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beauteousbeautfus arrangement of colors

the scientific 4merican from the columns
of aichwhich we glean many excellentexcellent practical
and truthful articles gives its readers the fol-
lowinglawan directions for the most sytesystematicmatlomatio and
sciesclescientific arrangementrinran ement of colors which is13 a
subject but little ununderstoodiderstOod yet of no little
importance to florists and all whose taste

thein to cultivate and dedecoratodecoratecorato their
1 A wethe lovelylonely and ever varying pro-

fusion
f

of flower their modest or their
g iakiek s qualities which nature imparts tota
cheer Ke and the old the grave and
the gay

xivfw in the pleasant spring time when
nature awakes from her winters repose and
puts on her floral robes the denizens of ourcur
citcitieslesies andd villavillageses seek to enjoy thethos beauties
f in the arrangement of their gar

tiena and the cultivation of flowers thisinathis is a
11 and elevating recreation for their

laa implantedapianAplan fedted in oar constitution the same
capacity for deriving pleasure from viewing
colors byhythe sense of sight aaas from drinking
in the strains of music they apart most

arranged most harmoniously
with degara to their several hueshoes thisibis har-
mony is governed by laws with which too
many are unacquainted a few words there-
fore on this topic will not be inapplicable at
present

thatteat which wwee call color in flowers is sim-
ply thear powers of reflecting and transtransmitting
tthe rays otof light which fall upon them thertheree
arearc three primprimarysarylary colors in nature red blue
and yellow and these must always be associ-
ated toboethertogetherether to produce harmony on this
subject chevreuxChevreul the distinguished french
chemist says the principal rule to be ob
served in the arrangement of0 flowers is to
place Pbosehoseose which are blue next to those of
orange the violet next the yellow while red
and pink are never seenbeen to greater advantadvantageap
than whenn surrounded by verdoredare or by white
flowers lletheile latter may also be adadvantagevantie
bously dispersed among groups of blue and
orange also of0 violet and yellow flowers 5

these associations of color stated by the
french author promotepromote harmony and do not
offendollend tu taste tbyy the mingling of discordant
hueslines this is a study which affords wide
11copescope forfob observation complementary
1colors always harmonize and colors are said
to be complementary when they form a white
beam iain gomsomcombinationcombination thus red and green are
complexcomplementaryeldary because the latter is com-
posed of bbineue and yellow which with the red
embrace all the primary colors in a ray oeof
light crimson and orange are also comple-
mentary and so with other combinations
green lpliagefoliage and flowers arearc complimentary
and nanaturelure hahass provided these hues with no
miserly handband roses and geraniums with
their greenfreen leaves are great favorites and
even in miamidwinter ripe red berr eaes are fre-
quently seen peeping out from amonamong ever
green bowers in order to replace with their
modest beauty the sleeping roses of departed
summernunerBu some persons may suppose from
what has been stated that the green leaves of
bowersflowers may sometimes destroy the proper
efferteffectfleet arising from the contrast of color but

that green leaves are a pro-
per ground for all flowers and never proda ce
kraccordlagod in the visionyisonvon

this subject has lately engaged the atten
tion of some great minds sir gardner wil-
kenson in his recent work groaon color and the
necessity for a general dlfDifdiffusionfasion of taste
among all classes devotes a large space to
the arrangement of flowers in gardens as it
regards their color and forms the principal
colors which he recommends are blue red
pink purple lilac yellow orange white and
scarlet and he gives a table covering nine
pages containing the names of many plants
with their diffdifferentlarent colors and periods of
blooming when arranged in beds he recom-
mends that each plot should have flowers of
the same size and that they should all bloom
at the lamesame period in this view he is cor-
rect yet this is a feature inhr gardening which
is continually overlooked large andralland talltali P

smallsmail and short flowers are frequently planted
helter in beds apparently upon the
principlerinciple that profusionprof is the very essence ofbeautybeauty in contracted spaces the flowers
selected should be small while in larger gar-
dens they may be more stately the reason
of this is obvious A few large flowers by
occupying a large space must convey an im-
pressionsionslon of dwarfishness to a small gardeniresEresbutut it is far otherwise when modest little
flowers prere chosen for their blushing0 beauty
as suitable to such a situation

the beautiful illin nature is a gift which may
behe and should be enjoyed by the humblest as I1

well as the highest the mechanics cottage
with its little flower garden may be enriched
with all the harmonies of color and the latter
may exhibit in tasteful miniature the best ararlarii

ranged gardens of the wealthy it affords us
pleasure to state that most of our gargardenersdenene
and many of our ladies and mechanics are
well acquainted with the cultivation of flowers
andana they exhibit great taste in their arrange-
ment but very few of them have studied the 1

law of simultaneous contrast of color and
hence they frequently place together flowers
of colors that produce discord whereas by a
just arrangement in the samesaine kedsbedsbeds they would
produce a more pleasing effect in regard tolto
the effects of color we conclude by quoting
the following eloquent passage written by sir
david brewesterBreweater

llelieilehe who exhibited such matchless skill in
the organization of material bodies and such
exquisite taste in their formation has super
addedadexlexied that etherial beauty which enhances j

their permanent ties and presents them
to us in the ever varying character of the
spectrum without this the foliage ofor vege-
table life might have filled the eye and fostered
the fruit which it veils but the youthful green
of its spring would have been blendedendedlilill withivich the
dyinglying yellow of its autum if the objects of
the material world had been illuminated with
white light all the particles of which possess
the asamesame degree of rc and arre
equally acted upon by the bodies on which
they fall all nature would shine with a leaden
hue and all the combinations of external ob-
jects all the features of the human counten-
ance donld have exhibited no other variety
than that which they possess in a pencil
sketch or a china ink drawing thaThe rainbow
itself would have dwindled into a narrow arch
of white light the stars would have shone
through a greypey sky and the mantle of a win-
try aviltwilightiglaigia would have replaced the golden
vesture of the rising and settinsettingbetting0 sun

it may be thought that we are too sasanguinen0 nine
on the subject of flowers but we think not

the above article we predict will not be
1

attentively read by any reflective person with 1

out profit the subject of colors as seen in
the vast range of natures productions is here
treated in a manner at once entertaining aridand
scientific

while we have no disposition to enter upon
the uninviting0 task of creating41 a taste for the
beautiful in llailanatureture where no such taste in

exists we earnestly desire to im-
prove cultivate and refine that taste resorego

abides the involuntary admirationaddifration of
Natnatures loveliness

the far famed prairies of the west are un

ri for the variety gorgeousness and
luxuriance of their native flowers and even

here among the wahsatchWahsatch ranges may be
found as choice native flowers probably as
can be found in any other region of the globe

during an occasional visit to the kenyons and
mountain benches we have seldom failed to
find flowers possessing all the qualities most
dAsIdesirablerablerabie to those who delight in them the
exuberant growth showy colors and the
grateful fragrance requiringt only the skillful

I1

handband of the florist or amateurartoto transplant or
appropriate them to our gardens where with
suitable culture and attention most if not all
of those wild mountain flowers would doubt
less become very much improved and be found

as valuable at least as those imported from
the east west or elsewhere ir

with our limited knowledge of the exextensive
collectcollectionsions of valuable flowers to be found in
the mountains around us we are surprised

that ere this more has not been done by way
of introducing0 them to the garden lawn and
borders of walks to gladden the eye and dif-
fuse their sweet perfume around our dwellings

most of our native flowers are perennials
I1

and aroare therefore the more valuable and

worthy of being cultivated theseilese with the

choice exotic annuals already introduced and
the seeds of other varieties which may in
future be brought here when arranged in con-
formity to the law of simultaneous contrast
of color and succession of bloom will afford
ustin their rich display of colors and their
fragrant perfume a treat amply repaying all
the labor that may be bestowed upon them

relative to the best modes of culture time
of transplanting and how to procure seeds of
these native flowers and other useful plants
when we have obtained some further know-
ledge on those subjects either by actual ex-
perimentperiperlpedimentment or from the observation of others
we shall take great pleasure in presenting0 the
facts for the consideration andana information of
our readers

CULTURE OF MELONS AND vaVINESES

the following from a correspondent of the
country gentleman tho mislaidmillaid so that we
could not print it before will yet be found
seasonable for as we have learned most of
the early planted seed has failed

to a person that has just built hibserhimself a
new home and is plantingpanting its surroundings of
fruits vines and trees as doubtless some of
the readers of this journal are now or will
soon be doing it is very desirable to have
something that will produce fruit for him to
enjoy while his trees audand vines are pigi owingoiling
and getting to the size and period of bearing
fruit to all such especially the small fruits
strawberries and others and the melon in all
its varieties offer especial attractions they
rewardleward us for our care and attention very soon
we plant them todayto dagandday and a few weeks or
monmonthss hence can gathergathen their ripened fruit

it is my purpose to write a few words about
the melon which are the result of some years
of observation in their culture audand give what-
ever hintshinis I1 may be able to to assist others
who like me delight to grow them that en-
thusiasmthusia sm that iais filling our gardens with
grapes like the Dedelawareaware and other choice
fruits of equal might somegome of it be ex-
pended with profit upon the melon to give us
new varieties ripening earlier of finer quality
or bringing present good varieties but little
known to public notice

the melonmeion has been highly esteemed from
the remotest antiquity and is scarcely if at
all inferior other fruits its history
can be traced to a period far back in the past
aesaagages the watermelon which is believed to
be the melon of the Jews mentioned in various
places in the bible is believed to have ororigin
abed in southern india or egypt where it has
been cultivated from time immemorial the
muskmelon iais supposed to have been a native
of asia it is said by travelers that the
melons produced here are superior to those
usually seen in the west indiesiridies or south
america this is obviously to be ascribed to
superior culture as the climate must be more
congenial to them in those regions than here
this compliment to our skill should incite us
to still better culture to obtain still better
fruit where indian corn will ripen the
melon can be grown with success like that
great staple of our country it ro consid-
erable heat and like that it also has varieties
suited to different degrees of latitude As a
general rule all the largest varieties require
thetho longest seasons

theile soil mostmoat congenial to them is a 9 ady
one and those sections most famous fortor their
growthcrowth are usually found to possess a sandyfoamtramloam sand will be found almost indispensable
to the growth of the Waterwatermelonmeon its roots
run far in search of0 f food and may often be
traced beyond the length of its vines in a
hardbard soil they cannot push through with the
freedom necessary fram their quick growth
do not grow with their natural luxuriance
and thetile fruit itif there is any is inferior but
this demand gancan be easily supplied by adding
sand a bushel or two to each hill well work-
ed in is nearly as good as irit nnature put it
there the soil should be deeply worked and
highly with rotted manure ofor corn
post for them for like all other vinevines they
are rank feeders the watermelon is in all
senses ofor the word a iparalvater melonmeion its long
and ample roots seek in all directions beneath
the surface for moisture while its foliage
with its thousands of mouths drink in from
the dews and other sources above for this
reason alone a deeply prepared soil is neces-
sary

in places agas far north as central and north
erncm new york it iais advisable to use artificial
heat in growing the melon for though we may
growgrov them ordinarily without we gain sobo
much by a few weeks start in the spring as to
amply repay us for the trouble this iais a teryvery
simple and inexpensive thinthinething to do there i

are several methods for starstartingFing the seed by
heatbeat one is to plant on pieces of I1invertedn
turf in a hot bed or in small eartheharthernearthernrn pots
another is to make a miniature hot bebedd wwherehere
the hill is13 destined to remain using a sash
with a few lights of glass or instead one
covered with muslin rendered semiremi
ent as mr goodrich detailed in a number of
this journal a year or two since these are
all very good methnethmethods but there is one I1 have
practiced with uniform success which I1 pre-
fer it is this I1 procure oyster kegs saw
them illin two and plant in each half after
draining them these boxes I1 place in a hot
bed about the april where they remain
until the seasonbeason is sufficiently advanced to
allow them to bbee transplanted with safety

when I1 cut the hoops of each and carithe
ball of earth and roots left after taking0 the
staves apart carefully in a hill previouslyprevious pre-
pared

re
for the purpose this checks kirtheir

growthrowth but little if they have been previouslyfardtardhardenedhardenedened off the trouble is but little an
ordinary hot bed will hold many of them and
they are conveniently and easily handled it
isaswellwellweil to placeplate a small frame around each
hill 15 to 18 inches square which if covered
by glass or muslin is the ne plusputs ultra ofoe per-
fectionffec tion by histhis method we also head off the
irreirrepressiblepres b e hugbugug it igis not necessary to be
to this trouble though0 slight but we gain so
much upon the season securing fruit when it
is most enjoyable that the trouble is amply
paid for

three plants to each hill I1 think sufficient
and for the watermelon ninelinenineline ffeet apart should
be the distance muskmelonsMuskmelonsmelona can be planted
closer in a patch containing several rows
the hills for the second row should fall oppo-
site the spaces in thetile first and thus through-
out the whole this distributes them more ullliluni-
formly

hiihitni-
i and brings more hills upon the ground
it is often the case in clean cultivation that

I1 our vines are much blown about and twisted
I1I1 by the winds as theretherb is nothing for theirweir
tendrils to cling to this can be obviated by
laying down brush here and there for them to
twine about

I1 A frequent cause of failure in growing all
vines one which often blasts all our hophopes of
an abundant yield of fruit is drouth if their
season for setting fruit occurs during a severe
drouth their blossoms wither and the embryo
fruit drops to the groundround this waswag very ap-
parent to me the past season when I1 saw
thousands of instances in the watermelon
muskmelon squash japan melonmelonandand also
pumpkins in the field if our vines are many
vewe cannot remedy the evil as the remedy

would involve too much labor but itif ffewew we
can do much to help counteract it A sprink-
ling of plaster and abundant watering daily
at evening will help us it is moisture in the
atmosphere thathat is needed this will be ap-
parent to a careful observer ilehe will observe
that during such a period if a shower occurs
though it may not penetrate the ground two
inches many of the blossoms then opening
will set for fruit after the fuitbuit has formed
and acacquiredaired a little size the vines should be
pinchedI1 off at their tips their tendency is then
to throw out new shoots at the first joint be-
low these new shoots should also be clipped
off as fast as they grow as this retardsregards the

I1 sap for the benefit of the fruit this course
should be persevered in and it is easily and
quickly done with a hoe

there arearc mamanynv varieties of melons that are
excellent but it isis difficult to tell which varie-
ty is adapted to a particular locality manymady
of those that are very fine at the south require
too lonionlonglona a season verrverianand too much heat to mature
here we have sorts that are ivellwell known
and have been grown0 with us for generations
back yetvet theretrarer e rfinerer soiboiboitsts that many have
never heard of these finer sorts and their
peculiar points of excellence are what wewo
wish to know about I1 refer more particularly
to the watermelon A watermelon to be
good should first of all be capable of fully
maturing and ripening where it is planted its
rind should be thin about halfhalt an inckinan in
thickness and its flesh should be solid to the
core tender sweet melting and juicy its flesh
whether red or of a rose color should be clear
not dull free from stringinessstringy ness and freefrea from
that rank taste which isis not uncommon tou
thoethose sold in our markets

there is as much difference in the flavor of
melons as theresthere is ineingin grapesgrapey or pears hownow j

it with manymady of the melons we find sold in
cities some of them possess rinds fully an
inch thick rap them and theytiley would soundpound
like a pumppumpkinkipkiv opopanan them aridand we do not find
the melting solid fleshed melon we like but
the center is hollow the flesh foxy it is
ignorance of there bebeinging better varieties that
is the reason for ththesee e being cultivated and
carelessness in the cultivation of poor ones
it is well known that all vines are liable to
hybridize if planted near members of their
own families for this reason muskmelonsmuskmelons
squashes pumpkins vegetable eggs jonass
geurdsgourds etc should be kept far separate
watermelonsWatermelons citronscitronacitrons and japan melons also
freely hybridize and mustmost be planted further
than a1 few rods apart to secure pure seed
all separate varieties of each must beDC kept at
a distance from each other if we desire to
keep them distinct it is ignorance and care-
lessness of this law of nature that causes the
deteriorationbeteri option of our vines it is not my pur-
pose to give a list of those sorts I1 havehare found
good or are myiny present favorites I1 would
refer all hosethose that desire a list of egood varie-
ties lo10 downDawndowningings fruits and fffruitu it trees ctof
america I1 have grownrown some of the sorts he
mentionsap and foufound them excellent yarlevarietiesties
but many of them are new and are not to bab
found at any seed store that I1 am aware of

in the foreforegoinggolrig I1 have referred more part
to the watermelonWatermeon but the cultivation

of bothhoth watermelonsWater melons and muskmelonsMusk melons is so
similar that that wh cheh is good for one willwll
answer for both the latter however is not
so partial to a sandy soil and will grow with
more freedom upon one that is not than the
former there are mmanymahyany varieties of both
kinds of melons that will keep a long timetimp
downing tells of some that are called winter
mmelonseions which are grown in the south of
europe and will keep until winter I1 have
never seen them however but have grown
and kept yaterWaterwatermelonswatermelonsWater melons until january when
they were inin a good state of preservation

wherever the soil is loamy and rich water-
melon and other vine seeds if soaked previous
to plantplantingilig and during the season hoed weed


