ailways being built in Mexice,
those mentioned in the fore.
t are subeidized by the

other I'
but only
going 3003;111
nmedt.
E°Xe,;other thing of which Mexicanes
arequite a8 proud as of .thelr railway
building, is the heroic manner in
which the government hns met and
overcome the influeuce of the Catho-
li¢ Church. By a number of move
ments o vering th9 years from 1857 to
1873, & truly ‘praisewortby evolution
was carried forward in the Republic in
ect under the inspiration in

i 8
;]:;:,t r;aﬁ of Benito Pablo Juarez,  full
blooded Indiad. .

e commencement o © move-
m;:ltttfgr independence under the pres-
el constitutiod: the Qathelic church

es

Wwas o m; and the ecclesiastioal trib-
“anale oxercised the right of Interfer-
ence Wwith tbe administration of jus-
tice. The janded property of the
ghurch amounted to about one-hair of
all the real estate 10 Mexico, and the
country Was fairly “‘enthralled in fet-
ters aod darkness,” .

DUnder the recognition of the United
States President Junrez wes enabled,
e 186’1, to carry ioto eﬁect an act
abolishing the church tribunals, and
con flscating the land of the church to
the service of the State, But the lat-
ter movement Was oot accomplished
without inCUrring the displeasure of
England, Spain and France. whose
armies were g't once put in actl_ou to
maintain the rigbts of their citizens.
Involved in her civil war, the protest
of the United Siates could oot induce
the withdrawal of the French troops,
but Epglan and Bpain received a set-
tlement, A0U called off their forces. It
[ gut that the reparation of the

wrongs of Bi# subjects, was only a pre.
text under which Napoleon IIT wished
to establish in Mexico a hereditary
monarchial goverument under a Ro-
man atholic emperor. Archduke
Maximilian Of Austria accepted the
crown, but was defeated and shot in
1857 t;y the Republican party voder
Juarez, With the exception of slight
interval disuenslons during thq nine
b succeeding _the execulion of
Maximilian, the eivll authority has
been supreme in Mexico, and Cath-
olicism and militancy alike have been
relegnted to the background,

with the readiness to

But ““’f,'n, there runs in the Mexi-
a childlike simplicity

ness to resort to expeé]ients,
gsuring to the well-wishes

i All this, however,
potwithstanding, one
canpot but 8€@ that the institutions of

exlco do not rest for stability on a
“paper?’ constitution; but the history
of herstruggles for independence, and
the heroic efforts to hold the BState
the church, show their
be laid deee) down in the

and a pron®
not at all rea
of the Republlc.
w0 the contrary

here today simply indicates the pres-
ent status of & eople in the process of
a studied evelution from savagery to
civilization. At the rate of progress
made in the last fifteen yeare, three
decades will place Mexico with her
friendly relmtions with the United
States, her unbounded resources, anu
the susceptibility of her people to im-
provement, in the front rank of the
great powers of the earth. The nat-
wral trend of her commerce is toward
the north, fer she needs our machioery

tablished reiigion of Mexico |

New Mexico.
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MORVON BETTLEMENTS I§ MEXICO ~AITIf THE 10 3
i MEX ) ADS, RITERS, BPIRINGS wN
MINKES, AND THE LINE OF THE RAILEOAD NOW BEING CONSTLUCIED. T
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