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Jung, 1843.
At5 pan., I went to the Grove and delivered
an address to the publie, of which the [ollowing
is a brief synopsis, as reported by Dr. Willara
Richards and Elder Wilford Wood: uff:—

“The congregation is large; 1 shall reqnire at-
tention. I discovered what the emotions of the
rcnple were, ou my arrival at this eity, and I
1ave come here to say, ‘How do you Jo?? to all
parties, and I do now at this fime say fo all, ‘How

do you do?’ I meet you with a heart full of|
gratitude to Alimighty God: and I presume you!
| §
¢l| Esq.) that the right of habeas corpns is included
]:I'”"'Ed Eli:kﬂ wilh thﬂi i" 21:3- charter_ A
men coming along, and I palled up with one band | yote for him.

al] feel the same. 1 am well—I am heart
hardly know how to express my feelings—
as strong as a giant.

{'fe

the stronegest man that could be found: then two
men triea, but they could not pull me up,
confinned to pull mentally until I pulled
to Nauvoo. But 1 will pass from that sub-
ect.

J There has been great excitement in the coun-
try since Joseph H. Reynolds and Harmon T,
Wilson took me; but I have been cool and dis-

and I
i330url| the Missourians too.

cution any longer—before I will be dragged away
again, among my eunemies, for trial, I will spill
the last drop of blood in my veins, and will sece
all my enemies IN HELL! To bear it any longer
would be a sin, and I will not bear it an}hnger.
Shall we bBar it any longer? (One universal
|'NO! ran through all the vast assembly, like a
loud peal of thunder.)

I wish the lawyer who says we have no pow-
ers in Nauvoo, may be choked to death with his
own words. Don’t employ lawyers, or pay
them money for their knowledge; for 1 have
learnt they don’t know anythingz. I know more
than they all. s

Go ye into all the world, and preach the gos-
pel; he that believeth in our chartered rights may
come here and be saved, and he that does not
shall remain in ignorance. If any lawyer shall
say there is more power in other places and char-
ters, with respect to habeas corpus, than in Nau-
voo, believe it not. 1 have converted this eandi-
date for Congress (poinfing to Cyrus Walker,

If he continues converted, I will

I have been with these lawyers, and they have
freated me well; bat I amn here in Nauvoo, and
I got here by a lawful
writ of habeas corpus issued by the Master in
Chancery of Lee County, and made refurnable to
the nearest tribunal in the fifth jndicial district
 having jurisdietion to try and determine such

flassionate through the whole. Thank God, [:should be.
am now a prisoner in the hands of the Municipal |

Court of Nauvoo, aud not in the hands of Mis-
souriant.

It is not so much my object to tell of m
afllictions, trials, and troubles, as o speak of the
writ of habeas corpus, so that the minds of all
may be corrected. It has been asserted by the
great and wise men, lawyers and others, that our
municipal powers and legal tribunals are not to be
sanctioned by the authorities of the State; and
pecordingly they want lo make it lawful {o drag
away iunocent me® fromn their familiea and
friends, and have them put to death by ungodly
men for the'r religion!

Relative to our '{:ilf charter, coorts, right of
habeas corpus, &ec., 1 wish you to know and
publish that we have all powe:; and if any man
from this time forth says anything to the con-
trary, cast it inlo his teeth.

There is a secret in thisz if there is not power
in our charter and courts, then there 1s not
power in the State of [linois, nor in the Congress,
or Constitution of the United States; for the

United States gave unto Illicois her constitution!

or charter, and lllinois gave unto Nauveo her
charters, ceding unto us pur vesled rights, which
she has no right or power to take from us: all the
power there was in Hlincis she gave to Nauvocd;
m!ndE any man that says to the contrary i a
fool.

‘The Municipal Court has all the power to i:sue
and determine writs of habeas corpus within the
lumits of this city, that the lecislature can confer.

This city has ali the power that the State courts | blood in your own defence yon will not offend |

have, anc was given by the same authority—the
legzislature. .2
" I want you to hear and learn, O Israel! this
day, what is for the happiness and peace of this
city and people. If our enemies are determined
to oppress us, and deprive us-of our constitu-
tional rights and privileges as they have doney and
if the authorities that are on' the earth will not
sustain na in our rights, nor give us that protec-
tion which the laws and.coustitution of the
United States, and of this State, guarantee unto
ug, then we will claim them from a higher power
—from heaven—yea, from God Almigﬁly.

I have dragged these men here by wy band,
and will do it again; but I swear I will not deal
so mildly with them again; for the tinte has come
when forbearance is mo longer a virtue: and if

you or 1 are again taken unlawfully, you are at!

liberiy to give locse (o blvod and thunder. But
be cool, be deliberate, be wise, act with almight
power, and when you pull, do it effecinally—
make a sweepsialkes for once! :

My lot has always been cast among the warm-
est hearted peopie; in every time of trouble,
friends, even amonyg strangers, have been raised
up unto me, and assisted rae,

The timme has come when the veil is torn off
from the State of lllinois, and its citizens have
delivered me from the State of Missouri: friends
that were raised up unto me would have spilt
their life’s blood, to have torn me from the hands
of Reynolds and Wilson, if | had asked them, but
I told them wot. 1 would be delivered by the

wer of God and generalship: and I have

rought 1fiése men to Nauvoo, ard committed
them to her from whom 1 was torn, not as pri-
soners in chaths, but as prisoners of kindness. 1
have treated them kiudly. I have had the privi-
lege of rewarding them good for evil, 'They
{ook me unlawfully, treafed me rigorously, strove
to deprive me of my rights, and would have run
with me mto Missouri to have been murdered, if
Providence had not interposed: but now they are

Y  violence against them; for they

writs: and here is that tribunal, just as it

. However indignant yon may feel about the
high Land of oppression which has been raised
against me by theze men, use not the haud of
could not be
Erevailed upon to come here till T pledged my
onor and my life that a hair of their heads
should not be burt. Will yon all suopoit my
pledge, and thus preserve my hono? (One uni-
versal YEs! burst from the assembled thousands.)
' This is another proof of your attachment to me.
I know how ready you are to do right; you have
doue great things, and manifested your love to-
 wards me'in flying to my assistance on this occa~
'sion. I'bless you in the name of the Lord, with
‘all the blessings of heaven and earth you are
capable of enjoying.
. 1 have learned we have no need to suffer as we
| have heretofore—we can ecall others to our aid.
I know the Almmighty will bless all good men—
' be will bless you: and the time has come when
| there will be such a flocking to the standard of
Iiberty as never has been, or shall be hereafter.
- What an era has commmenced! Qur enemies have

' prophesied that we would establish our .religion
| by the sword; is if true? Noj but if Missowi
iwiﬂ not stay her eruel hand ir her unhallowed
Il'wrsecuimns against ue, I restrain you not any
longer; I say in the name of Jesnus Christ,
by the autherity of the Holy Priesthood, 1
this day turn the key that opens the heavens
10 restrain you no longer from this time forth,
I will lead you to batile; and if you are not
'afraid to die, and feel disposed to spill your

'me. Be not the aggressor—bear until they
| stiike you on the one cheek; then offer the other,
(and they will be sure to strike tha'; then defead
yourselves, and God will bear you off, and you
hall stand fovth clear belore his tribunal.

If any ecitezens of Iilinois say we shall not
have our rizhts, trea! them as sfiangers and not
friends, and let thera go to hell and be damned!
Some say they w1l mob us—let them mob and
be damned! If we have fo give up our chartered
rights, privileges, anl freedom, which our fathers
fought, bled, and died for: and which the Con-
stitution of the United States, and of this State,
guarantee unto us, we will do it oaly at the point
of the sword and bavonet,

Many lawyers contend for those things which
are against the rights of men, and [ can only ex-
cuse them because of their ignorance. Go forth
and advocate the laws and rights of the people,

Y | ye lawyers; if not, don't get into my hands, or

under the lash of my tongue.

Lawyers say the poweis of the Nauvoo char-
| ter are dangerous; bat I ask, is the Constitation
of the Umted States, or of this State, dangerous?
Noj neither are the charters granted unfo Nau-
voo by the Legislature of Illinois dangerous;
and those who say they are, are fools. We have
not enjoyed unmolested those rights which the
Constitution of the United States of America,
and our charters granf.

Missouri and all wicked men raise (he hue and
¢ry agair st us, and are not gatisfied. Some poli-
t.cal aspiranis of this State also are raising the
Lue and cry that the powers in the clmrters
granted unto the city of Nauvoo are dangerous;
ane! although the Generzl Assembly have con-
ferred them upon our city, yet the whine is
raised, ‘Repeal them—take them away:? like tive
boy who swapped off his jackrife, and then cried
*Daddy, deddy, I have sold my iack-knife and
got sick of my buargain, and I waut to get it back
again,’ :

Bat how are they going to help themselves?

treatment towards me.

was a prisoner.in their midst, in the hands of
Reynolds of Missouri, and Wilson of Carthage,
As the latter drove up, he exclaimed, ‘Ha, ha, Ea!
By God, we have got the prophet now!” He
loried much in if; but he is now our prisoner,
hen they came to take me, they held two
cocked piatols to my head, and saluted me with
‘God damn yon, P’ll shoot you! I'll shoot you;
God damn you,” repeating these threats nearly
fifty times from first to last. 1 asked them what
they wanted to shoot me for. They said they
would do ity if T made any resistance.

‘O, very well I replied, ‘I have no resistance
to make.” They then drageed me away, and I
asked them by what authority they did these
things. They said, ‘By a writ from the Govern-
ors of Missouri and Illinois.” I then told them [
wanted a writ of habeas corpus. Their reply
was, ‘God damn you, you shan’t have it.?
told a man to go to Dixon, and get me a writ of
habeas corpus, Wilson then repoated, ‘God
damn you, you shan’t have it; I'll shoot you.?

When we arrived at Dixon, Lsent for a lawyer,
who came, and Reynolds shut the door in his
face, and would not let me speak to him, re-
peating, ‘God damn you, I'll shoot you.’ I
turned to him, opened my bosom, and told him to
‘shoot awayj 1 have endured so much persezu-
tion and oppression that I am sick of life: why
then don’t you shoot,and have done with it,
instead of talking so much about it??

This somewhat checked hig insolence, I then
told him that I would -have counsel to consult;
and eventually I obtained my wish The law-
yers came lo me, and I got a writ of habeas cor-
pus for myself, and also a writ azainst Revynolds
and Wilson for unlawfal proceedings, and cruel
Thanlks to the good citi-
zens of Dixon, who mnobly took their stand
against such unwarrantable and unlawful op-
pression, my perseciifors could not get out of |
town that night: although, when they fi-st ar-
rived, they swore I shonld not remain in Dixon
five minates; and I found they had ordered horses
accordingly to proceed to Rock [sland. I pledged
my honor to my counsel that the Nauvoo city
charter conferred jurisdiction to investizate the
snbject; s0 we caine to Nauveo, where I am now
a prisoner In the custody of a higher tribunal
than the circuit court,

The charter says that ‘the City Connetl shall
have power and anthority to ma'ze, ordain, estab-
lish, and execule such ordinoneces, not repugnant
to the Constifution of the United States, or of
this State, as they may deem necessary for the
peace, benefit, and-safety of the inhabitauts of

shall have power to grant writs of habeas corpus
in all cases arising under the ordinances of the
City Conneil.? j

The City Couneil have passel an ordinanece
‘that ro citizen of this cily shall be taken out of
this eity by any writ, withont the privilege of a
writ of habeas corpus.” There i nothing bat
what we have power over, except where restricted
by the Constitution of the United States. *‘But,
say the mob, ‘what dangerous powers!’
dangerous, becanze they will protect the innocent,
and put down mobocrats. The Constitation of
the United S'ates declares that the privilege of
the writ of habeas corpus shall not bé denied
Deny me the right of habeas corpus, and I'will
fizht with gun, sword, cannon, whirlwind and
lh:tlnder, until they are used vp like the Kilkenny
cats, -

We have more power than most charters eon-
fer; because we have power to go behind the
writ, and try the merits of the case |

If these powers are dangerous, then 'he Con-
stitution of the Uniled States and of this State
are dangerons; but they are not dangerous to
good menj they are only so to bad men who are
breakers of the laws, 8o with the laws of the
country, and so with the ordinances of Nauvoos
they are dangerous fo mobs, but not to good men
wio wish to keep the laws.

Wa do not go ont of Nauvoo to disturb any
body, or any city, town or place; why then need
they be troubled about us? Let them not meddle
with our affairs, but let us alone. After we have
beenn deprived of our rights and privileges of
citizenshT, driven from town to town, place to
place, and State to State, with the sacrifice of
our homes and lands; our blood has been shed,
many having been murdered: and all this because
of our religilon—becansze we worship Almighty
(vod according to the dictates of our own con-
sciences; shall we longer bear these cruelties
which have been heaped upon us for the last
ten years in the face of heaven, and in open viol-
ation of the Counstit tion and laws of these Uni-
te! States, and of ihis State? God forbid 11! I
will not bear it: if they take away my rights, |
will fizht for them manfully and righteously until
I am used up We have done nothing against
the rizhits of others.

You speak of lawyers; I am a lawyer too; but
the Almighty God has taught me the prineiple
of law: and the true meaning and intent of the
writ of habeas corpus is to defend the inngeent
and investigate the subject, Go behind the writ,

in my hands; and 1 have teken them into my | Raise mob:? And what can mobocrats do in | and if the form of one that is issned against an

house, sat them at the head of my table, and
p!ar:efj before them the best which my house
afforded: and they were waited upon by iy wife,
wtmn they deprived of seeing me when I was
taken. :

I have no doubt but I shall be discharged by
the Municipal Court; were 1 before auy good
tribunal I should be dischayged, as the BMissouri
wrils are illegal, aud good for nothing—they are
‘without form and void.’

But before I will becr this unhaliowed perse-

the midst of Kirkpatrickites?  No betier than 2
hunter in the claws of a bear. If mobs come
upon yon any more here, ding your gardens with
them. We don’t want any excitements bnt after
we have done all, we will rise up Washington
Tike, and break off the hellish yoke that oppre sas
us; and we will not be mobbed.

ﬁ‘he‘day before | was taken at Iulet Grove, I

friends, and I said to her, ‘Here is a goal people.?
I felt this by the Spirit of God. The next day I

i innocent man is right, he shonld not be dragged
to another State, and there be put to death, or
be in jeopardy of life and limb because of prejn
dice, when he is mnocent. Tae benefits of the
Constitution and laws are ,al ke for a'l: and the
great Eloheim has given me the privilege of
having the benefits of the Constitution, and the
writ of habeas corpus; and I am bold to ask for

rode with my w £+ through D xon to visit my | this privilege this day, and [ ask in the name of
Jesus Christ, and all that is sacred, that I may.

have your lives and all your energies to carry out

4

said city?? and also, that ‘the Munisipal Court |

Yes;

the freedom which is chartered to ue. Will you

all help me? If so, make it manifest by raising

the right hand. (There was a unanimons res-
nse—a perfect sea of hands being elevated.)
ere is truly a committee of the whole.

When at Dixon, a lawyer came fo me gs coun-
sel; Reynolds and Wilson said I should not
speak to any man, and they would shoot any
man who should dare to speak to me. An old
grey-headed man came up, and said I should
::Jaive counsel, and he was not afraid of their pis-
ols,

The people of Dixon were ready to take me
from my persecutors, and 1 could have killed
them notwithstanding their pistols; but I had no
disposition to kill any man; thongh my worst
enemy—not even Boggs; in fact ke would have
more hell to live in the reflection of his past
crimes, than to die. After this I had lawyers
enough, and I obtained a writ for Joseph H.
Reynolds and Harmon T. W.lson, for damage,
assanlt, and battery, as well as the writ of ha.
beas corpus. -

We started for Ottoway, and arrived at Paw-
paw Grove, 32 miles, where we stopped for the
night. Esquire Walker sent Mr. Campbell,
Sheriff of L#e county, ‘o my assistance, anl he
came and slept by me. In the morning certain
men wished to see mey ‘but I was not allowed to
gsee them. The news of my arrival had hastily
circulated aboyt the neighborhood; and very
early in the morninz the largest room in the hotel
was filled with eitizens, who were anxious to
hear me preach, and requested me fo address
(hem.

Sheriff Reynolds entered.the rosin and said,
pointing to me, ‘L wish you to understand this
man is my prisoner, and I want you should dis-
perse; yon must not gather round here in this
way.” Upon which an aged gentleman who was
lame, and carried a large hickory walking stick,
advanced towards Revnolds, bringing his hickory
npon the tloor, said, * You damned infernal puke;
we’ll learn you to come_here and interrupt gen-
tlemeny sit. down there, (pointing to a very low
chair) -and sit stilly don’t open your head till
General Smith gets throuzh talking; if you never
learned mdnners in Missouri, we'll teach you that
gentlemen aie not to be imposed upon by a nigger
driver.,

You can not Kidnap men here, if -you do in
Missouri, and if you aftempt it here, there’'s a
commilttee in thia grove that will sit on your case:
and, sir, it is the highest tribunal in the United
States, as from its decision there is no appeal.’

Reynolds, no doubt, aware that the person
addressing him was at the head of a committee
who had prevented the seftlers on the publie
domain from being imposed upon by land specu-
lators, sat down in silence, while I'addressed the
assembly for an hour and a half on the subject of
marriage: my visitors bhaving requested me to
give thiem my views of the law of God respect-
ing marriage.

My freedom commenced {rom that hour. We
came direct from Pawpaw Grove to Nauvoo,
having got our writ directed to tha nearest court
having authority to try the case, which was the
Municipal conrt of this city.

It did me gonl good to see yonr feelings and
love manifested towards me. [ thank God that
[ have the honor to lead so virtuous and honest
a people; to be your leader and lawyer as was
Moses to the children of Israel., Hosannah!
Hosannal!! Hosaxxan!!! to Almizhty God, who
has delivered us thus from out of the seven
troubles. I commend you to his grace; and may
the blessings of heaven rest upon you, in the
name of Jesuz Christ. Amen.’

President Smith then introduced Mr. Cyrus
Walker 10 the assembled multitude, «nd remarked
to him, ‘These are the greatest dupes as a body
of people that ever lived, or I am not as big a
rogue as | am reported to be. I to'd Mr. Wa:-
ren [ would not disenss the snbject of religion
with you: I understand the gospel, and you do
nof; you nnders'and the quackery of law, and 1
do not.” Mr. Walker then addressed the people
to the effect that from what he had seen in the
Nauvoo City Charter, it gave the power to tyy
writs of habeas corpus, &c. After which Pres:-
dent Smith continued as follows:— ‘

If the Liegislature have granted Naavoo the
right of determining cases of habeas corpaus, it
i= no more than they onght to have done, or more
than our fathers fought for. Furthermore, if
Missowri continues her warfare, and to issue her
writs agaiost me and this people unlawfully and
unjus‘ly as she has done, and to take away and
trample uporf our rights, 1 swear in the name of
Almighty Gol and with uplifted hands to heaven,
] will spill my heart's blood in our defence.
They shall not take away our rightsy and «f they
don’t stop leading me by the nose, I will lead them
by the nosey and if they don’t let me alone I wil
tarn up the world—I will make wa~. When we
shake our own bushes, we want to catch our
own fiuit.

The lawyers themselves acknowledge that we
have all power granted us in our charters that we
could ask for—that we had more power than ary
other court in the State; for all other courts were
restricted, while ours was noty and I thank God
Almighty lor it, I will not be rode down to he |
by the Missonrians any lunﬁau; and it 18 my pri-
vilege 1o speak in my own defence; and [ appe 1
to your integrity un | honor that you will stand by
and help me, according to the covenant you have
this day made.?

While I was speaking, Reynolds and Wilson
starteldl for Carthage in campany wi'h Lawyer
Dawvis of Carthage, threatening to raise the mili-
tia aud come and again take me out of Nauvog,



