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THE RECENT STORMS.

Frox zll sldes come reports of the
tinprecedented force and protracted
extent of the preseuni'storm. Our Bear
Lake correspondent writes that it has
been practically contlnuous in that re-
gion since the first of Joapusry. An
exchange saye: Some weeks ago Fos-
ter, tha lowa weather sharp, sald that
among the most important storms of
1847 would be those of the firat elgh-
teen days of JFebruary, He gaid:
“PDuring the whole year no eighteen
days will giver a greater variety of
woeather, or a beavler fall of rain or
pnow, of more violent ziales, -taking
the whole country over. There wili be
more destructive storms later in the
geason, but none more general,’” He
predicted that the principal disturb-
ances would reachithe Mississippl,mov-
ing esst, on the st 8th, 15th and 16th,
inst. within twenty-four hours of sun-
down, To this date he’lies been cor-
rect a8 regards locality. He sald: **The
storms of February 18t and I3th are ex-
pected to be the heaviest and cover
the largeat scope of country. The firat
atorm wlll probably reach the ninety-
first meridian by sundown on the B8iat
of January, which comes within the
time predicted.” For the Iith we car-
tainly -had storm enough for Foster or
uny other man. It wns the first day in
over a year durlng which the sun was
not visible atsome time between ris-
1oz nod setting., Foster's next storm 1a
#el 10 Croes the Mississlppl within
twenty-four hours of sundown on the
18th inst. He Jmt np money on the
storine predicted for the 1st and 13th
which monoey, ($25) was to-be forfeite

to the Burlington lellef Commlttee in
case of fallure,
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THE MOMENTQUS QUESTION.

Tur fear that enough *Mormons® will
exercise the franchise to carry elections
in epite of the newly-framed test oath,
should the bill be signed by the Presi-
dent, mukes* the conspirators of both
factions féel ns though they were sea-
sick. They are balting between two
oplolons and are sufiering the panga of
perplexing suspense. With one breath
ibey declare that the ‘“*Mormons’ are
80 false and perjured that they will be

sure to take any oath that may be ne-
¢essary to voting. With the next they
declare it impossible for the “*Mor-
wons' to take the oath prescribed in
the new biill, without giving up the
very part of their religion to which
they cling with such wonderful tepa-
city, '.[FIIB)T acknowledge one day
that if the **Mormous’" vote, the bill is
aimost 4 pullity, The next day they
laud the biil as Dearly what was want-
ed, the test oath being its *'crownin

feature,' reguniring the **Mormons’

¢ither to j“wsuapndou their position or
suomit to defeat at the polls.

To vote, or not to vote; that is the
question which the hungry clique im-
apine the **Mormons' are as muchex-
ercised shout z8 themsewes., They
pretend to dpspise the jdea of doing
auything politic for the sake of **some
secular oflices,’ and yet **some secular
ollices' are ail the rusculs are after
and for them they tave lied, and toiled,
and bled the hali-dollar Leaguers—
and the probability that those oflices
will slip from their grusp after all, is
suchk a momentons guestion with
them that they confess *‘vverything de-
pends vpon jt.”’?

Naw, the **Mormons® are not wor-
rglng over this matter just yet, When
the bill is actually o Iaw and an eclec-
tlon or new regisiration is at hand,
Pprobably, they will begir to think seri-
ously of the question, whether or net
they can take the oath and exer-
clse the franchise, In all Pproba-
bility some ‘‘Mormons" will not
tuke the eath, Indeed it Is al-
maost sure that a portion of the peo-
Ble will decline to do 30. Those who

ave more wives than one living and
undivorced will most likely refralu
trom so swearlug and voting, Bot
that will not affect the- yesult much,
for they have ubstained from voting
for wearly five years past, If there
are apy ‘*Mormons’’ who contemplate
or Intend taking plural wives or who
mesan to edvise Others to do so, they
would prebably forego the pleasure of
swallowiog the pill prescribed by

Congress. This migkt lessen the
nomber of ‘‘Mormon** votes in some
small degree.

But there are many *“Mormons’ who
Bave not formed plurnl family rela-
tlons noy manifested any Intention of
doing eo nor of aiding or advising
othars to take that step. And if they
are ln the same mind and condition
when the question of taking the
test oath comes lorcibly to their st-

views of their unstrupulous cnemiss,
a8 to their “‘consistency™ or “‘deprav-
ity” or anything else that maey be said
aboot them. Weare afraid thut the
schemers who bave staked thejr all
upon the gnestion of ‘'sowe secular
ctfces,' will have to remain in sicken-
ing Suspense sbout what the ™Mor-
mons'’ will do, nntil the time comes
;}'hen they do sometning 4n that direc-
on. )

But we think it wel] enough to con-
slder here the ground ou which it is
predicated that the ‘*Mormons”
cannot tote without ‘‘abindoning
the pofition” they bave taken
before the courts. *There are none
80 blind as those who will pot see.™
ADy one who usus his mentul eyes can
discern the raslicul difference between
the guestion that contronts a “‘Mor-
mon’? defendant in court, and that
which will come up for a **Mormon®
decision when registration is- at hand.
The conditions are diverse, tbe indi-
viduals are not in the rame position,
the questions are digsimilar. In court,
the eIendauqeisu polygamous “Mor-
mon' (We use the popular term). The
person to register is a MQNoyEAmMOous
‘*Mormon.” Here I8 an essential dif-
ference of cenditions. One i8 asked to
give up something that he bus cove-
nanted to keep for ever; the other has
not taken upon hymself any such obli-
gation, The **Mormon’ under sen-
tence is required to obey the laws ‘‘as
construed oy the gourts;" the !*Mor-
mon'’ about to reglster, simply agrees
to obey tbe laws as they are. The
courts muke a demapd thut no hon-
orable man can comply with; the test
oath is one thata great many honore-
ble men can take.

We are profoundly. affected by the
solicitude of those hungry hypocritea
Insting for place, who are so shocked
at the thought that any ‘‘Mormogn’!
will ““violate his conscleuce™ jor the
sake of votipz. It is very kind of
them to be so tender on that pojnt.
We can lmagine the crocodile tears
tbey shed while canting on this goes-
tion upon which they say ‘*everything
depends.’' Their nice apprectation of
*‘honor is truly moving. And if they
would only state the position fairly or
withan approach to correctness, how
muclr more striking their attitude and
exhortations would be!

ut we cannot consent even o com-
fort them a little in their pendulons
and harassing condition, that our
{riends should be bambhoozled into the
idea that there is apything in common
between the disgracetul piedge de-
maded of & plurally married ‘*Mor-
mon’* defendant in court, and a bache-
lor cir one-wived **Mormon'’ before the
registrar. A husband of two or more
wives whow he has vowed before God
to hold and cherigh a3 his for time and
eternity, would be breaking faith with
them and with Deity if be agreed to do
what the courts requite in order to es-
cape imprisoniment. Buta single man,
‘or the hunsband of one wife, who has
no preseni intention ot entering into
plural marriage, might take the oath
prescribed as a condition to registra-
tion without doing violence to his faith
oOr hls iote, l'lt¥. t 18 a question tor
him %o decide for himself asd no otber
person can fully decide for him.

The courts demand & great deal more
than the law. What they require is
croel, inhumarand far beyond either
the spirit or the letter of any ebuct-
ment. The test oath embraces nooe of
these features. It is bad legislation,
framed with the,view of excluding, it
possible, the médjority of our citizens
irom the polls, for the beneiit of the
mipority, But the Constitgtion stood
in the way of making it entirely exclu-
8ive. And so, a8 it stands, it does not
directly infringe upon a man's belie‘:i
the expression of that beilef, An ‘3{
affects a different class of citizens
from those affected by the pledpe de-
manded ‘by the courts. There 1s no
fuir comparison to be mude between
the two.ln uny shape, form, principlt
or effect, The effort to confound gae
twalin or muke them one i8 worse than
sepbiatry, it is direct misrepresentu-
tion, lt shows that the inventors are
:.s 'l;veuk ag they imagine their readers

o be.

‘T'oe gucstion, then, providing the
bill 18 signed by the President, must
become an individual one. It comes
to the cgitizen himeself 8s 8 mat-
ter for personal determination, If he
i3 in any doubt as to what he cando,
bonorably and consistently, he musg
examiné his 'own intentions aud coin-

are them with the oath. If he ja still

n doubt, he wiil most likely agkadvice
from his friends. Unless he isa dolt
agd an imbecile he certalnly will not
seek couusel trom the scheming ras-
cals who éxpect to profit by his re-
lin(lulshment. of the right of suffrage.
We expect to he malizned. We
have no reason to untlcigutc auythiong
like fairness or houoor in the discussion
that is likely to arise on this question.
Soit will make no difference what-

ever brow. much the men-
dicious scribes and Iying Lea-
guers falsify our position and

circulate culumnies as to our motives
and our acts, Whatever i5 done will
be sccomplished without reference to
their opinions. But:in the light of
their agonizing anxiety about “some
secnlar offices it looks as though what
they fear the most is.the very thing
that should be bronght abont, provid-
ing it can he dome without infringlng
upon right, daty and the dlctstes of
honor and consclence.

tention, they will no

—Shoshong county, Idato, s In debt
000,

oubt consider * §155,000

minded fellow has written disgnstiog
missives to each of a unmber of gen-
tlemen holding officiul positions. Lan-
kuage 13 inadequate to express the
loathing we feel for such contemptible |

methods,which are only resorted to by
base und cowardly sneaks. No man
with an atom of dignity in his com-
position would be gullty of such un-
mitizated wesnness. 1t is more thun
likely that {t is the work of sowme mun-
tuliy irrespounsibie crank who is oblivi-
ous to the better instincts of hnmanj-
ty. We have an ungqualified [contempt
for anonymous sneaks io general, and
the class to which the writer of the
vile misslives evidently belongs in par-
ticular,
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FREE LIBRARY AND READING
ROOM.

Ox Friday evening the first of a serles
of soclables was held inthe Fourteenth
Ward, the object of which is to obtain
meens for the eatablishment of a
frec library and reading room. The

gironnd seemed dropping from beneath
thens, bulldings began 1o totter and the
face of nature, like many of thelr own
way distorted and distigured. They
could scarcely keep thelr fzet, and
many did oot want to, prefermng for
the time thelr kpees Lo rest upon
donbtiess for the tirst time in thelr
lives. Tbelr hilarity and recklessnes,
suddenly ceased, and prayers and lamn-
entutions followed.  What a spectacld
that . must huve been! The
clown, the columblue, the demon and
the monsters Ot varied shape akd hue
prostrate before the Beiog whose jm-
wge was only in their mlnds when the

moment of peril came, supplicating
Him as oniy those can who know Him
not when a1l i8 peace and,no danger

‘threutens. Those who jstadld in- koly
places, who acknowledye tbe-exist-

ence and revere the will of Delty, may
be greatly moved &t such, or
eny manifescations of [His pow-
er; but  they will not~ be

80 overwhelmed nor ahsurdly unpre-

This afterncon Edwin Reshton, an
aged restdent of the Fifth Wurd, wux
arrested on a- churge of living with
Mary A. RBushton and Sarah Rusiatoo ay
his wives., The complaiul was made.
by E. A. ¥runks. He was arraigned
before Uommissioner McKuy snd
pleaded net guilty.

Murs. Mary Aun Rushton testifled—E
was married 1o the defendant (ia 18415
1 bave notlived with hioyrfor six years»
he had no other wife wheén I married
bim; I live in tbe Sixth Wapd; we
don’t visit each other; we speakil wg
‘meet each other; I bave not beenin big
his lrouse, uor he in mine; I have never
been divorced.

Mrs. Sirsh Rushton testificd—The
defendant s my husband; I live in this"
city; my husband- lives with me; my
youngest child is ten years old.

The defendant was placed unde
$1,600 bonds to awalt the grand jury's
action.

pared us were those revelers whose
paint-thickened tears mingled with the
dust while they tmplored ald and
mercy from the Source whence alone 1t

party was successful in every way,2
refined and artistic entertulnment be-
Inpg given and the sum of forty dollars
obtained as its financlal resuit,

vor in most quarters.

our young people can spend an even-
¢ng in pleasurable society for the 1m-
grovement. of their minds, must-have a
encficial tendency if properly con-
ducted. There shonld, In our opinion,
be several of these institutions
in thls city, and one at least in
every populous town in Utah. Yonng
eople by these means way be Eept
rom roaming the streets at nlght, or
visiting resorts where mora! and intel-
lectuul” culture are farthest from
thought and practice.

We understapd that the intention in
this case 18 to provide facilities tor
the ¥outh and others of onr own peo-
lpl.e to guin usefui knowledge und
iternry entertuinment. Care will
have to be taken that the reediog room
ts kept free {from 1mproper attendance.
Rules will huve to be adopted, in the
onset, with this object in view. That
which is inteuded for good may be
turned into a vehicle of evil. But
this may be said of everything
designed for the pature, use and
beueflt o©f mankind, Precantions
way be devised to keep the lostitution
tree from evil and preserve it to the
purposes desigued.

€ learn thet President Taylor as
Trustee 1n Trust has signitied bis sp-
provul of the inovement in & character-
istic and forcible manner, by forwurd-
inpg a hundred dollars by way
-of donution to the purpose in view. He
bus nlso expressed -hls opiniop that
“'A free library and reading room
properly managed, would be 2 most ex-
celient inatitution for the yonhg peo-
Fle." The words we bave placed in
talics should be particularly noticed.
Glits of books arc being recelved frowm
various quurters, and leading men are
endorsfng the movement, wbich we
believe will be carried forward to de-
served snccese.

We hope toat the T.atter-day Saiots
of thisc'ty and its vicinity will do all
they cun consistently to uid fu estab-
lishing & good and extenseive library
which will not only be for the nse of

located, but for members of the
Ehuéch generally in tbis neighbor-
Qod.
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THE EARTHQUAKES.

Thi News' telegraphi.c colmwns to-
duy are freighted with frightfal tidings,

!loss of life und destruction bf property

by means 0t & mizhty earthquuke, one
of the greatest of recent times, not
only as relates to destroctiveness but
to extent also. The ruptore seems to
bave extended from Geropa on the
northeastern Spanigh coast, and fol-

lowing the semicircular shore of the
Mediterranean around the sgouthern
part of Fraunce aud Italy, nearly If not
quite tw  Rome. This "Is a
vast scope of country to be affectad at
the same time and in the same manner
by oue of the planet’s spaswodic pul-
suations, and the cousterpation and
awe of those in that and the adjacent
r.crrit.sr{ must have been extoeme. At
this writing the extent of the-damage
done caonot be computed with any-
thing like accuracy; detsils come
aloug slowly, as the affrighted
people recover the!r equanimity, but
so far little but round figures and
raesses more or Jess exaggerated have
een sent to the world. ifteen hun-
dred deaths ure reported from one
place, another says three hundred,
and smaller tignres come alobg oum-
erously and vuriously; it is ?ernaps
within the limit to place the loss of
life at no jess than E,OOO persouns, and
the _destruction to property 2t an
amazingly large sum, one thut time
and careful calcnlstion ajone will en-
able ug to even approximate.

(ne incident in copusction with the
sad catastropbes which -attended the
earthquake, was as gnggestive and Im-
prespive as it must have heen painful
to the partlcipants. At Nice, a party
of revelers had been to a grand carni-
val the whole night lons and were
wending thefr way hompward in a
semi-somuolent ;and more or less in-

We believe the profect will find fa-|of ge
FPlaces where {resldence of Bisoop Willlam B. Pres-

the Fourteenth Ward, where it is to be:

could come.
N e
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A Fruitless Raid.—To-day a force
puty marshals hastened to the

ton, in the Sevenieenth Ward, and
searched the premises in anticipation
of findlng and serving a warrant of ar-
rest upon the Bishop, They were dis-
appointed, however, snd concluded to
make another cffort at the Gen-
eral Tithing Otflice. The build-.
ings there were also ransacked,
but nothing satisfactory to the search-
eirsedwas brought torth, so they re-
tired,

Utah Central Rallway, — Com-
mencing Toesdry, March Iat, the Utah
Cenitral Rallway will put on an_uddl-
tional passenger train for the aecom-
modation of theé public, to leave Juab
at 5:25 a.m., Nepbl 0:15, Santaquin
7:11, Payson 7:25, Spanlsh Fork 7:47,
Springville 8:01, Provo 8:15, Plecasant
Grove £:45, American Fork 8:55, Lehi
9:01, Draper 9:40, Sandy 9:562, Frauck-
lyn 10:10; arvive at Sait Lake at 10:30
a.m, Leave SaltLake at4 p.an., arrive
it Julsb at B:53. Utber tralns run as
usunl,

Fatal Aecident. — Joseph Nelson
Sawyer, sou of Walter 0. Sawyer, of
this’ city, died at the resideoce of
his srandwother, 10 the 11th Ward, on
the 24th Ingt,, 4t & quarter past ten p.
m, OUn the 12th day of this month he
met with ap accident while loading
hig pistol. The pistol was discharped
and the hull coteted the left lung and
passed through the body, This oc-
curred on the 12th inst., at a shee
herd over which he had charge, whic
was about forty-ive miles from
Grantsvilte. He was brought to this
city and Dr. W. F. anderson called to
higassistance,but the wound was mnor-
tul, He was 2] years old December 13,
1858, The dazte ©f the {unerul will be
ennounced hereafter.

Court Notes.—Proceedines in the
| Third District Court to-day:

Wm. Kelloge et i, vs. Davld Wil-
llsms; demurrer to complaipt sns-
tained.

. The People v&. James Casey; selling
liquor without & license; continued to
Murch 14th,

The Fevple vg, Jehn Harrngton and
David R. Musgelmann; Monday at 10
a. m., set for arralgonment,

The People vs. Hunnah Brightmore;
grand larceny; trial before a fury; ver-
dict of gulilty; sentence fixed for Mon-
day, Febroary 28th, und bail 1ncreased
to $1,U60.

The People vs.L. Hansen and A.
Jensen; ussunlt and battery; defend-
ants plead wot gullty; case set for
Monduy, Feb. 28,

A. C, Mcuchamn vs. Johe W. Meach-
am; trial before Court; submitted and
taken under advisement,

Court adjourned to 10 8. m, on Mon-
day, the 28ik,

To be Sure.—Deputy Wm. Thomp-
son, Jr., who shot asd killed Edward
M. Dalton, at Parowan, lust December,
hes commenced sujt aguinst the
Drserer Newa Company for the sum
of 325,000, that being the size of the
plaster that he deems will be sboot

adequate to cover the damage
Lo uis reputation. The pepers
were flled ycsterdiy. The com-

lainant is represented by assistunt
fosecuting Attoroey (. 8. Varlan, the
gentleman who Wwis 850 dehght.fully
unanimons with Thompson’s aitorney
when he wus tried at RBeaver. This

the capacity of prosecutor, however.
This is the same TLompson who was
discharzed by his superior officer—U.
S. Marshal Dyer—shortly after the
killiug on the ;.iround that, the offense
with which Dalton was charged being a
misdemeanor, **he had no right to
shoot.” The ground tsken for the
cowplalnt consists of portlons of o
series of articles that appeared in the
NEws in which Thompson and the
bloody deed were commented upown.
We.shall see what we shall see.

JorN C. GraY, under sentence for a
violation of the Edmunds law, was
down from the penitentiary to-day, on
some business wihich made his pres-:
ence in the city mecessary,

t

time he wili not ¢champion hie cause in | f,

H. H. EVANS ARRKSTED.

| 1K 15 BROUGHT BEFORE COMMISSION KR+
NCEAY.

About ¢ o’clock this morning Pepu-
ties Greenman, Pratt, Busn, Franks)
{ Thompson und others made a raid ou,
the Sixth Wurd, [Hyrom H. Evaus was,
| errested on a charge of unlawiul o
babitation, made by Deputy Yraoks,
and alleging tbat he bad lved with;
Etiie 'Evans esnd Ada Evapns us hig

wires trom March 1st, 1884, t¢
February 1Ist, 1887, After the wars
ragt had been served on  Mr

Evans, and his wife and little daughtei
subpanued, the depuiies inauguratec
u gearch tor the alieged piurni wife,
‘whom they insisted was in the immed:-
iate neighbortood. They drew from
toheir pockets a suflicient number of)
' candles to snit their purpose,. and by
the light thus afforded exawmined every
apartwéent and corner in the house, uz
well a8 ali the out-buildings, but to n¢
purpuse. A numbper of witnessee
were lhen subpmoued from the,
nelghborhood, apd the accused)
was taken before Commissiopet’
MeKay, at 10a.m, The Commissiones
fixed the preliminary examination for
this afternoon, tod Mr, Kvans was res
leased ou $1,600 buil pepding the result,
A, G. Giaugue and Q. A. Woolley belug
sureties. ;

This afternoon Mr. Evans stated that
be desired to walve examinution, Mr,
Dickson replied that i be would ad-
mit the facts charged he would permit
1t; otoerwise he would not. i

Mr. Movle suid the defendont would
admit having two wives, Henrletis and
1da Roshton Evane, snd that he bhad
lived with them during the past three
yeurs. . .

The defendant was held In $1,600 ball,
to awalt the action ot the grand jury.

FIRST DISTRICT COURT.

Provo, Feh. %4,

The g'randjur{ was completed last
nicht at 4 p.m. W. H, Lieter, {brem:n,
Lewellyn Thomass apd H. N, Greew
completed the number, |

A commitment was ordered in the
case of the United Btates va. R. Cy
Kirkwood; unlewial cohabitation. -

McCr{,sml & Co. v8. Bimmonsy dis.
miseed by consent.

The Judge charged the grand jury,
giving abgut the followipg construc<’
tion to ‘*untawful cohabltetion:'’ It is
to be construed to be an apparent re-
lation ot polygamy, whether he hes fn-
tercourse or lives in the same house;
not a8 u real fact betwueen the parties

but the uppeurance of that rela. -
tlon. You are to determiug
whetier the plural  imerriage

relution has been made in the past..
Icommend the third section of the Bd-
munds act to your considerution. Thuy
is the Inw of the country and must be
enforced. Hoaest, actual religions be=
llef is no defense. It is no defense to
wurder, to arson or to poelygamy; it is
part of the universal lazw of the coun-
try and must be enforced. i

The prosecution were not ready for
trinl this morning jo the case of tone,
People vs, Hank Robinson, waiting
return of sobpenas, 80 postponed.

Mads Peterson pleaded guiity to a.
charge of battery, and upon the stote-
ment of Mr. Read,of Manoti, and a
petition from the citizeus, both 1o th
effect that it was o trifllng cause, wnd
that lie bad already served two months
in Jail, the court suspended sentence.
The detendant went out of court a
happier man.

Messrs, Hoge and Dusenberry, on
the part of the defendant, moved sus—
pension of sentence in the Pearson’
chse, accompanoying the motion by
nomercus petitions to the same ef-
uet,

The Conrt took the matter under ad-:
visement till to-morrow morning.

JAMES C. WATSON AGAIN
ARRESTED.

HE I8 CHARGED WITH YIOLATING THE
EDMUNDS LAW.

About & o'clock this morning James
C. Watson was, for the second time:
since his release Irom the penitentjury
for llvine with his wives, arreated on
the charre of nnlawful cohabitation.
He was on the street engaged in his
duties as nightwatchman, at the time
the warrant wa, served. Im-
mediately afterwdrd a post of




