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these valleys surrounded by these
towering mountains were by nature
made grand but when they be-
came the abode of men when they
were made habitable by the in-
dustry of the people who came here
and beautiful cities were founded and
grew up all through these valleys
mens attention was naturally drawn
to our situation and it was felt that
our position was a very command-
ing one and in some respects a un-
ique one situated as it were mid-
way between the two oceans and in
a sort of half way househoube for travelers
across the continent all these
causes combined to make utah a
noted place then the railroad
was built across the continent
this brought travelers to our
land and their descriptions of
what they saw of the beauty
of our country and the
magnificence of our scenery nat-
urally created additional interest in
regard to us and our land and it is
not too much to say there
is probably no portion of our con-
tinent more talked about and looked
upon as more favored than the
land which we inherit for beauty
for health for magnificent scenery
for the agricultural mineral and
other resources utah is considered
superior almost to every other por-
tion of this favored continent
the result tois immigration not

mormon immigration altogether
has rushed in and todayto day the ex-

pectationpectation is generally indulged in
by those who are not of us that the
fate of mormonism isis nearly
sealed that the day is not fu dis-
tant whenwhen the people will be over-
whelmedwhelmeded when the land will be
possessed byy 0othersers anand we be com-
pelled either to bow to the dictates
orof others in regard to our religion
or do as we have done in times past

vacate our homes and go else-
where I1 do not describe these ex-
pectations so much from what I1 have
been told as I1 do from a knowledge
of the spirit which prevails and otof
the failings which exist in the
breasts of men concerning this re-
ligion of oursoure which we testify in
the most solemn manner that god
has revealed

under these circumstances as I1
have said we require as we always
have done the guidance the assist-
ance and the comfort of the spirit of
god many have been the hours
that the only light the saints of god
have had has been that which god
hashaa given through his holy spirit
the only comfort which they have
had has been the comfort that gods
spirit hashaa impartedimparate unto them wee
have d through troublous scenes
we haveve witnessed many times in our
lives when it has seemed as though
we should be overwhelmed israel
fleeing before the hosts of pharaoh
with the redbed sea in front and the
armies of pharaoh behind was not a
more threatening prospect than the
latter day saints have witnessed
many times in their career meta-
phoricallyhori cally speaking we have had
thethe seaam in front we have had the
armies in the rear and we have had
mountains on either side and there
has seemed to be no escaescape for us
but god by his wonderfulbrpower
hashaa interposed and has delivered us

and we have emerged from our
trials and from these seemingly in-
extricable difficulties stronger and
more famous and with greater
faith than when we entered upon
them

will this be the case at the pres
ent time this is a serious ques-
tion for all of us what shall our
future be shall we emerge from
the seemingly overwhelming diffi-
culties that now surround us as we
have done in the past and be stron-
ger for the trials that we have
endured or shall we be overcome
bethemby them and be compelled to suc-
cumb to these influences which are
so threatening these are questions
that we should ponder upon and
answer in our own hearts

there is only one thing that we
as a people have to dread and that
isour own weaknesses and our failure
to keep the commandments of god
this alone can do us injury if all
the hosts of earth were to band to-

sgetherether with their wealth their in
fluencebence and with all the power at
their control and they were to

oppose this work of our god
and the latter day saints were
united and full of faith and inintegrityteg rity
and determined to keep the com-
mandmentsmandments of god I1 say to you
this day in the presence of all that I1
have attempted to describe to you
that there is no power upon earth
that can injure or in any manner
retard the advancement of this cause
and the deliverance of this people
from every peril to which they may
be exposed I1 care not how
threatening the prospect may be
I1 care not how many may be the
seeming causes that menace us with
overthrow and with destruction if
the latter day saints are only de-
voted to their religion and are de-
terminedtermined to keep the command-
ments of the lord

there has not been a step taken
by this church that has not been
foretold in revelation from the
commencement of this work until
the present time the pathway of
this church and the obstacles with
which it would have to contend and
overcome have been described in
plain language to the saints
through the spirit of prophecy
has rested upon those whose right
it was to teach the people upon these
points have you not heard from
the time that you entered the
church oior if you were boriabora in the
church from the time that you
were old enough to understand
that joseph smith in the beginbeginningnin
of this work predicted that it boullwould
have to meet with obstacles and
difficulties of the most formidable
character and that it would
have influence brought to bear
against it that would be very potent
did he not prophesy that in the
commencement it bouli excite the
opposition of a neighborhood
but said he it will not be confined
to this it will excite the opposition
of a township and of a county and
then of a state i and after awhile
it will meet with opposition of a
national character would it stop
there no but it would extend
until it would call forth the opposi-
tion of the world itself have you
not therefore been prepared for
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such scenes as we nowlow WitwitnessnewtTand we have not only his wordbordi
but the concurrent testimony of afah
who have had the spirit of proprophecybeey
and who have spoken to the talatterater
day saints under its influence is tothe same effect there has been noelder whose mind has been enlightened by the spirit of god and
who has looked forward to the fufuturedurwwho has not had visions of this
characham cLerineLerin which he has plainlyforeseen that such would be the
suit of the growth and advancement 1

of this work of our god on theae
earth besides this we have theaba
book of mormon a record tmtrans-
lated and published before
church itself was organizedorganize to
which all these scenes that we aw
now passing through are deacdescribed
with wonderful minuteness adfaccuracy the opposition that we
now have to contend with and the
character ofthat opposition are foforo
told in that book with exceed iri
great plainness and the propropprophettheft
of god have written these thithings
uch simple language that a eh
can read and understand themthe prophet nephi descardescribes
condition of the world at tthetrtimar
that this record should come fo i

had he been in mortality and
hessed these scenes he could bakihave described them it seems tox
me with more minuteness and all
curacy than he hashaa done althoujk
he wrote about twenty four hundhundred
years ago he describes that ahlwl
should be done when this w
should come forth and the chchara
of the opposition it would have
meet he has told us the Vvei
words that men would uusebe inn figfeglfl
ing this work he says that them
would be but two churches up 1
on the earth one the church itrf
the lamb of god and the other
describes as the whore of VAall
earth he sasaysys thetherere wuwould0 id
such a combination against tw
church of the lamb of0f godgo
would threaten it with destructdestra
because the people of the chuichu
the lamb of god would be
few and their possessions wouldwoula
very small and they would be v
insignificant compared with
forces that should be opposed i
them but he makes this rem
ble declaration and repeats it BI
the righteous need not fear oj
what comfort there has been 3

those words to those who ln
perused them in hours of buarltrial 99
darkness when difficulties andandem
gersers have surrounded the saisain
gack and when it has seemed i

thothough0 agh there was no deliverance
them they have brought 00iobstiOB pt
tion no doubt to many a soul
such circumstances I1 know 71
have comforted my heart
time I1 have felt that iiif I1 coh
only be numbered among the ifal
bouseons I1 had no cause for fear A
no one elsoelse if he is righteousou ak

any cause for fear however
ening the prospects may be 1

brethren and sisters we are
in the position that the
described if you will read 4ae

words you will derive not
great comfort from them but
light also for you will i J
plainly the lord by tha
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