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It is wrilten somewhere in this
book — the Bible — that *‘‘in the
mouth of two or three witnesses
every word shall be ‘established.”
These words were recorded in the
law of DMoses, and referred to by
our Savior, but in what part of the
evangelists they are recorded I do
not remember. They occurred to
my mind just as I rose to my feet.
1t seems to have been the method
in which God has dealt with the
children of men ever gsince they
have had an existence on the earth
to reveal certain prineciples, and to
confirm them by as many witnesses
as seemed proper to him,

Our Father, the Creator of this
earth, has power, if he saw proper
to doso, to give a wvast amount of
evidence to the children of men,
concerning the divinity of a mes-
sage which he might at any time
offer to them. It would be a very
_easy matter, if e saw proper to do
s0, to inseribe, in the very heavens,
in letters of light, testimony and
evidence which would be so con-

Nature declare that there must be
a Supreme Being, the wisdom . that
is manifested in the works of crea-
tion, show forth his attributes—his
goodness, his wisdom, and the
adaptation of the various principles
in nature to other principles show
that there must have been an all-
wise Designer.”” “But,”” inquires an
individual, of the speaker, ‘‘do you
know anything about this being ef
whom you say the works of nature
declare his attributes, and can you
tell us whether heis a J)ersunal be-
ing or a widely diffused spirit that
exists throughout all nature?” If
he can not bear any other testimony
than this, merely referring to the
Bible or the works of Nature, his
hearers can say,'“We have the same
evidence ourselves, and yqu'r testi-
mony is no better than ours.” “But
if he stands forth asa servamt of
the Most High God, and declares
that he knows God exists, because
he has received a revelation tothat

his eyes have been opened to behold
his person and his glory, and that
he has heard his voice, then that
man’s testimony is greater than the
testimony of those who depend
merely upon what God has said in
past ages, written in the Bible; and
greater than that whieh arises from

plicity and wisdom that character-
ize the works of Nature. BSuch a

spicuous, and powerful, and plain
and easy to be understood, that all
the nations, languages, Kkindreds
and tongues upon our globe would
know the truth at once, and have
no misgivings about the matter.
But the Lord has not seen proper
thus to deal with the human fam-
ily.
ﬁl}-:;l; place, faith on good, sound,
substantial evidence, instead of
imparting knowledge at once,

There is a great diflerence be-
tween faith and knowledge. I am
told that there is such a country as
China on the ecastern borders of
Asia. But I never have been there,
I never have seen that country, 1
can not say, most positively, that
such a country exists, only on the
testimony of others I am informed
that such is the case. I believe that
testimony; but it is not a perfect
knowledge to my own mind, ob-

tained by my own experience. |Y

And so in regard to ten thousand
other facts or events. We arein
many, indeed in almost all, in-
stances required to believe without
a knowledge. The judge who sits
in a court of justice te decide upon
the liberties and lives of his fellow-
beings, does not decide from a
knowledge; but from the testimony
and evidence presented before him
he pronounces sentence of im-
prisonment or death, because the
evidence is sufficient to bear him
out in passing such a sentence.

A person can not be a witness to
that which he merely believes.
God requires mankind, or certain
individuals among mankind, to be
witnesses for him — witnesses of
his existence—so that they can bear
testimony to others, It is import-
ant an@ecessary that they should
have a knowledge of the things
whereof this testimony is given;
hence, in some few cases among the
inhabitants of our globe, there have
been men raised up to whom there
has been a knowledge imparted al-
most immediately, and they knew
most perfectlf,', concerning the
things which they were to commu-
nicate to their fellowbeings. 'They
were true witnesses, and on their
evidence and testimony the world
have been condemped, and will be
judged in the great judgment day.
For instance, the Lord our God has
revealed a system or plan of salva-
tion tothe human family, requiring
all men to repent of their gins, turn
away from everything that is evil,
reform their lives, and to believe in
Jesus Christ as the Savior of the
world, who died to atone for the
sins of mankind; to believe in his
Father as the great Supreme Being,
the Creator of all things; to believe

He seems to require, in the,

testimony, as I have named, where
a person can bear testimony to
what his eyes have seen, and to
what his ears have heard, concern-
ing the Almighty, to what God has
revealed to him, will condemn the
world, Persons may pretend to be
(God’s witnesses, and preach fifty,
sixty, or four score years in the ears
of the people, but if they have never
received this testimony their evi-
dence will be of no effect in the day
of judgment. I have heard, in the
course of my life, a great many
Christian ministers of different de-
nominations, many of them no
doubt sincere, say to their congre-
gations, “I will be a swift witness
against you in the day of judg-
ment.” Ask these Christian min-
isters, ‘‘Have

no."
Uu?”
had a heavenl

“Oh no.”
vision?"!

new revelation?”’
“When did God last speak to the
human family?”’ Says the Christian
minister, ‘‘He has said nothing for
about eighteen hundred years; the

family is recorded in the New Tes-
tament.” Such a minister might
preach all the days of his life, and
so far as his evidence or testimony
is concerned it would not condemn
a solitary individual. Such men
are not witnesses for God. He
never sent them, he never spoke to
or revealed anything through them;
they have never seen his face or
heard his voice, consequently they
know no more about him than the
people in the congregation to whom
they are speaking.
fore, we speak, in the language of
our text, that “in the mouth of two
or three witnesses every word shall
be established;” when these wit-
nesses are divine witnesses, sent
forth to bear testimony of divine
things, they must have a knowledge
of those things; not merely a faith,
not a speculative idea or opinion,but
they must know, just as well as
they know concerning their own
existence,of the thingsabout which
they speak and of which they bear
tessimony to the people. Then in
the great judgment day God will
say to that people, ““Did I not de-
clare my words unto you by my
messengers whom I sent unto you
to whom I revealed myself, an
who had a knowledge of the things
they bore testimony of!” And that
will condemn the people.

In order to apply this to one par-
ticular subject, which now oecars to
my mind, I will take the Book of

in that which God has ordained, | Mormon, for instance. This book

pertaining to the gospel, that is in-
tended for the salvation of man-
kind, such as the ordinances of
baptism, and contirmation by the
laying on of hands, and the admin-
istration of the Lord’s Supper. All
these are principles and ordinances
which God has revealed to the chil-
dren of men, making known to cer-
tain individuals that these are
divine, and commanding them to
go and bear testimony thereof unto
others. Now, when a man stands
up before an audience aud says,

professes to be a divine revelation;
it professes to be the writings of a
succession of ancient prophets, the
same as theé Bible contains the rev-
elations and writihgs, given in dif
ferent ages to ihspireg men; and
while the Bible contains the writ-
ings of inspired metit who lived on
the eastern hemisphere, the Book of
Mormon professes to be the writings
of inspired men who lived in an-
cient times on the western hemis-
phere. One is called, if we may so
speak, the Bille of the East; the

with all boldness and with all hu-{other may be termed, with great

milit¥y, that God exists, the question

propriety, the Bible of the West,

effect, God has spoken to him, and |

beholding the beaut ,glnrx,"s!mé--{ me

vince us of that fact? If the Book of
Mormon is really a divine revela-
tion, containing the writings of an-
cient prophets who dwelt on #his
American continent before and
after Christ, it is important that
every man and woman in the four
quarters of the earth should under-
stand this; for if it be the word of
the Lord we shall be judged out of
the Book of Mormon as much as
out of the eastern Bible. If it be
notadivine record and not the word
of the Lord, it is nbsolutely neces-
Eary-- that weshould know it, in or-

er
it understandingly.
way,.then, whether it is or isnot a
revelation from God, it is equally
imﬁo ‘

‘ow what evidence have we that |
the Book of Mormon is a divine
revelation? I will bring forth some
evidence upon this subject, Before
this book was permitted to be pre-
sented to the inhabitants of the
earth the Lord raised up witnesses.
Before it was- printéd, in the year
1829, three witnesses were raised up
to bear testimony to it. Now, how
could these witnesses get a know-
ledge’ that this book was divine?
Were they merely told that it was
so by the Prophet Joseph Smith,
.wh&lgnnsl Xy

c | _
of a curth En"hﬂlint.ha te of New

York? - , this all the informa-

Take it either

men earing testimony to the
world of the divinity of the book?
If this was all, then all who knew
Joseph 'Smith might be witnesses.
But we are told in the forepart of
the book the nature of theirevidence
and testimony. We are told that
Dayid Whitmer, Martin Harris and
Oliver Cowdery,in the year 1829,
before this book was published, saw
an angel of God come down from
heaven, and take the plates fpom
which it was translated, and he ex-
hibited them. before ‘the eyes of
these three men, turning them over
|leaf after Jeaf.” They saw the angel
descend; they saw his glorieus per-
sonage; they beheld the light and

lory of his countenance; they saw

you ever received a |the plates in his hands,and they saw
revelation from God yourself? *‘Oh |the engravings upon the pages of
Has God ever spoken to|thesep
““Have you ever | doing this before them they heard
“Oh no.”’ {a voice in the heavens, declaring
‘““Has the Holy Ghost given you a |unto them that the plates had been
“Not at all.” |translated correctly, and command-

ates. . While the angel was

ing them to bear testimony of it to
all nations, kindreds, tongues and
Egnpla to whom this work should

sent. They aecordingly have pre-

last he said or spoke to the human | fixed their testimony to this book,

which those who obtain the book can
read at their leisure; we have not
time on this oceasion to read it.

What greater testimony concern
ing the ministering of augels has
| any person ever given to the human
family, than the one I have named ?
We read about angels ministering
in ancient times on various occa-
sions, and for certain
Sometimes appearing in great glory,
and sometimes withholding their

glory. Hence it is written by one of

When, there-|the apostles—‘‘Be not forgetful to

entertain strangers, for some, in so
doing, have entertained angels una-
wares,”’ show that angels have
sometimes withheld their glory,
and appeared like common men,
and that they have been enter-
tained as such. In other instances
their glory was exhibited before
those to whom they revealed them-
| selves, and they bore testimony to
the things they heard from the
| mouths of their divine visitants.

A question arises here, Is there
any testimony in the Old or New
Testament any more worthy of
being received than that of these
'three modern witnesses? Do
angels live at the present day as
they did in ancient times?! KEvery
one will say that they still live.
Are they the messengers of the
Most High now as they were in
ancient times? Yes, ‘Says one,
‘“We suppose they are subject to
the command of God now as they
were in ancient times.”” Is there
any thing in the Bible that indi-
cates that a period or day would
come when the ministration of an-
els would no longer be necessary?
o, not one syllable in all the

To the contrary, we find that the
Apostle Paul, in speaking of angels
says—'"'Are they not all ministering
spirits semnt, forth to minister for
tﬁm who 511?]1 be heirs of salva:
tion? Now, if there be any heirs
of salvation on the earth in the 19tl
century, why nol those minister-
ing apirlts be sent fdrth to minister
for theiti? And if stnt forth, why

i

{

we may reject it, and reject |

rtant that we should know if, |

|

the book from thf
SR

tion they had before they com- |

purposes.

Bible that indicates any such thing. | p

did in ancient times, personally
and bodily, so that the eye of the
| individual to whom they adminis-
ter may behold them? We can see
nothing whatsoever that indicates,
in the ﬁiﬂﬂt degree, that these priv-
ileges are to be withheld from the
children of men. Many, atthe
present period, Lelieve tke testi-
mony recorded in the Secriptures
concerning the ancient ministra-
tions of beings called angels. They
know not why they believe this,
only because it is popular, and it is
recorded in the Bible that they did
appear. Ask these persons if they
believe in the ministration of angels
at the present time and they will
tell you “no,”” They cau’t give
Eu any reason why they disbelieve

their ministration now, only it
is unpopular, It is popular to be-
lieve in the ministration of angels
anciently, but unpepular to believe

in such a thing in modern times, g

consequently people go along with
the popular mind and believe in
former-day administrations of those
heavenly messengers, but latter-
day administrations of the same
nature they reject.

If persons raised up in ancient
times had a knowledge, by the min-
istration of angels, concerning the
message which they eommunicated
to the human family, and their tes-
timony condemned the generation
to whom they were sent, I ask, will
not the same knowledge, commu-
nicated in the same manner, in our
day, condeman this generation, inas-
much as the m is not receiv-
ed? Judge this for yourselves.

When the Book of Mormon was
printed, early in the year 1830, with
these witnesses’ names altached to
it and presented to the human fam-
ily, they had the testimony, not
only of these three witnesses, but
also the testimony of Joseph Smith,
the translator, to the ministration
of angels, and conecerning the exis-
tence of these plates. ere then
was the mouth of four witnesses,
at least, that God gave to this gen-
eration. DBesides these four we
have it recorded here that eight

other men, men with whom I am, |

or was, well acquainted, some of
them are now dead. Eight other
persons besides these four knew of

from which the Book of Mormon
was translated, Their testimony is
also prefixed to this work, their
names given, They testify that
they saw these plates, that they
handled them with their own
hands, that they saw the engrav-
ings upon the plates; that they
took them in their hands, and that
they knew of a surety of theexis-
tence of those plates, They did
not bear testimony that they had
seen an angel, but they
mony to that which they did know,
| namely, the existence of the plates,
that Joseph Smith, the translator,
was the person who exhibited the
plates to them, and that the charac-
ters or letters contained upon the
plates had the ap,)eﬂmnce of an-
cient work and of curious work-
manship, and they bear their testi-
mony in the most positive manner
to this thing,declaring inthe closing
sentence that they bear testimony
of these things, and *“we lie not,
God bearing witness of it.”” Here
then is the testimony ol twelve
witnesses, four of whom saw an
angel of God. Is not this suffi-
cient to justify the children of men
in baving faith in the Book of
Mormon? Faith is not a knowl-
edge, but faith is the evidence of
things notseen. Now, I may not
have seen the plates, you may not
have seen the plates, but we have
the evidence or testimony of things
not seen, by a great number of wit-
nesses who did see them.

‘“But,”” says one, ‘‘suppose that
these witnesses were interested per-
gons’ and they wished to combine
together to deceive the children of
men.”” The same supposition
might be made concerning ancient
witnesses, the Twelve Apostles for
instance. They were chosen by the
Lord to bear testimony of the gospel
unto all natious, and, with the ex-
ception of Judas, there was not a
disinterested person among them,
not even the one appointed to fill the
lace of Judas; and these men bore
testimony t2 the most important
truths that were ever revealed to
the human family. They did this
with a perfect knowledge. The in-
fidel world will say they were inter-
ested tithiemses, just the same as the
world gdy concerning the witnesses
of tiie Book of Mofinon. I would
not give much for # witness who
was not interested; 1 onld notgive

|

that he said tome.’”” No,letthatman
who receives a communieation from
the Almighty, and who knows of a
surety of the things that he brings
forth and bears testimony of to the
world, let him be interested in his
testimony and show to the world
by his works that he is an inter-
ested witness. |

Says one, “We lhave some disin-
terested witnesses with reﬁn'rd to
the truth of the Bible.”” I deny it,
you have not one. You have efght
writers in the New Testament, but
were they mnot all interested wit-
nesses? Yes., “But,”" says one,
‘“‘were there not a great many not
connected with the aneient ehureh
who saw the miracles of Jesus?"
If they did, we have not their testi-
mony,notone. We find it recorded
in the Acts of the Apostles that
when Peter and John healed the
lame man wlo sat at the beautiful
ate of the temple, there was a great
multitude around about who saw
this miracle, but have you the tes-
timony and evidence of any one of
that multitude? Ne, you have not,
no such evidence or testimony has
been handed down to our day. But
we have the testimony of the writ-
er of the Acts of the Apostles that
such was the case. He says g0,
and we have to believe it on his
testimony. So in regard to the five
hundred who saw Jesus after his
resurrection. Paul declares that he
was seen of five hundred of the
brethren at once. But bas one of
those five hundred brethren handed
down his testimony to the 19th
century? Not one; it all depends
upon the teatlmuner of one writer.
That writer says that five hundred
men saw Jesus after his resurrec-
tion. So in regard to all the mira-
cles that are recorded, said to be
wrought by our Lord and Savior;
so in “to all the miracles,
wrought after his ascension into
heaven, by his servants and those
who belicved in his name. We
have only the testimony of eight
witnesses for the truth of the New
Testament, and they were all inter-

ested. R
Again. We know that there .
have been persons who have com-

bined together to deceive their fel-
lowmen, and how are we to Kknow

bore testi- |

the existence of the metallic plates, | whether these witnesses to the

Book of Mormon were men of that
class, or whether they were really
witnesses of the things of God?
We can not know it at first; it is
impossible for you and me to know
that fact, unless we obtain our
knowledge from heaven. We can
believe it, or their testimony, but
we can not know it, or their testi-
mony. Now the way I would do,
if 1 were an outsider and really de-
sired to know whether the Book of
Mormon was a divine revelation or
not, I should examine the nature
of this evidence which 1 have
referred to, and then I should ex-
amine the contents of the beok. 1f
[ found the book contradictory in
its history, prophecies or doetrines,
I should set down these twelve
witnesses, whose names are prefix-
ed to the book, as impostors; but
if, «fter a careful perusal of this
book, I found no contradictions or
inconsistencies in the prophecies
interspersed through its  different
parts, if I found that the doctrine
was plain and simple and easyto
be understood, and not con ict-
ory. then the next thing with me
would be to compare these prophe-
cies with those in the Bible, and
the doctrines of the Book of 'Hor-
mon with those of Jesus and his
apostles. If I found no contra-
dictions between the two records,
but that the same gospel is taught
in both, and that both contain the
same great chain of prophecy in
regard to the events of the latter
days, only more fully exemplified,
and illustrated, perhaps in different
language, in the Book of Mormon
from what it is in the Bible, I
should have no evidence whatever
te condemn the book, or the wit-
nesses contained in it,

Furthermore, if I found certain
promises in the Book of Mormon
to the effect that all persons, in all
the world, who would receive it,
and the message that JGod has sent
forth by the administration of his
servants, and would repent of their
sins, and be baptized by imersion
for the remission of their sins, and
hdave hands laid upon them in con-
firmation, should receive the Holy
Ghost; inasmuch as I could find no
testimony against the book, but all
these things in favor of 11;, if I
ghould repent of my sins, therd
would certainly b¢ no Harm in it

If 1 should réform wmy life from



