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aunt said, *Nancy!” and then theY
hugged tighter and tighter and wep
a.

a‘g':aé:ome," 1 said, taking bold of an
atm of each, “you’ll make your heads
ache; and I would like to learn how it is
that aunt has come all the way from
Cincinpati, without letting uskuow any-
thing about it."’ ; ' -

Then they spent a little time wiping
the tears off their own and each other’s
faces, and getting seitled for a talk; and
I took aunt’s binoet and light summer
wrap and hung them up. )

¥ ou must tellus now how it was you
happenec 1o come away out here to
Utah,'? said my mother,

We were all silent for a moment, and I
believe we all thoughtof a little prophecy
mother uitered as she turned away from
Aunt Laura’s door when we were starting
for Utah. I know I did, butit was not
mentioned, although it was fulfilled. 1t
was this:

Yoy will come to me, Laura, when
next we meet; and I shall not treat you
as you have treated me!’?

¢-Have you not heard from Dennis,
then, since he saw me?'* aunt asked.

¢-No, indeed, we have not!'? Did he
wisit you,” said mother. And in the
same hreath:

11y, 1eplied aunt, *‘he did not visit
me. I was traveling, and we haDpeneq
both to put up at the same botel. You can
hardly imagine how surprised and glad
I was to see my dear sister’s hqsband
after all these yeats;it seemed like the
pext thing lo seeing you yourself,
Nancy. Dernn's told me how strenr and
brave and true you had been through
all your misfortunes in the loss of your

roperty; how you would not hear to
Eis asking for 1ime, when he was re-
quested by the authorities of your
Church to take a mission, but insisted
on his going at once; and how, by turn-
ing your taste and ability for doing fancy

work into something more practical and

: 1 u were doing a good business
ﬂi’ig‘.’,’{& only helping yourself, but
others, It seemed so strange; for you
know, Nancy, we none of us ever
thought, at bome, that you could do
anything but embroider or sew crazy
palch-work of knit, or crochet some
fanciful pattern. If I had not known
Dennis 1o be an honest, truthtul man, I
never could have believed it,

I had started for Alaska with a party
of excursionists; but, when I met Den-
nis, and he told me so much atout you,

I concluded to come out here instead.
So 1 sold my excursion ticket, and here
Iam. Now, tell me, sister, how all this
has come about, I see, by looking at all
these happy, busy girls, that Dennis
told the truth, as far as he went, but he
did not te'l haif of it.”

Aunt Laura paused to take breath,
and to give mother an opportunity to
say something. you want to hear
“talk,’* with no unnecessary stops in it
gel two sisters together who_have b_een
Jlong separated _I can only give a liitle
of what was said by my mother and
aunt; just enough to illusirate a princi-
ple, tfie inner part of which 1 caught
sight of then for the first time, although
-1 ﬁad been practically engaged in help-
ing to work it out for some years.

Mother sat hclding her sister’s,hand,
and looking straight into her face, as she
began her explanation ot the extraordi-
pary circumstances which aunt wanted
to hear her tell about. “Dennis,’’ she

said, “‘is pleased to attribute the success
which has attended our efforts, to my
wise management!” Here she shook
her head very gravely, ‘I have told
him,” she continued, “and I can tell
vou, that wise management is but a
small part of it. I will try 1o give you
an idea of the necessities which drove
us into this bu.iness. You know that
both Dennis and myself wefe younger
children in wealthy families; and neither
of us had been trained 10 anything like
responsibilities in financiering, or even
in economy. And when we accepled
the Gospel and left our native city, we
left our comliorlable he¢me, and the
earthly {riends who had always cared
for u3 too tenderly for our own good, as
well.  Here, in Uiah, the gathering
place of the Saints, we landed with as
iitttle idea ¢f how to go to work to com-
mence a new house as any young
couple, with three helpless children, that
ever lived, I believe, We lived cheer-
fully, thoughtlessly along, until our
means was expended; then suddenly
awoke to a realization ot our hapless
condition. Dennis felt the shock sconer
and more keenly than [ did; the first
great weight <f it fell upon him, and
stunned him He lay prostrated with
a netvous sickness before I knew what
had happened. I opened my eyes very
wide when he told me where and how
we stood in financial ruins. But he was
almost too low 1o speak, and my great
anxiety for him, madaz the otherj trouble
appear of too smallimport to me. [ 1told
him not to worry, for the Lord had led
us here, and would see us safely
through, it we would but trust to Him,
and do our best to help ourselves. The
very first thing I did then, was to go
away by myself and implore Divine as-
sistance more earoes'ly than I had ever
before done. 1 had not koown, until
that hour, what it was to be left to my
own resources, and how to put my ds-
pendence upon the Lord and my own
exerlions.

We were living in_this house, which is
much larger than we had occasion to
have purchased, had we ttnderstood bet-
ter o ur real necessities. Deunnis had
told me our home would have to go for
debts, and even then we should not be
clear. My prayer that day was not that
the Lord would lift us out of the difi-
culties into which we had blindly
waiked; but that He would show us how
to extricate ourselves and give us pa-
tience and strength to learn the lessons
necessary 1o niake us truly wise; and I
promised to iry to bear all cheerfully
and uncomplainingly, it only my beloved
husband and children might be spared
to me, and granted health of mind and
Lody- ‘

Denn’s got better, but was not able to
leave the Eouse before the way had been
opened vp for the children and myself
to make a _decent living, It all came
about so naturally, that nothing couid be
plamner to me than the hand dealings of
the Lord in it all. He always works
with simple, natural means, you know;
only we sometimes fail te see and ac-
knowledge His hand,*?

“Why didn't you send to us at home
for help?”? ssked Aunt Laura, weeping
again over mother’s past troibles.

“The thought never occurred to me
that I could do so,” mother answered;
“and if it had, you all told us when we
leit, not 1o look to you for help if we got
into trouble; not even to write 1o you.”

Aunt wept harder than ever, but

made no further remarks, and mother
went on with ber story:

*The day Dennis told me of the pov-
erty which had come upon us, I spoke
encouragingly to him; 1old him I was
sure we would not have to give up our
home, but that a way would be provided ¥
for hin to honorably pay up everything,
if he would only trust in the Lord and
not worry but get well. I then went and
regretfully dismissed the woman and
rirl who had done our cooking and
other work; telling them truthfully that I
also learned we had no money left
to pay our he'p with, but would have
to do our own work after that, They
doubted, sympathizad and then went
their way to find employment elsewhere.

Lol was then fourteen. She and I
were in the kitchen trying to scrape up
something tor supper, when the svoman
who cooked for our neighbor, Mrs. B., .
came in to see if my woman or girl
could go over and heip her that evening,
as they had sometimes done when Mrs,
B had parties.

I confessed to that working woman the
true stite ot our affirs although it
really did begin to seem very humiliat-
ing to have to do so, as the reality of the
thing pressed itself more and more forci-
bly upon me.

Lol had bzen in the kitchen when our
ccoking was going on more than I had,
and knew hetter what and where things
were, and how to prepare them, Sol
told her to get supper tor herselt and the
two younger children, and take some-
thing nice to her father, whatever there
migﬁt be that he would lLike; and then I
asked Mrs. B's cook tolet me go and
belp her, and learn something of her
which would be of use to me. The wo-
man respectiully and humbly accepted
my proposition, and that opened a door
forme that helped us out considerably
just then. Mrs B. gave us an unusual
number of parties during the next few
weeks, and | was well paid for the assist-
ance | gave the cock, besides learning
many useful things which should have
been taught me much earlier in life. [
have sometimes thought, though, that
the most important thing i learned then,
was that cooking and housework are
not the right kind ol employment for
me. They tire and worry me too much,
not being suited to my nature. But I
found, too, there at Mrs. B's whatI
couid do, and do well, with pleasure
and satisfaction, instead of painful
anxiety. It dawned uwpon me by acci-
dent, and our thriving litile esiablish-
me=nt here is the result,

The cook told me one day when I
was there to help her, she should have to
leave Mrs. B. as somany parties did not
aFree with her; she wanted a more sim-
ple, quiet life, even if her wages were
less, She said she bad such a lot of
partly worn clothes, which neeced re-
pairing, and she could never get a mo-
ment's time to mend them. I thought of
ihe many kindntsses she had shown me,
and felt that here was an opportumity
for me to be kind to her in return.

I had never had the least experience
in patching or darning; but the fact that
I could do that kind of us-ful work
quickly and well, pressed itself upon my
mind as if by instinct; and [ asked the
cook to let me have all her clothes that
needed mending and fix them up fer her.
She objected at first, fearing it would be
a great task for me. But I prevailed on
her tolet me have them; and so socon
were they perfectly fitted up under my



