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JTIT is written somewhere in this
book the bible that in the
mouth of two or three witnesses
every word shall be established ly

these words were recorded in the
1

law of moses and referred to0 o by
our savior bulbutbut in what part of the
evangelists they lreiroaroare recorded idoI1 do
not remember they occurred to
my mind just as I1 rose to my feetfeel
itt seems to have been the method
in which god hasbag dealt with the
children of men ever since they
have had an existence on the earth
to reveal certain principles and to
confirm them by as many witnesses
usas seemed proper to him

1

1

our father the creator of this
earth bashas power if he saw proper
to do so to give a vast amount of
evidence to the children of men
concerning the divinity of a mes-
sage which he might at anytimeany time
kofler to them it would be a very
easy matter if lie saw prapee to do
so0 to inscribe in tilethe very heavens
in letters of light testimony and
evidence which would be so con-
spicuous and powerful and plain
and easy to be understood that all
tilethe nations languages kindreds
and tongues upon our globe would
know the truth at once and have
no misgivings about the matter
but the lord has not seen proper
thus to deal with the human fam-
ily hohe seems to require in the
first place faith on good soundhound
substantial evidence instead of
imparting knowledge0 at once

there is a great difference be-
tween faith and knowledge I1 am
told that there is such a country as
china oilon the eastern borders of
asia but I1 never have been there
I1 never have seen that country I1
can not say most positively that
such a country exists only oilon the
testimony of others I1 am informed
that such is the case
testimony but it is not a perfect
knowledge to my own mind ob-
tained by mv own experience
and so in regard to ten thousandthousand
other facts or events we arearaar in
many indeed in almost all in-
stances required to believe without
a knowledgeacknowledge the judge who sits
in a court of justice tot decide upon
the liberties and lives of his fellowrellow
beings does not decide from a
knowledge but from the testimony
and evidence presented before him
helie pronounces sentence of im-
prisonment or death because the
evidence is sunnsufficientlelent to bear him
out in passing such a sentence

A person can not be a witness t10
that which he merely believes
god requires mankind or certain
individuals among mankind to be
witnesses for him witnesses of
illshis existence so that they can bear
testimony to others it is import-
ant that they should
have a knowledge of thetho things
whereof this testimony iais given I1

hencebence in some few cases aamongmong the
inhabitants of our globe there have
been men raised up to whom there
has been a knowledge imparted al-
most immediately and they knew
most perfectly concerning the
thinthinsbilingss which they were to commu-
nicate to their fellowbeings they
were true witnesses and oilon their
evidence and testimony the world
have been conderncondemnednedDed and will be
judged in the great judgment day
for instance the lord our god haslias
revealed a system or plan of salva-
tion to the human family requiring
all men to repent of their sins turn
away from everything that is evil
reform their lilivesilvesves andioand to believe 1in
jesus christ as the savior of the
world who died to atone for the
sins of mankind to believe in his
father as the great supreme being
the creator of all thingthings to believe
in that which god has ordained
pertaining to the gospel that is in-
tended fforr the salvation of man-
kind such as the ordinances
baptismbaptismandand continuation by the
laying on of handsbands and the admin-
istration of the lords supper all
these are principles and ordinances
which god has revealed to the chil-
drend ren of men making known to cer-
tain individuals that these arearc
divine and commanding them to
gosyo and bear testimony thereof unto
others now when a man stands
uupp before ailan audience audand says
with all boldness and with all hu

that god exists the queequestiontion

mightinight HOW do yonyou know
that liebe exists in repty he says
to hisiiii audience he exists because
the bible speaks of it the works of
nature declare that there must be
a thetho wisdom that

lnin the works ofbf ereacreacrea-
tion show forth hisUs attributes lilshis
goodness hisills wisdom and the
adaptation of the various principles
in nature to other principles allowshow
that there must have been an all
wise designer but inquiinquires an
individual ofor the speaker do you
know anything about this being of
whom you say the works of nature
declare his attributes and can you
tell us whetherwhetherber ilcilelielic is a personal be-
ingangoraor a widelyvidely diffused spirit that
exists throughout all nature if
11he ccanan not bear any other testimony
than this I1 merely referring to the
biblebiblo or the works of nature hisills
hearers can say we havehavo the same
evidence ourselves atandid your teileitesti-
mony

ti
is no better than oursoursa mitbutnit

if he stands forth as a servant of
the most high god and declares
that he knows god exists because
lidho has received afv revelation to that
effect god has spoken to him and
illshis eyes have been opened to behold
hishid pelsonpersonpelpei son and his glory and that
he hashns heard his voice then that
mans testimony is greater than the
testimony of those who depend
merely upon what god has said in
pailages written in the bible and
greater than that which arises from
beholding thothe beautabeauty glory simbim

and wisdom tthatat characteri-
ze the works of nature such a
testimony as I1 have named where
a personerson can bear testimony tobatwhat illshis eyes have seen and to
what his cars have heard concern-
ing fiigthe almighty to what god has
revealed to hihimm will condemn the
world persons may pretend to be
gods witnesses and preach fifty
sixty or fourscorefour scoreyears in tilethe earscars
of the people but if they have never
received this testimony their evi-
dence will be of no effect in the day
of judgment I1 have heard in the
coursecourso of my life a greatgrentreat many
christian ministers of iidNimdifferenterentbrent de-
nominations many of them no
doubt sincere say to theirthein
lationsgations 1I will be a swift witness
against you in the day of judg-
mentanent ask these christian min-
isters have loueverxouyou ever recereceivedivedaa
revelation from god yourself oh
no has god ever spoken to
you oh no have you ever
had a heavenly vision oh no
has the holy ghost given you a

new revelation not at all
when diddia godlashgod last speak to the

human family says the christian
minister he has said nothing for
about eighteen hundred years the
last he saidscald or spoke to the human
family is recorded in the new tes-
tament suchbuchaa minister might
preach all the days of his life and
so far as his evidence or testimony
is concerned it would not condemn
a solitary individual such men
are not witnesses for god ilehe
never sent them he never spoke to
or revealed anything through them
they have never seen his face or
heard his voice consequently thetheyy
know no more about him than the
people in the congrecongregationgatlongation to whom
they are speaking when there
fore weive speaksneak in the language of
our text that in the mouth oflftwo
or three witnesses every word shall
be established when these wit-
nesses are didivineinelne witnesswitnessesos sent
forth to bear testimony of divine
thilithingsgs they must have a knowledge
of those things not merely a faith
not a speculative idea or opinion but
they must know just as well as
they know concerning their own
existenceof the things about which
they speak and of which they bear
testimony to the people then in
the great judgment day god will
say to that people did I1 not de-
clare my words unto you by my
messengers whom I1 sent unto youjou
to whom I1 revealed myself and
who had a knowledge of the things
they bore testimony ofor and that
will condemn the people

in order to apply thistilis to one par-
ticular subject which now mccuoccursrs totd
my mind I1 will take the book of
mormon for insinstancehanceLance this book
professes to be a divine revelation
it professes to be the writings of a
succession of ancient prophets the
same as thetho bible contain the rev-
elationselations and writings given in dif
ferentforent ages to inspired men and
while the bible contains the writ-
ingsin s of inspired menmeil who lived ontitthee eastern hemisphere the book of
mormon professes to be the writings
of inspired men who lived in an-
cient times onoil the western hemis-
pherephere one ibIs calccaicalledal led if we may so
speak theehe billebilic of the east the
other may be termed with greatpreat
propriety the bible of thotile west

both of them being of tho highest
antiquityantique

now if themethese books are divine
what evidence is necessary to con-

i vince us 0off that fact if the book of
mormon is19 really a divine revela-
tion containing the writings of an-
cient prophets who dwelt on milsMIS
american continent before and
atterafter christ it is important that
every manrodn and woman in the four
quarters of the earth should under-
stand this for if it be thefordthe word of
the lord we shall be judged out ofor
the book of mormon as much aas
out of the eastern bible if it be
notanota divine record and not the word
of theLord it is absolutely feces
sarythat we should know it in or-
der thatdehat we maymajmay reject and rprejectec t
ituit understandI1 higly TAtakek61itt elthercither
waytway thenben whether it is or is not a
revelation fromfrony god it is equally
important that we should know itity

irowisow what evidevidenceened have weive that
thehe bookbok of MOmormonamon is a divine
revelation I1 will bring forth some
evidence upon this subject before
this book was permitted to be pre-
sented to the inhabitants of the
earth thatho lord raised up witnesses
before it was prIntprinteddd in the year
182919 threethred witnesses were raised up
to bear testimony toltto it now how
could thesethise witnesseswitness get a know-
ledge that this book was divine
were they merely told that it was
so by the prophet joseph smith
who tranirantranslatedslated thethu book from the
metallic platesplatea that were taken out
ofor a certain hill in thethetho state of rewnew
york was thishis all the informa-
tion they had before they com-
menced bearing testimony to the
world of the divinity of the book
if this wasivas all then all whokho knew
josephJosep 1 hSmith might be witnesses
boutwe are told in the forepart of
the book the nature of
and testimony we are told that

martin harris and
oliver cowdery in the year 1829
before this book was published saw
an angel of god comedowncome down frumfrom
heaven and take thetile plateaplated boom
ewhwhich itit was translated andlind he ex-
hibitedhibi ted them before thethee eyes of
these three men turning them over
leatleaf aftertaklaVleazleat they edvsawedw the ailallangelel
descend they saw illshis gloriusglglorgiororousoreusfeuskeus per-
sonage they belfeld the light0 and
glory of his countenance theytiley stawsaw
the plates in his handhaudhandlandsandgand they saw
the engravings upon the pages of
these plates while the angellasangel was
doing this before them they heard
a voice in the heavens declaring
unto themthimi that the plates had been
translated correctly and command-
ing them to bear testimony of it to
all nations kindreds tongues and
peopleeople to whom this work shouldeebe sent theyThoy accordingly havellave pre-
fixed their testimony to thistilis book
which those whowiio obtain the book can
read at their leisure we have not
time on this occasion totd read it

I1what greater testimony concern
ing the ministering of angels 11

any person ever given to thetho human
famfamilyllyliyily than tiieilie one I1 have named
we teadread about angels ministering
in ancient timesalmes oilon various occa-
sions aliallandadforfor certain purposes
sometimes appearing in great glory
and sometimes withholding their
glory hence it laIs written by one of
the apostles be not forgetful to
entertain strangers for some in so
doing have entertained angels una-
wares showing that angels have
sometimes withheld their glory
and appeared like common menmell
hudkudandaud that they havellave been enter-
tained as such in other instancesiceslees
their glory waswaa exhibited benorebefore
those to whom they revealed them-
selves and they bore testimony to
the things they heard from the
mouths of their divine visitantstants

A question arises here Is there
any testimony in thetile old or new
testament any more worthy of
being received than that of these
three modern witnesses do
allangeiiangeligelseis live at the present day as
thetheyy did in ancient times 1 Eeveryevenyery
one willvillv rsayeayay that they still 11liveve
are they the messengers of the
most high hiowbiownow as they in
ancient times yes hayssays one
twewe suppose they are subject to
the command of god now as they
were in aniafiancientclent timos 11 Js herethere
any thing in the bible that indi-
cates that a period or day would
come when thetile ministration of an-
gels would no longenlonger bobe necessary
no not one syllable jnill nilall thetile
bible that indicates anyan lucli thing
to the contraryiuryitry we andlidiid that the
apost pawlpaul in speaking of angels
says albaibare theyahby liotfiot allali rlph
spirits senisent forth to minister for
those whojhb snail be heirs of salvabalva
tiontiong nosownow ifit there be any heirs
of salvation odon ahk earth in the loglilotli
coliceilcenturyturf why adtt JIthomblo10 b minister-
ing spiralsspirits be sent furth to minister
forfok theofil 1 andalid if ent 1 whyhy

should thythey withhold
and their personal presence from
those to whom they administer
why not reveal themselves as they
did in ancient times personally
and bodily so that the eye of the
individual to whom they adminis-
ter may behold them we canran seebee
nothing whatsoever that indicates
in the least degree that these priv-
ileges are to be withheld from the
children of men many at the
present period believe tho testi-
mony rerecordedrecordedcordea in the scripturesScripturee
concerning the ancient ministra-
tions of beings ccalleda lied angels theytiley
know not why they believe tafil
only because it is popular and it isis
recorded in the bible that they did
aappearear ask these persons if theybpbelieveelleve in the ginistraminministrationistra tion ofor angels
at the present time antiand they will
tell you no they cantcanfil give
vouyouyouxou any reason why they disdisbelievebellevebelieve
in their ministration now only it
is unpopular it is popular to be-
lieve in the ministration of Vingelsangels
anciently but unpopular to believe
in such a thing in modern timeslimps
consequently people go along with
tilethe popular mind and believe in
former dagadday administrationsmin rations of those
heavenly messengers but latter
day administrations of thetho bamesame
nature they reject

if persons raised up in ancient
times had a knowledge bytheby the min-
istration of angels concerning the
message which they communicated
to the numanhuman family and their tes-
timony condemned the generation
to whom they were sent I1 ask will
not the same knowledge commu-
nicated in the same manner in our
day condemn this generation inas-
much as the message is not receiv-
ed judge this for yourselves

when the book of mormon was
printed earlycarly in the year 1830 with
these witnesses names attached to
it and presented to the human fam-
ily they had thetile testimony not
only of these three witnesses but
also the testimony of joseph smith
the translator to the ministration
of angels and concerning the exis-
tence of these plates herehero then
was the mouth of four witnesses
at least that god gave to this gen-
erationera tion besides these four wowe
have it recorded herohere that eight
other men men with whom I1 am
or was well acquainted some of
themthein are now dead eight other
persons besides these four knew of
the existence of the metallic plates
from which the book of mormon
was translated their testimony is
also prefixed to this work their
names given they testify that
they sawbaw these plates that they
handled them with their own
hands that they saw the engrav-
ings

v
upon tiletiie plates that they

took them in their hands and that
they knew of a surety of the exis-
tence of those plates they did
not bear that they hadllad
8eenseen an angel but they bore testtesti-
mony to that which they iidilddidlid know
namely thothe existence of the plates
that joseph smith the translator
was the person who exhibited tiletiie
plates to them and that the charcharac-
ters

ac
or letters contained upon thetiie

plates had the appearance of an-
cient work indand of curious work-
manship and theytiley bear their testi-
monymony inthein the mostmoat positive manner
to this thing declaring inthe closing
sosentence that they bear testeitestimony
of these thingslingsti and we liehe not
god bearing witness of it here
then is the testimony ofor twelve
witnesses four ofbf whom saw an
angelofangel of god laIs not this suffi-
cient to justify the children of men
in havinbavinhaving faith in the book ofor
mormon faith is not a knowl-
edge but faith is the evidence of
things not seen now I1 may not
have seen the plates you may not
have seen the plates but we have
thetile evidence or testimony of things
not seen by a great numnumberber of wit-
nesses who did see them

but says one issupposese that
these witnesses were interestedined per-
sons and they wished to combine
together to deceive the children of
men the same supposition
might be made concerning ancient
witnesses the twelve apostles for
instance they were chosen by the
lord to bear testtestimonydiony of the gospel
unto all nations andidithwith the ex-
ception of judas there was not a
disinterested person among them
not even the one appointed to fill the
place of judas and thlethesethe se men bore
testimony 0 the most important
truths that were ever revealed to
the human family they did this
with a perfect knowledge the in-
fidel world will say they were inter-
ested witnesses just the same as the
world saygay concerning the witnesses
of thoticilollo book ofa mormon I1 would
not giverito much forfbi 1 witnesswitnels who
ans not I1 f it not give

much for the testtestimony of an I1indi
vidual who would come and snsaybay 1661ira1

have seen an angel from Godygod butblit
yet I1 am not interested in any thingtiling s

that he said tome hatman
who receivereceives a communicationfrom
the almighty and who knows ofdragraa
surety of the things that helied brings
forth and bears testimonyoltofdir atheto the y

world let him be interested in illshia
testimony and show to the world
by his works that helie Is an inter
ested witness I1 ivt

says one wowe have some disin-
terestedte witnesses with regard totd
the truth of the bible 11 I1 deny ltit
you have not one you havellave eight
writers inih the new gestitestamentment but
were they notbot all interested wit
nesses yes but says one

1 9

were there not a great many not
connected with the ancient church
whowilo saw the miracles of jesusjebus
if theytiley did we lieve not their testi-
mony botonenot one we find it recordedI1

in the actsacta of tilethe apostles that
when peter and john healed tiietilethe
lame man who sat atit the beautiful
gate ofor the temple there was a great
multitude around about who saw
this iniIntmiracleracie but have you the tes-
timony and evidence of any anewone of
that multitude noiweine you have not
no such evidence or testimony hashnshasbas
been handed down to our day butbilt
we have thetile testimony of the writ-
er of thetile acts of the Apostles that
such wahwaa the case he says BO

and we have to believe it oliolfon his
testimony so in regard to the five
hundred who saw jesus after his
resurrection paul declares that holie
wabwas seen of five hundred of the
brethren at once but basbaa oneono of
those fivenive hundred brethren handed
down his testimony to the
century not one it all depends
upon the testimony ofor one writer
that writer says that five hundhundredred
men saw jesusjesua after his resurrec-
tion so in regard to all the mira-
cles that are recorded saldsaid to bobe
wrought by our lord and savior
so in regard to all the mimiraclesmeles
wrought after illshis ascension into
llelieheavendrenwren by his servantservantstg and those
who belbeibellowedloved in illshis name we
have only the testimony of eight
witnesses for the truth of the new
testament and they were all inter
ested

again wevve know ahatchateliat there
havellave been persons who have comcorn
blued together to deceive their teilfel

and howarehow are we to know
whether these witnesses to the
book of mormon were men of that
class or whether they werewere really
witnesses of the things of god
we cancall not know it at first itis
impossible norfor you and mome to know
that fact unless we obtain our
knowledgknowledgee from heaven we clincan
believe Rit or their testimony but
we cancall not know it or their testi-
mony now the way I1 would do
if I1 wereail outsider and really de-
sired to know whether the book of
mormon was a divine revelation or
not I1 should examine the nature
of this evidence which I1 have
referred to and then I1 should ex-
amine the contents of thetile book ifir
I1 found the book contradictcontradictoryog in
its history propheciescies or doctrinespropheciesI1 should set downown these twelve
witnesses whose names are prefix-
ed to thetho book as impostors lutbutiutlul
if gifter a careful perusal of this
book I1 found no contradictions or
I1inconsistenciesconsistenciesii in the prophecies
interspersed through its different
parts if I1 foundround that the doctrine
was plain and simple and
be understood and not contradict-
ory then thetiie next thing with me
would hebe to compare these prophe-
cies

e
with tthoseI1loseiose in the bible and

the doctrines of the book of mor-
mon with those of jesus and his
apoapostlessUes

I1 if I1 found no conomcontra-
dictions between the two records
but that the same gospel laIs taught
in both and that both contain the
same great chain of prophecy in
regard to the events of the latter
days only more fully exemplified
and illustrated perhaps in different
languagelanguuge in the 1100booknook of mormon
from what 4 Is in the bible I1
should have no evidence whaiwhatwhatevereyer
to condemn the bookboob or thewaltthe wit-
nesses contained inill it

furthermore if I1 foundround certain
promises in the book of mormon
to the effect that all persons in allalii11

the world whowilo would receive atit
and ohp message that god has sent
forth by thetile administration of illshis
servants and would repent of their
sinssins andund be baptized by ime
for the ofor their sins andarid
havellave hands laid upon thembliem in con-
firmationnirfirmationmatlon receive the holy
ghost inasmuch as I1 could find no
testimony against the book but all
these thingsfilings in favor of itlt ifit t
should repent ofor myiny binsins there
wwould011 id certainly bdbei lidiid harmharin in ILit
ifir I1 should reform my ilfelife aromaroiu


