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tion of the Repuhlican Representa-
tives jn Congresa. A perusal of that
decision will show that the Court
did not touch or rllude to the vital
question involved in thia important
matter, Ttswitched off on to the
polygamy line and devoted its at-
tention to that. leaviog the main is-
sue unexamined and the main line
uniraveled,

This grave questlon ia yet to be
niet, face to fee, without dodglog
or evasion;: Cnn an American citi-
zen be debarred from the politieal
rights nnd privileges common to all
who do not violate the law, simply
for belief in and the practice of relig-
ious principles against whizh there
is no statute, local or national, and
which invelve no evil to the person
or the community?

Thir s the real issue in the 1Jahn
question. This should be understood
by the press and by the country.
The “‘polygamy** hugaboo is but a
ruse on the part of thore who nre at-
tacking the very foundations of re-
ligious llrerty in America. Alllov-
ers of true freedom should look well
to this. for 1t will, If left unchecked,
prove the beginning of the end of
that guaranty which'has been one
the brightest gema in the crown of
principles that adorn the Cunstitu-
tution of our country, and one of
the strongest safeguards embodied in
that palladium of human righta.

THE POPE AND BRAZIL.

THE Pope has consented to re-
coguize the Republic of Brazil, on
¢on-lition that the latter shall accord
to His Holinesg certain reengnition
in respect to legislation atfecting the
interests of Catholicism. It may
seem strange, but it is mevertheless
n fret that Catholicism has a beiter
opportunity to mwake advancement
under o republicnn than under a
mpnarchial form of government. A
moaareh, in his sphere, is supreme,
and may. if he o determines, check
the progress of Catholicism iu his
domain. to a greater or less extent.
But im a republie, a Catholic ele-
ment, when once farmed, is able to
exert a cerfain sway, and to add
constantly to its strength by the
patient but effective processes so well
known to that church,

Hences, while republicanism and
Catholicism nre antipodal to each
other, the former s invorable to the
spread uf the latter, ut least in this
age of the world, tor it continually
holds out the prospect that the Pope
may in time become esufficiently
strong to dictate. The Catholic re-
ligion being the dom!natiug one in
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Brazil, there exists n strong |ro-
bability that, in addition to the re-
markable political phenomena i
bas already exhibited to the world,
it will soom afford the spectacle of
an abeolute power, that of the Pope,
seizitg a frec government. modeled
afte r that of the United States. and
making it subservient to the inter-
ests of the great Catholic ehurch.

f*Mormonism?’ has been aceused
of an ambhbition in the direction of
absolute ruje, and of subverting
the interests of the stute to thore
of the church. What is thus
falsely charged of ‘Mormonism?’ is
strictly and literally true of Cathol-
ielsm, which has recently defined a
policy antagonistic to the religion
of the Latter-day Saints. 1t is not
surprising that the religion of the
Pope shonld array itself against that
ofthe Latter-day Saiunts, for in their
essence the two systems are oppu-
sites. 'The former utterly repudiates
the doectrines that all just govern-
ment is based upon the conseut of
the govermed, and that society
should be ruled on the principle of
common consent, while these tenets
are vital to the latter,

When the world sees the Pope of
Rome recoghize and encourage re-
publicanism, it witnesaes an anom-
aly; but in the present case of Bra-
zil, the anomaly admits of an eary
explanation. which is sufficiently
suggested hy the exchangeof recog-
dition proposed Ly His Holiness.

Catholicism is peeking to become
more and wore extensively en-
trenched in the New World, both in
the smthern an'l northern portion
of it, and while it is antagonized in
parts of this vast field by an increas-
ing spirit in favor of religious tolera-
tion and political liberty, it is en-
couraged in olher parts, by w decad-
ence of populnr sentiment in regard
to these vital features ot a free
government.

THE IDAHO CONSPIRACY CASES
DISMISSED.

ON THURSDAY last, the 3rd inst.,
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no M-will towards the defendants.
nor any desire tn secure the inflie.
tion of a severe penalty upon them.
He expressed hin willingness to re-
commend the eourt to iuflict only
a light fine apon each of them,
which, it was tucitly understond.
should be 25, on eowlition that the
defendants should plead guilty, as
charged in the hndictment. The
latter appreciated the leniency of
the proposal, and so far a8 the pecu-
niary feature of it was concerned,
would gladly have ncceded to it. But
in being arraigned, they hai entered
a plea of pot guilty, and they were
unwilling to change it to one of
gnilty. While the decision. of the
Bupreme Court of the Unlted Stntes
affirmed the proposition that these
men had committed s technieal
offense, they felt that they hmd neted
conscientiously, and were unwilling
to make a record which might be

construed as a confession that they.

had done otherwise.

The prosecution thenm proposed
that if three of the defendants
would come into court and ¢hapge
their pleas, fines would be nssessed

upon those three heavy envogh to,

cover all the rest at $25 each. and
the indictment as ngainst all the
other defendants would be dismissed.
Asn matter resting among them-
selves, each of them would pay his
share. But this was ohjected to as
having practically the same mnral
effect that compllnnce with the:
former propoeition would have hal.

While it ia somewhat unueunl for
a prosecuting officer to enter into
such nepotiations as there with
parties vuder indictment, nothing
illegal was suggested in the present
instapce. The fact may as well he
understood that the court and prose-
cution were in a setious ditemma,
On the one hand heavy expenres
had heen ingurred by the county,
aud the prosecuting officer felt it

[his duty tosecure, at least in pari, n

reimbursement therefor. On the
other hand he had a right to take
official notice of the fact that *he
defendants were good woitizens i

the uoted election conspiracy cases | the best sense of the term, whose

came up for trial at Malad, Idaho.
Fifty-two men were included in the
same indictment, which chargel
them with conspiring to vote unlaw-
fuilly. The defendants had tendered
thelr resignations as members of the
#*Mormon’? Chureh,under the belief
that, by so resigning, they could
Jawfully take the registration oath
and vote.

To the eredit of the proaccuting
officer, D. W. Btundrod. Esqg,, it
may be stated that he manifested

crime wasonly roerror of judgment
and not an act involving moral tur-
pitude. The court bad a right totake
judicial notice of the same faet. and
in reality did so, These ¢ircumatances
explain in part the reasons for ne-
gotiations which faultfinders might
perhaps eritivise as irregular, but
which were entirely within the
law. The more serious ferturesof the
dilemma in* which the courtand
prosecuting attorney found them-
selves will be explained further on.



