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ragHS polynesian MISSION

afiaf address read by elder andrew
jenade sit the polynesian reunion at
aaldersGalders park july 7 1898

when the book of mormon first made
its appearance andana the fact

ibchat the north american indians were
remnant of the house of israel the

aa elders of the church became
in that people and

dewied tb16 approach them at once with
he sacred volvolumeuTne which gave not on-

ly the history of their forefathers but
cordalcontainedned also the fullnessful lhea of the gos

of the lord jesus christchaft conse

dueiqueitly aa ffewew months afafterter the or
geniza t I1 of the church in 1830 we

joaoend 16bozifut of the first ordained elders
jeaving the state of new york and
traveling westward about thirteen
juidred miles to commence that mis

the Lama niteawork amongkimaryatanary
willellwhich has been continacontinueded to a greated
oras less extent by our missionaries from

bat day to this
As the work rolled on the insinspirationpd ration

which rested on the prophet joseph
enabled him to look beyond the

boundaries of the great american co-
ntinent and behold some of the islands

out in the pacific ocean inhabited
to the samebelongedwhoaw 8 peopeopleale from jerusawho camecaimerjaketae ag those the birthhundred years beforeasa ats

the strange sayings of the
historians became clear ande

bested ted the thought that the ships
and others on theharothimiltt by of the american consshoresboresBtemwere not necessarily lost though

iad
out

of no more by the Nephites the
sted the cur

a fy
acts of the deep may have

westwardnavigatorsearlyye
and perhapsper hapa months passed

Wako but sea
fegy during which nothing

anxious gaze ofthegreetedd sky theirimagine1 we canav lib agersVroyvoyagers
and anguishili and finally theftdatyletyS joy when the mountain tops

traditional I1Hawalawa ilka so wellthe and bradlpolynesian song
Wbbown

aviappeared
to

eared on the western horizon
I1 est is easily imagined the beau

fertile islands 0erff the pacificiland
the new home of the lost navisate

and their descendants generaays
generation and in duefollowedi branchof time that particular

idree family known today ab
atoeabe umanhuman islandspread fromracepolynesianesianWyn to groupfrom groupandTidAaa tonwefondfind that hawaii samoa

E iviousI1
we sas the Tu otus theMarquelarthee the austral groupislandsSSiety and numerous other isislands not tonamesrSrenown by separate

constitutingSS oftf the larger islands
the firmzealand are acording to

t veis ataf the later dadayy saints indah
remnantt of the house 0ofa pure

these people the prophet joswas
in view when in 1843 at nau

hadbad
nois he directed BrigBrighaniharp

president of the twelveme9 then faithful eldersto select somefotiesates s
send them as ththee first missionaries

the restored gospel to the pailg
islandslands addison pratt boap

benjamin F grouard and
idenalden
s F hanks were the elders

after beinbeingg ordained blessed
setbet apart by the apostles at thealla the church these four

namesames will never be forgottenforgot tei
ra6

bid their ffamilies and friendsterrael1 farewell and started oh
x by theethemission appointed

to a people who knew not the
afo language their dldeparture was
ded by the saints at nauvoo

1 after aa tedious journey
raae hedtke coast of new eng

wa therechere assisted by kind friends
areae enabled to secure passage on

promfrom new Bedfor fl

october 9 1843 they cacomanBababaonconc oa
A of many months ana

to one of their it proved the
I1 last voyage indeed elder Knowlknowltontoil
F hanks who was sick with consump-
tion before he left his native land suc-
cumbed to that dreadful disease and on
november 3 1843 he breathed his last
in the arms of his brethren and thus
he became the first of our missionaries
elders who died and was buried at sea
the three surviving missionaries con
tinned the voyage after doubling the
cape of good hope and passing the
ccontinentontinent of new holland or austra-
lia and also new zealand they found
themselves one beautiful morning in
april 1844 approaching the little is-
land of one of the austral
group situated about miles south
of tahiti here they landed not with
the intention of remaining but for the
purpose of replenishing their stock of
provisions the lord however
put it into the heartsheartis of the natives of
that little islaislandnd to plead and that too
in great earnest that one or more of
the white missionaries who hadha ddreelicomeome

from far off america should remah 1

with them and teach them the gospel
of the savior of the world of whom
they previously had heard a little
through protestant missionaries who
had visited them their request was
ereT anted elder pratt remained on
Tubua while his two missionary com-
panions continued the voyage to ta-
hiti and thus became the
cradle of mormonism to the poly-
nesian family for here it was that
baptism and confirmation bv divine
q uthority was first performed in this

on the pacific islands
this took piaplacece sunday june 1844

when elder pratt baptized and con
firmed a
man who together with white compan-
ions were engravedengaged in building a ship
nn about a month later on
july 21 1844 elder pratt baptized
eight others among whom were four
T q tivesfives namely babota and his wife
telli baumapauma and damoe whoalho thus
became thefhe first converts to the full-
nessn ess of the gospel among the poly
nnee s other natives followed andanc
on july 28 1044 eldereader pratt overjoyed
ttit his success and full of thanksgiv-
ings to his divine wastermaster had the
cleasureole asure of organizing the first branch
of the church of jesus christ of lat
ter day saints in the islands of the pa
cefic

the time allotted me on this ococcasioncaslon
will not permit me to narrate any de-
tails of this most important mission
the history of which when prepared
by the church historians will makemahe
very interesting reading to the latter
dadayy saints and others suffice it to
say that elder pratt afterwards as-
sisted elder grouard in opening up a
veryverv successful mission on the

islands where nearly two thous-
and natives were baptized during the
few following years elder rogers
after visiting a number of islands in
the society and the hervey or cooks
groups returned to nauvoo in 1845 by
way of cape horn and thus he became
the first of our elders who circum
navigated the globe as a missionary

elders pratt and grouard continued
their labors successfully until 1847 when
elder pratt also returned to america
andan d on sept 28 1848 after more than
five years separation joined his fam-
ily in great salt lake for dur-
ing his long absence the church had
been driven out of nauvoo and his
family among the rest of the saints
forced into the wilderness

elder pratts return to the islands
on a second mission accompanied and
followedfolloWpd by other elders their ban-
ishment by the french government in
18521952 the severe persecutions to which
the native saints under catholic intol-
erance were subjected their isolation
from the headquarters of the church
for forty years the reopeningopeningre of the

mission in 1892 lyby our esteemed vete-
ran elder jamesjamea S brown who Vper-
formed

r
an important mission tocheto the

society islands from 1850 to
by young missionaries and their late
experience withIth the present french af
ficialafici als who in 1896 made abbtanotherher at-
tempt at closing the by hopbap
ashing our Elders cannot be told in
a few minutes twitbut in due course af
time it will be read and our chil
dren as interesting history

nearly seven years after the firstelfirst callWl
for missionaries to the pacific islands
was made another group of the i flarida
included in modernmodem polynesia became
the scene of missionary efcy
latter day saint eldersEidem the esth of
december 1850 witnessed the arrival
at honolulu the capital of the hawaii-
an kingdom of the little whaling ves-
sel

vas-
sel of muscat which hadbad on
board ten mormon missionaries theirnames were hiram dark thomas
whittle henry W bigler thomas
morris john dixon wm farrer jabesi
hawkins hiram blackwellblaskwellBlaekwell famesbarges
keeler and ceorgerge Q cannon after
dedicating themselves and the hawaii-
an group to the serviceser vice of thethea ilordord
these elders separated and in
commenced missionmissionaryarY work on talthee
four principal islands of febee
ejected by the few white inhabitants
who resided in hawaiihama hiram orkand four of the other elders beaacame
discouraged and left the
the five remaining
77
I1 geo Q cannon catnesjiu s keeler
william11 ilam I1farrerarrer james hawkins aidd
henry W bigler turned their atten-
tion

taft
to the natives by studying udnd

learning their languagelazi guage and preaching
the to
cess which attended the labors of el-der george Q cannon on the Islislandofmaul where liehe commenced to braize
june 1851 and where hehea pr

the first branch of theth e chuchuccih
in hawaii august athth 1851
is something that every later flayy
saint takes delight in speaking about
and something too that hasbar
thousands of other young elbers who
like elder cannon have gone octh on
their first missions elder cannonsC
labore encouraged the other eldersEloeirs stadand
hence the success of the hawaiian mis-
sion

As other missionaries arrived thegospel as revealed through the pro-
phet joseph smith was preached in
nearly every village throughout he
hawaiian kingdom and nuinumerous
branches raised up by the elders from
zion assisted by many excellent and
faithfulfalthful native missionaries were
grouped into conferences the nativeseiffewere instructed in the af iththe
church and the Irolyholy priesthood ahering places were vey
thing possible done for the advancement
of the natives in the scale ofbf intelli-
gence and good morals

since 1850 nearly four hundred annerlameri-
can missionaries among whom about
fifty missionary sisterssli havenhave labored
in the interest of their masters cause
in hawaii most of them very success-
fully and many and interesting are thehe
experiences whichalch these our missionary
brethren and sisterssistersconcon relatemate in iere-
gard to their work and associations
with the natives ofbf tosethose la-
lands among hebhe elders whosehose a t
missionary experexperiencelenee was gidgainednedAnin
hawaii are many whoho subsequentlyg
became prominent in the church thus
two members of the first presidencygeorgecgeorge Q cannon and joseph 7
smith four presidents of stakes wmn
W duffuff arancis A hammond ed-
ward partridge and silas S smith twofoof tahl s delegatesdelegates to concongresstress aeot460
Q cannon and john T caine and
many other men of note in the church
filled missions to hawaii inili amir
younger days the kindness hospital-
ity confidence midand phebea
wallanbalian saints Uadwellwell asaa their kinsfolk 3


