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[From the Western Standard,)

The Work in Upper California.
Sarmox Favvrs, Feb, 20th, 1856.

Dear Br. Caxvon:—

This morning br. David M. Stuart and my-
self arrived at this place, and were cordially
welcomed by the generous and hospitable pro-
prietor of the American Hotel, br. Thos. Orr,)
and his agreeable and warm hearted family
whose kindness we are enabled to appreciate as
none can but those who like ourselves have no
abiding place or home, and have been traveling
for weeks and months amopg strangers, with-
oul purse or serip, and with scarcely a single
friend to whose hospitality we could feel we
were truly welcome. Here we found a pleas
ant retreat from the toils, trials and anxieties in- |
separably connected with the life of an itiner- |
ant Mormon Elder; and for the first time had the
pleasure of perusing the first number of the
‘¢ Western Standard,’ the issue of which we have
waited with so much anxievy.

We hail with delight the rearing of this new
gtandard of the Greut King on the Pacifie Coast,
around which may rally all the faithful soldiers
of the cross, the armies of the God of [srael; and
may it continue to wave triumphantly untii
Truth 1s victorious, and its enemies confounded
and abashed, are put to silence, and exposed to
the just scorn of all honest hearted lovers of
Truth.

Perhaps a brief account of our travels may not
be entirely uninteresting to some of your read-
ers, and 1 subj.in the following to be disposed
of as your wisdom shall direct,

Since we left Sacramento, the 27th of last
November, we have visited upwards of forty
towns, inclading the County seats of Amador,
Eldorado and Placer counties, at which places
through the courtesy of some of the officials, we
obtained the use of the Court Houses.

We have had bat little difliculty in obtaining
places to preach in, as we speak in Court Hous- |
s, Theatres, Temperance Halls, Churches, Ball|
rooms and Bar rooms.

We find the people generally very willing to
hear ug, which after they do once, they fre-
quently invite us to stay and speak (o them,
again, and we have preached as olften as five
times in one place.

The miners are, generally sp=aking, an in.
tellectual, independent, and generous hearted
set of men, who are accustomed to think as well
as act for themselves, but who care very little
about any religious faith.

They however listen to us with attention and
respect, with bat few exeeptions, and we draw
larger andiences than do the ministers of any
other church. Toe most of them know but
very little about the true principles of Mormon-
1sm, and are surprised when they hear us teach
the principles of the gospel of Christ.

Many of them will examine our books to see if
we have not a new and diff:rent Bible,and when
they can find no other objection, they will say,
that we do not really believe the principles we
teach here, and that we only advance them as a
bait to induce them to swallow the ‘ridiculous
and blasphemous features of Mormonism,’

We have of eourst nol been without trials
aud somne opposition, but hitherto personal vio-
lence has been withheld, and we have lound all
the promises of God verified, for we haye not
gone hungry, nor huve we been once without
lodging, although our way has sonietimes ap-
peared very dark; but we have great reason to he
grateful to our Heavenly Father for softening
the hearts of the people to provide for our wants,
and ‘the darkesl hour has always been just be-
fore day.’

We have no wish, however, to leave a false
impression on the minds of any with regard to
this State, nor that Elders shou'd imagine that,
their presence will be hailed with delight aiid
enthusiasm, and that they will have nothing to
4o but ride from town to town, finding houses
thrown open to receive them, and churches
ready for them to preach in. It is nndoubtedly
in many respects a d ficult conntry in which to
fill a m'ssion, and requires Elders possessed of a
great deal of wisdom, prudence and charity.

We find a great number of persons belonging
to a certain class, for whom it is difficulty to find |
an appropriate name. They are those who hare!
been Mormons, who will «till, touz, acknowledge |
the principles to te trre,Lut are afraid to own—or |
perhaps it weuld b= nearer the truth to say, they
are afraid to liv# up to—their religion.

For if » Latter Day Saint lives up to his priv-
ileges, I do not believe he will ever be afraid or
ashamed of his religion. For myg part, it is mv
glory; my only fear is lestit should not be suf-
ficien!ly known, and | wi-h all my friends and
acquaintances to know that I am, at home or
abroad, in prvate and in publie, in poverty or
in wealth, a Mormon.

There are also numbers of them scattered
throngh the mines, who are too fearful even to
mnke themselves known to us; and strangeérs
himh to ourselves and the Truath, will receive us
into their houses, and associate with us, while
those who ought to be brothers and friends are
ashamed to own us.

What must be the feelings of such sunshine
s1in's in the day gwhen Christ shall say, *Ye
were ashamed of me, and my cause before men,
now 1 am ashamed of vou before my Father and |
his holy angels?’

But I do not see what they gain by pursuing
gnch a ecourse, for 1 have yet to see one of this
class who has acquired wealth, or even a com-
fortuble home, while those who openly avow and
act up to their principles are universally respec.
ted, and generally have been prospered in their
business,

There are, however, some honorable excep-

inany other part of the Union.

tiong, some who are not ashamed of the name,
and who receive us with that cordial greeting,
that friendly grasp, which none but the gener

ous soul possessing a portion of the Spirit of
Truth ean give. ;

We have also met with much kindness from
some members of other churches, and from,
many of those who adhere to no particular reli. |
gion; and we pray God our heavenly Father (o
bless all those who show any favor to His cause |
or His servants, and to return their kindness in- 1
to their own bosoms a hundred f(old. i

We have not yet baptized any, nor organized |
any branches, but we ha.e the satisfaction of,
knowing that we are doing some good, and that |
(God is blessing our humble effurts to build up
His Kingdom

Severa] have confesed to us that they believed |
our message, and that they intended to hold
fast to the truth; but it reqnires a great degree
of maral courage to come out openly and boldly |
now; and go down to the waters of baptism,

1 send you the following fact, not because 1t
ig anything wonderful, but simply as an evi- |
dence that God is in some degree blessing our
labors. : |

On the 17th of January, we were called upon
by brother and sister Goodwin, residing at Zo- |
loma, to administer to their little girl about ﬁve!
years old, who was very sick. We went up to|
the house, and found the mother weeping, hold- |
g the child in her lap, and fearfal it was about
to die. Elders . M. Stuart, John Harris and
mysell Jaid hands on her, and in the name of Je-
sug Christ rebuked the disease—the child im |
mediately arose from her mother’s lap, com.
menced to play, and soon asked for something |
to eat, nor has she been sick since.

A general spirit of gathering seems to prevail,
and we tind inany who regret that they ever left
the Valley, and most of them intend to return
either to San Barnardino or Salt Lake as soon |
as possible. |

You speak in younr first number of organizing |
the scattering members into branches. This is
a very diffien’t matter, and in most cases almost |
imp acticable; for the few who would unite and
form a branch, are separated so widely from |
each other, and by such a rugged country, that|
it wonld be almost impossible for them to meet !
logether. Under these circumstances we con- !
cinded the best counsel we could give them,was,
to gather to the bady of the Church as fast as
practicable, which duty we urge upon them
whenever we find them,

There are many honest hearted men and in-
quiring minds in this State, and we believe
there is a-good work to be done here ye1, if the
right kind of men are sent out. We ‘have tak-
en considerable trouble to ascertain all the infor-
mation we could, respecting the best manner of
spreading the gospel in this State, and we be-
lieve the only way in which the work can be
established here, is by dividing the State into
eireuits, somewhat after the plan adopted by the

Methodists, and having men full of the Spirit But instead of manifesting a spirit of sympathy | Prone,

of Truth and an ardent desire for the salvation
of their fellow men, stationed at these various
points, to work and support themselves, and
preach at stated times on Sabbaths and in the
evenings. '

It would certainly be a self denying and ar-
doous undertaking, but 1 believe those who
would engage in the work in the spirit of meek-
ness and love, with a determination not to be
discouraged, and a firm reliance on the over- |
ruling providence of our Heavenly Father,would
finally reap the reward of their labors, and re-
turn, bringing their sheaves with them.

I think it would not be a very difficult matter
for evergetic, faithful men to find employment |
which would enable them to support themselves
although it might be of an humble nature,
Notwithstanding the flattering and exagger-

reports of newspapers, &e., the mines are
ecoming poorer and poorer every day, and
thousands of the miners in varions portions of
the State can scarcely make a living. .‘

There are many men who will never be ahle,
to return to their homes; and we meet with hun-
dreds of men, who at home were usefal mem- |
bers to society, who have given up the hape of
ever being able to return, and have yielded to
the recklessness. of ruin and desprir; and we
honestly believe that in five years there will hei
more destitution and poverty inthe mines than

But some men |

will not believe our testimony, nothing but ac- |
tuel knowledge will satisfy them. Let such
come and learn hy experience. T

We shall feel it a privilege to do all in our/
power o assist yon in your endeavors to advance |
in the interests of Truth; and be assored youn
will receive our hearty eo-operation in your ef-
forts to sustain your present position, by obtain- '
ing you as many sunbseribers as we can.

Though but one *Cannon,” may yon prove
an effective, invincible and powerful ¢ Battery,’
which the enemies of the kingdom shall find it
impossible 10 silence or eaptivate; and may God
bless you and yours, in all your effirts to ad-|
vance His Kingdom, supply all your wants, and
endow you richly with the spirit of wisdom, so
that you mayg be uble to confound and silence all
the adversaries of Truth,

Your humble brother in the New and Ever-
lasting Covenant,

|
WM. H. SHEARMAN.
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From the Marmon.
Pennsylvania Correspondence.

Quixcy, Franklin Co, Pa.

Dear Uxcre:—Having deferred writing to you
for some time, [ ask your pardon, and hope you
will attribute my negligence not to any want of
respect, but to asense of my own incompetency,

(ished to see the feelings of the people manifested

THE DESERET NEWS.

which T always feel in attempting o commit my
thoughts to paper. Although, as George was
communicating regularly with you, I deemed my
doing so of no importance. As you request it,
however; I shall give you an epitome of our la-
bors siace 1 leflt you in Philadelphia,

After parting with you I visited the saints in|
Centreville, Delaware, being invited to do so by |
br. Woolley. The suiots in that district of coun-
iry appeared to fe«l well. Duoring my stay [
preached twice, and br. Woolley baptized five
new members and re-baptized two; on my re-
tarn to Philadelphia, 1 found George Taylor await-
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ing my arrival with whom 1 left on 26th of Octo-
her, for Chambersburg, 155 miles distaut from |
Philadelphia; we were theu met by a brother wlml
conveyed us in a buggy to this place. where we

‘| met with a hearty roception from the assembled  used it.

saints,

We hold council meetings semi-monthly, and
have Sacrament administered every Sunday. We
also set apart the first Monday in every month as

supplied the places of four, who have gone to
lowa preparatory to their valley trip next spring.
We have met with considerable opposition; but
the Lord has been with us. We lately took a
short trip inte Maryland; our mission resulted
however in little with the exception of confound-
ing several sectarian demagogues with their own
scriptures, which is an event so common that it
scarce deserves uttention. We ounly preached
once while there and caleulated to return; but
the weather has been so severe that it rendered it
impossible, The snow commenced falling the
first of this month and has continued doing so,
at intervals, until the present; it now averages 20
or 22 inches in depth.

I was very much amused to witness the ex-
citement raised among the inhabitants of the
Pennsylvania mountains last November upon
reading an article published in one of cur Wes-
lern papers, giving a startling scenunt of the ut-
ter overthrow of the Mormon City, of which
the following is an extract:

“Horrisre Earrnavake! THE SALT LAKE
CITY SUNK!! Aund the waters of the lake hav-
ing supplied its place, now leaves the Mormons,
its inhabitants, in truly a deplorable condition;
some of whom were so lucky as to escape the
perils of the gulf to enjoy imprisonment, in the
upper stories of their houses (adobie ones) while
others were floating about over the ruins of the
other part, upon rafts, logs, bar-els, &ec., not
knowing how soon their time might come.”

The reason | mention this is, I was so aston-

upon such an oceasion; one would have thought,
as the greater part of the inhabitants here, hold
to being christians, that they would have mani-
fested a little sympathy for the loss of so many

of their fellow creatures; inasmuch as they had
gone there for tha purpose of wershipping God |
according to the dictates «f their own consciences, |
not being permitted to do so while in the states, |
on account of the rottenness of thehearts of a
great number of the children of this generation.

for the situation of the saints, when the news
came of the earthquake it *was carried through
towns, villuges and counties, ag tidings of grest
joy; in this county minis'ers were engaged in
announcing it to their hesrars from the pulpit
with great enthusiasm (the reason why, I sup-
pose is that they considered their eraft no longer
in danger from taat source) while cluss-leaders
and members of the most popular churches were
engaged in earrying it from house to house, with |
as much joy as satan could possibly be expeeted
to mauifest, in having been snccessful in the over-
throw of God’s holy elty. One tavernkeeper in
a emall town near this place was known to treat
& wholé house full of ruffiins upon the arrival of
such “glorious news’ as they have been pleased
to term it, for indeed it wus a sweet morsel to
them. '

[ Wonder if the priests and class-leaders treated?
They ought fo have done. Such things do et
occur every day to the Mormons: a horrible eai t -
quake! How romantic! Sait Lake City sunk!
Delightful! Charming!! when some thought they
|-ad luckily escaped to find themselves enjoving im-
prisonment in the vpper stories of adobie houses.
Better and better! others flouting upon rafts, logs, |
barrels, not knowing how soon their time would
come. Exquisite! Delightful! was there ever any-
thing so fortunate? Why christisns ought to
have a jubilee, and double their subseriptions te
the missionaries. Sympathy for Mormong!—
Pshaw! we rob, drive and kill them too, aud gloat
over their miseries that our sympathetic fountains
may flow more freely over the aw{ul condition of
negroes and heathens. Proclaim the tilings!—
Pasa around the rum bottle! Bing psalms vel
christians: and ye dronkards rejoice! Hurrah!
threelazy cheers—the Mormon city’s destroyed!!
Let class-leaders, ministers and taverpkeepers. |
priests and people rejoice and join in the general |
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among us: we could not refute them; hnt 1he
earthquake has, Threa cheers again! Merrily,
Merrily, Merrily, ho! Hip, kip!! mir!l!! HUR-
RAH!!!—Ebp ]

Buat O! the mortification they had to endure,
and the disappointment they had to put up with,
in finding that their boasting had been vain, inas-
much as it had been but a trick of their eaptain
(Satan) to inspire his subjects with new hope,
and suceessful he was for a length of time, until |
he was di tected, when his soldiers began to look
rather dejected through being ashamed of their
captain’s treachery, so much so, that not one of |
his subjects dares to come out to say a word to
vs, althcugh there is one or two of his pious min- |
isters and class-leaders breaks loose once in a
while and exclaims, “‘the Mormons ought all to be
exterminated forthwith, for if they are let alone
they will overrun our country. and tuke away our
place and nation.”’

The saints in these parts feel well, and although
they are poor, at present, yet they live in hopes,

—

that our Father will soon hear their prayers, and
deliver them from the yoke of bondsge. There
have Leen several who thought they might get
away to the valley this spring; but how certain
their prospect is 1 am not aware.

Since we have been here, we have ordained six
to the ministry, one elder, three teachers, and two
deacons, who appear ‘to enjoy the spirit of their
calling bountifully.  We bave introduced the

“Word of Wisdom® amongst the sainte, and
. mest of them live up

to it, which mukes them
to enjoy the Spirit of God to a greater extent,
and a merchant in their vieinity to become not a
little enraged at us for introducing such princi-

les into their midst; the introduction of which

as prevented him from selling them his tea, cof-
fee, snuff, and tobacco, us they all more or less

We hold meetings now in this viciuity three
and four times a week, but have teen 1 revented
from traveling a great desl on account of the se-
verity of the weuther, which yrevents the people

a day to fast. We have baptizad seven who have | [rem coming to meeting as they would otherwise

do.
Y our sffectionate nephew,
Ancus M. Caxnon.
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"May 7, 18561
WANTED FORTHW ITH !—About six loads
of poles, not less than 17 1-2 feet long; also a

few loads of wood, for which a good price will be

allowed on the **News."
L

His ExceErLiENcy THE GovERrNoR, Prest. Jos-
eph Young, Bishop L. D. Young, Elders Fera-
morz Little and Isaac Chase, wilh several
others, on the 6th inst., left the e¢i'y on a short
excursion to the nerth. They will be present at
the lannehing of the new boats in Bear river, and
design returning by way of Cacbe valley. They

will probably be absent ten or twelve days.
il

Government.

Most trathfully is it written that “rightecus-
ness exulteth a nation,” it therefore follows that
it is idle, valn, and useless to expecl lasting per-
manency for any government, whether individual,
furmnily, or national, unless it is founded and con-
ducted upon the immutable priuciples of justice.
All history, eside from resson and revelation,
proves the invariuble truthfuluess of this position,
and still the minds of the humun family are so
under various allurements, to travel in
every path but the one that leadeth unto life, and
to build up and sustain systems which are not of
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the .ord, that at times one would be led to fancy

that nearly all mankind are given over to that
blindness which leadeth unto death.

Th's self-conceited generation, wrapped i the
pride of their vain philosophies, are apt to im-
agine that they are exceedingly wise, and that
the prophets end patriarchs of old were singular
old fogies, enlirely unenlightened by steam and
telegraph. 1 rue, they had not the present fucili-
ties for rapid locomotion and transmission of in-
formation, yet Futher Adam wulked and talked
with Jehovah, and the priestliood continued in an
unbroken chain to Noah, and all who held it were
preachers of righteousnesss, even of that “righte-
ousness which exaalteth a naton.” And was
there no benefit and enlightenment in those
teachings and preachings? All must admit there
wae, for Enoch, alter laboring faithfully during
360 years, so sauctified himsell and Lis sssociates
that they had fuith to step aside for awhile, and to
tuke with them their city, property and all ne-
cessary appurtenances. Can this geaeration,
with its steam-boats, locomotives, telegraph wires,
pomp, splendor and vain Imaginations, accom-
plish such a feat? They cannot even tell where
Enoch and his city are.

Bat how about the hosts whom Enoch left?
O, they were the philosophical, they were the
learned, they were the fanciedly enlightened, and
pursucd the tenor of their wuy, seeking out

righteousness for the term of 120 years. And
what were the world’s enlightened about during
that long period? Setting Noah's presching at
naught, and pointing the finger of scorn at his
cperations in beat building.

But what was again the result? Noah and
ouly seven other persons, from all the myrinds
then on the eerth, were privileged with a
berth and temporal salvation in that ark whose
building had been so wuch ridiculed, while those
enlightened myriads were whelmed in the over-
flowing waters.

Thus has it ever been, and thus will it ever be,
with the different courses, and the results thereof,
taken by the traly wise and the fanciedly en-
lightened, until He reigns whose right it is to
reign. In the mean time, none need deom it




