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propprophetbe elder and sontsaint ofor godgoa and to
allailliii11 thith i inhabitants orif tiotletietio oarthearth llekeile yeve aioaloalso
ready thadthat is what it sayshays to all men
itif you have anything to do anantworkvvo rk to
perform that is of consequence to yourself
or friends living or dead do it

Is there auyany sorrow or inomourning in my
heartbeart with renireppard to the departure ofof
brother benson I1 would rather follow a
thousand apostles and prophets to the grave
and see thor lifeless remains deposited in
the dark and silent tomb than see one inanman
who has tasted the good word of god and
the powers of thothe world to come make
shipwreck of his faith lose illsliis crown and
go to perdition I1 have hadllad inora sorrow
in seeing men with whom I1 have traveled
and preached the gospel turn from thetho
truth commit wickedness and lose their
standing in the church than over all thetiie
faithful latter day saints I1 have seen laid
in the tomb when I1 seeseo a man dehait
who like brother benson has been over
willing to go andaud come anzandand do the bidding
of those over him I1 look forward with
ireatgreat joy to his reward inoito is the first
man iuin the quorum of the twelve who for
the last forty years has had the privilege of
dying a1 natural deathdepth for most of the
apostles who ever in thothe flesh
have died as martyrs we have had two in
our quorum who have died thus besides
our prophet and patriarch true they will
ioctive a martylmarlyismartyisIs crown so will all men
who are true and faithful unto death and
lay down their lives for the work of god
and the tetestimony of jesus christ

brother benson has died among hisbis
friend she had not been in pain or suffering
or endured a lingering sickness thank god
he died in the harness and has gone home
to receive his reward during the time he
has been a member of the church he has
been on many missions I1 will hero re-
mark without entering into details that
at the time the saints were driven from
illinois to this land he was called upon
and sent eastcast as one of the agents of the
church to prove the eastern country our
puritan fathers and friends in new eng-
land after we had been driven from our
homes countrycountr and thetho graves of parentsbarents
wives and children to see if they would
stretch out their hand to assist us while in
the wilderness hohi labored faithfully on
thattha mission visiting boston and other
leading new england cities calling for
contributions to0 o help the poor the widow
and the father ess who were in a measure
in a state of starvation in thothe wilderness
after having been driven from their homes
in the midst of an inclement winter ibeI1 be-
lieve he got fifty dollars if he had gone
into missouri arldand ssplitplit rails by the day I1
guess hohe would have made considerable
more money in the same limetimeime but never
mindmindl helashe waswag faithful on his mission and
zeturnedreturned faithful and continued so from
houhe commencement of his career as a latter day saint until the day of his death
I11 rejoice in this and it is a consolation to
his fafamilynilly and to all israel to know
that he has been true and faithful to
his calling when I1 contemplate and rea-
lize that the little time spent here in this
mortal lifeilfe will fix and mould our destiny
for all the endless ages of eternity I1 try to
realize what manner otmenot men we allail ought
to be

I1 have traveled a good deal with brother
benson and have been acquainted with
him as you have a good many years past
and I1 can bear this testimony of him hohe
has always been ready and willing to 14
bor in either temporal or spiritual things
here on this roadtoad he labored faithfully
during the past year in building a hun-
dred miles of the railroad behe and those
associated with him finished theirjobiob with
punctuality all these things show the
untiring industry and perseverance of the
man

this is the way with all of us we are
all called to labor in temporal and spiritual
thinethings in building tlup thetho kingdom of god
in theset eso last days weve have to preach the
gospel to the children of men we havehavo to
warn the nations of the earth wowe have
been called to do this this is the command
of god to the elders of israel in obedience
to this they shoulder their knapsacks and
without purse or scrip travel the world
over to declare to the children of men the
words of life and salvation in doing this
they swim rivers wade swamps and ederi
dure much toil and privation during tilethe
last thirty seven years ofayofmy life I1 hayeha e tra-
veled one hundred thousand milesmilismiles inin
obedience to this command it will be wellwelI1
with all men who are faithful in the per-
formanceformance of these duties brother benson
never performed a mission or any otherduty but what he will rejoice over forever
and so it will be with us all the reward
of the faithful will amply repay them for
all thetho labors they ever performed or for
the privations they have endured no la-
bor we have ever donodone that has helped to
pronpromotelotefote the happiness and well being of
our fellel will go bro-
ther benson todayto day instead of being with
his family in logan that is in the flesh he
may be with them in spirit is privileged
to mingle with his brethren who have
gone before joseph hyrum david par-
ley

par-
lay heber and the prophets and apostles
of formerfarmer days heife is mingling with
them they have finished their work in
the flesh so has hebe he hasteenhasbeen suddenly
called away from his labors1 but hhhil works
will follow him

I1 wish to speak to my friend a little
wwithith regard to the position which we occu-
py usas iderseldersuk of isael and as the church andkingdokingdomui ofofed0 d uponunon the earth iveelI1 neelfeel linim

pressed to do so I1 do not know that I1 wish
to say a great deal more with regard to
brother benson his labors are before us
and the world and they are before god and
angels I1 am satisfied with them and I1 do
not know who is not who was acquainted
with him I1 wish now to sayaay something
with regard to the organization of this
church and thetile positionaedoccupied by joseph
smith eideremer benson and the aal astles and
priesthood of this church

wowe are living in a very important age an
age in which preparations are making for
the second coming of the messiah to reign
a thousand years upon the nisuis
saints the scriptures of the old and newnow
testament will neverdever be fulfuifulfilled until this
comes to paspass an angel of god the revebeve

i lator john informs us was to fly through
thothe midst of heaven having the everlastingI1 ng
gospel to preach to them that dwell on the
earth to every nation kindred tongue
and peopoopeoplele saying with a loud voice pearfeargod and give glory to him for the hour of
hisills judgment is come and worship him
whoiwho made the heaven the earth the seas
and thotile fountains of water 11 you may
take up isaiah and all the prophets and
you will find that they refer to this I1latteriatterater
clayday dispensation whonwhen the kingdom ofgod should bobe established on the earth
there never was a prophet from adam
down whose records we have but had his
eye upon this great dispensation of the last
days when the lord created the earth heplaced men upon it and though the power
of sitisin has entered it it has not been left by
the lord to gogo at random in adam mlall
fell or died butblit in christ the apostle says
all are made alive our worthy fresopresidentt
has often said I1 when speaking uuponPon the
prevalence in this world that one of
the greatest honors and blessings ever con-
ferred on the sonssobs of men was to come and
dwell in the flesh in a sinful world like this
amid the power of evil temptation and

j darkness that they might have tiletiie
lege of overcoming them and of inheriting
eternal life whichthich Is the greatestgrea teat gift ofgod all the prophets have foreseen the
establishment of the kingdom21 of god in the
lastast days they have seensoen zion pass through

all her travail and persecution to her final
triumph when she possessed great glory
power and dominion upon the landlaud of
joseph daniel saw the kingdom of god
which he likens to a little stone cut out of
the mountains without handsbands which grow
and increased in size until it filled the whole
earth daniel said this kingdom was to be
an everlasting kingdom

well brethrenethranbr indand sisterssisters you and I1
have lived to see the dawn of the great ddayav
thus referred to by the prophets in which
the god of heaven has set his hand for the
last time to establish his kingdom upon
the earth aingdon1 not to be overthrown
but to remain until sin satan and thethe
power of thothe devil are banished from the
face thereof guddd until as the prophets have
said the kingdomskirt domsdams of this world shall be-
come the kingdoms of our god and lilshis

I1 I1christ
this dayclay we havohave lived to see this taber

nacle I1 this congregation and the multitudes
through thothe valleys ofor the mountains are
the fruits of this work how did it com-
mence it commenced by an angel of god
flying throughroughth the midst of heaven and
visiting a young man named joseph smith
in the yearyear 1827 that waswaa the time of a
great awakening among the sectarianssectarians of
the day a day of revivals and protracted
meetings when the people were callea upon
to join themselves to the sectarian churches
this young man looked around amid the
the conconfusionfasion among thothe different sects
each proclaiming the plan of salvation dif-
ferentlyferently and each claimingltit was right and
that all others were wrong in thetho midst of
this contention liehe did not know which to
join while in this statetate of uncertainty he
turnedburned to thothe bible and there saw that pas-
sage in thethi epistle of james which directs
blibithim that lacks wisdom to ask of god hewent into his secret chamber and asked tilethe
lord what he must do to bobe savedpaved I1 J hebe
lord heard hlhiss prayer and sent his angel to
him who ininformedinTormedformed him tha all the sectsfleets

i were wrong and of heaven was
aboutlabont to establish illshis work upon the earth

ii this adiger quoted many of the prophecies
I1 of isaiah and jeremiah and told this
i young man that they verewere about to be ful-
filled amongmhoabotho nations of the earth and

I1 he also told himeim that if hebe would listen and
render obedience to the commands of god

I1 liehe should be an instrument in the handsbands of
the lord in establishing illshis kingdoma upon
tthee earth

these visits were repeated from time to
time duichdulehduningduring which joseph received revela-
tiont 1on and much instruction in the thinsthinthingss ofgod hohe taught some of these things to
his batherfather and some ofor his brothers and a
few others but he had no authority to
preach or administer in the ordinances of
tivothe house of god why because 8ass ththe0prophet has said no man this
honor unto himself except hahe bobe called ofgod as was aaron no man in any gener-
ation has ever had authority to pre ich the
gospel of jesus christ unlessunies hebe was calledby may read thothe history
of all the prophets and apostles from the
creation down and they have all receivereceiveded
the holy priesthood under the hands of god
0orr angels or under the bandshands ofor meninon who
have held this authority it waswag so with
joseph smith he could not find anybody
who possessed this authority and he calleduponpon the lord to know what to do and thelord entsent john the baptist who was be
headed for his religion john held
thetha aaronie priesthood and he came I1

I1

and ordained josephjosoph smith to the samesamo
priesthood thisibis gavesave him power to ad-
ministerministerter jnin some of the ordinances of tilethe
gospel of carm he could baptize for thetile
remission of sins but could not lay on
hands for the gift of thetxie holy ghost the
lord afterwards sent peter james and
john who held the keys of the kingdom in
ththeirir day and generation upon the earth
and they ordained him an apostle I1 and
sealed upon his head every key power and
blessing and all the authority which they
exercised in their day

this is the origin of the nutautauthorityhoritybority of the I1

the latlattererdayer day saints and from that day
until the present the little stone cut out of
the mountain has been growlgrowingng the
churchcharch was organized on the athth of april
1830 with six members and the elders im-
mediately went forth one here and another
there bearing testimony and preaching the
doctrines the angel made known to joseph
and some few out of many have received
and obeyed the same this gospel is the
the same as that taught by the ancient
apostles namely faithlailalwalthinthinolnoin the lord jesus
christ repentance of sin baptism for the
remission of sin then the laying on of
hands for the reception of thothe holy ghost
these were the doctrines taught b the
ancient apostles and the signs that followed
believers anciently follow them in our day
said jesus when sending his apostles
forth to preach

go yo into all the world and preach the gos-
pel to every creature

he that bellevbelleveetlietilititil and 1li baptized shall be
saved ant be that bellebeilebelleteteyeth notnut shallshail be
damned

and these signs shall ollow them that be-
lieve in my name they shall cast outoat devildevji
they hailhalighailball speak with new tonguedtongueebfc

aheyaneythey snailshall take up serpentslerier pent and if they
drink any deadly thing it shall not hurt them
they shall lay hands on the sick and they shall
recover

allAH these gifts and graces were promised
by joseph and the early elders of the
church just the same as by the ancient
apostles and this is the testimony that
every elder has borne from that day until
the present has the lord backed up this
testimony he has all of the twelve
who have labored abroad and we havehavo been
doing so more or less thirty or forty years
traveling hundreds of thousands of miles
have made this declaration I1 have preachedpreacEed
to millions of my fellow men in my own
ardand other countries and I1 and the other
apostles as well as hundreds of eldersciders of
this church and kingdom have all made
thetho same proclamation to kings princes
presidents and rulers and to the inhabit-
ants of the earth wherever we have gone as
far as wowe have had an opportunity and have
had the privilege of opening our mouths
we have borne tilethe same testimony to0 all
namely that all who would receive our
testimony and obey the gospel should re-
ceive the holy ghost would we have
dared to go forth and bear this testimony if
wowe had not known this was the work of
god hono there is not a man on the face of
the earth who dare do it under any other
circumstancesfor his hypocrisy and decep-
tion would soon have been apparent the
very first man that received his testimony
would have proved it could we have
gathered our hundreds of thousands from
the nations of thetho earthieearth if we had been do-
ce

de-
ceiversce and had preached false doctrines
Asaa the apostle sasaysys butut though we or an
angel from heaven preach any other gospel
unto you than that which wenavehave preached
unto you let him be accursed no we
should have had no success we might have
preachpreachedbelbol false doctrines until wowewere gragreyator as old as aleh but if we hadbad we
should never have seen utah this tabernataberna-
clecleoror these valleys of the mountains but
the lord backed up our testimony and
tens ofthousands throughout this territoryTerri
and in the world who receivedtozit
can bear record that they have re-
ceived the holy ghost andadd thetho revelations
of jesus christanaChristand that the gifts and graces
of the gospel have followed them

this church is organized exactly as it
was anciently with apostles prophets
pastors teachers gifts helps and govern-
ments are all apostles or are all pro-
phets do all have the gifts of healing or
do all speak with new tongues no butkutbut
all thesethose gifts and offices are in the church
and as the apostle says they are placed

the work of thothe ministry for the
edifying of thothe body of christ adaaadand for the
perfecting of the saints until we are come
to the unity of the faith to the knowledgeknowlknow ledecde of
the son of god and to thetho falness ofor the
stature of a man in christ jesus that is
what they are given forand theythoy aroare needed
just as much as they ever werginwerdinwere in any gen-
erationeration but the world has been without
these blessings and wandering in darkness
for nearly eighteen centuries now the
lordlora has raised up a people to establish illshiskingdom on the same foundation as aliatian-
cientlyclent ly this estheis the work of the latter day
saints we have been called to warn this
generation we understand the signs of thothe
times and know that thetho judgments of god
ar 0 at hand ifwe had not been falthfaithfaithfulful to
our calling and mission the lord would
have raised up another people because the
set timelime Ni atht hand for him to establish illshis
kingdom

there are one or two ideas more I1 wish to
refer to with regard to the mission of
carlchristL that mission did not end when heHO
was crucified when that oerentorentent took place
we are told that his body lay in the tomb
for three days and that his spirit went to
preach to the spirits in prison which some-
time were disobedient when thetho lonionlongiong9 suf-
fering

11f
ofgod waited in the days of noahnoab

while the ark was preparing jestisjesus went

and preached to them in the spirit that they
might be judged according to men in the
flesh here is a principle of which the
christian world know nothing and which
has been revealed to us in our own day

namely preaching the gospel of life and
salvation to the spirits of those who pass
away without rendering obedience there-
unto nearly eighteen hundred years have
passed away since god had a church upon
the earth in that time about fifty four
thousand millions of human beings have
passed away without the gospel aroare they
to perish because they lived inia generations
when god had no church on the earth
notnoino they will be preached to by men who
go into the spirit world who hold the keys
of the kingdom of god and the ordinances
of the house of god will be administer-
edeatoto them by their descendants and friends
herehero anthoon the earth the apostle paul evi-
dently had his mind on this subject when
he says why then are they baptized for
the dead if the dead rise not

I1 do not know how fully brother benson
has attended to the work for hishiihi dead but
I1 know that he has worked hardbard for the
livingand when he goes into the spirit world
and meets with those for whom he has been
baptized and been the means of liberating
them from prison in the spirit world what
joy he will havehavel and it will be BOso with
others and this work of adminisadministeringlerVionnthe ordinances of thothe house of god to thee
dead I1 may say viiiwillvill require the whole of
the millennium with jesus at the head of thothe
resurrected dead to attend to it the ordin-
ances of salvation will have to be attended
to for the dead who have not heard tbthetho0 gos-
pel from the days ofadam down before
christ can present this world to the father
and say it is finished

brethren and sisters letuslotusletiet us be admonish-
ed by the death ofbrother benson and if
we have anything to do let us do itit letus go to and attend to our ordinances then
when wowe go to the spirit world and meet
with father mother brother or sister they
cannot rise up and accuse us ofnegligence
I1 have attended to the ordinances for a
great many of my friends and I1 want you
to do the same so that whenwhencewe get to the
other side of the vail we may look back
and be satisfied this power has been
placed in the hands of the latter day saints
then let us go forth and use it forthe salva-
tion of the living and the dead with re-
gardgaritoto the unbelief of thothe world I1 it will
not make the truth of god without effect
these ordinances have been revealed to us
wowe understand them and unless we attend
to them we shall fall under condemnation

I1 rejoice in the work of god and I1 rejoice
to live in this day and age of the world
I1 want to live as longatas I1 can do good but
not an hour longer than I1 can live in fel-
lowship with the holy spirit with my
father in heaven my savior and with the
faithful latter day saints to live any
longer than this would bobe torment and
misery to me when my work is done I1am ready to go but I1 want to do what is
required of me the gospel is the powe
of god unto salvation to all who believe
both jow and greek let us be faithful
keekeep our covenants do our duty and at-
tendteng to all thetho ordinances of the gospel usas
far as we can both for ourselves and our
dead when we have done this wowe shall
be satisfied I1 pray that god may bless
youou that he may bless the apostles who
dwell11 on the earth that his power mavmay
rest on the presiding twelve the severiseven-
ties the high priests ththe Bbishopsopsaps elders
teachers and deaconsDeaconsandand allail who have
entered into covenant to keep his com-
mandmentsmanmandments let us be faithful and we
shall obtain our reward we shall overcome
and obtain eternal life and a crown of
glory if we magnify our calling by livinliving
the religion which we have received chiefwhich
may god grant for christs sake amen
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FIVE MILES FROM FAIRVIEW

byey H carlson of Springspringvilleville
the diRdiscoverercoverer has commenced to work those

mines uniuna is prepared to supply the people inthe surrounding counties with an excellent ar-
ticlebicle of coalouaI1 at 668 per ton at the coal becilbed to
which there Isjm a roud wagon road
tbthee bed Is 32 mmilesI1 I1 es from aprinsprinaville by thespanish forirfortt cinonC inon roadboad which tsIs expected

tuto be in traveliratratravellingvellinging order in a short time
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paredijohsJOHN to10 ladt on shares
the neove leave had a longalong experience inthein

businbusinesseshesp havinkbavine bad charge of bro john alidand
samuel bennionBenn touslousa sheep lor the last three
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we shilshii study to elve satisfaction to allali who
may favolfavor us with their patronage

addreaddress JOHNJORN BIRCHHIRCH at mr joseph har
kers west jordan or JOHN SQUIRES bar-
ber saltsait nukelake city
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