In passing from this dreadful scene,
)t us glallcc for A moment at the
:l:'SOl_‘-lal.uy and attributes of one of
Smit‘t’;lc“ms of “that crime.. Joseph
il » the prophet of the nineteenth
Lk, !?'. was the most remarkable
eigmo .h:.5 age. MHe was only thirty-
L years .Dld when he was niar-
ri::e - Yet, inspired of God, he had
nloenled a sublime system of the-
mols;:y' and h_ad given to the world the
had b magn_lﬁcent organization that
i F;Efan witnessed since the days of
B l.:r_cleemer. Truths which had
m;zn- idden by {alse traditions and
were'ﬂ;de theor:e_s of salvation,
sty .hr_ought to light by him with
% nishing plainness and simplicity,

€t wondered, in hearing them, how

lh:EI;' conld have been misunderstood
—the

le:

¥ seemed so sfinple, in such per-

¢ .

:C‘ Agreement with Scripture, and

v?p?al'nﬂ so strongly and con-
nCingly to the human mind. He

wa: the incarnation of great qualities.
exc:):t_: self-sacrificing man, with the
lvedp lt;{l of the Lord_ Jesus, never
e - mong the earliest communi-
(:jns which he received from the
hisrpro\:;asb one which foreshadowed
oy !.a le martyrdom. But with
Tt thing courage he pursued the
eth:ch God had marked out.
o ::dt_mdatmled in the deadliest
s in _face of the most formid-
. Oppqsmon. He had entire con-
lriu::,c:h u[1 the success and future
. insu-o the _system which he was
» foundl;ment in the hands of God
i haVing. _He has been credited
religion Ng given to the world a new
5 wa.;. In one sense, this is true.
i wa new religion to our ‘age.
in primizs the o!d religion restored
old re“‘_\-'e purity and power—the
by Sglon which has been taught
Fitting in‘:tn of Gud Himself. A more
WDnderfu]ru.ment to accomplish this
The mu‘;ork cannot be imagined.
every qu;;l‘tru} prophel possessed
compiig 1ty necessary for the ac-
Shment of the labor assigned

lm, b
i l'_llS character stands out
relief as 5

all thal’. is Ereat
Lter day Sain

in
beautiful example of
and heroic in man, for
bR Is to admire or imitate.
Church e er ol Y:he leaders of the
3pikis la l‘nol satisfy the sanguinary
“n0ﬂ'end'c had already treated an
ead I Ing people so cruelly, The
vived. ?‘STgone. but the body sur-
08 sl ht‘;, brood niust be killed
some of u‘]ed. .To do full credit 1o
among 1 € leading men of the State,
ChaTy em the famouys Stephen A,
Frh It must be said that at this
ntergs Y came to Nauvgg and held
lews with the chiel men of the

Peo "
pror?\];;smak":g them niany fajr
that the Mor Ot one of them denied

mon people were suffer-
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ing outrageous wrongs; but public
opinion was too strong even for in-
fluential politicians, and they soon
bowed to its mandates.

After the death of Joseph Smith,
work was resumed upon the temple,
the completion of which was awaited
by the people with the greatest
anxiety. At the time, the walls were
scarcely up to the first story ; but the
prophet left as a legacy a solemn
charge that the work should be con-
tinued, and cvery efort was concen-
trated to accomplish this end. The
activity of the mob kept pace with
the zeal of the Saints. Assaults were
made upon the outlylng settlements,
grain felds were destroyed and
trampled down, stock were driven off
and kilted, and the people were com-
pelled to flee into the city. More
than once Nauvoo itselfl was threat-
ened ; and it is a literal fact that the
worknien on the walls of the temple
carried tools in one hand and wea-
pons in the other, Spurred on to
new exhibitions of hate by the efforts
of the people to complete their sacred
ediice, the mob became so violent
that in the fall of 1845 the authorities
of the State acknowledged their in-
ability to longer protect the city.
Officials came to Nauvoo and held
interviews with the leaders of the
people. An agreement was fnally
drawn up to the eflect that the mob
would commit no further acts of vio-
lence if the people would consent to
remove ‘‘as soon as grass grew and
water ran.” The compact was al
most inimediately broken and the
work of plunder and destruction
went on, the Mormons from nearly
all the surrounding country being
gradually driven into Nauvoo. No
power was exerted to protect them,
n» voice lifted in their behalf. At
last the inhospitality of a sovereign
State pernmiitted the homeless people
to wandgr forth into the wilderuess,
there to perish from exposure or the
missiles of a stealthy foe.

Early in February, 1846, the first
camp under the guidance of Brigham
Young left the Siate. With the men-
tion of this name the events of won-
derful history are recalled. Brigham
Young has been ¢redited with having
contributed greatly to the strength
and success of what is called Mor-
monism. [tis true that he was ad-
mirably adapted to take up the work
where Joseph, through his maityr-
dom, laid it down. He possessed
wonderful powers of organization
and government, and executive ability
of a superior character—a statesman
in the highest sense of the word. But
he always asserted that it was Mor-
tmonism that made him. Whatever
greatness he possessed was due to the
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princlples which Joseph Smith was
the means in the hands of God of
revealing. It was the fruit and pro-
duct of the gospel of Jesus Christ.
He embodied in his life and charac-
ter those principles, and he is but a
type—a superior type, it is true, in
many respects—of all the people who
have embraced and carried out prac-
tically in their lives the principles
which are taught by the Latter-day
Saints. Possessing unbounded in-
fluence, he used his power most tem-
perately, and his whole aim was to
proniote the welfare of the people.
The evidences of his superior wisdom
and genius are seen in every settle-
ment that has been made throughout
these mountains. Salt Lake Clty,
\lirougly his prescience, was laid out
as a metropolis. He never had any
doubts as to its future or the com-
manding position of the territory
which had been settled, and he made
preparations in consonance with his
expectations. Sonie of his contem-
poraries viewed him as, in many
respects, the greatest living Ameri-
can. Only thuse who are ignorant of
his true character will deny to him
the possession of the highest powers
of statesmanship, government and
philosopbic wisdotn. History is
dealing more justly with him since
he died than during his lifetime.
The i{ime is not far distant when
Joseph Smith and Brigham Young
will be considered the most remark.
able nien of their age.

The winter of 1845-6 was a severe
one. The Mississippi was frozen In
February, and a large number of the
teams of the first camp crossed on
the ice into the then territory of
Iowa., Inthe meantime actlve pre-
parations were going on in Nauvoo
for the emigration of all who were
able to furnish themselves with the
necessary outfit. The companies
pushed out from there during the
early spring, leaving behind them
only those who were destitute of
reams and wagons to transport them.
When the exodus was inevitable a
covenant had been made by the en-
tire people that they would help each
other, and that those who had means
of transportation would send back to
help those who were destitute.
While waiting for this help the city
of Nativoo was beleaguered by tiobs,
too impatient to wait lor the people
to be removed. In formidable num-
bers they attacked the city. Fighting
ensued. A number were killed and
the rest were driven across the river;
not, however, before their wagons
had been searched for everything
worth plundering, especially weapons
of defense. It was at that juncture
that Esquire Daniel H. Wells openly



