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I1 amain happy for the privilege of meeting with
the Ssaintsa1ints I1 delight in seeing their facesand
aamm viryverykry fond of their sosocietyclety

I1 have much experience in the various bab-
its

hab-
itsitsu feelings customs manners and conditions
of mankind and I1 have felt for many years
aaas though I1 would be perfectly satisfied to as-
sociate with those who live in peace with
those who believe in god the father and in his
his son jesus to live with those who believe
in the holy ghost which the lord has bestow-
ed upon the children of men with those who
adhere to all the principles in the gospel and
live according to it day by day such society
would be perfectly satisfactory to me it
would satisfy every feeling every desire in
fact my whole soul without ever associatingassociation
with another wicked person on the earth

I1 have not the least desire nor have I1 had
for years to mingle with a parsonperson who takes
the name of god in vain who in the least be-
trays his covenants who wavers or falters in
his integrityinte rity with hislils god cror with hishia fellow
man buibulbuibut I1 am mostroost perfectly satisfied totoasas

with those whose hearts are filled with
peace with praise and adoration to our god
and whose ilveslives are full of good works their
voices to me are like sweet music I1 have not
the least desire to mingle with or look upon
theth e faces of those who hate godgoa and his cause

I1 rejoice in the privilege of afcinwith the
sainsaintsa in heatinghearing them speak and in enjoy-
ing yiee influence that is within and around
themtheia that inalinfluencelence opens to my understand-
ingin the true position of0 those who are endear
ing to serve their god I1 do not require to
hear them speak to enable me to know their
fefeelingsclings igIs it not also your experience that
when you meet persons in the streets in your
houses in your offices or in your work shops
more or less oj0 an influence attends them
which conveys more than words can by this
the father knows his children jesus knows
his brethren and the angels are acquainted
with thapse who delight to associate with them
and withkiili thosehose ihonho hate them this knowl-
edge is obtained through that invisible inlo

attends intelligent beings and be
trays the atmosphere in which they delight to
live you comprehend that I1 understand
their condition when I1 meet with saints I1
am satisfied all iis right my soul is comforted

you donot seebee me here every sabbath per-
haps you wonder why I1 will tell you
in 11averyVery few words if I1 had my own choice
andandicitbould have my own dictation with regard
to pityphysical and mental labor I1 would set
apart fbfoifbi the express benefit of man at least

savenhsevenh part of theuse time for rest there
argutarout veryver few sabbathsSabbaths that I1 have eeverver

keplin strictly resting from my labors per
anit ne both body and mind to rest perhaps
assembling here on the sabbath is a rest to

jh it is notriot very much of a rest to
those who ave been laboring all the week to
thathe utmost extent otof their strengthtb it may be
somewhat dearestoe a rest to sitbitbitonaltonon chestardthesethe nard benches
bubbut ihben I1 come here I1 have a constant labor
on my mind this concongregationnegation the saints
throughout the world and the world of man-
kind in general are before merue I1 think for
them all I1 would like to take one seventh
part of the time to restbublbubi I1 do not often have
this privilege if I1 had mymyownown mind I1 would
devote the time for ineemeetingsting like thithis withinswithin
the measure of the six ddays and on the sev-
enth rest from all my labors for the express
purpose of renewingre newin the metal and physical
powers oeof man they require it as the lord
well knew hence he established a day of rest
theile natural tendency of the physical powers
of man is to decay and to preserve them as
long as possible they need this retirement from

labor this rest this ease I1 very seldombeldom en-
joy this privilege

our customs are more or less like the cus-
toms of our fathers and their influence is of-
ten stronger upon us than any law there is
not a law of god nor a law of any nation that
exercises so strong an influence upon us as do
our traditions at times to bind us to certain
customs habits and ceremonies consequently
to carry out the old traditions we observe this
day of rest as we now do father went to meet-
ingin on the seventh day and the priests and all
foodteen fbeoplepeopleI1 go to meeting on01 that day it has

een thee custom from timetinne immemorial some
men and women walk miles to attend meetings
some men walk as many as ten miles hold two
or three meetings walk back and are in their
work shops by five on monday morn-
ing custom binds to this and here we
are todayto day in compliance with its force

br hyde spoke of a revelation which he
tried to rindfind in the book of doctrine and cov-
enants that revelation was reserved at the
time theshe compilation for that book was made
by oliver cowdery and others in kirkland it
was not wisdom to publish it to the worldworldandand
it remalremainednedhed in the private secretary br jos-
eph had that revelation concerning this nation
at a time when the brethren were reflecting11

and reasoning wilhwith regard to african slavery
on this continent and the slavery of the chil-
dren of men throughout the world there are
other revelations resides this fonenot letyetiet pub-
lished to the world in the due time of the
lord the saints and the world will be privil-
eged with the revelations that are due to them
they now have many more than they arearc wor-
thy of for they do not observe them the
gentile nations have had more of the revela-
tions of god than is theirthein st due and I1 willsaitbaidsay as I1 have before saidbaid if guiltr before myiny
god and my brethren rests uuponoiloli me in the
least it is in this one thahng tthatat I1 have re-
vealed too much concerticonconcerningcerni godod and his kinhinking-
dom and the designs of 0our fatherather in heaven
if my skirts are stained in the least with wrong
it is because I1 have been too free in telling
what god is how he lives the nature of his
provi dences and designs in creating the world
in bringing forth the human family on the
earth his designs concerning them etc if I1
had like paul said but if any man be ig-
norant let him be ignorant perhaps it wouldatwould
have been better for the people

you may ask whether this is reasonable
I1 can prove it to be so in a few sentences
there are men upon whom god has bestowed
gifts and graces and women who are endow-
ed with strong mental ability and yet they
cannot receive the truth and then the truth
condemns them it leaves them in darkness
when they cannot receive every truth let it
be ever so important or unimportant to themtheir
their neglect to grasp in their faith the truth
god reveals for their benefit weakens them
comparatively from the crowns of their heads
to the soles of their feet and the enemy may
have the advantage overthemin achouran hour when
they think not to please our fatherrather in heav-
en and do his will in all things to walk up
faithfully in the discharge of every duty pre-
paratory to being crowned in hishla kinkingdomd in
when a truth is presented to an intelintelligentilentP ent
person he ought to grasp it and receive 1it inursonhisis faith there are revelrevelations iviswisdomdom
knowledge and understanding yet to be pro-
claimed and whether they will please the
world or not is immaterial to me I1 shall notsot
pledge myself upon a single point

I1 wish to impress upon the minds of the
saints the importance of so living that they
will always know the voice of the good shep-
herd when they hear the voice of the spir-
it of inspiration the power of god throwthroughz li
any personpersonnelietlet the feelings and sensibilities 0off
eeveryv ry one who professes to know anything of
tthehe thingsin of1 god be in a state to know and
discern between that which is of god and that
which is not I1 have exhorted the brethren
all the day long in this way my whole study
is employed and my whole sonisoul is drawn out
to induce this people to live their relreireligionibonzione
how often has it been taught that if 11you de-
pend entirely upon the voice judgment and
sagacity of those appointed to lead you and
neglect to enjoy the spirit for yourselves how
easy you may be lead into error and finally
be cast off to the left handhana Is it desirable
to lead you astrab no ifir would not be a
momentary satisfaction to a saint of god to
a servant of god to one whowilo sees thinthings aasI1they aretoare to be the means of betraying andtdde-
ceiving the whole human family andand leading
them astray where he pleased Forafor anynymanman
who understands the things of god to have
power to lead the human family astray at his
will and pleasure is calculated to destroy it
is ruin it is waste and will finally lead to
disorganization butabut a true servant of god
takes more pleasure in saving the meanest ca-
pacity organisedorganizedsed in human form upon the face
of the earthearthathanan a wicked person can in lead-
ing hosts astray letalet a prophet of god an
apostle or any servant of the lord Jeseshave
the privilege of bringing the very smallest de-
greeee of organizedorganisedsed intelligence up higher andeigherhigher until it is capable of rerecoreeocalvingrecoilingiving the in

telligence of angel sand it will give more con-
solation and happiness than to lead all the
posterity of adam into a wrong path

brethren and sisters I1 have a few words to
say to you with regard to our present position
as connected with future events ffuture pros-
pects ffutureattire kingdoms glories and existence
and the rise spread glory and power of the
kingdom of god upon the face of the earth
you know that I1 am a todayto day person in my
preaching and exhortations they are for the
time we now live in not particularly for the
millenmillenniumlum for the resurrection for the eterni-
ties yet to come for ifit we canran live this day as
we ought to live we shall be prepared for to-
morrow and so on for the next day antiand when
the eternities come we shall be prepared to
eroenjoyY them you are constantly taught to
live your religion for todayto day can you not live
it for one hour begin at a smallsmail point can
you not live to the lord for one minute yes

1 then can we not multiply that by sixty and
i make an hour and live that hour to the lordyes and then for a day a week a month and
a year then when the year is past it hmhas
been spent most satisfactorily

we may so live our religion every moment
and so watch our own conduct as to not summersuffer
ourselves in the least to do anything ththatatwouldwould

I1 infringe upon a good conscience that is form-
ed ansand regulated by the priesthood of godana

I1 in all our acts to not permit ourselves to do one
I1 act that next year or a few years hence will
wound the heart and bring shame and confu-
sion over the countenance but let every day
be filled with acts that will be in our
eions a source of joy and consolation this
we can do you ardar taught both by ancient
and modern prophecies that the lord is going
to bring again zion is going to build up his
kingdom on the earth and reign king of nations
aaatheachebe does king of sasaintsints with all this so
plainly portrayed in both ancient and modern
revelations we learn when we look over the
history of the children of men how they have
apostatised have deserted their colors the
flag god gave them for their standard and
have hewn to themselves aisters that can hold
no water they have wandered after strange
gods and the world hashag faltered and failed
from generation to generationnot only in their
mental faculties and pertaining to the thingsthing
of god but also in their physical existence

how far back shall we have to search before
a people that attainedto the longevitylongiong for

which the body of man is framed if we could
meet here sabbath after sabbath for a hund-
red years to come would it not be a glorious
privilege what parent would not rejoice in
seeing his children and his childrens children
grow up to manhood while he still lived on
the earth to direct their minds and mark out
the path for them kowalk in and lead out be-
fore them in righteousness and holiness in-
spiring them to continually pursue the way of
obedience to the will of their god would
not tillsthis be more pleasingplea sine than laying down
the body in an early grave would it not be
consolconsollaln to a man to live longiongionlon on the

1 earth in the full enjoyment of all his mental
and physical faculties filled with experience
and judgment to direct the steps of youth and
to see his childrenhishishig grandgrandchildrenchildren aandnd great
grandchildren and still cohcontinue ffromroin year to
iletleyearear and from generation to generation until
he is six seven eight or nine hundred years
old but no says a fatherfattier or mother 1I
probably shall not live until I1 see my children
grown uptip I1 will direct them as well as I1 can
whwil iele I1 do live 13 it is seldom that men in our
day can count more than three generations
of their children but suppose we could count
forty or fifty generations of our and
be allail the time guiding them in the path which
leads back to our heavenly father to our
heavenlylieailea venly home guiding our rising generations
byty our examples good judgment and the su-
perior counsel and t experience we have gained
in the things of god of heaven and earth
would not this be consolinconsolinga to every good per-
son

you read in the bible there shall be no I1

more thence an infant of days nor an old man
that hath not filled hlahia daysdaya for the child shall
die an hundred years old but the sinner beinbeing
an hundredundredli years old shall be accursed andana
they shall build houses and inhabit them and
they shall plant vineyardsvin yards and eatcat the ruitfruitf
of them they shall not build and another
inhabit they shall not plant and another eat
for as the days of a tree are the days ol010 my
people and mine elect shall longiong enoyenjoy the
work of their hands they shall not labortabor in
vain nor bring forth for trouble for they are
the seed of the blessed of the lord and their
offspring with them P

the human family has aacainainaln to return to
this state not you and I1 as individualsindividuals man-
kind have degenerated they have lost the
physical and mental power they onceolce possess-
ed in many points pertaining to mechanism
men have in modern times been instructed by
revelation to them and this mechanical know-
ledge causes them to almost boast against
their creator and to set themselves up a
competitors with the lord
standing0 they have produced nothing buthut what

has been revealed to them Inthein the knowledge
of astronomical and other philosophical truths
which our modern great men are searching
after and pride themselves in they are but

1 babes compared with the ancient fathers do
the wise men of modern ages understand tha
laws which govern the worlds that are that
were and that are to come they cannot
fathom til matter they have grown weaker
when they ought to have grown stronger and
wiser we look forward to a day when we must
bebeginbeinin to approximate towards the life that is
eternal the life that will endure you may
ask do we wish to live in the flesh always
no only so longiong as we can endure the suffer-
ings hardship toils labors pains and afflic-
tions that are in this world and make every
day benefit ourselves and our posterity and
our acts redound to our own exaltation and to
the increase of the kingdom of our father who
placed usbushereberet

some of our old traditions teach us that a
man guiltygallt of atrocious and murderous acts
may repent when on the scaffold
and upon highis execution you will hear the ex-
pression bless god he has gone to heaven
to be crowned in glory through the all re-
deeming merits of christ the lord this iais
allali nonsense such a character never will see
heaven some will pray 0 that I1 had passed
through the vail on the night of my conver-
sion this proves the false ideas and vain
notions entertained by the christian world
they have no good sense pertaining to god
and godliness

this ia a world in which we are to prove
ourselves the life time of man is a day of
trial wherein we may prove to god in our
darkness in our weakness and where the
enemy reigns that we are our fathers friends
and thatthab we receive light from him and are
worthy to be leaders of our children to be-
come a lord of lords and a kinkidking of kings to
have perfect dominion over that portion of our
families that will be crowned in the celestial
kingdom with glory immortalityi and eternal
lives if we are crowned to become lords of
lords and kings of kings it will be to rule
and reign over our own posterity pertaining
to this flesh these tabernacles thisthisibis com-
mencementmen cement in our finite state or being abenwhen
I1 reign king of kings and lord of cordslords overowr
my children it will be when my first second
third fourth and so on son rises up and
counts thousands and millionsmillion of his posterity
and is king over them then I1 am a king of
these kinezkings our father who is lord of all
will reign a king of kings and lord of lords
over all his children

mothers really and verily have very geatgreat
influence from the commencement in cormirforming
the leading temperaments and feelings of their
offspring I1 have not time neither do I1 here
wish to fully explain this susubjectjact when a
father is abusive in any way isis a drunkard
a etc if the mother is humble and
looks to her god beyond her earthly lord as
it is her right under such circumstances theme
influence that would otherwise operate upon
liertier has little or no howertopower to effect her offspring
if she secretly prays and lifts her desires to
hertier father in heaven beyond her miserable
drinking swearing husband the sacred peace-
ful trusting ing influence she enjoys
when ththusus civinolivingm near tto hertier god produces its
imimpimnimpressionDressionbion upon the earthly tabernacle upon
the course in life of her prospective offohrspringihring

the father should be full of kindness and
endeavor to and cheer the mother
that her heart mymay be comforted and hertier
affections unimpaired in her earthly protector
that her love for god and righteousness may
vibrate throughout her whole being that she
maya bear and bring forth offspringr impressed
and endowed with all the qualitieses necessary
to0 o a being designedneatoto reign kinking0 of kingsa
and lord of lordsml

but few women have a realizing sensebense of
thehe immortal invisible and powerful influence
heythey exert in their sphere A mother may

inquire what iais to be done break oxoff by
althaithfaith and in the name of jesus christ from
every false principle from every hurtful
icetice and overcome every appetite that tends

to0 injure and desnoy the tabernacle you bear
take a course that will produce life that
children may be born full of life and vigor

and duringdurine the period of nursing let the
mother iele faithful and prayerful that hertier in
fantant may enjoy a powerful godlike and happy
influence do mothers so act or do they
preferrefer to run here and there and to desire this
and fret for that to gratify their aappetiteseliteset ites

look to it mothers that you desire only
hat which will most promote the health and
lifeife of your oftotToffspringspring and ask the father in

the name of jesus christ to enable youyon to re-
sist every depraved appetite antiand let fathers
be full of the power of god to leadleati guide
direct and influence mothers that they may
have no desires but those which are prompted
by thetha influence of the almighty I1 make
therethese few remarkremarks upon life that you may
know how we oughtought to begin to cond ct our-
selves relative to the rising ginegenerationration that
the days of the children of men maynay begbeginglngin to
return to them


