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IN pwhiimiifor the D NEWS

TWENTY YEARS AGO

written bvby request of mrs bathsheba smith
and dedicated to mrs margaret T smoot

beneath the mountains1 brownd with snows
aitrawitra ture prospects rife

the desert blossoms as the rose
andand teams with joyous ilfelife T

roll back the curtain of the past
where times swift changes hawflaw

and take a retrospective cast i

of twenty years ago

tl a thenthan was but a wild retreat
where nature had no charms i
bybi all but savage aeetifeet

i

in most degraded forms f r

all a waste a barren sodeod
rapartA part of mexico

unsought by man of god
till twenty years ago 1

in summers sunshine crickets here I1 ii

and snakes their rights
and oer the winters bleak and drear

cold desolation reirelrelandguydguld
let lailfall tho curtain look and see I1

the present bright tableau
contrasted with the scenery

of twenty years ago

weve brava the deserts trailtracklessas wilds
weve tested untried soil

and here a rich abundance smiles
toiro compensate our toll

frfromornoth bondage and free
with friendships social flow f

i

we meet and chat with merry glee
of twenty years agoagg

i 1

the earth its richest gifts bestowbestowsbestowsst
and plenty smiles around I1 t

A sea of life among us flows i

with love and beauty browndcrownd
thanks be to god the holy one

from whom ailall blessings flow i

for what achlen emonts we have won
since twenty years ago j
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DISCOURSEDISCO
by president D arH weltswells detideliveredvered inira methe
bobergawerscwensers great saltsaro lake city joneso iwa

1
REPORTED BY DAVID W EVANS

1

i 11

t I11 have been pleased whilst listeninglisten ilig
to the trefre remarksmarks of br eldredge the
recital of his reasons for receiving the
neiprinciplesnelplespies of the gospel forcibly re-
minded me of the days of joseph and
of the effect which those principles had
on my mind as I1 heard them proclaim-
ed

m
by the servant of the lord many

of the principles which helie taught were
in the world they were not new yet it
seemed as though they had never beenbien
thought of comprehended or under-
stood by the children of men at least
they had not been bby me I1I1 did not
know anything about godgoa my heavenly
father nor the connection which ex-
isted between him andalid the children of
men t nor the object he had in view in
sending them through this earthly pro-
bation until I1 learned it from the pro-
phet and I1 apprehend that this is to a
very great extent the case with the
world todayto day I1 had no more confidence
in joseph smith being a prophet or in
hisbis knowing anything about religion
than I1 have now in a juggler or a wan-
dering mountebank I1 knew nothing
at all about joseph except what I1 had
heard from his enemies or read in the
papers

itlt was not very far only two or three
counties from where I1 was born in thestate of new york that this work ibok
its rise I1 had frequently heard through
the religious papers of the miracles thathad been performed by the I1 mormonscormonsMormons
and I1 supposed the whole affair was a
great humbughum bug that the mormonscormonsMormons
were fanatics andanu very bad people thedaysdaosofof my youth were days ofreligious
excitement w the days of revivals which
so pervaded that section of country at
that time andaud I1 can well apprehend
the effect these things must have had
on the mind of joseph he was a young
man I1 was but a boy and I1 know how
those revivals affected younyoung minds inthe neighborhood in which I1 livedsome of those preachers would holdtheir protracted meetings for days and
weeks and sometimes for a month one
meeting after another every day andevery evening getting around theyoung with their influences and con-
centratingcentrating their prayers perhaps onu a
single individual and praying fofor no
other until he would say he had got11 re-
ligion and was converted suffice it to

Ssaysas that iI1 diswaswas ananddlihdid not believe in anhof it andres fed
my chance saso far aias religion was con-
cerned on trying to hodo that which was
right as near as I1 could and running
the risk

in this frame of mind I1 was intro-
duced to joseph smith by sidney rig-
dondoni who remarked at the time that
he was the man who was talked about
so6 much he was a ninefine looking man
he did not say much to me nor I1 to
him time passed along and for years
after I1 was occasionally thrown into
his society and frequently heard him
speak and though IL1 did not at first be-
lieve that he was inspired or that he
was more than a man of great natural
ability I1 soon learned that he know
more about religion and the things of
god and eternity than any man I1 had
ever heard talk I1 read the book of
mormon and the book of doctrine and
covenants without their having any
particular effect onou my mind JI1 did
not get the principles from either ofoti
these sources but I1 obtained them from
joseph and it seemed to me that he
advanced principles that neither he nor
any other manmau could have obtained ex-
cept from the source of ailallallsil wisdom the
lord himself I1 soon discovered that
he was not what the world termed a
well read or an educated man then
where could behe have got this knowledge
and understanding that so far surpassed
all I11 had ever witnessed unless it had
come from heaven it commended it
seifself to my understanding andancl my sober
judgment and although I1 admitted no-
thing and did not embrace ththee gospel
but stood aloof yet the words anand prin-
ciples which I1 leardheard from him hahad their
effect on my mind

I1 had been a reader of the scriptures
and had learned a great deal by heart
in my youth in the sunday school J
had read a great many relirellreligiousgigus publi-
cationscat ions and had a tolerable idea of what
the sects ofor the day believed with re-
gard to the principles of salvation I1
had investigated and had been raised
accordingto orthodox notions and famylamy
early youth I1 believed in the I1 trinity I1

I1 investigated the principles oftheoni
carians who did notmot believe ina the
trinity 11 and also the doctrines of the

and I1 believed about as
much in universalism atthe time I1 was
introduced to joseph as in any of the
religions of the day if not a little more
hutbut had not united mymyselfelfeif with any
church organization because I1 was not
fully satisfied I1 heard joseph smith
state at one time inba nauvoo that whe-
ther mormonism was wrong
the people were just as well without as
with the ordinances taught and admi-
nisteredered by the sectarianssectaniansarians of the day
that was exactly what I1 thought
though I1 did not comprehend so much
then in relation to the ordinances of the
gospel and those authorized to admi-
nister in them as I1 afterwards learned
and although my understandunderstandinging of
these things may have been of slow
growth yetet I1 can say and feel that it
is aroungroundeded in the truths of heaven for
with the few keys I1 received from the
servants of god I1 obtained corroborat-
ing testimony from the scriptures
which I1 have read from that time until
now with an understanding I1 never had
before and even now whenever I1
search the scriptures I1 find things that
are new to me that I1 never understood
nor comprehended before although I1
have been familiar with them froimyfrom my
youth

when I1 first heard joseph smith en-
unciate the principle of baptism for the
dead and the method of administering
it I1 was astonished that no person had
ever thought of that before it was so
plainly laid down in the scriptures
the principle of acting by proxy was
just as plain to me as the noondaynoon day sun
the moment itwas explained to metate butbul
I1 never thought of it until that time
when I1 heardbeard these principles my heart
leaped for joy and although I1 was not
a praying man I1 prayed inwardly that
whatever else I1 might do I1 might never
be left to deny thetete principles of truth
which the prophet was revealing that
was the inward conviction of my soul
still I1 did not join the church and I1
did not know that I1 ever would I1 was
not fully satisfied some things were
made very manifest to me others I1
could not comprehend heile preached at
funeral sermon once in which the doc-
trine of eternal judgment was dwelt
upon considerably this I1 receivedreceivedandund
many a time in council have I1 heard
him develop principle so plainplainlyy that it
would have been a sin aagainsta1 ast lighthnd
knowledge for me to hghaveave rejected it

thereforetheredore I1 6treasuredeasu red iiit upanfn myownmown
d many a time liehe wouldd

I1go0o right alongniong developing principlee
without ever alluding to the scriptures
while my own knowledge of thena woula
bring passage after passage to my minda
in corroboration of that which1 liehe was
advancing

when he said itift was the privilege of
the latter day saints lobetobellotto be baptized for
their dead I1 remembered the words of
paul else what shall they do which
are baptized for the dead if the dead
rise not at all why are they then
baptized for the dead 2 11 and when
he spoke uuponon the principle of preach-
ing to trlthee spirits in prison it
flashed across my mind as quick as
lightning that the savior did that be-
tween the time of his crucifixion and
resurrection the analogy of the thing
struck me with such force that I1 could
not get itift out of my mind and so
scripture after scripture and testimony
after testimony came to my mind prov-
ing that the principlesrinel ieslea he advanced
were true buthodbut had I1 ever thought of
them or had the christian world for
ages no not until joseph revealed
them the catholics even for praying
for the deliverance of the dead from
purgatory were scouted and ridiculed
yet this principle of administering for
the spirits in prison was unfolded to my
mind and in and of itself was great and
glorious said 1I if they who were dis-
obedient could be administered to by
the savior of the world how much
more reasonable is it to suppose that
they can be administered for who have
not been disobedient but who have died
without A knowledge of the gospel
this seemed reasonable and consistent
to me and the principle was sustained
by the scriptures of divine truth which
I1 had been taught to believe from my
youth up when the apostle used the
expression if the dead rise not thenthea
Tchy are ye baptized for the dealdead 11 lie
was instructing the church at corinth
on the principle of the resurrectionsresurrectresurrectionloniioni
some ofthem apparentlyhaving been em
buedwith the doctrine of the sadducees
who denied the resurrection of the dead
I1 saw the reason and propriety of the
expression I1 never had comprehended
itift before I1 did notnott know god nor his
son jesus christ nor the relationship
that we his children bear to him
that is the condition of the christian
world at the present day they do not
comprehend god themselves their
past nornor their future

these principles hayehate come to us by
revelation through the prophetPropiletliet Josjosephjoseppiepliepil
there may be those here who have not
received these principles it will do no
harm to talk upon that awhile and it
may not harm those who have they
are incontrovertible arguments to
silsllsustainstain them can be adduced jfif neces-
sary but I1 do not think they need it
still it has a tendency to open up the
mind and prepare it to receive those
principles which haye been made manmani-
fest

i
in this our day for the salvation and

exaltation of mankind it showed to mebae
that there was a work to be done and
that the time so longiong talked of for its
accomplishment was hastening on I1
saw that there was a necessity for it
for truly all people seemed to me totd be
blinded concerning the things of god
like the jews at the appearance of the
savior they multiplied words made
long prayers made great pretensions in
religious matters but their hearts were
far from god Tthe fact of some of the
jews denying the resurrection after
hearhearingnL

v the savior and his apostles elu-
cidate it so clearly proves to me that
they were nearly if not quite as agnor
with regard to the things of god as the
christian world at the present day
they read the scriptures without un-
derstandingderstanding they administered in the
ordinances without power and they
changed the ordinances subAlsubstituting one
thing for another inkinchinkinththinkingq the change
would doubtless answer tilethe same pur-
poseose and suit their convenience a littleretterbetter

it was thiisthus that schisms crept into
the church and men began to reason
themselves out of the principles of their
most holy faith as was touched upon
here a short time ago by the president
I1 can see how this parity of reasoning
would carry men off to illustrate for
a moment we say that jesus died for
all mankind that his blood was shed for
everybody but will this save them un-
less they comply with the requirements
of the gospel why no some say
that the doctrine bf one being born to
be saved and of another being born to
be damned would set that aside that
is the extreme view others camecome

along and nayifs ayr menamenemeng salvasalvationtaan dde-
pends

e
upon their dactions whawherere iers the

need of the atonement farfor withtall the
efficacy bt men cannot
be saved without repenting of evil andndrepenting
if they do this they will bee sasaved any
how

this is fallacious reasoning jesus
died that all might live As we read in
in the scriptures As in adam all die
even so in christ shall all be made
alive every son and daughter of
adam may be saved if they will live ac-
cording to the principles of the gospel
salvation is within the reach ofor everyeverlhuman being because the restitution is
as gogoodd as tlethethe fall here is the plat-
form and if men are not saved it is theirthey i

own fault the plan of salvation de-
vised by our father in heaven is amply
lelentsufficient to reach the whole of the hu-
man family he will be justified and
we condemned if we do not receiveelveeive the
principles of the gospel we can receive
or reject them as we please this laIs our I1

privilegelege we can receive the i1

piesplesleslea of the gospel with itsUs virtues and
the attributes of god or we can go on
in the practice of evil until weve go down
to death and destruction if we choose

here comes another man however
who reasons that the virtues and attri-
butes of god are what make god and
that without these attributes he would
not be god hence that the attributes
alone are god do you not see how
fallacious this reasonreasoninginiimi is what is a
principle without being acted uponukonupon it
is no more than the iron in the ore itlilsillsis
inert and dead of what benefit are
arinelprinciplesoes in the abstract iioliohoweverwever good
ththeyey may be they are of no benefit
to humanity unless manifested through
organized intelligence food when ap-
propriated to its natural use imparts
vivigorgor to the system butbilt
it is comparatively worthless the
samegame is true of water and other bevera-
ges they are good to quench thirst if
rightly used otherwise they are of little
value by partaking of the spirit of
god our thirst for knowledge will be
satisfied and it will be within us as a
well of water springing up to eternal
lives but if we partake nut of that
spirit we will sink and our course will
be continually downward hence we
see that in and of itself the attribute
is no more than the iron in the ore to
be beneficial it must be develdoveldevelopedofed by
use if there is a disposition in me to
livelive according to good and true princi-
ples they arbare bound to elevate and exalt
me just the same as the growth of a
child is promoted by proper supplies of
nutritious food whereas if it did not
partake of this food it would starve an
die it is just so in spiritual mat-
ters it Is not in those matters them-
selves but in the individual and the
capacity of the individual who receives
and applies them to his own use and
practices upon them that they are cal-
culated in their nature to elevate and
exalt him

such views as I1 have referred
to do away with god entirely
they do awaaway with the savior and the

i virtue of akeme atonement they are
worse than infidelity they turn
things completely around men ad-
vancing them say if such things had
been so and so other things would hatehave
deen so and so for instance what
would have been the conditionconditions of the
world of mankind if the savior had not
died I1 do not know anything at all
about it it waswaa in the plan devised
in the councils of the gods before manI1was brought forth to inherit the earth
one came with and as a consequence
of the other idoI1 do not know what the
condition of man would have been if
the savior had not died I1 do not sup-
poseose man would have been here if thatthitradeadhad not been part of the arrangement
it is not a supposable case with me I1
take things as they are the lord has
arranged it and if I1 do not like his ar-
rangementrangement it will not make any differ-
ence to him though with mankind
generally it might it is for me to sub-
mit to the arrangement as I1 find it hav-
ing

bav-
ing faith and confidence that it is the
best and the only way for us as the
children of god to walk in that we
may obtain salvationsalvatlon and exaltation in
his kingdom

do you suppose that our heavenly
father would have sent us through this
probation of sin trial misery and death

i if it would have been as well for us to

have stayed in our spiritual state in the
eternal world I1 do not suppose any
such thing but I1 bellebeilebelievebellevee there is a wise
purposepurpose in sending us to pass through
this mortal state antand that was sowellso wellweli
understood by our spirits that they werevere


