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but usurped the seats of men entitled
to them we wish to express our
opinion however as to the popular
estimation of col merritt asaa a city
official we believe that generally
speakingpeaking the people are fairly satisfied

with his course and the resolutionreeo lution is
therefore more an exhibit of the public
position thenthan afpf thetha council and
although we have occasionally given
him a more or lesslees vigorous overhaul-
ing nevertheless we share withwhat we
regard asaa the general view on the sub-
ject

once in a while col merritt while
acting in an official capacity has
blurted out an expression which savor
edad of sarcastic wit in the session of
the council held on the of march
the subject of the agreement between
the city and county regarding the
transfer to the latter of one half of
washington square on which it tois
pretended the joint building is to be
erected being under discussion mr
lynn made the following inquiry

for information I1 will inquire of the
city attorney if it would not be possible
under suchnoh a contract torfor the city and
county separately or jointly to dispose
of their respective portions of the square
for any purposepurpose that they might deem
proper

the manner in which the city at-
torneystornesstor 99 legal advice regarding the sale
of pioneer square had been treated
and the action of the council in dis-
posing of the property of the people
were evidently floating like dark clouds
in the colonelColo nePaIs brain hence the re
freshing reply jnin the fowe of recent

anything seemsseem possible in
this dimcity airw sv

this waswaa a telling truth pungently
expressed it receives a striking veri-
ficationfi in the passage by the council
of a resolution of appreciation of able
aandud1 imimpartial public services which
they treated with unmitigated con-
tempt

OLD AW NEW advertising
ACCORDING to the hamhemhamstrungstrung dog-

gerel of the poet men are wise who
advertise in every generation butbu
there was a generation when men
could not advertiseat least in news-
papers there were none to advertise
in it is probable that a form of adver-
tising existed even in ancient egypt
and if one were in the mood for diving
among dusty records the fact might
be established that the modernmodem ffullu 11

page ad IJ tois only the child of the
ancient temple inscription

the english language is oursour and
we will not go beyond it in tracking
the history of advertising in london
was published a paper called the
Hero wAe PoN the firstbrit adver-
tisementti ever printed in the english

language was in that journal in janu-
ary 1662 itt occupied but one inch spaceapace
however the novelty and the useful
neeson it at once struck the business
eye especially soBO the sharp and sleep
lessleas one promfrom this date advertising
became an established department of
the newspaper

about this time tea began to be used
as a beverage in england the
cuscue Merw rius of sept 80 1658 contains
one whole column of an advertisement
relating to the medicinal virtues of tea
that excellent and by all physicians

approved china drink called by the
Chi and by other nations
tay oroteatea 31 this was the biggest

advertisement printed up to that date
it boomed the bargains I1io0 tea at 24
per pound

in 1660 the english newspapers be-
gan to advertise the sale of slaves and
slave auctions in 1662 the art
had so far advanced that adde
began to take the form of reading
matter and were inserted as news
this new development gave employ-
ment to the brightest of the literary
lights of the time the warner safe
business is nothing new over
years ago the stolid was bun
coed into reading an advertisement as
tois the volatile yankee of today

it had become a science in the days
of dr johnsonJob the burly doctor
after reading a pill advertisement
which he mistook for a new revelation
in science by which old age and its
infirmities were to be set at naught
called on goldsmith andd both walked
down fleet the east end
of london for a supply of pills when
johnson found that hebe was as the
yankee would say played for a
sucker he delivered himself of the
following

the man who first took advantage of
the general curiosity that was excited by
a siege or battle to betray the reader of
news into a knowledge of the shop where
the beat puffs and powders or pills are
sold was undoubtedly a man of great
sagacity and professional skill in the na-
ture of maninan 11

the famous dick steelebreele got into the
newspaper business in london in the
early days of the eighteenth century
he established a journal entitled the

and in order to advertise hisbis
paper he published on march TS 1709
the following item

any ladies who have any particular
stories of their acquaintances which they
are willing privately to make public may
send them by the penny post to iaacicaco
bickerstaff esqesl enclosed to mr john

near stationeryStationersersHallhall 11

of course before a week the testier
waswaa the talk ofef the town and it be-
came the fashion in literature it was
unquestionably a journal of merit
and even today it makes interesting
reading

there was then in england a well
known astrologer and almanac maker
maker named john partridge steele
endeavored in vain to get an ad for
his paper from the shrewd partridge
steele was a native of ireland and he
was resolved that aana english astrologer
and soothsayer should not get the best
of him in an issue of bis aper breele
announced solemnly the death of john
partridge the almanac man partridge
presented himself in person before
steele to demand a denial of the death
steele got him to write the denial and
then charged him advertising rates for
printing it in future the old star
gazer became a liberal advertiser

on july 12 1711 a stamp tax of one
conkcent was levied on every paper printed
in britain this caused all the grub
street papers to suspend except two

onin april 22 1712 a tax of 12 pence
or 25 cents was levied on every ad-
vertisementverti this caused honest trade
notices toktodisappear and patent medi-
cines and lotteries and other swindles
to put in an appearance as advertisers
it was to advertising the south sea
bubble owed all its success in time
the ad 1 1 tax was abolished and was
never afterwards resumed

in 1722 an advertisements in
a london paper ahiah attracted great
notice it read as follows

challenge 1I elizabeth wilkinson of
Cler kenwell having had some words
with hannah hyfield and requiring sat-
isfactionlaWis tion do invite her to meet me upon
he stageat age and box for three guineas each
woman holding a half crown in each
hand and the first woman who drops
the money to lose the battle

answer 1I hannah hyfield of new
gate market hearing of the resoluteness
of elizabeth wilkinsonnaon will not fail
god willing to give her more blows than
words deodesiringiring home blows and from
her no favor she may expect a good
thumping

the match it lais said took place but
the newspapers in thosethese days had no
prize fighting department in their sun-
day

bun-
day issues and posterity must look in
vavainin for the victor in this amazonian
contest it is clear that the principle
of fair play existed then among brit-
ons and they bad also their marquis of
queensbury the reason for holding
the half crown in the flatfist was to pre-
vent scratching if the woman opened
the hand the coin would fall and she
would lose the battle

advertising in our time is one of the
fine arts it isil estimated that in chi-
cago alone is spent annually in
that department and as to the ad
reading notice how would the old doc-
tor johnson feel after reading one of
the latest in the pill potion and political
line it is possible that to advertis-
ing treethree fourths of the united states
newspapers owe an existence and
probably to pills and potions one halthalf
of them


