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EDITORIALS. ! i
SCHRISTIAN CORRUPTION

AND HYPOCRISY.

GLovERSYVILLE, N. Y., |
April 21, 1835.

Editor Deseret News:

I have geen very mach the last yeor
inthe Eastern papers iu regard to the
Mormous, bnt only of thelr faults, if
one muy call them faults. Theg say
Mormons have many wives. A few of
them do, but nearly ail only one. The
Eastern papers do not szy anything of
the Church eoi)le who have ope wife
and severalp mistresses. 1 kuow ol a
deacon iv a chorch here who rentis one
of his buildings to persons who keep o
houseof prostitution, and many church
membears bave one or tnore mistresses.
The superintendeut of the First M. E,
Church bad one wife, while living in
open adultery with another womin. A
prominent manufacturer here has a
tine wife while he supports anotoer
woman.

All thede cases are well known but
the papers keep quiet for fear if they
expose thew or ratherspeak of them in
their papers the circulation will be
lessor they will lose the support of
those persons or their friends. But

] want yon to take this letter to
I , of I . You know, Bas-
kin js meetinr with great success at
Washington, F he can have plenty of.
money the Mormoos will all be dis-
franchised shortly, and then we will
have thiogs all onr own way, you bet!
All we need i8 the {ands.”

The conspirators who nre dragging
the sponge around umong the non-
“Aformon' elements have endeavored
to keep their financisl movement as
quiet as possible. But those who are
approached understand pretty well
what s required of them, and the con-
sequences if they do not respond. The
awiul epithetof *Yack-Mormon' will be
applied to them, apnd it they ave 1n any
wuy connected with 2 Federnl oflice
their removal will be demaunded Ly the
ring organ, on the ground that they are
sidisloval.”’ The strongest proof of
tdisloyalty to the rovernment’’ in the
codé of toe conspirators, is_failure to
endorse thelr petitions and to furnish
funds to pay thelr emissaries.

The gist of their whole novement at
Washiogtonis conveyed inLbe remarks
of the *Liberal® coin collector at Oy-
den. **When the Mormoag-are all dis-
franchised we will have things all our
own way." 'This is the hope aud the
motive in every lie about the “*Mor-
mons,”’ and suggestion to Congress,
and Speech to committees, and cry

they will ratl at the Mormons because|
they are far away. I heard Rev. Dr.
Grabam, Pastor of the First M. E.
Church, Troy, N. Y., suy one Sun-

day eveping that the artiliery
of " the Upited States ought to
blow every Mormon inte eternity.;

While the church people are crying,
put the Mormons in prison or into
eternity, those same church geople are
sending all the support possible to that
free love colony, Oneida Community
in this State, by buying silk twist eod
canned goods; not that they get thcm
any cheaper, or better goods, but they
don't care who they trade with so long
as they have a preference, and free
love ideas agree periectly with many
of the church people’s wishes. They
argue that it 13 all right to bang a Mor-
mon in Utsh, buta Freelover in New
York 13 a Christian. Consistency these
church people east do notrpossess."

Falt PLay.

We publish the foregoing by request
of the writer, a commercial man of

obd standing in the East, It portrays
%he corruption that exists BMong peo-
ple who desire to destroy the "Mor-
mons' because of their adherence to
the doctrine of plural marrisge, and
shows the hypocrisy of the pretended
Puritans who attack *Mormonism
and practice free love. IBut the cor-
roptions of *“Christian’® society are
not advanced by us as arguments jip
favor of “Mormon" ideas en marrlage.
The wickednesr of other people Is no
proof of our purity. Celestial mar-
riage stands upou ils own merits, We
do notyarzoe that a “*Mormon* is
jnstified in marrying plural wives be-
cause some pretended ‘‘Cbristian’
keeps a wistress, There is no com-

arison between the two, and.no plea

or 0ne because of the other,

It {8 not claimed, either, that the so-
called “Christian’’ secis coubpteaance
in theory the evils of soclety. In prac-
tice, however, they quietly lgnore them
und are not too eager to discover them
among their own members, unless cir-
cnmstances occur to make a public
scandal. But the wrong and the hy-
pocrisy of thelr course.is, in making
such an outcry against a few ‘‘Mor-
mong'® for marrying more than one
wife each, and at the same time wink-
ing at the widespread sexual evils that
cxlst among themselves. Thealleged
improprieties of “Mormon® copduct,
too, are, to a4 great extent, jma-

inary, "and, through distance, are
geyona taeir immediale cobcern
and (power to  correct, while
the corruptions peculiar to “Cbris-
tian’’ soclety are rampant within reach,
and abound night uander their daily
sight and scent. Their inconsistency
is, 48 our correspondent intimates, in-
deed glaringly apparent.

‘I'he bloodthiraty sentiments of the
Rev. Dr, Grabam procisim what kind
of & “Christian’’ he is, and show that,
ilke many other very plous people in
name, he would ratker fulminate an-
athemas against unpopular folksat a
distance, than rectify wrongs thatex-
{8t within the shadows of his own con-
venticle. Also that Methodism has no
arcuments that capn prevail against
Y Mormonism,” so, 1lke other emana-
tions trom the Devll, it invokes the
blagts of hellish carnal weapons to
destroy where it cannot convert.

The world 1s in a terrible condition,
and It rejects tite only system which
would redeein it from the dire resulty
of its prevalling evils. But there ix
nothing that cau save the long-faced
and canling **Christians’ who cry out

agninst ‘‘polygamy.’”’” The political
adventurers and office-hgoters and
bar-room bummers and Per.t.lfoggers
abd plmps and “‘resoriers,” are reich-
ing out to grab the control of the Ter-
ritory, and expect through the preju-
dice against polygamy L0 work their
purpose.

Tihis i# what the silly signers of the
#Liberal”* petition ute atter. ‘They
proclatm themselves elther liars or
slaves. They put their niines to the
declaration of their own degradation
They say they are sluves. If that is
true, why do they not burst their
shackles and be free men? If it is not
true, why do they set their slgnatures
to a lie? The truth is, the {framers of
the [t;et.itlon and the cadgers for cash
want the local oflices and the locai

treasury and to have things in
Utah *all their own way,’”” and
they have cajoled and iotimi-

dated & number of non-**Mormons”
wilo - take no active interest in the
question, with sizning their names to a
paper whose purport they understand
{ittle and care about less.

How muvh meney can tbey draw
from their victima is a matter of much
doubt. We do not think Baskin will
wax fat over what he will get outside
of a limited cirele of gpecuiators, who
will risk money on the possible result
as they would ¢nany other gamoling
game, The cligue have not yet man-
dged to have thijngs *‘zll their own
way,’’ and prespects at present are not
\gﬁ' favorable L0 their sweeping In the
stakes.
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A PLEASANT VARIATION,

A DECENT article in the Tribune to-day
shows the return of the brains of the

organ. If we do not fully agree with
all the sentiments it contains, the style
and matterara in such pleasiog con-
trast to the ravings of the inebriate in
other columns, whose effusions have
disgusted the public of late. that the
chunge muset be apparent to usli who
pay apy attention to the paper.

As to the blackguardlisi of the other
articles, there is nothing in them wor-
thy of a reply. They do not contaln an
idea, and to answer strings of droul,
scented with stale whisky, wonld be as
much & waste of time as a needless
condescension.

CONFISCATING CHURCH PROP-
ERTY.

Tar Lancaster Intelligencer pnblishes
the article from the New York Volis-
zeftung, a trauslation of which recently
appeared in the News. The socialistic
article advocated the section of the
Edmunds bill which proposes to ¢on-
fiscate the property of the ‘*Mormon?®’
Church, asa preliminary to the general
confiscation of all church }yroperb'ol
every denomibation. The Irtelligefer
remarks:

*No doubt these sentiments will find
a responsive echo in  mawpy miads.
There is un increasicg growth of
Ieeling _ against = ecclesiusticism,
it will eazerly avail  itself
of any attempt, however un-
constitutionai, to intermeddle with
the relizions beliefs of any part of
thic people, and especially to seize the
&J‘ropurty of a religions degpornsdnawon,

against the “*Mormons®’ for practicing
Biblical marriage, and who yet se-
cretly revel in sexual sin, from the sure
damnation that whil overtake the hypo-
crite and the would-be slayer of the
innocent.

———eg— i —i——————

WANT THINGS ‘¢ ALL THEIR
OWN WAY.?

Tixe (gden Herald gives an accouat of
i conversation between a gentlemun
of that city aud a Liberal cadger for
doliars to pay the expenses of Baskin,
.the anti-** Mormon' wire-pnlier, at
Washington. The money-beggar mis-
took the gentlemau for oue of hisown
-tribe, and as an indncement to extract
cash for the “Liberal’? delegate, made
the pnnexed remarksy

he proscription of the AMormon to-
dny will be the overturn the Jew's
synagogue to-morrow and the rorch
and sword for Catholic and Luthern,
Methodist and Episcopal temples of
worship and temporal possession.”

That is the question, tersely put. If

“Mormon' Church property may be |

seized under any pretext, by the
of the State, so may the property of
nny other church. Establish the prin-
cliple, the pretext is easyio make and
likely to follow. However, we do not
think that the Elot.s of the ‘‘Mormon?’-
eaters or the hopes of the Socialists
are at all likely t0 be realized.
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UTAH COMMISSIONERS AND
THEIR POWERS.

GENERAL MCCLERNAND, the newly ap-

hand

THE DESERET NEWS.

May 12

1njssion, has arrived und is ready to en-
ter upon the duties of his office. We
bid the gentleman welcome 1o this
thriving Territory with its clear skies,
pure mountain air, lovely iakes, glori-
ous climate, fertiie soil, thrifty and
peaceable people and grand opportuni-
ties fora quiet, leisurely and healthy
existence. He has been received by

persons anxious to enlist- him en the
side of aggression against the majority
of the citizens. It is tw be
hoped that he will take time to
inform himself in refard to the
position, principles and intentions of
the people on the other side. Kut
whetber he does 80 or not, it is to be

‘expected 1hat be will make himself
familiar with the requirements of his
office and also with its limitations.

The tendency of the Utab Comiis-
I slon from the first has been, not to Lhe
ineglect of any officizl duty, but rather
| to tiie assumption of functions entirely
forelgn to the office. In order to act
I]u.wfnlly and consistently, it is needful
'tor an oflicer not only to know what
| onght to be done, but also the hounds
and extert of his rizghtful powers. Ex-
cess of authority is otten more in-
jurions than tardiness er spathy.

‘The Commissioners havedone u great
many things for which they cun flnd no
authority in luw. Jt is true that their
powers, as detined 1n the Act that cre-
nted their oflice, are very limited. And,
perbaps, having so good a salary tney
ure unxions to do something in the
way of earning the money so liberally
prqvlded by a pgenerous governmeiit.
I'his would be guite luudable if it was
only lawful. But all that they do
otlicially outside of the duties s peci-
fled in the Edmunds Act, i8 nniawial
apd inthe nature of usurpation. The
full apd cemplete asuthority of the Utan
Commissioners requires no great
research or study to thorobghly
comprebend. It i8 all comprised
in one gection of a single law—the
ninth section of the EKamunde Act.
It is simply to appoint registrationand
eiection ofticers, who are to perform
their duties under the existing laws of
the United States and of Utah Terri-
tory. ‘Fhis, with the canvassing of the
returns of votes cast for members of
the Legislative Assembly, and tbe fssu-
ing of certitlcates of election to those
persons who appear to have been law-
folly elected to thut Assembly, consti-
tute in their entirety theduties of the
Utab Commission. Whatever they do
n that capacity outside of ihese well
defined and easily understood require-
ments is surplusage, 18 extra-oticial
and utterly void i law. If any one
disputes this, let him cite the authority
for anything further.

The Utad Commissioners have
thought proper to fulmlnate ruies und
regulations jor the government of the
officers whom they are authorized to
sppoiut, and for the condnctof elec-
tious. For this they can iind no war-
rant whatever in law. Those rules and
regu.ations are of no mere leval value
than if issued by us many lawyers,
doctors, curpenters, bricklayers or
other privatecitizens. 1i the appolnt-
ed oflicials choose to consider them
authoritadve, so lopg as no one is in-
jured, ali right. It pleases them and

deoesn’t hurt us. But they hsve
no binding force  whatever in
law, The only lawful regcla-

tions to0 registration and _election
otticers are included in the Edmuynds
act and the Uiah law of elections, ap-
proved Februaay 22, 1878,

Among other assnmptions of the
Utah Commissjon was the formuiation
of a test oath. Tnis was conformed Lo
by many of our citizens,in order that
0o obstruction might be placed io the
way of elections. We pointed out jis
invalidity when it was first intruded
upon the people. The Supreme Court
ot the United Stuates sat dewn upon it
when brought to the attention of that
tribupsl, and the ntter iack of author-
ity on the part of the Utak Commission
to issue orders, and formulate oaths,

sud do apylhing outside of the powers
we have enumersted, was emphati-
cally declared.

But what the Commissioners bhad
doune without authority directly, pre-
vlous to the decision of the highest
court, they have sinee doue indirectly.
Atfirst they formulated the test oath
themselves; now they induce the reyis-
tration an_d election oflicersy whom
they appoint, to require it. Each
method 18 equally illegal with 1he
other. It requires lezislatlon to add
to the oath prescribed by law. No
mere administrative officer has a right
to add a line L0 any law, nationa! or
territorial. Thoat part of the oath
which Is now required of citizens in
order to register, that relates
to bigamy, polygumy and nnjawful co-
habitation is utterly vold, becanse it
Is udded to the lawful oath by persons
havine noliegistative powers, abd who
are nol authorized by any law of the
United States or of the Territory to

frame uny oath or to require any oatn
otber than that prescribed in the stat-
ute aforessid. - A great many of our
geople have taken the unlawful oath

ecause they wished to exercise the
right of francise towhich they were

—

tion list; trdnsmit to the secretary, of
the Comm!ssion a statement showing
the total number of reglstration vot-
ersin his precinct, plucing the number
of females in separgte lists, They will
ulso report the names of all persons
whom they have good reason to belleve
have entered into po_ly'gizamy slnce the

June revision of 1883

We wish to inform the deputy regis-
tration officers that all such orders
from the Commisgion are without au-
thority in law, Those officers are un-
der no obligations to perform this ex-
tra and unoflicial labor. §if the Sa-

reme Court of the United States Is
s any authority on the powers and
limitations of the Utab Commission,
this dictatorial assumption is without
ipgal force und effect. There 18 poth-
leg in tpe law which authorizes
the Commissioners issue ap
orders or ‘“shalls” or ‘“wills”
whatever. If there l!s, let them or
their apologists cite the Jaw.

We also wish to cantion registrars
and deputy registtars in regard to
erasing the names of lawful voters
from the registration lists, and also ie
trying to play the spotter as requested
or required in tbe order from which
se have made the above extract. The
Commissioners tave no right ‘to de-
mand the names of citizens tn any such
manner, the registration ofticers have
no r]ght.noplu{lt.he spy or informer.
Further, we call the altention of citi-
zens to the law in regard to the erasing
of names from the list. The registra-
tion officer is required to *'make care-
fu! inquiry If aoy person whose nume
is on the List,has died, or removed
from the precinet, or 1s otherwise dis-
qualifled asa votdr of such precmct.‘
and 1f 8o to erase the same therefrom,’
Mere rumor or spile sto is
not siuficient., The voter must be ac-
tually disqualified or his namne capnot
be lawfully stricken from the'tist.

Any voter whose name is not on the
list may appear before the registrur
during the week commencing on the
first ﬁonday in Jupe io ench year, and
have his name registered on taklog the
oath provided by law. That oath does
pot contain the clause illegaliy added
by the instructions of the Utah Com-
mission. And if anybody isunlawiully
prevented tfrom voting by improper
erasure of his name from the list and
the enforcement ot an illegal oath to
restore it, he has his remedy
in an actlon at [aw against the
registrar, and can recover damages.
He canoot proceed agalnst the
Utah Commisioners for, according Lo
the rullpg of the Supreme Court of the
United States, the registrars are the

Lo

responsible parties, for they have no
right to obey the untawful insfructions
and iliegal rulings and reguiations of
the Commissiopers and if they do so
they do it at thelr own peril. A vrimi-
nal presecution is another remedy for

the citizens against the registrar,

The trap that iz being set does not
require much sharpness of vislon to
perceilve.  Let cltizens of the
People’s Party keep a good look out
for it. See that thelr names are kept
ou the registration list if they ought to
he there. Watch the pliant tools
of unlawful authority closely. BSec
that the registrars do not exceed nor
neglect their duty. ‘They are required
by law to see whether any qnaiided vo-
ter resides 1u the precinct whose name
is not on the registration list, ** and if
30 to add the same thercto.”” If any
such officer shall wilfully fail or neg-
lect to perform any of the duties re-
quired of him, he is liable to a tine of
one thousund dollars or imprisonment
in the penitentiary for two_years.

Thereare gentlemen on the Commis-
sfoh who ought to be agshamed of enter~
Mg into any such scheme as that indi-
cated by the uniawin! order from
which we have guoted. Theyknow
hetter. Théy are well aware that they
are exceedinefthelr authority, and that
they are making requirements that
registration officers have no obligation
to notice. We have never ohstruocted
them in the lawful discharge of their

1
I

| cntitled, and did .not desire to jeopar-

dize in any way the result of elections.
But that the interpolated or added
poriions of the oath are without war-
rant in law, s beyond the power of any

| lawyer to refute.” Nobody need sub-
| seribe to it udless he chooses to do so-

Inthe latest issue of unauthorized
and illegal rales and regalutions by the
Commissioners, the following up-
pears:

YThe deputy regiatration offlcers
shall, Immediately after the June and

pointed member of the Utah Com-!Beptember revisions of the registra-

ensr duties, but, on the contrary, have
assisted to secure u ready and general
acquiescence in their measures to_se-
cure clections regulated by the Ed-
munds faw. Baot we consider their
Freuent. course utterly unwarranted in
aw and not required by anything ex-
pected of them in the impartial and
gentlemanly exarcise of their very sim-
ple anthority.

Whea high-toned officlals discover
what i regqnired of them by the laws
creating apd regulating their offices,
they will seek to perform faithfuily
every requirement, and remajn within
the limits prescribed. Assumption and
usurgut.lon are not compatible with
repadlicanism, and the work of in-
formers is below the dignity of gen-
tlemen whether they be callea by the
name of Repnblicrns or Demodorats.

CLASS DISTINCTIONS.

Not a few thonghtful people are more
or less exercised overthe existenceand
increase of & certainclass of soclal dis-
tinctions among members of the
Church. There always will be certaln
divisions in the ranks of society, more
or less distinct. Tbey are formed in-
voluntarfly by a varlety of causes,in
verification of the old truism that,
“hirds of afeather will flock together.”
When the causes that lead to the mass-
ing of classes are improper, so are the

results. When the least degree of the

enius of ostracism Is infused, the con-
glt.lon must Decessarlly be detrimental
to the weifare of the commupnity, as it

18 4 bur to general consolidation. All
distinctions in soclety, speaking from
a Gospel standpoint, should be of u
nature not to interferg with the unifl-
cation of the whole.

When any one class of the commui-
nity turns up it8 nose ut uny other
poriiou of the social body, with an ex-
pression of, "*I am better than thou,”
the attitnde s simply abominable.
This means that that particular class
assumes to belong Lo the ‘‘best soci-
ety.” That such an assnmption is
madedy some people profeasing to be
Saints is beyond controversy. The
claimm has been made more or less
broadly by actions, which speak with
an uncertain sound, nod ina few in-
stances some people have set 1t up o
words.

There need be no hesitation in de-
clarlng that no snch position can be

taken Ypon a gospel standpoint.
1t - must be defined accord-
ing to the lideas +of the

world at large. The standard from the
latter quarter is detined without difi-
culty. ‘I'ne central aud all-important
qusglification needed to entitle & person
to belonzi‘ to the ‘*best society' is
money. The manner in which he roay
have come into posasession of the artl-
cle cuts & comparatively small flgure,
so long as he has I1t, He may have ob-
tained it dishonestly or otherwise, and
may be by cansing widespread misery
among his fcllows. His moralley i3
not & matter of much moment elther.
Weulth covers auy defect in that re-
gard almost as easily as It 18 to write
the word *“libertine’” on a slip ef
paper and cover it with a $20 gold
piece, so It is completely out
of sight. Wealth occuples the same
relative position in soclety as charity
does in religlon—i{t **covers a ulti-
tude of sins,” It serves s a falr sub-
stitute, in the suime conuection, for
brains. Accordlng to the **best socje~
ty'’ standard, it would not be the cor-
rect thing for 2 person moving in it to
have broud sympathlies, because tbey
would cause him to take an laterest In
people who are poor: he would min-
gle with those outside of the pale of
bis class, aud that would be exceed-
ingly valgar, Hesbould move only in
his own limited circle.

People who move in *‘upper ten®
clrcles generally expect to receive the
adulation of otiter people because of
their social standing—that s, because
of their money. ‘Fo expect it on that
basls is consigtent, becallse no person
who has any inherent qualities worti
admirfug would anticlpate obtaiolpg
couspicuois distiuction in such a way.
The 8oclety man bzs £0
outside of his interior personal
guu]mes to find sometbing he

eems worthy of attracting adoration,
Both the recelver and giver of wor-

ghip from such a cause are in 8 pitia-
ble, not to say contemptlble position.

The Gospel socisl standard s the an-
tipodes of the one just described.
Chbrist is its type. He had no flne man-
slon—nowhere to lay his head. He
bad that, however, which the accumu-
lated riches of ages cannol purchase—
the wealth.of the son], HHis mind was
adorned with the glittering gems of
trath, which never fade. He bad the
priceless Jjewel of unlimited love, his
sympathies being broad as eterpity.

e had that scotiment whlch finds
a lodglng every gin great, Doble
and magnanimous mind—ineffable
contempt for sham, hypoc-
risy and]deceit. He believe in
class distinctions, however, but his
theory and ract‘ce—n.lways harmo-
niousa—were based on the wealth that
adorns the intellect, the heart and
conscteuce. All men belonged, in hla
estimate, 1o the **best soclety,” whoud-
hered—to the extent of thelr power—to
the eternal principles of righteousess,
upon which the throne of Jehovuh i8
established. It had no relation to the
amonnt of earthly goods they pos-
gessed.

Those who create, claim or maintain
class distinctions in the community of
Saints on the basis of worldly wealth
are not in uaison with Christ nor the
spirit of His Gospel. They are taking
a course that has been condemned in
the covenants and commandments of
tiie Church. The Salnts have been
warned by the Lord in the following
words: ‘¢ Beware of pride l¢st ye be-
cotne like unto my people the Nephites
of old.”” To foster the ordinary “best
society” idea in' the commurity is to
drift away from the genius of the
truth,which is easily choked and finally
obliterated by the pride of the
world, It is especially pititul
to see young Wen pufting up a
claim of belouging to the ‘‘best so-
clety,” on the cash basis, as it argues
for them a fruitless future, because of
& meagre conception of the relative
value of money when compared with
the wealth of the intellect, the con-
scleuce and the heart. Such a dispo-
sition is diametrically opposed to the
spirit of brotherhood which belongsto
the Church of Christ, and is not in
noison with the genius of ordinary
philanthropy. It is mot cherished by a
magnanimouns mind.

THE NEW EDMUNDS MON-
STROSITY.

THERE bas been 2 great deal of com-
ment by the press in regard to the al-
leged delay of the report of the com-
mittee to whom the Edmnnds bill was
referred, that passed the Sepate more
thap three months ago. Mr, Reed of
M=aine made soore Sarcastic ingairles
concerning it in the House of Jepre-
seutatives, which were replied to with

quietidignity by Mr, Tuckerof Virginia,



