficient support to defeat the trealy.

The wnnexation talk died down and | reux was elected, and the constitution
has not been renewed until recent | was so altered that he could succeed
vears, although the commercial party | himself,
in the island still continued to favor | monotonous regularity,
the plan. Meanwhile affairs in the Ht- | matters that it was impossible to oust
tle, republic were In a troubled condl- | him,
tlon, There were frequent uprisings, | he went into office and an ambitious
and presidents came In rapld succes- | one, He beeame practical dietator of the
slon until In 1886 General Ulysses Heu- | country, banigshing or executing those

Resourceful Japanese Soldiers In Camp and on the March;
gile Brown Men Masters of the Accessories of War

tlefleld that {8 the real

This he did with somewhat
g0 contriving

Heureux was a young man when

who opposed him. In this manner he,the vice presldent, Vasquez, was in«
continued In power until 1890, when he | stalled, to be succeeded in 1903 by Gens
was assassinated, eral Morales, against whom the pres-

Shortly after the violent close of the | ent revolution is directed, In Santo
Heureux regime came the revolution | Domingo the president is elected for
that resulted in making General Jimi« | four years,. unless sooner “revoluted”
nez president. In 1902 occurred an-|out of ofMice. As every field laborer on
other revolution, which was successful | the island thinks himself competent to
in forcing Jiminez to resign, on which | be chief magistrate and as the Insur-

rections are comparatively bloodless,
there is no telling at what time some
ambitious fellow will make himself a
“general” and execute a dash toward
glory and the capital.

The people are of mixed Spanish,
negro and Indlan blood, The gov-
ernment Is modeled on that of the
American republie and so far as form

Individual half pound ting of meat are

!u concerned s sald to be qulte |
The land, though quite mountalnous
has fertlle valleys and great natyn|
resources, There Is gsome gold op the
Islands It was here that the argest
nugget of the metal ever dlscovered iy
sald to have heen found. In commemnos
ratlon of thelr great good fortune thy
men who dug this great plece of o
from the earth roasted a plg and uwd
the chunk of gold for a table on which
to serve the meal, They then shippd
their find to the king of Spaln, but o s
great storm the vessel Unfur(unaw'
sank, and the gold with it,

Santo Domingo s one of the mot
beautiful of the West India |slands
It lles between Cuba and Porto Rie
In Bamana hay it possesses one of the
finest natural harbors in the world It
was this port which President Grant
was especially anxious to secure a4
coaling station.! At present it Is bt
Jttle used, There are a number of
small cities in the republie, Santo Do«
mingo, the capltal, having about 15008
fnhabitants; Puerto Plata, the principal
port, about the same number; La Vegy
about 10,000; Santlago, 8,000, and 8a«
mana, 2,000,

The oldest settlement made in the
new world was on this igland, Colune
bus himself having founded it. Here
the great discoverer was burled and
here for a number of years was the
capital of the Spunlsh poseessions I
the new world

At the end of the elghteenth century
Spain ceded the eastern half of the it
land to France, which held the westem
half. Soon after the entire country ufe
der Toussaint L'Ouverture gained I8
independence. In 1844 came the re«
bellion of the eastern portion of the it
land, resulting In the formation of the
present Dominican Republic,

Outslde of the commerclal element,
there 18 sald to be much opposition 10
the Idea of annexatlon to the l'"ll'fl
Htates, ASHLEY M. DUNCAN.
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besldes slx emergency rations, which
are dried and placed in cotton bags,
each having only a trifing weight, In
fact, the commissary of the Japanese
army Is Ideal and I8 being so much ad-
mired by forelgn military men who are
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