ment Associatious, and unite to-
gether in these socletics, that they
may recelve the benefit of the same.

Brethren and sisters, God bless
you. Let us Iabor with one heart
and one mind, and make our wanta
known unto the Lord. Let our
prayers ascend unto theears of the
Lord of Sabbaoth, and they will be
heard and answered. I know that
if we are blessed, If we are preserv-
ed, and if we are saved, itis and
wlll be through the mercy and biess-
ing of God. I know also that inas-
much ns we will obey Hie com-
mandments we will receive His
protection and blessing. Zion will
arige. Zion will be clothed with
the glory of God. Zion will
be redeemed. Zion will be prepared
for the coming of the Son of Man.
The Jews will ba gathered home to
Jerusnlem. And the promises and
prophecies concerning both the
Jews and the Baints of God will all
have their fulfilment in the earth.
My prayer to God is that we may be
true and faithful to the end of
our days, and that we may magnify
our calling as Apostles, Elders and
Haints while we dwell in the flesh.
Amen.

—~—

FROM PALESTINE.

In company with Biother F.
F. Hintze and Brother G. Grau,

of Halfa, I left this little place,
situated at the fool of Mount
Carmel, on the 15th of Febru-

ary. The object of our excur-
sion was Jerusalem and other his-
torically cetebrated places. The lit-
tle company consisted, beaides the
two alrendy mentioned Elders, of
myself, two Arabs, three horses and
one donkey.

It was a lovely day, ueither too
hot nor too culd; but theroads in this
part of the world are in n wretehed
condition, The previous rain had so
softened the road in plages that the
horses sank down to Lheir knees,
and could only with the grentest
difficulty work themselves through
the mud; and whlle the animals
were doing this, the riders had to
display considerable acrobatic skill
in order to keep themselves in a
dignified sort of position, or else try
the softness of the mudboles by
“‘persenal’’ experience. In other
places the rond wns studded with
rocks and pebbles of all sizes, mak-
ing it a very complicated matter to
move forward. Over the rivem
our horses waded, their bodies half
buried in the water. Otherwise, the
journey from Haifa to Nazareth
was n most pleasant one.  The ven-
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ernble oaks on tie roadside were
sprouting forth their leaves, prepar-
ing their best shrouds for the com-
ing summer; the flowers were in
full bloom, and gave to the land-
scape an appearance of abundant
richness; while the flowers that
grow wlld here are of such luxuri-
ous colors that, having seen them,
you no longer wonder that our
Savlor could say: “Solomon in all
his glory was not arrnyed like one
of these. ??

On our way we pussed several
caravans, and these were all very
large, proving that a considerable
transport of goods is being made be-
tween the coast aud the interior.
For here, where no “‘steamhorses”
enliven the routes of traffic, every-
thing is transported on the backs
of horses, camels, or donkeys, and
the camels are particularly useful.
T counted in one caravan not less
than thirty-six camels (or rather
dromedaries), eleven donkeys, and
four horses. It was curious to see
the large animals, ““the ships of the
desert,”? go rolling along, slowly
but steadily, carrying immense
loads on their backs, and linked to-
gether and fowed, as it were, by a
little donkey, which runs in front ot
them. Among other curiosities seen
on the way I would mention the
women carrying water. Whenever
you approach a village or town in
the morning or evening you will see
a number of women of all ages hast-
ening to or from the wells with their
waterpots. These, whether full or
empty, they carry upon their beads,
genernlly without the support of
their hands, 1t I= really wonderful
how they balauee these waterpots
on their hends. But they du, and
that well. No matter whether run-
ning at full speed, walking slowly,
standing still, or picking up a piece
of wood from the ground with thelr
toes, there i8 the waterpot, as if
glued to tbeir head, and not a
drop of the water spllt. What
practice It must take in order- to at-
tain such skill; and some of these
burdens are not very light. I once
lifted one of these waterpoia full
of water, and judge the weight to
have been between forty and ffty
poundg, n considerable burden to
hold on your hend for a quarter of
a miie or more. It I8 not always
considered safe to travel in this
country, ag it is swarmed in every
direction by Bedouins, genuine
sona of Ishmnel, whose “hand is
against every man,and every man’s
hand agnainst them. *?

The nnme Bedewi (plural ef-Bed)
really means nomades. It is applicd

KLY.

chiefly to those Arabs who have no
settlements, but wander from plince
to place. They live in tents, and
have kept themselves pretty fre¢
from mixing with other people.
Their religion s professedly the
Mohammedan; but they ave very
ignorant, and have only imperfect
idens of Islam. They are, there
fore, not considered fanatie, bul are
always represented as lazy, cuu-
ning, unreliable, greedy, thlevisiy
and without conseleuce. Generally
they kill strangers who do them no
harm, butsometimes It liappens that
an inoffensive traveler is killed and
robbed of everything. Such deeds,
however, they usually execute Iu
the dark, as though they could not
muster courage enough in the day-
time. The government have not
been able to gain much supremacy
over this people, although probably
they do not amount to more than
200,000 souls. So that they stand
here ns living witnesses to the
truth of the prophecy of Daniels
when he speaks of the’ conguest of
the Turks and says: f‘‘But these
shall escape out of his hauds, event
Edom and Moab, and the chief of
the children of Ammon.” (Danicl,
xi, 41.) On our road we met seve
of these dark sous of the descrt, and
it was not always with a feeling of
plensure that we viewed their long
gunsorspenrs. Nevertheless,every-
thing came off well, and to ou®
frieudly greeting, Saba-¢l-thair 0F
Mar-haba, we alwuys received B
friendly auswer,

It was about 5 o’clock p.m. whe?
we arrived in Nazareth, As We
came on one of the surrounding
heights we obtained a flne view of
the elty and its vieinlty. A flock of
children just out from school cam®
running down a bill, and our minds
were naturally carrled back to th¢
time when our Mavior, a happb¥
child, used to play upon these hills:
The whole scene becnme so Vivid
that T wns almost led to 88k
“Which of thore boys is Jesus, Jo-
soph’s son of Nazareth??? Kot &
little while we stopped our anlma
and enjoyed the scenery, and DY
soul was filled with one thought
alone: I thank God for haviuf
permitted me tosee this land.”

Nazareth, the spot where of
Bavior spent most of His childhood;
18 now a place of about 6,000 inhal-
itants, Of these, 2000 are Mahont®
mexdans, 2500 orthodox (reeks. 1
Roman Catholics,200 Unlted Greek
100 Protestanta and the rest Maron
ites. At the time of O
Savior 1t must have beet
very small and instgnificant place:



