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atA 5 pm I1 went to the grove and delivered
ahair addresaddress to the public of which the following
is19 a brief synopsis as reportedreposed by dr willara
richards andanti elder wilford woodruffWoodi

the congregation is large I1 shall require at-
tention I1 discovered what the emotions of the
peopleeople were oilon my arrival at this city and I1
Ehaveave come here tota say how do you do to all
partiespar ileslies andanil I1 do now at this time say to all how
do you doido I1 I1 meet you with a heart full of
gratitude to almighty god and I1 presume you
all felfet the same I1 am well I1 amain hearty I1
hamlyhardly know how to express my feelingfeelings I1 feel
as strongstrong as a giantpant I1 pulled sti ks wilwitwilhh the
men codingcoming along and I1 pulled up with one hand
the strongeststronstrongestwestvest man that could be found then two
men tratried but they could not pull beupme up and I1
continuedcon finnedtinned to pull mentally until I1 pulled missouri
to nauvoo but I1 will pass from that sub-
jectj

there hashag been great excitement in thefile couricourtcoun-
trytr simcesince joseph 11 RpyRry and harmon T
1anonitson took inelneme buthut I1 havelave been cool and disdia

through the whole thank god 1I
amaia riblibnowwaa prisoner irethein the arands of the municipal
courtcult of andawand not in the hands of misblis
ediniain I1

it isis not so much my object to tell of my
affliction trials andarid troubles as to speak of the
writ op corpus so that the minds of all
rwy be corrected it has been asserted by the
great and wisewlad men lawyers and others that our

powers and igallogal tribunals alenot to be
sanctisanctionedc ned by the authorities ptof the state and
accordi gly Aytheft Wwantt tto0 make ttit lawful to drag
away I1innocentee t ottemfromfrow theft famalesbarail ea and
friends and hlver put to deathnath by ungodly
men for the r refigio

relative to our citycity charter courts light of
habeas corpus ac I1 wish youetleti to know and
publish that we have all poweipower amadd if any man
fromfrona thistirla time forth says anythinginy thing tu the con
travytraira cast it into hislids teeth

aniere ii3 a sesecretbretcret inm thithis ifit there is not powerrower
inin our charter and courts then thre is not
powerfower in the state of illinoiaillinois nor in the congress
aeor constitution of the united statestater for the
united statesslates galiegairegave untouio minch heher constitution
or charter anerandadd illinois gave unto nauvoo her
charterschatters ceding pur vested rights which
sijeshe hasirafra no right or power to take from us all the
power was hilfil she gave to
andand anyady man that says to the contrary uw a
fool

the municipal courtcoart hashag all tiethe power to ilsneanene
addaad writs 0 habeas corpus within thothe
limits of th s city that the lelegislature can confer
thisthi3 ecity has allaft the powerpoyerpo venyer that the state courts
hat 1 ridrie was given by the same authority the
I1legislatureIlture

I1 wantwint you to hearbear and learn 0 israel tbt
is for the happiness and peace of this

city and people itif our enemies are determined

tto oppresspress us antland deprive us of our consconstitu-
tionalna rights aid privileges as they have done and
if the authorities that are on the earth viliwill notnol
sustainaustain us3 in our rights nor give us that protec-
tion which the laws and constitution of the
united statestater and of this state guarantee unto
Wfsr efin we will claim them from a higher powerpowei

from heavenheal en yea from god almighty
I1 have dragged theethese memenn here by my band

and will do it again butrut I1 swear I1 will not deal
so mildly with themthein again the timetinte bascomehas come
when forbearance tsis novo longer a virtue and if

you or I1 are again taken unlawfully you are alat

liberty to give locseloose to blodblood and thunder but
be cool be deliberate be wise act with almighty
power and when you pull do it
make a sweepstakes for orce

my lot has always been cast among the warm-
est hearted people in every time of titroublebuble
friend even among strangers have been raised
up unto6 me and assisted me

the timelime has come when the veil is torn ool

from the state of illinois and its citizens have
delivered me from the state of Mmissouriis friende
that were raised uup unto me would have spillsplit
their lifes blood touehave torn me from the handhands

and wilson if I1 had asked them butbul
LI1 told thembliem notriot I1 would be delivered by lh
power ofor god and generalsgeneralshiphipbip an I1 I1 havehav
droughtbrought allesetahe men to nauvoo artlard committed
them to her fromfroni whom I1 was torn not as pri-
soners in chatischams but as prisoneiscis of kurkunkindnessirlessfriess
hare treated them kindly I1 havehavhai e had thefile
lege of rewarding them goodnood for evil
tooklook me unlawfully treated me rigorously strove
to deprive me ctcf my right and would have runrui
with me into missouri to have been murdered I1 i
providerProvi deLcece had not interposed but now they arr
in my hands andadd I1 have arken them into
house sat them at the head of my tableable aai
plaplaced before them the best which my houshons
afforded and they were waited upon by myiny wife
whom they deprived otof seeing me chedwhen I1 wawm
taken

I1 have no doubt but I1 shall be discharged b
the municipal court wereA ere I1 before auyany goo

tem tribunal I1 should be discharged as the misMii sour
writs ireare illegal aidaridald goodfordroodgood for nothing they arean
without form and voldvoid 1

but before I1 will berr this unhallowed perse

cution any longer before I1 will be dragged away
acainagain amoniamong my enemies for trial I1 will spill
the last drop of blood in my veins and will see
all my enemies iiIN HELL to bear it anyany longer
would be a sin and I1 will not bear it any longer
shall we bear it any lonerlongerioner one universouniversoun iversivens4
NO ran ahrthrough all the vast assembly likeilkeiike a
loudlood peal of thunder

1I wihwish the lawyerlawver who sayasays we have no pow-
ers in nauvoo kiymay be choked to death with his
own words dont employ lawyers or pay
them money for their knowledge fortor I1 havhavee
learnt they dont know anything I1 know more
tuan they all

go ye into all the world and preach the gos-
pel1 he that believethbeli eveth in our chartered rights may
comecoma here and be saved and hebe that does not
shall remain in ignorance if any lawyer shall
Ssay 1therethene1 ere is more power inin other places and char-
terstzi withvi h respect to habeas corpus than in nau-
voo believe it mtnot I1 have converted chiq candi-
date forfur congress pointing to cyrus walker
esq that the krisht of habebhabeas9 corpus is included
in our charter it he continues converted I1 will
vote for him

I1 have been with these lawyers and they have
treated me wellwel but I1 amain here in nauvoo and
the Missourmissouriansianslans too I1 got here by a lawful
writ of habeas corpus issued by the master in
chancery of lee county and made returnable to
the nearest tribunal in the fifth judicialcialclai district

having jurisdiction to try and determine such
writs and here is that tribunal just as it
should be

however indignant you may feel about the
I1 high bandhand of oppression which has been raised
aainestagainst me by theethese men use not the hand of
violence against them for they could not be
prevailedprevailed upon to come here till I1 pledged my
honorLngn and my life that a hair of their heads
should not babe hurt will you all sli my
pledzepledgepled- e and ihusthus preserve my horion one uni-
versal yes burst from thehe assembled thousands
this is another proof of your attachattachmentme to me
I1 know how readyleady yoi are to do rignightright you have
doup great things and manifested youryounyour love to-
wards mein flying to my assistance on this occa-
sion I1 bless you Linlii the name of the lord with
all the blessingblabiasings of heaven and earth you are
capable of enjoying

I1 have learned we have niotio need to sultersuffer as wu e
have heretofore we can call others to our aid
I1 know gaty will bless all good men
he will bless you and the timetide has come when
there will be such a flockenflocking to the standard of
liberty as never has been or shall be hereafterterier
what an emera has commencecommenceddl oanoar enemies have
prophesied that we would establish ourout religion
li y the sword is it trw no but if missmissourioud
will notriot stay her cruel band itic her unhallowed
persecutions against UPu I1 restrain youou not any
I1longerer I1 aasay in the rinameme of 11beiusegusesus christkongthby therhee authyauthorityarity of the holy priesthood I1
this day turn the key that opens the heavens
to restrain you no longer from this time forth
I1 will lead you to battle and itif you are not
afraid to die and feel disposed to spill your
blood in your own ddefense yonyou wilwll I1 nnott offend
mme be not the aggressorressor bear until they
shike you on the one cheek then offeroner the otheroilier
andard they will be sure to strike that thenthin defend
yourselves and god will bear youyoa off and you
hall stand forth clear before his tribunal

if any citizens cfof litiillinoisnoli say wew sshallshailhallail not
have our treatfree them as shsti angers and not
friends aridand let thenatheca go to hellbell andannlani be damned
somesame say they w 11 mob us let them mob and
be itif we have to give uptip our chartered
rights83 cleges and freedom which our fathers
fought bled and died for and which the con-
stitutionutiontion of the united states and of this state
guarantee unto us we will do it only at the point
of the sword and bayonet

many lawyers contend for those things which
are against the rights of men and ican only ex-
cuse them because of their ignorancece go forth

i and advocate the laws and rights cfof the people
ye lawlawyerss if not dont get into mymx handshands orlerunder thee ashlash of my

lawyers say the lowersjowerspowers of the nauvoo char-
ter areart dandangerousgeruszerus but I1 ask is the constitution
of the united statesstate or of this state dangerous
no neither are the charters granted unto naunat

by the legislature of illinois dangerous
and those who say they are are fools we have
not enjoyed unmolested those rights which the
constitution of the united stated of americaAmeric3
and our charters grant

mosouri and all wicked menusen raierale thehe huebue and
cry against us and are not satisfied some
acalcalcai aspirants of histhis satestate also are raising
huelue aridand cry that thehe powers in tiethetle circlrclarten
granted unto0 the city of nauvoo are dangerous
armami although the general assembly have con-
ferred thimthom upon our city yet the whine ialii

raised repeal them take them away like tire
boy who sapped off his jackjark titetife andardaldand then cried
daddy diddy I1 havellave sold hyjck ickack knife

got sick cfof my bargainFarb irgaingani and I1 want to get it
again

but how are theytiley goingoing to hahelpheip themselves
1 raise mob and what can ma do irin

thehe midst ofbf K no betterbettor than sz

huberhuner in the claws of a bear if mobs com
upon yoliyou ariyairy more here dang youryoun gaikens
them we dont want adv excitement but aftel
we have done all we will risense up tor
likeilkeike and break off the hellish yoke that oppre
us and we will not beb mobbed

thebe daday before I1 was taken at inlet grove 1

rode with my w through axonD xon to visit m
friends and I1 said to her I1 here is a good people
I1 felt asthis by the spirit of godged theile next day

was a prisoner in their midst in the handshandsetof
reynolds of missouriAlis and wilson of carthagecarthage
As ththe latter drove up he exclaimed iialiailaIIa haahalgateat
by god we have got the prophet bowl he
gloried much in it but he isis now our prisoner
when they camecams to take me they held twowo
cocked pirpitaittolatola to my head and saluted mame withwilh
god damn yon ill shoot youlyou ill shoot you

god damn you repeating these threats nearly
fifty times from first to last I1 asked them what
they wanted to shoot me for they said they
would do it if I1 made any resistance

100 very well I1 replied 111 I havellave no resistance
to make they then draggeddraped me away and I1
askedasked them by what authority they did these
things they said by a writ hromfrom the govern-
ors of missouri and illinois I1 then told them I1
wanted a writ of habeas corpus their reply
was god damn you you shant have it 1 I1
told a man to go to dixon and get me a writ of
habeas corpus wilson then rerepeated god
damn you you shuntshant have it ill shoothoot you 1

when we arrived at dixon I1 sant for a lawyer
who came and reynolds shut the door in his
face and would not let me speak to him re-
peatingbeatinpea ting god damn you ill shoot you I1
turneturned ioto him opened my bosom and told him to
shoot away I1 have endured so much perse u-

tionlonion and oppression that I1 am sick of life why
then dontdo t youti shoot and have done withwilh itif
instead oiof tatalkingkin so much about it

this somewhatt checked his insolence I1 then
told him that I1 tegould have counsel to consult
and eventually I1 obtained my with the law-
yers came to me and I1 got avrita writ of habeas cor-
pus for myself and also a writ against reynolds
and wilson for unlawful proceeding and cruel
treatment towards me thanks to the good citi-
zens of dixon who tnoblyohlyobly took their stand
against such unwarrantable and unlawful op-
pression my persecutors couldcouls not get outdut of
town that night although whenwilert they iestfistfi st ar-
rived tileyaliey swore I1 should not remain in dixon
five minutes andana I1 found theyhey hadbad ordered horses
accordingly to proceed to rock island I1 pledged
my honor to my counsel that the nauvoo city
charter conferconferredredfed jurisdiction to investigate bothe
subject so wee came to nauvoo where I1 am now
a prisoner in thehe custody of a higherhi her tribunal
than the circuit court

llethe charter says that the city connedcouncil shall
have power and authority to mikemake ordain estab-
lish and execexeeexecutette such ordinances not repugnant
to the constitution of thefile united states or of
this stateslats asa theytiey mayuray deem necessary7 for thetha
peacepeare benefit and safety of the inhabitants of
saidraidkaidkald city and also thitthat theathe municipal court
shall have power to grant writs of habeas corpus
in all cases arising under the ordinances of the
city council

the city council have passel an ordinance
that no citizen of this city shall be taken ououtt of

thisthia city by any writ without the privilege of a
writ of habeas corpus there usis nothing ant
what we have powpawpowerer over except where restricted
by the constitution of the united states but
say the mobmoby what dangerous powersl yeyes
dangerdangendangerousoui became they will protect the innocent
and pputlit downdown the constitution of
the whitedcited satesslates declares that thetin privilege of
the writ nfof habeas corpus shall not liba denied
deny meme the right of habeas corpus and I will
fight with gun sword cannon whirlwhirlwindvind andana
thunder until they are useuseddupup like the kilkenny
cats

we have more power than most charters con-
fer because we havenave power to go behind the
writ and try the merits of the case

ifit these power are dangerous then hefile con-
stitutionution of the united states and of this state
are daddandungerowgeromgerow but they are not dangerous to
good men they are only so to bad men who are
breakers of thehe laws so with the laws of the
country and so with the ordordinancesordnancemance of nauvoo
I1beyheysiley are dangerous to mobs but riotnot to good men
whowiio wish to keep the laws

we do not go out of nauvoo to disturb any
body or any city town or place why then need
thethey be troubled about tt let themtherlinotnot meddle
wwith our affairs but let us alone aftenafter we have
beelbeebeenbemaI deprivedderived of our rights and privileges of
citizenship driven from town to town peaceplace to
place and state to state with the sacrifice of
our homes and lands our alrod has beefbeen shed
many having bebeenen murdmurderederedeyed and all this because
of our religion becamebecause weire worship almightygonoinotI1 according to the dictates of our own con-
sciences shallshail we longer bear these crueltiescruel ties
which have been heaped upon us for the last
teuten years in the face of heaven and in open viol-
ation of the tion and laws of these uni-
te 1 statestates and of tinilg state god forbid itillliiI1 1
will not bear it it they faketake away my rights I1
will fight for them manfullyullyally and righteously until
I1 am bied up we have done nothing against
the rills of others

yoiyou speak of lawyers I1 am a lawyer too but
tle almighty god has taught me thehe principle
of law and thotiro true meaning and intent of the
writ of habeas cormui is to defend the innocent
and investigate the subject go behind the writ
and if the form of one that is issuedasslied against an
ininnocent man is right he should not be dradraggeddragig I

tato another state and there bee put to death or
be in jeopardy of life and jimhlim S becausebec use of prein
dice when liehe is innocent toetoo benefits cfof the
constitution and laws are ial ke fonfor ash1 l and the
great has rivengiven me the privilege of
havinhaving tthehe benefits of the constitution and the
writ ofaf habeas corpus and I1 am bolibold to ask for
this privilege this day and I1 ask in the flametiame of
jesus christ and allalf that ijii sacsacredrelret that I1 may
have younyour lives aniand all yourbour enerenenenergiesgiel to carry out

the freedom which is13 to u will youxon
all help me ifit on make it manifest by raising
the right hanihand there was a unanimous res-
ponse0 a perfect sea of hands being elevatedya
hereeanstais truly a committee of the whole

when at dixon a lawyer came fo0 o me is33 coun-
sel eynoldsreynolds and wilson saidsadsas I1 should not
aspeaspeak to any man and they would shoot any
man who should dare to speak to me an old
grey headed man came epandup and said I1 should
have counsel and he was not afraid of their pis-
toltola

the people of dixon were ready to take inme
from my persecutors and I1 could have killed
them notwithstanding their pistols but I1 had no
disposition to killlill any man y though my worst
enemy not even boggs inin fact he would havehae
more hell to live inin the reflection of his past
crimercrime than to die after this I1 bailhail lawyers
enough auldmid I1 obtained a writ for joseph IT
reynolds and harmon T wisonW isonlson for damage
assault and battery as well as the writ of ha-
beas corpus

we started for ottoOltoottowaottowayway and arrived at paw-
paw provecrove 3239 miles where we stopped for the
night esquire walker sent mr campbell
sheriff of lefelese county 0foo my assistance and he
came and slept by me in the morning certain
men wished to see meime but I1 was not allowed to
see them the news of my arrival had hastily
circulated about the neighborhood and very
early inin the morninemorning the largest room inin tha hotehotel
waiwas filled with citizens who werewere anxious to
hear me preach and requested me to address
them

sheriff reynolds entered the loamroam and said
pointing to me 1itI wish you to understand this
manmm isis my prisoner and I1 want you should dis-
perse you must not gather round here in this
way upon which an agedagel gentlemangentlegentie nan who was
lamelamp and carried a largelarie hickory walking stistick
advanced towards reynolds bringing his hickory

the floor saidsald you damned infernalinfernalnaI pukepule
well learn you to come here and interrupt gen-
tleman sit down therehere conlinpoining to a very low
chair and sit still dont open voun headbead till
general smith gets through talking if you never
learned minnersdinners inin missouri well tearhteach you that
gentlemen aiat ce not to be imposed upon bjby a ni er
driver

you cmcan notno kidnap men herehero if you do in
Misso irilriinandand ifi you attempt it hereherp theres a
committee in hisahli grove that will sit on your case
and sirsir it isis the highest tribunal inthe united
ststateskatestates fftroi its dedecisioncasion there tsis no appeal

reynolds no doubt aware that the perilpersonon
addressing him was at the bead cfof a committee
who hai prevented the settlers on the public
domain from bebeing9 iimposedin ed uguponon by land specu-
lators sattat dowdown in1 silence while I1 addressed the
assembly for an hour auandd a half on the subject of0
marriage my visitors having requestedrequestidslid me to
give them my views of the law of god respect
inmg marriage

myilly freedom commenced from that hourhoar weive
came direct from grove to nauvoo
having got our writ directed to the nearnearestestcourtcourt
hahavingv Pauthorityuthority to try the casecave which was the
municipalcipc it court of this city

it did my smisoul good to40 see vounyour feeling 4 and
love manifested towards mame 1I1 thank god that
I1 have the honor to lead stsa virtuous and honethonest
a people to behe youryounounour leader and lawyer as watwas
mosesnoses to the children of israel Hoshosannahannahannab
lidlibhosannahsannah ailall to almighty got who
has delivered us thus from out ofor the seven
troubles I1 commend you to hllhis grace and may
the blessings of heaven rest upon you irin the
namenami of jesujesuit christ amen

president smith thenthan introduced mr cyrus
walker to thehe assembled multitude phifhini remarkedked
to himhin tepsa are the greatest dupesdupps as23 a body
of people that ever lived or I1 am not as big a
rogue as I1 am reported to be I1 todtold mr warwai
ren I1 awodi not didiscussdismiss lleilethelie subject of religion
with you I1 understand the gopelgospel and you do
not you understandanders undind the quackery of law and I1
jo not mr walker then addressed the people
to the effect thatthai from what he had seen inin the
nauvoo cicity chartercharier it gave the power to ttytyhzelwrits of habeas c after which pres
dentlent smith continued as followsfollow2 A

if the Llegislatureislature have granted nauvoo the
right of determining cases of habeas corpus it
lqis no more than they ought to have don or more
than ouroun fathers fought for furthermore if
missodiisso irilriin continaesjes her warfare and to issueibue her
writs against mame andanti thisthu people unlawfully arilland
unjustly aaas she has ddonane anand to take awayaay and
trample lourloun I1 swearsweir inin the name of
almighty golgoj and withvuth uplifted izands to heaven
1I will spill my hearts blood inin our defence
rheytheyrhey shailshall not take away our rant aridand it theyhey
dont stop leading mewe by the weiwelnoel will lead them
by the nose and ifit they dont let me alone I1 wiwi I1
turn tipup thefordthe word 1I1 will make wa whencewhen we
shakeshaka our own we want to catch our
own fruit

the lawyers acknowledge that we
have all power granted us inin ouroun charters that we
coullcoulI ask for that we had more than anyary
other court inin the state for all otherothir courtsconits weewere
restricted while ours was not and I1 thank god
almighty for ii I1 will not be rode down to he

1

I1

by the Missourmissouriansianslans any torgicorgilortor gi antiand it isis mymr pri-
vilege to paakpeak inn my own defence and I1 anreanne I1
to your integrity un I1 honor that youjou will stand by
anandd help me according to the covenant you have
this layday inidemade

while I1 wu
i speaking reynoldR and wilson

started for cacarthage in
i n campany woiwih lawyer

davis of carthage threateningreatneat ening to raise the milimiln
tialia ontiand come and again take meroe outoat 9 1 auroanam


