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New York, August 1oth, 1897,
New York has the Klondike gold
fever. Every one is talking. of Alaska
and i's maines, and there n_:ll bea big
emigration from here to the'gold fields
in the spring. The extent of the craze
mconcewablel;_ The . eople
ady to believe anything, and to in-
323;31 az;ything which bears the title of
Alaskan gold. This is the case with
some apparently cool-headed business
men. Already a number of one-dollar-
a share companies with a face stock
value of millions of dollars have been
formed, and the indications are that
there will be similar enterprises started
in the other cities of the United States
before spring. 1 had a chat today with
Mr. W. |. Arkell, the proprietor of Frank
Leslic’s Weekly Newspaper and “The
Judge,” giving some of Lis experiences,
which illustrate the craze for gold.
Mr. Arkell has laldtclalT, you kn?w}
{ discovery, to a large part o
?l?enlglht:n%rike gold fields for the estate
of E. ]. Glave and others. Mr. Glave
headed the expedition waich Mr. Arkeil
sent to Alaska seven years ago for Frank
Leslie’s Weekly. During this time he
made the first report, it 1s said, as tothe
- exisience of these wonderfully rich gold
deposits, and filed a map and certain
claims with the State Department at
Washington. This was about 18gr.
Glave ntended to go back to Alaska
and engage in MIDIDE, but inthe mean-
time failing to raise ‘the money, he took
an exploring expedition to cross Alfrica,
and died in the attempt. Now that his
discoveries are known to have been of
great value the capitalists who refused
to belijevye him are ready to kick them-
selves for rejecting the fortune he offer-
ed them, and Mr. Arkell, ! doubt not, is
one ot the number. As to the claim of
the region by right of discoveryl be-
lieve Mr. Arkell1s too practical a man
to base mucih hope upon such a founda-
tion. There are, however, hundreds ot
ople all over the country who have so
ittle doubt of his success that they are
willing to join him to any moderate
financial extent in the prosecutlon ot it.
He telis me he has been pointed out up-
on tne street as *'The King of tie Klon-
dike.” and that the attentions he gets
and the remarks hs presence calls out
are semewhat anneying, tosay the least,
to a man ol h s modest and bashfu] tem-
perament L
Today, for instance, he was dining at
Delmonica’s with Wilham Walter Webb
of the Vanderbilt famly, when Mr
Webb said: “"Arkell, | wsh you would
tell me if there is anything the matter
with my clothes. Nearly every one in

is almost

the restaurant is looking at and talking
about me.”

Y“No they are not," said Arkell, “‘they
are talking about me. They are dis-
cussing my Klondike claim and the

enormous amount of money I shail get/

out of it.”

I called at the Judge building, on the
corner of s5th avenue and 16th street,
this afternoon, and had a chat with Mr
Arkell about his Alaskan expedition.
Said Mr. Arkell: “The expediiion was
planned by E. ] Glave, the African ex-
plorer. Glave had heenin Africa as one
of Stanley’s lieutenants, and having
gone through the unknown hot regions
of the globe he was then anxious to ex-
plore some of 1he unknown colder lands.
He made me believe that I coud geta
large amount of reputation and circula-
tion and news for Frank Leslie’s by
sending an expedition of ten men to ex-
plore the unknown regions of Alaska.
There were from 3 coo to 4.000 miles of
the inteiior of Alaska which had never
been touched by the footof a whiie man,
and it was his idea to go over the moun-
iains and push his way north to the
Arctic sea.

* When I asked Glave what the trip
would cost’ Mr. Arkell continued, '*he
said he would not need more than
$£5.000.” Said be ‘I will get ten white
men to go with me. We will have a
number of scientists, photographers and
writers When we get to Alaska we
will hire ten Indians and a number of
dogs, and there is no doubt that we can
make it for that sum.” ‘Al right,’ said I,
'provided the cost is not over $5,000 '’

+But did you get out tor thai?'’ | asked
as the edit r stopped for a moment and
a cloud came over his usually placid
brow.

*'No, indeed I did not,’* he said.
-¢It cost me overthree times f£5c02. Ib
the first place, we advertised lor men to
go with Mr. Glave on the expedition.
The result was 3 000 app'icants Fro.n
these we selectsd A. B. Schautz and E.
H. Wells, and these two with G.ave be-
carce the leaders of the party, and »ign-
ed the ¢ ntract with me to do the work
for §5,000. Well, they started. They
traveled altogether about 5,0c0 mules.
They sent a tot ¢f pictores of Indians, of
new rivers and moun ains, of new glaci-
ers and n2w lakes, one «f which they
named afterm: It is, I am tod, ten
miles wide and forty m les long, and
during most of the year it coniains 4 10
square miles of ice, bui the anly good |
got out of it was publishing a picture of
itintne Weekly.”

“These pictures kept coniing in for
ahout seven motths,” Mr. Arkell went
on, "‘and then they stopp:d, and I did
not hear of my expedilion for over 2
year. They had gotten snowved in on
the other side of the mountains, not

'very far from the gold region

They
had to send back for Indians and new
dogs and sleds, and the result was that
when they reiurned to ‘New York they
brought a bill with them irom: the Alaska
Commercia Comoany for $8,000, I had
already paid the f5.000. Ihad to pay
his additional, whicn made £13,000, and
then I got another bill for $3.000 for
three Indians who had died while acting
as carriers during the journey. A thous~
and dollars seetned a good deal fora
dead Indian, but I paidit. I was thor=
oughly disgusted with Alaska, hwever,
and for a long time I trembled every
time I opened a letter, tor fear it might
contain another bill for my Alaska ex-
pedition’s expenses.”

¢But how about the gold fields, Mr.
Arkeil?"”

¢l am coming to that now,’’ was the
reply. “Gilave and Wells and Schanz
brought back a lot of gold w th them.
They liad several bags of specimens and
nuggets and they reported tnat there
were gold fields along 'he Yukon and
ts branchies of wonderful richness.
Glave said that he had found one hun-
dred and fifty miners washing out gol!d
in one camp, and ithat there was lots ot
it. Glave wanted me to back him up
organize an expeditin to go to Alaska
and mine this go d, and he never gave
up the idea of rotumnng to Alaska. He
expected to go back tnere as soon as he
had finished his African trip, but, you
kpnow, he died there."

“ 4 hy didyou not go in and organize
a company?'’ said [.

*I had no faith in the stories,” replied
Mr. Arkell. *‘I was so disgusted at nav-
ing had to pay that $16,000 that I did
not believe a word of what they said. I
thought they were trying to bunco me,
and that tney had dwne so, Their
stories of new mountainsand rivers, and
especia |y thase of the gold, | ¢ -1dered
lies, and I -usp -cted th y had bought
their gold nuggets 1n San Franci:co and
aere palming them ofl upin me as
Alaskan gold. It 1s now evident that
hey 1old ihe truth, and tnat waal I con-

idered ome of the chief filhes of my
li e might have been \urned to my ad-
vantage had I us:d it in the right way.
Y s-e. the Glave parly weut regnt
throu h the:e Kloadice gold re:ins,
and Schantz mad 2 a map of tnem, waich
was filed in the State D p.rtmeat.
Thay sent to men weerly sketrhes and
paoctographs of tuese fizlis, and so we
have today toe only tru:z maip and
sketches which hive been m «le there.
ve will, ol course, republish toem
now.*

“How about your claims to the gold
felds?

“1 had no idea of making any claim
until Mr. Schantztelegr phed m# to lovk
ou for his interests, and that we ought



