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GOD HOLDS US ALL.

"'Take me, yapa,' sald my darling,
A# we stood within the hally

Bo I bore him up the stairway,
Scarcely fely the burden small.

Iu mny other hand I carricd
Diooks [ wished to ssan shat night,
And the elfin begged me let him
Take them fn his armas so light.

Btep by step to top we mounted;
Then he said with ehildish pride,

Baby carried books for papa—
Dido’t he' 'Yes," Irepied.

Little Innocent! ne'er dreaming,
As he bore the asked-for lond,

That his father's sirength upheld him,
Double:burdened on the road.

God (4 sometimes pleased Lo give ua
Work for wondrous skill and thought
Greefully we don the faurels,
When His hand the triumph wrought.

& FREE CONSTITUTION.

The Honse havlng under consider-
ation the bill(H. R, 4562) to provide
for the admission of the Siate of
Idaho Into the Union—

Mr. Chipman sald:

Mr. Speaker: I agree emtirely
with the gentleman from Arizona
[Mr. 8mith] that it would have been
better if all four of the territories
moeationed by him had been put into
one bill and submitted to our con-
sideration, I can see oo reason—I
never have, since I have been in
Cougress, seen any reason—why
either New Mexico or Arizona
should not be admitted to the sister-
hood of Btates. As comparcd with
the territory of Wyom!ng and with
the territory of Idaho, they haveall
the elements which eatitle them to
admiesion. If there i8 any objec-
tion to New Mexico, it Is an objec-
tion whioh applies to it in common,
ms it would seem, with the territory
of Idaho.

What has been urged against New
Mexlco is the character of her popu-
Iation. If the extraordinary pro-
vislon concerning suffrage in the
alxth article of the Constitution now
before us ia justified by the facts, it
shows that thers i3 an improper pop-
ulation In Idako-—a population In
numbers so great as to be a menace
to the prosperity of the State—a pop-
ulation which, upon the hypothesis

of this clause in the Constitution is | franchise.

kostile to our institutions and unfit
to take part in the government. This
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That franchise is the
very breath of republican institu-
tiona. Manhood suffrage is the very

is the argument that has been urged | body of libexty.

against New MeXico. It istheonly
argument which I have ever heard
against it, and it now stands, if I
am correctly informed, as a barrier
against a bill being reported to the

ouse for the admission of that ter-
ritory.

But, sir, I would not upom any
politieal ground oppose the admis-
sion of any Territory inlo the
Union. My politieal brethren will
bear me witness that in the last
Congress I was an advocate for the
admission of all the Territories, and
that in our party councils 1 asserted,
what T now repeat, that it is impos-
sible to exact any pledge of party
fealty from aBtate prior to its admis-
sion—not only impossible, but
wrong and unpatriotic in every way
in which you can view it. I believe
that it is best—best for the country
~—to get rid of these Territorial gov-
ernments, and it is infinitely best
for the people of a Territory them-
selves to enjoy the rights nnd privi.
leges of statehood.

Yot while I feel inx this way I
can not forget that the Cobstitution
of the United States imposes upon
ug the duty of guarantying a vepub-
lican form of government to the
States which constilute the mem-
bers of the Union. “What 1s a re-
publican form of government?’
would open a wide range of discus-
sion. There are republics and there
are republies—republies which in
our view ntterly fall short of thetrue
definltien of a comnmionweslth of
that nature. And our own Repub-
lig, even in the estimation of many
of the best. thinkers, does not con-
tain thabigopular freedom whieh
constitutes the ideal of a truly demo-
cratic state,

But I think I may say snfely,
that no government 1s republican
in form whieh makes oppressive
distinctions between the citizens of
a State. A government which in
ita policy, in its constitutions and
laws, distinguishes oppressively
against one class of citizens and in
favor of another falls far shortof the
model which was set before us as the
true one of republican Institutions.

This Is egpecially true of distine-
tions whicge ilmpair In any way a
proper evjoyment of the elective

l

The American people have adopt-
ed this as a faith, and though no-
where expressed in so many words
in any of our constitutions, I think
I am fully justified in saying that

:it may be considered as a sort of

natural right, because it is the only
method which the world has yet
discovered by which a full and per-
fect liberty may be maintained for
the people.

The report of the majority on this
bill seems to treat manhood suffrage
a8 a miere political right, It un-
doubtedly is such a right; but it bearn
the same relation to freedom as the
right to pray and to preach hears to
the full exercise of the religion in
which we believe. And just so far
as men are ‘unjustly debarred from
exerclsing it, just so far are they de-
barted from a full emjoyment of
self-government.

I admit, Mr. Bpeaker, that there
ought to be dlsablfitieato vole. Itis
oot wise to permuit every one to ex-
ercise this great right, I know of
no State In the Union, I can econ-
ceive of mo civilized State, which
would allow every one to exercise
it. I certainly have no particuiar
objection to the dlsqualifieations
prescribed in sectlon 3 of article 8 of
this constitution proposed for the
Btate of Idaho. Almostallthe Bintes
in the Union have disabilities of this
kind; but in almost every one of
them they are clearly defined. and
not only are they clearly defined,
but the method of ascertaining them
and of applylng them as a barrier to
the exercise of the clective fran-
chise is explieitly set forth.

This constitution prescribes two
classes of disabilities; and in my j udg-
ment it preseribes two different ways
of ascertaining whether a elti-
zen is subject to them. First, there
are those disabilities which arise
from conviction in a court of justice;
and the uscertalnment of such a
disability is, by the very nature of
the language, referred to the action
of & court, making it dependent
upon the prilor actlon of a judicial
tribunai, as in the case of persons
under guardianshlp and persons
convicted of certain offenses.

Asto the second elass,no method
of ascertalnment 1s prescribed eo



