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THE POLYNESIAN MISSION.

Anh address read by Elder Andrew
fenson at the Polynesian Reunlon at
Calder's Pdrk, July 7, 1898:

YWhen the Book of Mormon first made
jts appearance and disclosed the fact
that the North American Indians were
a remnant of the House of Israel, the
f Elders of the Church became
deeply Interested in that people, and
desired to approach them at once with
the sacred volume, which gave not on.
Iy the history of their forefathers, but
contained also the fullhess of the Gos-
pel of the Lord Jesus Christ. Conse-
quently, a few months after the or-
ganization of the Church in 1330, we
find four of the first ordained Elders
leaving the state of New York and
traveling westward about thirteen
hundred miles to commence that mis-
sionary work among the L.amanitea
which has bean continued to a greater
or less extent by our missionarles from

to this.
Lhi; g}?gwork rolled on, the inspiratior’
which rested on the Prophet Joseph
smith enahled him to look beyond the
boundaries of the great American con-
tinent, and behold some of the islands
far out in the Pacific ocean Inhablted
by a people who belonged to the same
race as those who ecame from Jerusa
jemn eix hundred years before the birth
Oef Christ. The strange sayings of the
mephite historlans became clear, and
suggested the thought that the ships
built by Hagoth and  others on the
wrestern shores of the A, merican con
tinent were not necessarily lost,though
heard of no more by the Nephites. The
ntle trade winds, assisted by the cur-
2 ts of the deep, may have wafted
Eﬁ:se early navigators westward,
Wweeks, and perhaps months, passed

-2 guring which nothing but sea
av\-d );ky greeted the anxious gaze of
-y oyagers. We e¢an !magine thelr
the vO¥ond angulsh, and finally thelr
!mxu‘l!site joy when the mountain tops

e?q‘t‘he traditional Hawailka, =0 .well
3 wn to Polynesian song and tradl-
oo appeared on the western horizon.
'tllgg'res?t is easily imagined. The be?g-
tifu! and tertite islands of the Pacifie
l cuame the new home of the loat mavi-
be.wrs and their descendants. Genera-
58‘ followed generation; and in du;
bt e of time that particular hranc
Sf_-’“{ﬁe human family known today as

the Polynesian race, spread from Island

nd from group to groun.
'&'oh lsqla‘:: ﬁand that Hawail, Samoa, Ton-
W s, the Tuamotus, the

a, the Marq[;lesa
ciety islands,
ggokg 1glands an

the Austral group,
d numerous othertits-

m by separate names, not to
]a'nd]s; };?ot‘r‘lg labrr-gerplslands constituting
New zealand, are (acording to the firm
Ne];! of the Later-day Saints,)} Inhab-
})t‘::d by a pure remnant of the House of

paracl. pr-ophet Jos-
these people the Prop

Iﬁ :;ads in view when, in 1843, at Nau-
7 filinois, he directed Brigham
vM"m then presldent of the Twelve
" g‘es o select some felthful Elders
iy nci them as the first misslonaries
g o the restored Gospel to the Pa-
|slands. Addison Pratt, Noah
Rogers, Benjamin F. Grouard and
Knowlden F. Hanks were the Elders
hosen. After belng ordained, blessed
chose€lt apart by the Apostles at the
g:adquarters\of the Church, these four,
whose names wilt never be forgotten
in Israel, bid their families and friends
an affectionate farewell and started on
the first misslon appointed'by the
Church to 2 people who knew not the
English language. Thelr departure was
witnessed by the Salnts at Nauvoo,
June 1, 1843. After & tedlous journey
they reached, the coast of New Eng-
land and there assisted by kind friends,
they were enabled to secure pasgage on

to one of thelr unmber It proved the
last voyage indeed. Elder Knowlton
F. Hanks, who was sick with consump-
tion before he left his natlve land, suc-
cumbed to that dreadful disease, and on
November 3, 1843, he breathed his last
in the arms of his brethren; and thus
he hecame the first of our missionaries
Elders who dled and was burled at ses.
The three surviving mlsslonaries con-
tinued the voyage. After doubling the
Cape of Good Hope, and passing the
continent of New Holland or Austra-
l1fa, and also New Zealand, they found
themselves one beaut!ful morning fn
Aprll, 1844, approaching the little Ts-
land of Tubuai, one of the Austral
group, situated ahout 360 miles south
of Tahiti. Here they landed; not with
the intention of remaining, but for the
purpose of replenishing thelr stock of
provisions. The Lord, Thowever,
put (t into the hearts of the natives of
that little Island to plead, and that too
in great esrnest, that one or mere of
the white missionarlies who had come
from far-off America should remaln
with them, and teach them the Gospel
of the Savior of the world, of whom
thev previously had heard a Ilittle
through Protestant mirsionaries whaoa
had visited them. Thelr request was
eranted; KElder Pratt remalned on
Tubusai, while hla two misslonary com-
panions econtinued the vovage to Ta-
hitl. And thus Tubuai became the
eradle of “Mormonism" to the Poly-
nesjan family; far here It was that
haptism and confirmation by divine
authority was first performed in this
Mapensation on the Paeific Islands.
Mhis took place Sunday, June 16th, 1844,
when Elder Pratt haptized and con-
Armed Ambrose Alexander. a white
man who, together with white compan-
fons. were engaged in bullding a ship
on Tobual. About a month later (on
July 21. 1844), Wider Pratt bhaptized
elzht others, among whom were four
natives, namely, Nahota and his wife,
Telll. Panma and Hamoe, who thus
hecame the first converts to the full-
ness of the Gospel among the Poly-
negians. Other natives followed and
on Julv 28, 1244, Elder Pratt, overjoyed
at hls suveccess and full of thanksglv-
fnegs to his  dlvine Master. had the
mleasure of organlzing the first branech
of the Church of Jesus Christ of Lat-
ter-day Balnts in the islands of the Pa-
eifle.

The time allotted me on this oceaslon
will not permit me to narrate any de-
trils of this most important misslon.
the history of which. when prepared
hy the Church historlana. will make
very Interesting reading to the Latter-
day Saints and others. Suffice it to
gay that TFider Pratt afterwards as-
slgted Tider Grouard fn opening up a
verv succersful mission on the Tua-
motu Iglands. where nearlv two thous-
and natives were baptized, quring the
few following years. Elder Rogers.
nfter vislting a mumber of islands in
the Soclety and the Hervey {or Cook’s)
groups, returned to Nauvoo in 1845 by
way of Cape Horn, 2nd thus he became
the first of our Elders who ¢ircum-
navigated the globe as a misslonary.

Elders Pratt and Grouard ennbinued
their 1ahors successfully untll 1847, when
Elder Pratt also returned to Ameriea,
and on Sept. 28, 1848, after more than
five years’ separation. jolned his fam-
fly In Great B8alt Lake CItv: for dur-
fng hl!s long absence the Church had
heen driven out of Nauvoo and hls
familv, among the rest of the Salnts,
forced into the wilderness,

Elder Pratt’s return to the islands
nn a second mission. accompanied and
followed by other Elders, their ban-
ithment bv the French government in
1%52, ithe severe persecutinng to which
the native Saints. under Catholle Intol-

ship Timoleon, From New Bedford
ﬁiss.. %n October 9, 1843, they com-
menced a voyage of many months, and

erance. were subjected, their isolation
from the headquarters of the Church
for forty years, the re-opening of the

mission In 1892 by our esteemed vete-
ran, Elder James 8. Brown (who per-
formed an important mission to the
Soclety Islands from 1850 to 1862),aided
by young mlssionaries, and their late
experlence with the present Freneh of-
ficials, who in 1386 made another at-
tempt at closing the mission by ban-
ishing our Klders, cannot be told in
a few minutes, hut In due course of
time it will be read by us and our chil-
dren as interesting history.

Nearly seven years after the first call
for missionaries to the Paclific Islands
was made, another group of the islands
Included in modern Pelynesla becams
the scene of missionary operation by
Latter-day Saint Elders. 'The 12th of
December, 18560, witnesged the arrival
at Honolulu, the capital of the Hawail-
an kingdom, of the little whaling ves-
sel Tmaum of Muscat, which had on
board ten Mormon misslonaries. Their
names were Hiram  Clark, Thomas
Whittle, Henry W. Bigler, Thomas
Morris, John Dixon, Wm. Farrer, James.
Hawkins, Hiram Blackwell, James
Keeler and George Q. Cannon. Aftex
dedlcating themselves and the Hawail-
an group to the service of the Lord,
these Elders separated, and jn palrs
cemmenced misslonary work on the
four principal islands of the group. Re.
jected by the few white Iinhabitants,
who resfded in Hawail, Hiram Clark
and four of the other Elders became
discouraged and left the islands, while
the five remaining misslonaries,name-
ly, Geo. Q. Cannon, James Keeler,
Wiillam Farrer, James Hawklns and
Henry W. Bigler, turned their atten-
tlon to the natives by studying and
learning thelr language and preaching
the Gospel to them. The glorious suc-
cess which attended the labors of E!-
der George Q. Cannon on the lsland of
Maul, where he commenced to baptize
June 22nd, 1851, and where he or-
ganized the first branch of the Church
In Hawatl, August 6th, 1851,
is something that every Later-day
Saint takes dellght in speaking about,
and something too that has encouraged
thousands of other young Elders who
like Elder Cannon, have gone forth on
thelr first missions., Eilder Cannon's
labore encouraged the other Elders, and
'hience the success of the Hawallan mis-
sion.

As other mlsslonaries arrived, the
Gozpel as revealed through the Pro-
phet Joseph Smith was preached In
nearly every village throughout the
Hawailan kingdom, and numerous
branches ralsed up by the Elders from
Zlon, asslsted by many excellent and
faithful native misslonaries, were
grouped Into conferences, the natives
were instructed in the order of the
Church and the Holy Prlesthood, gath-
ering places were apointed and every-
thing posible done for the advancement
of the natives in the scale of intelii-
gence and good morals.

Since 1860 nearly four hundred Amerl-
can missionarles, among whom about
fifty missionary sisters, have labored
in the interest of their Master’s cause
fn Hawalii, most of them very success-
fully, and many and Interesting are the
experiences which these our missionary
brethren and slisters con relate in re-
gard to thelr worlc and asdsoclations
with the natives of those beautiful {s-
landa. Among the Wlders whose first
missionary experience was galned in
Hawail are msny who subsequently
became prominent in the Church. Thus
two members of the Firat Presldency,
(George @, Cannon and Joseph F.
Smith,) four presidents of Stakes, (Wm.
W. Cluff, Franciz A. Hammond. Ed-
ward Partridge and Silas §. 8mith,) two
of Utah's delegates to Congress, {(Gen.
Q. Cannon and John T. Caine,) and
many other men of note In the Chureh,
fllled missions to Hawall in their
younger days. The kindness, hospltal-
ity. confidence and love which the Ha-
waljan Saints, ag well as their kinsfolks



