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PERTINENT QUERIES,

A correspondent desires to Know

whether baptism wWas pra tiged among
the Jews betore John the Baptist, and
it there are any references given in
the Old Testament to baptism

That the Jews practiced
known &8 baptism previous to the ap-
pearance of Johin, la very g¢ nerally held
by scholars, for varlous reasons. One
{8 that when the Baptist commenced
to baptize, his opponents, a8 far Qas
known, though they asked for his aus
thority to do so, never pressed him for
an explanation of the meaning of the
ceremony, which they certainly would
have done, had baptism in water been
unknown to them, or an innovation
with which they were not familiar. Tt
ts admitted by all, we belleve, that
proselytes to the Jewish falth were, in
the early centurles, baptized, but some
hold that the Jews borrowed the cere-
mony from the Christins. This sup-
position, however, cannot be admitted,
in view of the Jewlsh antagonism to
everything of Christian origin. The unly
plausible explanation of the baptism
of proselytes is that it Is of pre-Chris-
tian origin. The fact 1s that the sym-
bolleal purification in water I8 found
in Egyptian, Perstan and Hindu sys-
tems of religion, long before the Chris.
tlan era, and the Inference is that the
framers of these religions, all had It
from & common gource, and If we were
able to follow it up historlcally, we
would most assuredly find this com-
mbn origin in the religlon of the firat
progenitors of the humaa family, as |
revealed to them Ly God, thelr heavenly
Father.

One of the most curioti® baptismal
practices on record among pagans 18
that of the anclent Scandinavians
Among them a new born infant was
brought 1o the father who had au-
thority to decide whether it was to live
or die. If he wanted it to be reared,
water was poured over the Infant, and
it was given a name. Several refer-
vnees to this custom are found In Jce-
lnndic literature. By thiz ceremony the
eiild was glven, figuratively speaking,
A new life, It was born agaln, Before
the water had been poured over the In-
fant, It was not consldered a crime to
let it perish, but after the ceremony, to
expose It to death was murder, There
¢an b» no doubt that similar fmport-
ance was attached to water baptiam
among the nations from which the
Scandinavians came, It I8 casy to see
fn this rite a feeble reflection of the
doctrine of regeneration by baptism for
the remission of sins, which must
have been known at the time when
man communed freely with God, And
if the pagan natlons, through the chan-
nels of tradltion, retalned baptism
among I8 rellglous observances, as an
Inheritance from the first ages, It is
not reasonable to suppose that the
Jews, with thelr clearer light had lost
all knowledge of it. It I8 more reason-
able to look upen thelr baptism of pros-
elytes us one of thelr most anclent ob
servances, although such baptisms are
not formally prescribed In the Mosalc
law,

Ad to rederences in the Old Testament
to baptism, Michaella conglders
XXxv: 2, a8 the earllest. There, Jucub
who Is about to enter a new life and
bulld an altar to the living God, com-
mAnds all his household and all with
him to put away their idols, to cleanse
themselves and to change thelr gar-
ments, AS a necessary preparation, That
this “cleansing” was a symbolical purifi-
cation In water Is highly probable, as
anything less than that would hardly
have Leen imporiant enough 1o
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Here are other questions which we
are requested to answer; ‘‘What does
it take to constitute a son of perdition?
Why was Caln's of.ering rejected? Al
the creation of spirits, were all spirits
created egually intelligent?

“A son of perdition” Ia one who has
obtained lght, knowledge and power
1o attaln to the highest - degree of
glory, “and has wiifully glnned against
that light and power and turned
altogether away therefrom, denying
the Christ, consenting to His death, or
shedding innocent blood after recelving
the new and everlasting covenant and
the holy anointing, thus ginning against
the Holy Ghost, which 18 unpardonable,”
Lucifer, “the son of the morning’' who
rebelled In heaven and was cast down,
was called Perdition; those who are
overcome by him after partaking of
“the power of the world to come' can-
not be renewed to repentance, and
without repentance there Is no forgive-
ness. None will be finally lost whom it
{s possible to redeem. Those who are
not salvable go with the devil and his
angels, and are called “Sons of Perdl-
tlon," as the redeemed are called “Sons
of God.” (8ee Doc, and Cov,, Bec, 76, v.
28-49; also Sec. 182, v, 27)

Coin's offering was rejected because it
was not offered in righteousness nor of
talth. He was influenced, too, by the
Byil One, and did not follow the coun-
gel of God. Hlie sacriflce was not &
lamb without blemish, typifying the
Redeemer and His atonement, A8 was
Abel's, He coveted his brother's flocks,
and it was the spirit by which Cain was
aetuated that vitlated his offering, for
“he loved Batan more than God." (See
Pearl of Great Price, pp. 20-22.)

The spirits which existed with the
Father before the world was, were ail
intelligent and innocent “In the begin-
ning.,” Nut they varled in degrecs of
Intelligence, Therefore, somes were
choseny before they were born In the
flesh, to occupy positions for which they
were fitted, and which were necessary
to necomplish the Divine purposes, con-
cerning the Inhabltants of the earth
and their final redemption In different
degrees of glory. Varlety is seen In all
the material creations of God, from a
mighty sun to a twinkling asteroid,
from & world to a worm, from a gigan-
tie tree to & modest flower, from &
stalwart man to a microgcople insect,
In the spiritual world this variety wiil
ulgo be found, (Bee Pearl of Great
Price, p, 61-2,)

It the Latter-day Salnts will make
themeelves familiar with the standard
works of the Church, they will learn for
themselves many plain and precious
truths that are not known to the world,
and about which there need be no du-
blety, because they have heen revealed
from heaven and are the word of the
Lord, It 1a well to depend on that which
I# made certain, Instead of Indulging in
speculations as to matters which can-
not be proven. There are many dlsputes
over little things which are of no par-
ticalar benefit when they wre declded,
and we advige our friends, young and
old, to avold wasting time and breath
over Imaginary contradictions in doe
trine, and discussions of subjects that
are without profit, and that add noth-
ing to the sum of useful knowledge
either secular or religlous. What s
written {8 for our learning, that the
people of God may be “thoroughly fur-
nished unto all good works,"

TO KNOW 18 TO LOVE,

account of the mobbing of
Flders In the southern part
of Hungary it is stated that the min-
the Interfor has prohibited fur-
ther propaganda by the Salnts,
Ing contrary to the well being of the
stute This is the general impression

ey where the Gaspel s pro-

@) for the first time. Even enlight«
wod people ure apt to seein 1t a men-
wow, bofore théy understand that the ef-
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A very notable Ylustration of thia
ith may be drawn from the Southern
dntes of our own Republie. There
J. ®tanding, W. B Berry and J, H, Gibbs

lnld down thelr lves s martyrs for

DESERET EVEN IN G NEWB: SATURDAY,

the Goapel, There John Morgan had
narrow ereapes from meoting a similar
fate, and numercus Elders have been
roughly handled by fanatieal mobs. But
today the “Mormon’ Eldera are com-
mencing to become Known and appre-
olated In that beautiful section of our
country, The peaple are beginning to
understand that that which gnorance
and superstition painted as a terrtble
#pock, I8 really thelr best friend.

We have before us the Chattanooga,
Tenn., News of No 24th, That
paper devotes an entlre page to the
Southern misslon, under the fol-
lowing headlines In large letters across
the page: “What the Chureh of Lat.
ter-day Saints does for Chatlanooga.”
The paper this chiefly from a
financial and business point of view
but incidentally the moral qualities of
the Blders are receiving most cordlal
recognition,

In the Introduction, the Chatlanooga
News says the "Mormons” are “noted
among all with whom they deal as &
stralght-forwird, honest and upright
of eitizens, well educated and
gourtecus to everybody,” And this 1a
4 by the testimonles of lead-
Ing business men

Mr. B 1 Howell, clty
agent for the Nashville, Chattanoogi
and 8t Lotls and Western and Atlans

'

te roads, In quoted as follows:
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not nosw estimute just how
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passenger

business s a good
While I can-
much their

raliroad business will amount to In &
yvenr, [ would roughly guess at abou
$30,000, The Elders generklly come in

enty-five, and,
rallroads will

partier from fifteen to tw
coming and golng, the
handle on an average of twenty-five
people a month, They are all a well
educated, Intelligent olass of men and
during the ffteen years 1 have been
dealing with them, [ have found them
all gentlemen.”

Mr. J. W, SBeott, of a prominent Chat-
tanooga clothing firm, sald

“I have been dealing with them about
tweélve years myself and find them
among our best and most satlsfactory
customers. For the past elght or ten
years they have bought nearly all
thelr supplles of all Kinds here {u Chat-
tanocoga and they are well liked by all
the merchants, Besldes buying for
themselves while here, the supplies are
gent to them from thig eity during their
stay in the Southern flelds."

Mr.
printer,

Bradt, a
had this to say:

“The fouthern misston expends with
my firm annually about $1.600 1o $2,000
for all kinds of printing and are among
the best patrons we have. I have never
met o finer lot of gentlemen In my life,
either soclally or In a business way.”

Mr. Cooke, of another publishing
company, spoke in & simllar tone, and
Mr. Hanna, manager of the Rosgmore
hotel, sald:

“The Elders generally come in parties
of fifteen, twenty, and sixty at & time
Of course they are coming and going
all the time, and we will average prob-
ibly about twenty-five of them a
month. They generally stay with us
about three days, which In the course
of a year will amount to about $1,600 to
$1,700. During their stay In the elty
they generally visit the mountain and
other places, have thelr pletures taken
in groups, etc, 1 have never had a
nicer or more gentlemanly class of
guests in my hotel, In all my experi-
ence a8 a hotel keeper."

Such are the testimonies of leading
business men with whom “Mormon™
Elders come in contact in every part
of the world, People In new flelds
should take notlce of what I8 sald
about them by truthful witnesses In
flelds where they have been long es-
tablished, For kind treatment of the
ambassadors of Jesus will bring both
temporal and eternal blegsings,

Hungary has for years struggled to
obtain politieal liberty, but unless she
{8 prepared to grant her people relig-
fous liberty, political freedom cannot
be maintained even If established., Re-
ligious toleration 18 the foundation of
civil Hberty., Without this solld foun-
datlon the superstructure, if ereated,
will fall when the ‘storm comes,

George publisher and

KRUGER'S MISSION,

The visit of Mr. Kruger to France
reminds one, in many particulars, of
the famous trip of Kossuth to this coun-
try In 1882, The Hungarian patriot,
too, was recelved with evidences of the
greatest enthusiasm. He was recog-
nized by Congress, and his tour from
city to clty was one grand ovation, But
the end of It all was that he left the
country disappointed and with no defi-
nite results as to the real object of
his misslon,

Kruger now is about to leave France,
and he fe turning his eyes toward Bers
lin, It seems, however, that there is
no encouragement held out to him in
that direction, Germany's attitude |s
one of friendliness toward Great Brit-
ain, and no demonstrations will be per-
mitted In that country, which may en-
danger these relations, The Boer pres-
fdent has no advantages to offer as an
inducement for friendly Interference in
behalf of his people, and governments
do not move now-a-days merely for the
vindication of principles Never was
public sentiment more arouged than at
the time Armenian “Christians” were
massacred in great numbers by the
Kurde, but the governments remained
inactive, although a milltary demon-
stration against Turkey would
been a comparatively small undertak-
ing

Nevertheleas, the proposition of the
London Statist, that Great Britain com-
mence pegotlations with the Boer com-
manders, deserves careful consldera-
tion. A polley of Weylerism in Bouth
Africa can only embitter the people,
and eause further trouble. And If this
poliey should be commenced while Kru-
gor 18 making his European tour, his
smoe would 1n all probability be the
ocengion of an  outburst of antl-Brit-
ish sentiment eéven In conservative

jarters, and it 1s difficult to foresee
whit the effects would be, If Grent
Britain has conquered the South Afrl-
can republics, she can afford to show
that magnanimity and benevolence

hich bhecome a mighty empire and
which are sure to lead to conclliution
and peace (n the shortest and most di-
rect way

have

Faot day tomorrow!
General Huller to Lord Roberts. “You

know how It I8 yoursself, now.

Daoctors as well as others have skele-
tons in thelr ciosets, but they like ‘em,

Mushroom eulture |s sald to have be.
~eme o great fad of Iate. And & good

deal of what passes for culture ls but
u mushroom growth,

captury (8 sald to
make I

General Dewet's
be tmminent. He who shall
will be eminent,

It may be possible to do telegraphy
without wires but it isn't possible to do
politics that way,

What a barrel of money old man
Kruger could make if he would only go
on the lecture platform!

When & Territory has a population of
nearly 400,000 it is entitled to statehood,
And Uklnhomu has such a population,

And now the French senate has
passed resolutions of sympathy for Mr,
Kruger, Tsn't thls plling Fellon on
Onsa 80 far as England lg concerned?

There would be no quu-lluu of pre-
serving China's integrity If China had
slwiys pregerved her own integrity In
dealing with the powers,

It seems that it was & warship that
Induced Turkey to order a warship
built in the Unlted States, And thus
it I8 that the Porte saves |ts face but
loses {8 money,

Mra. Lease, once nl lhansas fame, has
returned to that State for the purpose
of securing a divorce from her hus-
band, She wanty an absolute title to
freedom Instead of a mere Lease,

The Abbot, the fastest trotter in the
world, sold yesterday at suction for
200500, It s a good price bhut does
not approach some prices pald by the
Iate [tobert Bonner for horses, For
Maud 8. he patd $40,000, and for others

! larger prices still

For years New York has been trying
to find out where “"Boss” Croker gets
his fncome. In England ghey don't
care where it comes from but they
put It at §100,000, and assess an income
tax to him. Here is a cage where our
English cousins are more practical
than we.

Oscar Wilde, once famous in two con«
tinents as a poet, then Infamous
throughout the world, 1s dead. His was
A strange and meteorle career, and at
one time it looked as though he might
take a seat among the Immortal sing-
But he fell, fell to the lowest
depths of Infamy. He had a truly artis-
tle and esthetic nature, but was utter-
ly lacking In morals,

ers.

The theologlcal classes of the Sunday
schools in the Salt Lake Stake are In-
vited by Supt. Origgs and his aasistants
to attend the Stake conference on Sat-
urday and Bunday, December §th and
Bth. The teachers of those classes and
one of each ward Sunday school super-
intendency are also requested to attend
the Stake conference,

The Dewey arch s golng South, to
Charleston, where It will be set up in
the Cotton Btates exposition next year,
The arch 18 & most beautiful crea-
tlon of & very filmsy character, and for
that reason no sentiment can attach to
it. To haul it around the country is
enly to cheapen it. That which I8 to be
regretted Is that the arch was not
erected In marble and then {t would
have been a permanent adornment of
Amerlca’s greatest city and a perpetual

tribute to Dewey's great victory,
Every year the game wardens of
Colorado make a great hue and cry

about the invasion of thelr State by In-
dians from Utah. This year was no ex-
ception. But when an Investigution was
made It was found that the alarm was

false. It would never do to have it
gald that these game wardens had
raised thelr hue and ery that they

might hear themselves yell, and so to
avold this charge It {8 now sald that
‘tsome Utah Marmonsa' are killing the
deer. It Is an easy way to get out of
a diragreeable situation, but It ts a most
despicable one, These Colorado game
wardens could do thelr own State and
the country at large no greater service
than to go Into voluntary exile or (nto
the State Insane asylum.’

FROM THE RFLIGIOUS PRESS,

———

New York Churchman

Bishop Potter's dignified and nobly
powerful pnmn addressed to the may-
or of New York against conditions
which threaten the moral health not of
any one section, but of the whole body
of the city, speaks for ftself. We print
it elsewhere, and the only word that we
have to say nbout it here I& gratitude
that It should have been given to th
church to volce public sentiment in
this vital matter of civie concern, and
that the church should have regpond.
ed through her diocesan head so nobly
to the expectation of all who are striv-
Ing for righteousness among us. ie
speaks in the name of the social life
of the church, fllustrating admirably
what our academle theorists have con-
tended, that the churchman (s the tru.
est statesman, and that In the co-
ordination of church and state lles the
pafety of democracy,

New York Christian Intelligencer

The tendency of the pulpit of today,
is toward what Is euphemistically
termed practical as opposed to doc-
trinal preaching. Perchanee there was
at one time undue attentlon to doc-
trine, a too great salleitude for intellec-
tual soundness of bellef, but this was a
less serfous evil than the seeking to
bulld right conduet apart from an in-
telllgent founding of it on revealed
truth., Te crowning peculiarity of
Christlanity Iz not the excellence and
superfority of its ethios, the telling men
to be good and do good, but the confer-
ring on them the power to be and to do
what God requires,

New York Independent.

In any case in which marriage is

justifiably dissolved, whether for un-
faithfulness,  desertion, intolerable
cruelty, or any other ecause which
makes 1t Impossible for the parties to
Jive together in marriage, the same
reason which makes it proper that any
other persons should marry makes |t
proper that the innocent party should
remarry. We do not sgay the gullty
arty, though there may be exceptions:
ut one who has proved himself un-
worthy of marriage, who hns been un-
faithful to (s vows, should, as a rule,
be no more allowed to remarty than
one who Ix a tramp or an epileptie, or
insane, or a jallbled, For such & per-
gon the yvows of marriage have heen
proved & mockery: ah innocent person
should be protected against him.

Now York Outlook,

It will perhaps be nsked whetber, H'
a woman s married to a eoruel
drunken, or o worthless husband, \\ho
maltreata  he abumses the children,
abandong her leaves her without sup-
port, she to hove no remedy, Cer-
tninly  ahe ou~ht o have A remedy.
Provislon should be made, in all sueh
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Substantial Xmas Presents at Paying Prices to the Purchasers,
from Now to the Holidays.
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ART SQUARES or CRUMB CLOTHS, all Wool Ingrains, 20 Per Cent o

NAVAJO BLANKETS, a Magnificent Lot Just Arrived.

WEATHER STRIPS, the Best that can be Obtained.
money by keeping out cold.
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cases, as 1s made in New York State,
for an appeal to the courts and a legal
geparation; and whers there is just
cause for such separation, the care and
custody of the children should be given
to the complainant; and where the com-
plainant 18 the wife, and the man has
l.n means to support her, he should be
put under bonds by the court to fur-
nish her support.

RECENT PUBLICATIONS,

The December number of the Journal
of Suggestive Therapeutics is devoted
to the uncanny subject of "materializa-
tion of spooks and phantoms.” That
such toples still can form the subject
of puhblic discussion does not say much
for the advance of the present beyond
the past stage of ignorance and supér-
stitition.—Times-Herald Bullding, Chil-
Cago,

The Christmas number of Harper's
New Monthiy Magazine s In every re-
spect g good number, It opensd with &
translation of Erik Bogh's"The Pllgrim-
age of Truth,” one of the best produc-
tiong of that Danish author It is
heautifully lluetrated by Howard Pyle,
The remainder of the st of contents

18 ap follows: “Above All Helghts," &
poem, Marrion Witcox; "Parents,” E. 8,
Martin: “"By-and-By,” & poem, John

a Dragon” n
“Hethlehem," &

Vance heney: "Enter
story, Thomas ardy:
poem, Ruth McErpery Stuart; "The Ful-
filling of the Law,” a story, Robert
Howard Russell: “Love-Letters,” part
11, Vietor Hugo; “Bernhardt and
Coguelin,” Henry Fouquler: “A Gar-
den of Childhood,” Sarah B, Stilwell;
“Shaw's Folly." a story, Thomas Balley
Aldrich; “To a Cynlc,” a poem, May
Brown Lewls; ‘Vietor Hugo as an Art-
st Benjamin-Constant; '"The Maon-
koy,” a story, Mary E. Wilkins; “The
Mecovery of Ophir,” Dr. Carl Peters:
“Ie Memorlam.” & poem, Ning Frances
Layard: “An Anachronism In Court-
ship,”' a story, Alfred Hodder; “Mo-
tives,” a poem, Willam Hamlilton
Hayne; “Eleanor,”” a novel, part XII,
(coneclusion,) Mrs. Humphry Ward;
“Edltor's Easy Chalr,” Willlam Dean
)lowells, “Editor's Study." The Editor;
“Editor's Drawer,” Introductory story
by Anne Warrington Witherup —Har-
per and Brothers, New York.

NEW CRAND THEATRE

L l MULVIV MANA‘IN

LAST PERHORMANCE ONIGAT

0f the Farce Comedy,

A BELL BOY

——

NEXT ATTRACTION

and Saturday
Moaonday,

One week
commencing
the refined comedy,

“WHOSE BABY ARE Youz"

Writ nn by \lmk F h\\m.

STOCKS, INVESTMENTS

AND BONDS.

Uiay Dank and Commerclnl Stooks a
pther bigh grade lnvestment ucntm“
pought and sold. loans on x-wnn DM
paAying stocks bought and sald
orders from lutmmon\ {rastoes oc

matinee,
December  3rd,

FEEAT PP P24 4224044090404 00040 00445

OWM+MNMNNM’“M R R R e

Boys' Reefer OVErcomls, only. ..., cvvees 1o conns sineis cransss S0.00
Boys' Ulleters, only ........coov..0. e S30.50
Men's Ulsters, only 85.00
Men's Overcoats, only el . 87.50
\‘v'o can save you 25 per cent on your underwear,

. D, 8 Knit Garments . . Y T PR T

v 125

L D. 8 Knit Garments, Wool = aus 1 iS00
Men's Suspenders, Sllk Embroldered ln a lnu Boxes rr
Christmas presents ..,..... o ' . s $|.00
Ladies' and Gents' luhlnl thrlkeuhith up trom ............. 25¢
Boy#' Lamb Knit or Beoteh Winter Gloves, worth :b(, now
DR DRI 100" VARIT Pk i on ORI gusand anseal oxbas zgumte 45t Eend o

Men's Lamb Knlt or %mch Wlntel nlmu
per pair ..o e

Children's and Lidles \uun at rlzhl pri.cn

Provo Mills fine White Blankets, just the thing for Christ-
s presents,

CUTLER BROS. CO.,

36 MAIN STREET, SALT LAKE CITY.

w orlh l.l)c now

o
L 3 ]
«
R e e e R e

%
:
z

eE

GEO. D. PYPER, Manager.

——

Special Engagement of the Eminent Romantic Actor,

FREDERICK WARDE

~WITH-

MR. and MRS. E. R. SPENCER and the
famous Clarence M. Brune Co,

MICNWIENOIINE

QALT LAKE THEATRE,

TONIGHT -Last Performance of

“The Duke’s
Jester.”

PRICES-Night, 28¢c, 50c, §1.0C0, 81,60; Matinee, 28¢, 800, 78¢
and 81.00,

NEXT ATTRACTION,
PHIL MARGETT'S JUBILEEFriday Next

and capitulists -n ncotn @0«&&

i!on. QN U 0
ol

BANK STATIONERY LIFRE OF A P!OM

And prin lpeeuuv attended to at ames 8.
the Deseret Office. Estimates 'éuwblan o et

3 wn bond cloth. Price
:po:mg. mnllhod. Rush orders o | $2.00 m”'“ the %..m News,

lmi.l terms to agents.




