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date we shall be able to travel through-
out Farther India by rail. Al present
a large part of the interior transporfation
has to be done upon elephants, the only
beasts which are able to make their way
through the thick jungle. The king
speaks English fluently and reads it with
ease. It is not etiguette, however, for
him to use anything else than his own
language during his audiences, and tor
this reason he will have an interpreter
during his travels in this country.

The elephant is the royal beast of
Siam. You see elephant pictures on all
the flags The old coins had an ele-
phant printed on them, and the white
elephant,’in fact, forms what you would
call the court-of-arms of the king. The
Siamese are Buddhists. They believe
in the trensmigration of souls. They
think that the souls of their herces or
greatest men go into elephants and of
the very grealest into tne white ele.
phants. It w s for this reason that white
elephants were worshiped in times past,
Today the king keeps a pumber of
white eleghants m his palace stables. I
asked to be shown these beasts duaring
my visit to the palace. [ expected to
find the anima’s decorated with gold and
purple and fastened with go'den chaias.
I was shown something far different.
The stables were dirty wgoden sheds,
and the elephants were tied with rough
ropes to woodden posts. The keepars in
charge of them were dirty and there was
no sign of royalty about them The
elephants themselves looked freckled.
They were not pure white by any means
and | bave since learn-d that the white
elephant is a diseased elephant. His
whiteness is more like that of Jeprosv
than nature, and he is the ugliest beast
of the elephant kind.

I spent some time in the wonderful
huddhlslq temples of Bangkok. There
was one right next to the palace of the
king, in which his majesty daily wor-
ships during his stay in bis capital This
temple has a S}mre huadreds of feet high
made of coil after coil of masonry plated
with gold. There is, | was told, more
than $100.000 worth ot gold upon it. It
has doors of ebony inlaid with mother-
of-pearl, and it is lighted with candles of
all sizes, some as big around as your
finger, others of the size of your waist.
These candles are in candles Icks plated
with gold. They will burn for weeks
,and their flickering flames are supposed
to disposz of a mullitude of sins. In
this temple there is one rcom the floor
ot which is covered with a carpet of
woven silver wire. Iis chief idol is the
famed emerald god.

This god is about a foot high. It is
made of pure gold, mixed with jewels.
It is set with diamonds, topazes, sap-
phires and rubies, and it represents a
vast amount of money. Tne idol is
placed high up above the floor of the
temple, almost under the roof It lIsso
high that it is hard to appreciate its
value, but so holy that the king bows
before it every morning, and the hun-
dred ladies of the harem come tn now
and then, and, bending their naked
knees upon the cold floor, pray to it
Siam has hundreds of other temples.
They are by all odds the finest buildings
in Bangkok. The contributions to them
and the priests do much to keep the
people poor. There is no city of the
world that has so many Buddhist priests
as Bangkok. Siam is the home of
Buddhism and Bangkok is the central
station for its worship. There are 25,000
Buddhist priests in thescity, These are

of all ages, from sixteen to eighty, and
the religion is such that any man can be
a priest if he chooses. Every Siamese
man is expected to become a priest for
a certain part of his life, and King Chu-
lalongkorn has, I am told, served two
terms in the priesthood. This being a
priest changes a man’s_relations to his
fellows for the time. He is then con-
sidered holy to his family as well as to
others. { saw mothers bowing down to
their boy’s sons who were acting as
priests. The priests shave their beads.
They go about with nothing but yellow
strips of cloth wound around them, rely-

ing upon the gifts of the people for tood.
They have certain times in the moraing
and evening daring which they go from
bouse to "house for rice. The people
bring out the rice in pots, ready cooked,
When the priests come along they drop
on their knees, and, {olding their hands,
as though praying, they ask the priest
to accept their gifts. I was told that the-
priests never make direct requests for
alms, and that the offerings to a large
exteat are voluntary.
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