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law of my Gospel, untoe the poor and
the needy, he shall, with the wicked,
lift up his eyes In hell, being in tor-
ment.”! Doc. & Cov. Sec. 104, verse 18.

By this point blank declaration,
couched In language that is both ex-
plicit and awe-inspiring, charity to the
poor I8 made a condition of salvation,
and the soul i8 lost that fails t0 comply
with it. In vain are all other works,
professions and ordinances, if this
great law be not observed. Disobedi-
ence to it is fatal. Neither John the
Baptlst nor Joseph the Seer lald down
an arbitrary dogma, {n making this re-
quirement of all disciples: they merely
gave a key to an important portion of
the philosophy of salvation. The
kingdom of heaven 18 at war with the
fallen, ecarnal and selfish nature of
mortals in their unregenerate state:
and he who adheres to one must aban-
don the other. Men are saved by over-
coming their own selfishness angd
learning to love each other. In order
that they may thus overcome and ful-
fill the law of love, they must have a
tralning, education and digcipline

of a kind adapted to ald the
desired direction. T T

The divine requirement made of a
man of wealth, to divide his substance
with the poor, if complied with, will
produce two effects upon hig, soul:
Tirat, he will hecome emancipated from
a slavish devotion to the things of this
world, which perish with the using,
no portion of which he can take with
him beyond the grave. His selfish and
carnal nature will become changed,
and he will assume an elevated plane
of exlstence, spirltually and otherwipe.
The realization that God as well as his
own conecience approves the promotion
he has achieved, increases his joy, and
thereby furthers the object for which he
was created, Becond, the hknowledge
that he e relleving suffering expands
his soul,enlarges his sympathies.and in-
crenges his capacity to love and to re-
celve love, it causes a spiritual
growth and development that must take
place before he can be either worthy
or prepared to associate with God, an-
gels and the spirits of just men made
perfect, the denizens of heaven,

The payment in the usual manner of
tithing, and fast and other offerings
that are called for from time to time.
hy the proper authorities of the Church.
should be strictly and promptly attended
to. It la a compliznce with the law
which entities the memher go comply-
Ing to the blessings predicated upon his
obedlence. But there is something in
addition to all this that he may do,

that will wonderfully add to
his reward, When he pays
his tithing and donations, he

bas thir testimony from the Spirit: hut
there is another blesslng within his
reach. -

Tithing and donaticns paid to persons
duly authorized to recelve them, are
patd in a business-like way. To a great
extent the payment is a mere business
transaction. The person who recelvesn
it Is only an agent, and the person who
makes It does not follow it to its deati-
nation, and seldom knows just who has
been blessed by it, But when a man
who has means goes privately to him
who hae none, and in the presence only
of God and themselves, and fin the
Spirit of the Goepel, makes in-
quiry concerning his brother's welfare,
and administers required rellef, not
letting one hand know what the other
has done, there is n fuller and a holier
compliance with one of the great con-
dttione of.galvation than is poassible by
the mere payment of tithes and dona-
tlone §n & technlical and bupiness-like

v
a calm and holy joy, regults; and fallen
man receives wonderful aid in his ef-
forts to imitate the only perfect model
he haa ever had, the loving and self-
sacrificlng Savlor.

MONEY RULES.

The anti-Semitic .agitation in Europe
the sequel to the Dreyfus affair, Is
believed to have more far-reachlng con-
sequences thanp are apparent from a

casual observatlon. It [s polnted out
that the effect of it is to unlte more
firmly the interests of the Jews with
those of Great Britain, and that when-
ever an international guestion arises,
this country can count on the sympa
thy of the Hebrews. Questions of war
and peape are largely guestions of fin-
ance and therefore the Jewish influence
is considered a factor of the utmost im.
rortance. During the Transvaal trou-
hle, for Instonece, France was anxioua
to tnke o hand against England, but
she did rnot, simply because the pros-
perity of flnancial houses ¢f Paris de-
pended on the success of Great Brit-
ain's aggresslve policy.

Such facts account sufficlently for the
outhursts of the mob, when Captain
Dreyfus was convicted of treason. The
enraged population did not stop to con
gider the evidence, or rather the ab.
sence of evidence, in the case. Nor
did they reflect that every demonstra.
tion against the Hebrews is really a
means of strengthening the hands of
Great Britain, where that race i1s not
discriminated against, as long as they
obey the laws of the land.

It it on record how the financlers ot
a century ago furnished the enemies of
Napoleon with the sinews of war and'
manipulated their operations so skil-
fully that the gold needed to bring
about his downfall was actually drawn
cut of France. This feat might be per-
formed again at any time, if the politi-
cal and financlal interests of the coun.
try should happen to run in opposits
dlrectlons,

THE ACTS OF PAUL.

Another addition to the llst of ecclesal-
astical Jiterature of the early centuries
has just been made by a German
gcholar,Carl Schmidt. who,among a col-

lection of papyri, brought from Cairo
to Hefjdetberg, found a considerable
portlon of the so-called Acts of St
Paul. Within the last year have been
unearthed an allege apocalypse
and a Gospel of Peter; an anclent
Syriac version of the Gospels; frag-
ments of the s0-called Acta of Jchn
and some supposed Logla. or sayings,
of Christ. The latest discovery on this
field, part of the Acts of St. Paul, con-
aists of loose leaves and is supposed to
be a copy of the original, which was
written probably_ in the early part of,
the sgecond century. o 1

From early ecclesiastical writers it is
known that the Acts of Paul and some
other Jterary compositions in some
parts of the world were, by Christjans,
regarded as almost equal in authority |
with the now accepted books of the)
New Testament. Euseblus mentlons
The Acts of Peter, the

the Apostles, The Epistle of Clement is
quoted by Irenaeus and pregerved in
the Alexandrian codex. The Pastor of
Hermas ig algo guoted as scripture and
is found 15 the Slnaj codex. There were
other writings which enjoyved high

way.

By such a course,,confidence and lovej

are strengthened in the Church: self-
fshnees in him that recelves as well as
in him that gives. iz subdued:

reputation in the early ages. Most of
these, however, have not been known
to scholars except frem poor transla-
tions or fragmentary quotations. One

.a'by one they are now brought to light.
spiritual elevation that brings to both— jor at least sufficient of them to enable |

|early churches is tohe depended on

Preaching of |
Peter, and the Revelation of Peter, the|
the Acts of Paul and the Doctrines of|

m—

—
the student to an estim,
thelr true value. ate ot
In the Acts of Bt. Paul, the wqj.
meaning author endeavors to describe-
the missionary Ilabors of the Ereat
Apostle of the Gentlles, especlally jn
Antlochia, Iconia, Corinth, Philipp} gnq
Rome, in imitation of the account glven
by Luke, He adds Incidents perhaps
preserved by tredition and consequent.
ly enbellished in accordance wijth the
imagination of his age. The fragmepg
discovered containsg about 900 lines, 5
little more than one-fourth of the origl-
nal. )
What makes the discovery of practieay
fmportance js the fact that the gjg_
coverer, Mr. Bchmidt, reopens the old
question whether the judgment of the

in
ey

form

the selection of canonical Hooks.Did tn,
not accept literary forgeries as genuipe
apbstolic  writings? The Germap
scholar arguee that a large work, the
Acts of St, Paul, is discovereg ana
found to be nothing but novelistle jp.
vention; and yet thls - book wag e-
cepted, even in Rome. Its spurious con-
tents are belleved without hesitangy

And who has written it? A Preshytap
of Asia Minor. Even when shown, by
Tertulllan, to be a forgery, it wap ay.
cused on the ground that it had beep
written out of love for Paul. Thi¢
book, Mr. Schmidt coneludes, certainly
not written before 160 A, D., could ep.
joy such triumphs {8 enough to set gna
to thinking, and must be taken jiptq
consideration in judging of the authen.
ticity of II Peter and James.

‘This conclusion does not Beem to pe
warranted by the facts. On the ¢gon-
trary, if the epistle of James ang ;
few other New Teatament writings gt
first were disputed in some sections of-
the church, and then on clse examjing-
tlon were admitted, their trial is a ¢gp-
firmation of their claims t¢ authen-
ticity; on the other hand, the fact thgt
some apocryphal wrltings  at  fipme
were believed genuine but afterwards.
when proved to be spurlous, refected, is
an evidence of the carefulness with
which the canon was guarded in the
early days of the church. The pyle
was, that all that which could pe
traced to the inspired authorship of the
Apostles of our Lord was accepted ps
the word of God; hence the hesitaney in
recelving some writings for which the
evidence seemed lncomplete, and the
acceptance of others on apparently gyf-
ficient testimony as to authorship. The
confidence in the “'tact” and judgment
of the early Church in the selection of
the writings for thelr canon remains
unshaken, « .

The difficulty experienced by the enr-
ly helievers In Christianity in selecting
the genuine from the spurious rajges a
guestion of a different nature. 7[f it
is true, as Christians now malntain,
that it was in aceordanee with the plan
of the Almighty to close His revela-
tions to man with the apostolic age and
refer his children forever afterwards
to the written word, why 18 there in the
New Testament no divine declaration
to that effect, accompanied by some
gtatement as to which bools are Scrip-
ture and excluding all other writings*
It took four long centurles to decide
this question, and to this day deubts
are entertained concerning some of the
sacred writings. Christians of this
age reject revelatlons uncovering most
glorious truths on the same ground on
whieh the Jews refused to listen toO
Christ. "We have Moses and the
Prophets,” was their plea; “we have
the Bible,” is the excuse of our age.
Yet the history of the Scriptures dis-
closes the faet that nefther the 0©ld
nor the New Testament was glven for
the purpose of terminating the com-
munications of Ged through Hle Hving.
ingpired servants. It i1s this great fact
that the Laotter-day Saints are endeayv-
oring to present to tl,e world, and every



