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" within a short time we expect to be
taking out between two and three mil-
lion dollars. W e are now working down
the veins from the top ol the mountain
toward the tuppbel which we have ruu
into the sldes of the mountain. Al
present we have to carry the ore up to
the top, lifting it hundreds of feet, and
then cartit down to the smelters on
muleback. It costs us about $3 a top to
get the ore to the mills. When we get
the veins cut through to the tunnel we
can run it out for about ten cents a ton,
so you see that our profits will spon
rapidly increase."

“How about the silver mines of Mexi-
co, are they not almost exhavsted?””

‘No, indeed,” was the 1eply. “'IDbe-
lieve Mexico to be ope of the richest
mineral territories of the worid The
country has not yet been prospected.
The people do not knew what they have,
The mines which they have airead,
opened are of vast exient, and you can
get some idea of the produciion when |
tell you that Mexico has been coining
for years silver at the rate of $22,0.0,000
anoually. There are enormous amounis
of gold in Mexico. Take the couniry
along the Pacific coast down asfar as
Mazatlan. There are a hall dozen Cal
forrias in this sinp of couniry, with
more than Califorma’s richcs. Why, 1t
we could have a railroad built from 1he
Pacific to the Batopilas mines, 1 belizve
inside of a year there would be filty
thousand mipers in tnat 'enti ory alone.
There are goud gold mines pear us, and
In all of my prospecing in Mexico |
have yet 1o find a place where there
were uot traces of guld.’”

‘'How about the old gold mines of
Mexico, governo:? Are any ol them
gouo?’’

“Yes,'? replied Governor Shepherd
““The Spaniaids did not undersiand the
geological conditions that produce siiver.
They thuught that all of the ore was on
the surlace, whereas the best of the
veins are far down. Mines which have
been abandoned for years are now being
reopened, and many o! the abandoned
mines are, producing large ourputs ot
silver and guld.?!

"“"How about the dumps of refuse
aboul those mines, governar? [ have
been told that the Mexicans got out only
a part of 1he silver and gold, and that
the dumps can be worked overata
good proht *? )

*That is a mistake,’’ was the reply.
¢The Mexicans mine very well, and 1t
does nut pay to work over their refuse
We hadtheidra that we could make a
great deal oul ot that at Balopilas, and
we eshimated that it would produce a
good profil perlon. It paid only a very
small percentage over the cost of work-
iﬂg."

“How about the safety of Mexico,
governor? Can Americans go there and
mine without danger of losing their
lives?”

“QOf course they can,’’ was the reply.
“Property and lite are as safe in must
parts ol Mexico as they arein the Uniled
Siales. President Diaz has a good
government, and the day of rcvolutions
seems 10 have passed away. Now and
then 1here 15 a litile scaie on Lhe fronner,
but such so called revolutions amount 1o
nothing. Take that of 1894. It con-
sisied of a conspiracy whicu was made
up by some nien at Ei Paso to rob one
of our trains. Apoul torty vagabunds
on the American side of the line united
with foriy vagabonds on the Mexican

side and planoed to robus, We got a
telegram from the bank at Chibuahua,
not to send out the train, and when the
robbers appeared they failed to find our
men, and dispersed. Their band was
spoken ol as that of a revolution. Presi
dent Diaz sent some of his soldiers up
to the mine, and they cleaned out the
robbers.”?

* How are times in Mexico, governor?
Has not the demonetization of silver in-
jured the country?”’

¢} think not,”" replied Governor
Shepherd. ‘‘Mexicois very prosperous,
and that notwithsianding that foriour
vears the crops have falled. and there
has- been considerable tamine. This
demonelization of silver acts as a pro
tective 1ariff for Mexico. It keeps out
toreign goods which are sold atgold
prices by making them too expensive,
and the result is that the Mexicans are
establishing all kinds of factories It is
the same in Japan, and will be the same
in China. The Japanese are nuw niak-
ing most of heir own cottons and China
is establishing cotton mills We are, |
think,Likely to ruin ourselves if we keep
up our pr-sent policy. We aretrying
to establish tree irade, and, by our de
mo-etizalion of silver, are not only ad-
mitting the goods ol the siiver nalions
iree, but are forcing them Lo keep oul
our gouds by 1he proteciion of golo.
They have the cheaprst labor in the
world, and they are manufacturing on a
silver basis. They are seiling on a gold
basis,and they will in 1ime be 1be richest
people of the world.”

*“What do you think shou!d be done
| as to the silver yuesiion, governor?’

“I am in favor of both metals,*’ was
the replv, ‘‘and I think that tne United
States ought 10 be big enough to be able
to cunirol its own currency. Siver
ought to be used as money. This coun-
iry could conmtrol the world in that
maiter, and could force bimetallism on
Europe within less than three months. |
don’t care much at what ratio. Let us
say we will use silver as money at the
1atio of twenty to one, or even at
twenty-four to one, and within three
monlhs the great nations of Europe will
be giad to adopt iLat sixteen Lo one.
They cannot help it. What is the stalus
ot guld and silver inihe world today?
Tue gold 15 being gathered i and hoar-
ded. France has #700,000,000, much
more than all 1he rest. Sne will not
spend it, and she uses as her circulating
medium silver, of which sne has jusi
about as much. Russia will not pay out
an ounce of gold. She is keeping it
with a view to a possible war,and France
and Russia now to a large extent con-
trol the gold ot the worla.. Germany is
being eaten up by her army. Her peo
ple are patriotic and they stand tne ex
penses, hut this cannot last.  In case of
such an aclion by Cuongress as | have
proposed, England would be 1he first to
conie 10 1ime. Il we shovid adopt a
suver basis, we would get the irade with
Asias and Mexico and South America.
We would have better wages, higher
prices, and we would put ourselves right
to the front o the fignt for the busivess
of the stiver using oations, which is ta
re one of the chiet bu:incsses at tie
future.’*

“‘Guvernor Shepherd,”” said I, ‘ you
were in charge of the government work
ol Washington at thelimeol Lhe famous
scandal recarding the PDe Golyer pave-
ment. \Was Garficld reaily interested in
i?

‘ Garfield had no money interest io
the matter, I amsure,” replied Governor
Shepherd “He was, however, one©
the most foolish men as to such things
that I have ever known. He was 50
innocent that he did pot realize how
other men might use him to accomplish
their ends. This was the case with the
De Golyer business Some sharp fellows
from Chicago wanted to induce Con-
press to adopt the De Golyer pavements
Tney secured the services of Colonel
Dick Parsons ol Cleveland, and through
him got the aid of Garfield. Garfield
came with these men to see me aboot
my recommending 1he reso.ulion 1@
Congress. He was at this time the head
ol tne appropriations committee of the
House. I retused to grant his request,
but asked him to wait a minute aler the
other men had lett. I then showed mm
how bis action ia this matter would look.
Said I: *Here you are, 1he head of the
comnlittee on appropriations, and [ am
in cnarge of the public works. These
men expect to make money out of their
pavement, and you come with them and
ask me to recommend that it be adept-
ed. Don't vousee that it there shou
be an investigaiion they will say tbat yod
and | are getting some money out ol the
business and that you will probably be
charged with corruption?’

*Gatfield was tnunderstruck,** Gover-
nor Snepherd weni on. “He threw up
his hands and told me that he saw that
he had made a greal mistake. He had
had no idea of there being anything
wrong in the maiter. Shortly after this
the 1nvesligation occurred Senator
‘thurman examived me. He asked me
who had approached me on bebalf of
the contractors, and if any Congressman
nad aucmuted’ to iufluence me |1re:
plied that it might be so,that 1 had many
Congressnien among my callers, and
thai they wanted ev=ryining under the
sun. He then asked me i1 General Gar-
field had not called vpon me. [ replied
that I could not remember all of my
caliers, that every man in Congress. it
seemed to me, had been ay my office
with an ax 10 grind for himsel! or his
triends, and 1hat the only man whom |
cou.d remember who had not so appear-
ed was the hongrable Senator himseli.
Tunis compliment was so broad that it
lickled old Senator Tharman. He
laughed and turned the examnation,
much to my relief, to other subjecis.
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DELIGHTS OF MESA.

Bic CoTtronwooD Salt Lake

Co., Utah, Feb. 28, 18g6. .

In a former correspondence writien -

near Phoenix, Arizona, I promised to
say st mething cuncerning the beautiful
city Mesa, in 1he Salt River valiey.
This is vne of the most lovely valleys
and climates 1hat may be fouud in a
lile 8 journev. Sunimer is found here
in midwinter; evergreens are conslantly
10 be found. My visit was in Janvary
1896. Tne green spreading palins, and
the pepper Irees were the most promis
nent at this season. The pepper trees
grow on the water ditches and spread
out their branches much hke the weep-
ing willow tree. The leaves resembie
fern leaves very much, and as Ibhey are

evergreen they look well all through 1he -

year,but more particularly in midwinte r<



