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which is the natlve nnme for revel-
alion.

We have one ad vantage over you
that [ must mention. In our little
goarden cucumbers and musk-melons
are ripe, and we had string beans
for Christmas and New Year’s din-
ners. The vines are loaded with
tomatoes and in the near future we
expect to have beets, cabbage, tur-
nips and squash, NEmo.

Aunyy, S8amoan Islands, Febru-
ary 5,1889.

——

LONDONJLETTER:

A good story is told of Lord Mid-
dicton, the brother of the Mr. Brod-
rick who had fo do penance the
othor day in the law courts. He is
under a parmanent conviction that
he 1 the Bquire in ‘“Robert Els-
mere.”” [ am eredibly informued,*?
he always tells his friends, *‘that [
am the original for the Sqgunire.”
Hie friends doubt it. but he is so far
from sharing their doubts that one
day, when he was calling upon Mrs,
Ward and found her “vut,¥ he
asked the servant to “tell Mrs.
Wanrd that the Bguire bad ealled!?”?
The humor of this family is alwnys
incomplete without an affidavit.

Mr. GHladstone’s cough has entirely

disapptared in the bracing air of
Dollis Hills, from which he niwnys
derives benofit and to which he |s
greatly attached.
. 'Fhe heaith of Mr. W, H. Smith
is not in any way seriously affected,
though he is still troubled with want
of regular aleait and n sense of
fatigue. The indisposition from
whieh he suffers originated, it is
sald, at Windsor, and was probably
the result of the Inhalation of foul
£ng.

The firat volume of the Rutland
Letters, edited by Mr. Maxwell
Lyte for the Historical Manuscripts
Commission, has been issued, and
Ineludes a mass of matter which an-
tiquarians and historians will rend
with avidity. The dlscovery of
these Rutland Manuscripts at Bel-
voir Castle tends to show how high-
ly probably it is that masses of me-

imval correspondence exist in
many of our historieal castles
and towns which have never
{ot scen  daylight. Possibly
t may even encourage tie
lingering bellef—that last infirmity
of the Bhakespearinn student—that
sotue of the immortal Williany’s cor-
respondence will yet be brought to
light frum somo unsuspected hiding-
piace. Mr. Lyte had been {nformed
of the exjstence of n number of old
doeuments in a lumber-room of Bel-
veoir Castle. and while turning them
over he discovered n key Iabolled,
‘Key of old writings over stable.”
The stables wers accordingly ex-
glm‘ed. and the door whieh the key

tted was opened, when the discov-
ery was made that lifted the anti-
quarian henrt of Mr. Lyte to the
seventh henven of happiness. Jum-
bled up amongst old newspaper files
of the varly part of the present cen-
tury wasa mnes of heterogeneous
documents, boginning with Btate
papers of the time of Fdward IV,
and coming dowa through several
stibsequent centuries.
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One of the most inferesting is a
letter from Warwick the King-maker
to Henry Vernon of Haddon Hall.
This letter bears date 25th March,
1471. Vernon was body squire to
King Henry VIL., which monarch,
in entrusting his daughter to his
squire for conveyance to Scotland
on the occasion of her marriage,
charged him to have his rctinue
suitably attired, and ‘“pot in any
mournyng orsorrowiull clothinges.”
There is also a letter from Thomas
Randolph, English envoy to Scot-
Iand in 1563, containing a brilliant
description of the “foure virgins,
maydes, Maries, and damoyselles of
bonor, or the Queen’s minions,
cawle them as please your honor.”?
This, of course, refers to the court
of Mary Queen of Scots, and bears
witness of the cordial reintions ex-.
isting between the Queens of Eng-
land and Scotland. Many of the
latters nlso refer to the stirring times
of the Armadn invasion. Thereare
more volumes of these Rutland
letters to follow.

Mr. Harrie will not issue his
Royal Italinn Opern prospectus un-
til nfter Enster. By the engage-
ment of Mlle.Schlager, the Gopu]ar
dramatic scprano of the Vienna
Opern House, he has filled up the
only important gap remaining in
his troupe, and it 18 now more
than ever unlikely that Madame
Albani will gslng at Covent Garden
this year. The I.ondon debut of
Mlle. Schlager, who is almost ns
grent a favorite with the Vien-
nese a8 was Pauline Lucen in her
time, will be awaited with consid-
erble interest. As regards the rep-
eitory of the coming senson {(which
beging on Baturday, May 18}, it will
probably be found that “Tan-
fiauser’t and “Robert le Dinble?? are
not o the llat. With **Die Meis-
tervinger?? “Romeoc ot Juliette? (in
French), and “Le Prophete” to
mount afreah, Mr. Harris has about
as much in hand ns he enn fairly
the way, the

mannge. B\{f

“cuta’® in ngner’s opera Aare
being very earsfully arranged, and
and will be a happy combination ot
those employ in DBaunheim,
Mayence, and Frankfort. The

rumor that Mr. Carl Rosa will give
Ttalian opern in Liondon this season,
in opposition to Mr. Harris, is au-
thoritatively denied. The only
other opueratic enterprises yet d)ro-
jected other than the Covent Gar-
den ig the production of Verdi’s
“Otello”” at the Lyceum, for which
Mr. Mayer has definitely arranged;
and as this will begin when the
other is nearly over, 1t secms prob-
able that Mr. Harrig will practically
have the field to himself once more.
Mrs. Humphrey Ward, who is at
resent enjoying a well-earned rest
n Ttaly, has received a very pleas-
nnt letter from Mr. Gladstone on her

| nrticle in the Nineteenth Century,

in which hs critlciges that produc-
tion on very much the same lines as
he eriticised “Robert Elsmere” in
the same review, The new novel
upon which Mrs. Ward is engaged
is to he in no way coneerned with
any religious or political prohlemn.
huat to be a frankly human piece of
fiction.

At Mr. Dunbar’s nuction rooms

——

in Dumfries n holograph letter of
Burns, addressed to a Mr. Watt, at

expressing his thanks for the loal
of an unnamed book, bas been 80

for £2 to Mr. Brown, Idinburgh-
The letter was dated from Dumrrie&t
on January 6, 1784 Two Shol'f
business notes in the handw riting o!
Sir Walter Scott were acquired by
Mr. J. (. McNaught, Dumfries, on¢
for half-n-guinen, the other for halt
s-sovereign. The copyright an

stereoty pe plates of ““Burns in Dum-
frieshire, » by the late Mr. Willinot
McDowell, were sold at the samé
time to Mr. Maxwell, booksellers

for £12. J
Mr. Raikes, pos{master-genent,
was compelled o answer mand
guestions in asking the voting ©
£1,785.516 for oxpensen of ‘19
postoffice telegraph service. He “’3
sanguine as to the future of
office finances. Lnst year the
wasn respecmble{proﬂt. curried, the
deficit of £6,000 for the year bﬁfﬂrl‘:
baving been turned into a muce
Jarger sum on the other side of th
avcount. He could not hold outany
hope of cheaper telegraphic rat
and he thought the present sysbe?é
worked well, though it baiely ll’“ip
its way as yet. He was unable
hold out nny hopes in the directioll
of giving free addresses for
penny telegrams, us the yearly l‘xf
which would be incurred was ests
mated ab £400,000. ) {he
The question of bringing od-
Duke of Edinburgh Info the &
miralty as First Sen Lord, isby O
menns settled. The professional "l
mirals say that the duke has he
three commands and that he nugw
to be satisfied. The courtiers Urk
that such cxperience is next 10 :1-
hest of his qualifications. The “‘i
didnte of the regular service 18 Sun
to be Admiral Vesey Hllmilt‘ziﬂ'
The salary of the office is £226%
The opluion of the admiralty BeEFC
to be ﬁlat the du':e will, as likely k-
not, obtain ajmnisston to the bﬂﬂ'm:
now that he is retiring from @0 t
mand of the Mediterranean fl6€
Tt is said that there has been 8 £
denl of extrn cost, owing W0 in
exalted position or the admir®
this command, but the accoul hat
the admiralty are so involved tienr
it 18 not possible to obtain any ¢ = n
views upon the matter; and D ds
ply it 18 urged by the dnke’s fl"““m
that he has been obliged to porfory
wolitical and international duties o
{wlnnging to his prinoelﬁy rank #
in eonnection with the feet. .
“That ig not in Macheth!”’ shC;”er
od one of the "wods® the OWI
night at a critical part of the
Irving’s  performance © wak
“courtyard scene,”” when he ¥
embellishing the text with Som-ena-
his own histrionic iuterpretﬂtlc:se_
The snlly nenriy upsct the hm"ed
It reminded one of what hapPei.,
once at the first night of & Pun
really due to Misa Bm-dd(m"rhelﬂ
“damned?? it beyond saving- -
was introduced a scene in W
child was kidnapped. and,
the mother was restored 1o s
ness, the restoration of the chil the
not represented on the #
incident had to be taken for g
It was the fault of a novelisl: rut Of
curtain went down with a bl



