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Poetry,
[For the nﬁmm NEWS,
TWES’I‘Y YEARS AGO.

Written by request of Mrs, Bathsheba Smith,
and Dedicated to Mrs, Margaret T, Smoot,

Beneath the mountains erown'd with snows,
With future prospeets rife;
The desert blossoms as the rose,
And teams with joyous life.
Roll back the curtain of the past
Where time’'s swift changes flow,
And take a retrospective cast
Of twenty years ago.

This, then was but a wild retreat,
Where nature had no charms-~
Untrod by all but savage feet,
In most degraded forms.
"Twas all a waste, a barren sod—
A part of Mexico,
Unsought by man—unblest of God
Till twenty years ago,

In summer’s sunshine, crickets here,
And snakes, their rights maintain’'d;
And o’er the winters, bleak and drear,
Cold desolation reign’d.
Let fall ‘the curtain—look and see
The present bright tablean,
Contrasted with the scenery
Of twenty years ago.

We've brav'd the desert’s trackless wilds—
We've tested untried soil,
And here, a rich abundance smiles
To compensate our toil,
From bondage and opression free—
With friendship’s social flow,
We meet and chat with merry glee,
Of twenty years ago.

The earth, its richest gifts, bestows,
And plenty smiles areund-—
A sea of life among us flows,
With love and beauty crown'd.
Thanks be to God, the Holy One,
From whom all blessings flow;
-+ For what achievements we have won,
Sinece twenty years ago. |
E. R.Sxow.
@. 8. L. City, July 24, 1867.
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DISCOURSE

Presidend D, H, Wells, delivered in the
owery, Great Salt Lake City, Jwne 30, 1867,

EE LR e d

.[REPORTED BY DAVID W. EVANS.]

I have been pleased whilst
to the remarks of br. Eldre

THE _DESERET NEWS,

say, that I was disgusted with it, and
did not believe in any of it, and rested
my chance, so far as religion was con-
cerned, on trying to do that which was
right as near as I could, and running
the risk.

In this frame of mind 1 was intre-
duced to Joseph Smith by Sidney Rig-
_|dnn, who remarked, at the time, that

he was the man who was talked about
so much., He was a fine looking man;
he did not say much to me, nor I to
him. Time passed along, and for years
after I was oceasionally thrown into
his society, and frequently heard him
| speak; and, though 1 did not at first be-
lieve that he was inspired or that he
| was more than a man of great natural
ability, I soon learned that he knew
more about religion and the things of
God and eternity than any man 1 had
ever heard talk. 1 read the Book of
Mormon and the Book of Doctrine and
| Covenants without their having any
particular effect -on .my mind. I did
not get the prineiples from either of
these sonrces; but I obtained them from
Joseph; and it seemed to me that he
advanced prineciples that neither he nor
any other man could have obtained ex-
cept from the Source of all wisdom—the
Lord Himself. I soon discovered that
he was not what the world termed a
well read or an educated man; then
where could he have got this knowledge
and understanding, that so far surpassed
all I had ever witnessed, unless it had
come from Heaven? Itcommended it-
self to my understanding and my sober
judgment; and although I admitted no-
thing and did not embrace the gospel,
but stood aloof, yet the words and prin-
ciples which 1 heard from him had
effect on my mind.

I had been a reader of the Seriptures,
and had learned a great deal by heart
in my youth in the Sunday school. [
had read a great many religious publi-
cations, and had a tolerable idea of what
the sects of the day believed with re-

their]

therefore I treasured it up in my own
heart. -_hta.n and ::imn a? me heiwuuid
go right along developin rinciple
without ever alluding t:tab-t‘hose Buli'i ptur%a;
while my own knowledge of them would
bring passage after passage to my mind
in corroboration of that which he was
advancing.

When he said it was the

rivilege of
the Latter-day Saints To be

aptized for

their dead, I remembered the words of

Pdul, ‘“Else what shall they do which
are baptized for the dead, if the dead
rise not at all? why are they then

baptized for the dead?’” and when
he spoke upon the Prineiple of preach-
ing to the spirits in prison, it

flashed across my mind, as quick as
lightning, that the Savior did that be-
tween the time of His crucifixion and
resurrection, The analogy of the thinﬁ
struck me with such force that I coul
not get it out of my mind. And so
scripture after scripture, and testimony
after testimony came to my mind, prov-
ing that the principles he advanced
were true. But had I ever thought of
them, or had the Christian world for
ages? No, not until Joseph revealed
them. The Cathelics, even for prag_in g
om

| for the deliverance of the dead

purgatory, were scouted and ridiculed;
{Et this principle of administering for
he spirits in prison was unfolded to my
mind, and in and of itself was gréat and
glorions. Baid I, if they who were dis-
obedient could be admihistered to b

the Savior of the world, how muc

more reasonable is it to suppose that

they can be administered for who have
not been disobedient, but who have died
without a knowledge of the gospel?
This seemed reasonable and cons t
to me, and the principle was sustained
by the Seriptures of divine truth which
I had been taught to believe from my
yeuth up, When the apostle used the
expression ‘'If the d rise not, then
why are ye baptized for the dead,’”’ he
was instrueting the church at Cerinth

gard to the principles of salvation. I|on the principle of the resurrection,

had investigated and had been raised | someofthemap

accordingto orthodox nutinna‘.

, and inm?r
early youth I believed in the :

‘Trinity.

I investigated the principles of the Uni- | I saw the reason and

eve in the | expression. Ineverh
“Trinity,”” and also the doctrines of the | it
Universalists; and I believed about as | Son Jesus Christ

tarians who did not

much in Universalism atthe time I was
introduced to Joseph, as in any of the

listening | religions of the day, if not a little more;
dge. The | but had not united

myself with any

recital of his reasons for receiving the | chureh organization, because I was not

principles of the gospel, forcibly re-
minded me of the days of Jose hjir and
of the effect which those principles had
on my mind as I heard them proelaim-
ed by the servant of the Lord. Many
of the principles which he taught were
in the world—they were not new, yet it
seemed as though they had never been
thought of, comprehended or under-
8 by the children of men; at least
they had not been by me. did not
know anything abeut my heavenly
Father, nor the connection which ex-

isted between Him-ahd the children of

men, nor the ohject He had in view in
aending them through this earthly pro-
bation, until I learned it from the pro-
phet; and 1 apprehend that this is, to a
very great extent, the case with the
world to-day. I had no more confidence
in Joseph Smith being a prophet, or in
- 'his knowing anything about religion,
than I have now in a juggler or a wan-
dering mountebank. 1 inew nothin
at all about Joseph, except what I ha.g
heard from his enemies, or read in the

paPem_ :
t was not very far—only two or three
counties—from where I was born, in the
State of New York, that this work took
its rise. I had frequently heard through
the religious papers of the miracles that
had been performed by the ‘“Mormons,’’
and I supposed the whole affair was a
great humbug, that the ‘““Mormons”
- were fanatics and very bad people. The
days of my youth were days of religious
excitement—the days of revivals which
so pervaded that section of country at
that time—and I can well apprehend
the effect these things must have had

on the mind of Joseph; he was & young

man, I was but a boy, and I know how
those revivals affected young minds in

the neighborhood in which I lived.

sSome of those preachers would held
their protracted meetings for days and
weeks, and sometimes for a month, one
meeting after another, every day and
every evening, getting around the
young with their influences and eon-
centrating their lprayers, perhaps, on a
single individual and praying for no
other until he would say he had got re-
ligion and was converted. Suffice it to

fully satisfied. I heard Joseph Smith |

| state at one time in Nauuoo that whe-
ther ‘‘Mormonism’’ was ri{llxt.ur wrong,
the people were just as well without as
with the ordinances taught and admi-
nistered by the sectarians of the day.
That was exactly what I thought,
though I did not comprehend so much
then in relation to the ordinances of the
gospel, and those authorized to admi-
nister in them, as I afterwards learned,
And although my understanding of
these things may have been of slow
growth, yet I can say, and feel, that it
| is grounded in the truths of heaven, for
with the few keys I received from the
servants of God, I obtained corroborat-
ing testimony from the Scriptures,
1 which I have read from that time until
now with an understanding I never had
before; and even now, whenever I
l search the Scriptures, I find things that
are new to me, that I never understood
.nor comprehended before, although I
havfhbean familiar with them from my
1 jfﬂ‘l.l .
“When I first heard Joseph Smith en-
unciate the principle of baptism for the
dead and the method of administerin
I it, I was astonished that no person hag
ever thought of that before, it 'was so

lainly laid down in the écripturea.

he princ¢iple of acting by proxy was
just as plain to me as the noon-day sun,
the moment it was explained to me; but
I never thought of it until that time.
When I heard these principles my heart
leaped for joy, and although I was not
a Erﬂ.ying man, I prayed inwardly, that
whatever else I might do, I might never
be left to deny the principles of truth
which the prophet was revealing. That
was the inward conviction of my sounl.
Still I did not join the Church, and I
did not know that I ever would; I was
not fully satisfied. Some things were
made very manifest to me; others I
could not comprehend. He preached a
funeral sermon once in which the doc-
trine of eternal judgment was dwelt
upon considerably; this I received ,and
many a time in Council have I heard
him develop principle so plainly that it
would have been a sin against light and

knowledge for me to have rejected it, |

»

entlyhaving been em-
bued with the doetrine of the Sadducees
‘who denied the resurrection of the dead.
ropriety of the
comprehended
fore; I did not know God, nor His
nor the relationship
that we, His c-hlldren, bear to Him.
That is the condition of the Christian
world at the present day. They do not
comprehend God, themselves, their
past,"nor their future.

These principles have come to us by
revelation through the Prophet Joseph.
There may be those here who have not
received these prinuiglea; it will do no
harm to talk upon that awhile, and it
may not harm those who have. The
are incontrovertible, Arguments
sustain them, can be adduced if neces-
gary, but I do not think they need it.
Still it has a tendency to open up the
mind and prepare it to receive those
Frinciplea which have been made mani-

est in this our day for the salvation and
exaltation of mankind. Itshowed to me
that there was a work to be done, and
that the time, so long talked of for its
accomplishment, was hastening on. 1
saw that there was a necessity for it,
for truly all people seemed to me to be
blinded concerning the things of -God.
Like the Jews at the ap ceof the
savior, they multiplied words, made
long prayers, made great pretensionsin
reli,%iuua matters, but their hearts were
far from God. The fact of some of the
Jews denying the resurrection, after
hearing the Savior and his A stles elu-
cidate it so clearly, proves to me that
they were nearly if not quite as ignor-
with regard to the things of God as the
Cbristian world at the present day.
They read the scriptures without un-
derstanding; they administered in the
orainances without power, and they
changedtheordinances,substitutingone
thing for another, thinking the change
would, doubtless, answer the same pur-

ntsf and suif their convenience a little
er.

It was thus that schisms crept into
the church, and men began to reason
themselves out of the principles of their
most holy faith, as was touched upo
here a short time ago by the President.
I can see how this garity of reasoning
would carry men off. To illustrate for
a moment: We say that Jesus died for
all mankind, that his blood was shed for
everybody; but will this save them un-
less they mmg]y with
of the gospel? Why, no. Some say
that the doetrine of one being born to
be saved and of another being born to
be damned would set that aside. That
1S the extreme view. Others come

the requirements

— - —
along and say, ‘‘If men’s salvation de-
pends upon their actions, where is the

need of the atonement; for with all the
eflicacy of the atonement men cannot
be saved without repenting of evil, and
if they do this they will be saved any-
how.”’

This is fallacious reasoning. Jesus
died that all might live., As we read in
in the scriptures, ‘“As in Adam all die
even so in Christ shall all be made
alive.” Every son and daughter of
Adam may be saved if they will live ac-
cording to the prineciples of the gospel.
Salvation is within the reach of every
human being, because the restitution is
as good as the fall. Here is the plat-
form; and if men arenot saved it is their
own fault. The plan of salvation de-
\vised by our Father in heaven is amEIy
sufficient to reach the whole of the hu-
man family. He will be justified and
we condemned if we do not receive the
principles of the gospel. We can receive
or reject them as we please, this is our
privilege. We can receive the princi-
ples of the gospel with its virtues and
the attributes of God; or we can go on
in the practice of evil until we go down
to death and destruction, if we choose.

Here comes another man, however,
who reasons that the virtues and attri-
butes of God are what make God, and
that without these attributes He would
not be God; hence, that the attributes
alone are God. Do you not see how
fallacious this reasoning is? What is a

rinciple without being acted upon? It
8 no more than the iron in the ore, it is
inert .and dead. Of what benefit are
prineiples in the abstract, however good
they may be? They are of no benefit
to humanity unless manifested through
organized intelligence. Food when ap-
iited to its natural use imparts

ropr
gfgm‘ to the system, but unappropriated
it is comparatively worthless. The
same is true of water and other bevera-
ges; they are good to quench thirst if
ri ﬁtly used, otherwise they are of little
wvalue. By Emrtaking of the BSpirit of
God, our thirst for knowledge will be
satisfied, and it will be within us asa
well of water springing up to eternal
lives. But if we partake not of that
Bpirit we will sink, and our course will
be continually downward. Hence we

|

see, that in and of itself, the attribute

is no more than the iron in the ore; to
be beneficial it must be developed by
use, Ifthere is a disposition in me to
live aecording to good and true princi-
ples they are bound to elevate and exalt
me, just the same as the growth ofa
child is promoted by proper supplies of

nutritious food; whereas, if it did nof
e of this food it would gtarve ani
je. It is just so in spiritual mat

ters. Itis notin those matters them-
selves, but in the individual and the
capacity of the individual who receives
and applies them to his own use, and
practices upon them, that they are cal-
culated in their nature toelevate and
exalt him.

Such views as I have referred
to« do away with God entirely;
they do away with the SBavior and the
virtue of atonement. They are
worse than infidelity., They turn
things completely around. en ad-
vancing them say if such things had
been so and so, other things would have
deen so and so. For instance, ‘‘What
would have been the conditions of the
world of mankind if the Savior had not
died?” I do not know anything at all
about it. It was in the plan devised
in the councils of the Gods, before man
was brought forth to inherit the earth.
One came with, and as a consequence
of, the other, I do not know what the
condition of man would have beenif
the Savior had not died. I do not sup-

—

Ense man would have been here if thal _

ad not been part of the arrangemeni.
It is not a supposable case with me, ]
take thin%a as they are. The Lord has
arranged it, and if I do not like Hisar-
rangement it will not make any differ-
ence to Him, though with mankind,
generally, it might. It isfor me to sub-
mit to the arrangement as I find it, hav-
ing faith and confidence that it is the
best, and the only way for us, as the
children of God, to walk in, that we
may obtain salvation and exaltation 1n
His kingdom.

Do - you suppose that our heavenly
Father would have sent us through this
Frnbatinn of sin, trial, misery and death,

fit would have been as well for us 0
have stayed in our spiritual state in the
eternal world? I do not suppose any
such thing; but I believe there is a wise
‘purpose in sending us to pass through
'this mortal state, and that was so well
‘understood by our spirits that they were




