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for fun,'” are capable of being Interest-
ed in a very sllly species of amuse-
ment. Those who place any depend-
ence in the "fortunes” told by news-
papers will generally be found to have
low, retreating foreheads, and a cor-
responding poverty of bralns and
purse. Fortune-telling, iike the vices
of drinking and smoking, seems to
flourish by being exposed and con-

-demned.

THE 'VACANT LOT REMEDY,

Living Issues suggesta an ordlnance
requiring owners of vacant lots in this
city to keep them clear of weeds, for

oae of compelling land specu-
}:fort:;urt% cultivate the lots, or allow
others to do so. The alleged object of
this is to abolish poverty in the elty.
The paper elaims that there ig vacant
land enough within the corporate limits
to feed every needy family in the city,
and that there consequently is no need
for' those without employment to go
out into the countty and take up land.

Without discusslng the question of
the propriety of compeiling people to
plant potatoes or sow wheat on their
vacant lots, it may be asked of what
real benefit would that be to the class
of people referred to, except as a tem-
porary means of bridging them over a
deep place? What they need is an op-
portunity to establish themselves some-
where, not In a vacant lot, the price
of which may be beyond their reach,
but §n the country where there is an
opportunity for energy and brains to
build a home, secure a permanent liv-
ing and independence. ‘The Pingree
potato pateh plan may have much to
recommend it from a charitable point
of view, but when the question is of
devising a scheme by which the em-
ployment question is to be settled per-
manently, the vacant city lots are not
to be depended ON.

* The argument In behalf of the un-
emploved ja slgnificant as showing the
shallowness of some modern proposi-
tions to remedy a serious con-
dition. While ¢claiming to be radieal,
they touch only the surface. While
professing to renove evila they ag-
gravate them by arraying class against
class and preparing the way perhaps
for a destructive combat.
S
BAXITATION)

Aecording to Dr. Dalby, the retiring
head of the health department, the City
Council has not made adequate pro-
visjon for the proper cleaning of the

city. The "News” g not prepared to

w well
:ﬁ% }?:, but it hopes that the City
Counceil will see that it has no basls
at all in future. While every taxpayer
desires economy in the management of
the afrairs of the city, not one of them
possessing good judgment or ordinary
iptelligence, to say nothing of sentl-
wienta of philanthropy, will desire to
see economy carried so far that the
health of the people will not be proper-

rded.
IYTgouaa,[row sfckness to spread among
the fnhabitants of the city would be =
deplorable way of relieving the tax-
payers; it would not only add to their
finane!al burdens, but it would occa-
sion much sufferlng and death. . The
mayor of Johnstown, Pa.. in order to
pregent, in cogent form, the arguments
in favor of more perfectly protecting
the water supply of that city, prepared
the following report on an epldemic of
typhoid fever that took place In It:

"During the lagt year there have heen
twenty-one deatha from typhoid fever
tn Johnatown. At the averase rate of
mortality from typhoid In that clty,
twentyv-one gdeaths represent two hun-
dred cases of fever. It {s estimated that

the cash value to the community of
the average life is $2,000, The average
cost of burial at Johnstown Is $30, The
average duration of a case of typhoid
that recovers s forty-three days in
Pennsylvania; the average value of the
patient’s tlme js $1 a day, and the
average cost of medical attendance and
nursing is $30 on a very low estlmate,
fg that the Johnstown account stands
us:

Value of twenty-one lives at
000, . .0 coiite i oo .. $42,000
Twenty-one burials at $30...... oo 630
Two hundred cases, loging forty-
three days at $1 a day...., .... 8,600
Attendance and nursing, $30 a
CABE.. ... ...ivren saaraner rae. 5,000
Cost of typhold [ever to
Johnstown, 18%6.... .... ....$57,230

"If it were proposed that some one
should bhe given the privilege of com-
Ing into the community and levying a
tax on.the people equal to the cost of
a preventable disease forr one year,
there would be a general uprising. But
if the community could substitute such
a tax for the cost of a preventable
dipease, it would he the gainer. The
tax imposed by preventable disease Is
one that ahould not be endured because
it need not be endured.”

What authority is relled upon for fix-
ing ""the cash value to the community
of the average llfe” at $2,000, is not
stated. As a rule parents would not
give the life of a child. nor would
chlidren give the life of a parent, for so
small & sum; and in rallroad damage
suits a human life is usually reckoned
at 35,000 and up. As to the other items
in the report, it may be said that they
also are all very conservative, and the
report as a whole no more than fairly
states the cash coet of the epidemie.

The breaking up of winter and the
sweating, steaming and fermenting of
the piles of fitth and garbage that have
been accumulating for months past,
will begin with the advent of warm
weather. By all means the city should
be cleaned, and all its back wyards
should be renovated, Dlsense comes
from germs and they come from fitth,
Cleanliness is akin to godliness and in-
diepensable to health; and a reasonable
force of men and sujtable measures
should be provided for the coming
apring c¢leaning under the auspices of
the health department.

A MOMENTOUS CRISIS.

Dr. Isidore Slnger, a noted Jewish
scholar and author, recently made a

founded this representa- |

most remarkable statement regarding
the Mosaic_ religion in its present

1
{atatus. The great guestlon of the day,
he says, is this: "Can and ought Juda-

i{sm to coptinue its existence in modern
which have

tlmes upon those bases
served as jts foundation in the past?
If not, what new form shall Judaism
'be made to assume in order to-ad-
vance both the general progress of hu-
manity and the welfgre of our children
jand grand children?"

The doctor notes that the children
lof his people are disinclined to espouse
‘and suffer for those prineiples which
were dear to their ancestors, and the
conséquence will be that those prin-
ciples in the near future wlill cease to
be more than historical memories, He
calls attentlon to the fact that the He-
hrews In the past were grouped about
the Torah and the Talmud, literarv
works regarded as of divine origin: at
present the contact of the Jews with
} Christlan soclety and with the life of
the nineteenth century. has dealt, he
sa¥vse, a mortal blow to Judaism: the
obmervance of the HRabbath and the
rirmerous rites have hecome a burden,
while a critical study of the Old Testa-
ment and the commnarative historv of
religions have shalken the faith of the

people regardlng the origln of the
sacred books, until parenta find them-
selves unable to answer the guestions
of their children, leaving the latter to
extricate themselves as best they can
from the maze of skepticism In which
they have been caught. He concludea
as Tollows!:

“It la for us who still belong to a
generation which has both seen and
lived the anclent religiouas life of the
parents, to determine whether we shall
in our turn transmit to our offspring
that 'Ez Chayim,’ that 'Tree of Life,
which served as the malnstay of our
ancestors in the darkest periods of
thelr existence, or whether we shall
base the religlour education of our
descendants upon the famous ‘help thy-
self’ prineciple. If the fatter be , our
choice, let us at least have the courage
to carry out that principle to its logl-
cal conclusion; let ais then say to our
chlldren !n all frankness: 'Qur religion,
the rellgion of your elders, does not
accord with your Ideas. We have
neither the power nor the desire to Im-
pose it upon you. Make your peace
with your God and your conscience
as best you can,’ and, that sald, let
us cease to erect new synagogues, let
un close our seminaries of theology, and
let us disintegrate, little by little, our
ancient communal organizations.™

The whole trend of the argument
reveals the fact that tn the opinion of
the foremost Jewish thinkera the
nation {8 approaching one of the most
momentous crises of its history. And
what renders the =situation still more
serlous I8 the other fact that medern
Christianity ofters no sotution of the
questiona that confront a perplexed ad-
herent of Judaism. The Christians are
in a similar situation to that of their
Mosaic brethren. TUncertainty regard-
fng vital truths marks the creeds;
skepticiam alternates with blind
superstition; unhbeljef in sclen-
titie disgulses invades the in-
stitutes of learning and the pul-
pits. The result Is that although the
prevalent Christlanity offers to make
the "burdens” of Judaism easier in
most respects, It has no  real resting-
place for the weary wanderer. The
greatest mistalke of the Hebrews would
be to discard the religion for which
their fathers suffered for the various
creeds that really received their seal at
a time when pagan philosophy was
substituted for primitive Christianity.
It would amount to a calamity to
them, if not to the whole human race.

Judalsm still has within easy reach
the prinetples of truth which ultimately
are to aupply power for the regenera-
tion of the world. It is imnossible to
atudy the Torah, or law, without be-
ing impressed with this tact. When ail
the various traditions of men are set
aslide and we penetrate through the
complex ceremonial rites and behold
n thelr full significance the nioral
precepts, the statptes relating to proper-
ty, to deht, to warfare, to courts of
justice and various soelal relations be-
tween man and man, Wwe ¢an under-
atand the saying of one of the New
Testament writers, himaelf a Jew: “For
if the casting away of them [the He-
brews] be the reconciling of the world,
what shall the recelving of them be,
but lfe from the dead?’ And this
seems to be the future mission of the
chosen descendants of Abraham in the
world, It is to bring about a resur-
rectlon, as it were; a complete change
a8 from death to life. This clearly
cannot he done, however, by glving up
one error and embracing another, It
can only be done by returnin~ to Ia-
rael’s God in all sincerity and listening
to the Prophets He has raised up in thls
age, as the fathers heard Mosesa and
the ancient inspired men. and then
dedjecating the splendid mental, in-
tellectual and material achievements on



