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‘“active politicinns® to draw offleinl
chestnute out of the fire.

By consenting to be used in this
second-band way these magnani-
moustrustees have been rewarded by
the burping of their fingers. Bo
far a8 present appenrances go, the
scorching has beun so severe that
the chestnuts had to be dropped:
and they, together with these who
inspired the proceedings—which
could ecarcely be characterized by
uny other name than an infamous
publie scandal—are a disappointed
lot.

What took place Feb. 14 was a
striking offset to the intention in-
dicated by the conduct of Mr.
Baskin, to proclaim that a close
investigation had been smothered
by his being ejected from the
proceedings. Who is it that has
smothered the Investigation now,
in view of the rulings of FEx-
aminer Harkness, to the effect
thnt the inspiring motive of those
who have instituted this side-show
shall not be exhibited by convinge
ing evidence? \What is the reason
that he declines to allow the lid of
the polltical pot to be lifted that the
secthing mass of hypoerisy and cor-
ruption bubbling under it may be
shown, and its true character estim-
ated ?

Certain partics and a certain pa-
per have been clamoring for the
making of this examination as com-
plete as it 18 possible to render it,
but this demand has been made
that 1t might merely relate to the
alleged misconduct of the Receiver
and his attorneys. It is a poor
rule that does not work both
ways, and why should the peo-
ple and the court not be treat-
ed fo o manifestation of the true
inwardness of a nest of political
conspirntors who are a disgrace to
buman kind? Itis the old story—
¢« Patriotism on the lip and sinister
and selfish motives in the heart.?”
The pretension was that the protec-
tion of the puhlie schools wns the
sole object. When it is proposed to
show, however, that the subserv-
fence of eertain political ends was
the object In view, an estoppel is
put on the effort made in that direc
tion.

Lt there be no ziore exclamations
regarding « alleged attempts to
smother facts In relation to thle
scheme of robbery and political

jugglery in which a particular class
of “active politiclans?! are steeped
to the neck.

‘The anti-‘Mornion?? organ of this
city would now do well to withdraw
its nomiination of Judge C. 8. Zane
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for the chief justiceship of this Terri-
tory, otherwise let it come out fintly
and state that the consummation of
the selection of that gentleman for
that office wae one of the fundn-
mental eauges of the trustees making
application to let them into- the
Chureh case.

ANOTHER EPISODE.

ANOTHER fantastic episode oc-
curred on Feb. 13 in connection
with the examination into the con-
duct of the Receiver and his attor-
neys, in the Church case, before Ex-
aminer Harkness. Itconsisted ofthe
elimination of R. N, Baskin, He
presented himeelf, ns usual, in the
capacity of attorney for the petl-
tioners “by courtesy’’ of counsul for
‘the court.

His first appearance in that role
was decldedly interesting on ac-
eount of his presumptuous manner
|and ineclent bearing, whieh were
{ complained of by the otlier side ns

“unprofessional, ungentlemanly and
i discourteous.”” We stated at the
time that his peeulinr antics were
done for o purpose, and these are

the words which were uped in
reference to ikt  “The extra-
ordipary manner of proceed-
ing of Mr. Baskin ought to be

coupled with the fact that he is,
in the most pronounced sensu, what
| has been aptly designated ‘an ac-
tive politician.? Consequently, it
-is more than lkely that his feroecity,
pussionate explosions and splutter-
ing interruptions were the green
fire Introduced into the tragedy for
the purpose of producing a ghastly
effect. Men of his class deal more
in effects than in fucts. In their
line of business the former are fre-
guently of more use than the lat-
| ter.??

The ulterior motive of Mr. Baskin
was that he should be thrown out of
the case, and thus be placed in a
position to assert that the Court was
afraid of a serutinizing investiga-
tion. The reasun for his wishing to
be placed in this situation was that
he had discovered, so far as the ex-
amination had progressed, that he
could make no point, the testimony
as elucidated being, as a whole, a
hetrogeneous mass of unintelligible
statements forming a comhbination
out of which nothing eould be
evolved likely to be of any materinl
service to the parties who had in-
augurated the sernmble.

The point taken, however, by
Judge Powers and Mr. Mc¢Bride as
to the reason why Mr, Baskin should
not be permitted to appenr was well

chosen. The petitioners,or, inotier
words, the school trustees, had been
adjudged in contempt. He had aP-
peared at a previous stage of this
farcical business as their counsel.
The Court had appointed counsel 0
conduet the inquity, so that the 4o
ings of the Receiver and his counsel
might be laid bare before it. After
the alleged contemptuous trusteed
had been shut out of the proceed:
ings. to admit them 1n the shape of
legal counsel would be an insult
to the Court itself. Mr. McBride
acored a kick against his former col-
lengue which ought to have mnde
the latter feel as it on thisoccasio!
at least his legal feet were not mets
phorically encased In moceasins, but
in Number 18 btogans! Tt was IR
the shape of an insinuation to the
effect that Mr. Baskin, legal counsel
for the trustees, was attempting %
creep into the examination surref”
titiously tn another guise.

The irrepressible Baskin W84
granted the privilege of descending
from the charncter of the chief
muck-a-muck in this matter fo thab
of prompter to the court attorneys—
n species of Mephistopheles 10
Mesars. Marshall and Critchelo®:
This aroused his indignation, to 8¢
cept the offer being, according tobi#
statement, beneath his dignity—
Save the mark! There are not?
few who consider that element iV
his case to be what mathematician®
term “an unknown guantity.”

Tt may be deemed a questionabl®
proceeding, so far as the wisdom ©
it is concerned, to throw Mr. Baski®
out of this investigntion, for the red”
gon that that step was exactly what
he desired. If the dignity of the
Court must be prescrved in that wab
why uot tnke the action solely o
the ground of his overbearing 8!
insolent manner, his alleged igno
rance of correct deportment, Pr®
sumed to exist among people of al-
most every grade of gociety? Surely
that, coupled with the protection of
the witnesses and the attorneys oF
the other side from necdless, et
petual, and petulant interruption®
should constitute sufficient grou?
for his not being allowed to contin!®
to appear.

These proceedings remind the
spectntor of the varlegated forﬁlf'
shapes, and colors observed by Jook”
ing fnto & revolving kaleidoscor®:
It is a sort of ““Now you see i, 8P
now you don’t”’ arrangement. It s
one of the most ridieulous and ™"
congruolis mixtures ever presen™ -
in any country, under any cireun®
stances, for the perusal of a disgus
puhlie.



