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TO THE. PRESIDING BISHOPS
THROUGHOUT THE TERRI-
TORY.

Dear DBrethren—As Elder E. w--iﬁlectiun, and they might have no

Davis, President of the Elders’
Quorum, is at the present time de-
prived of the assistance of ‘histwo
counselors, they being on missiens,
and as seme of the Eldersare as yet
not organized; and it being impos-
sible for him to visit the several

districts and aceomplish this ob-|

of voters. © The provision that any
male ¢itizen of the United States,
twenty-ohe years old, six months
resident in the Territory, and ten
days resident in the preciuct, can
vote, is not goud. In case of an
apprehended close election, num-
bers of unprincipled. yoters would
‘not scruple to other unprin-
cipled voters sufficient to board and
lodge them ten days in any pre
cinect immediately previous to any

enduring interest in the precingt,
nor even in the Territory. A dollar
a head a day, or less even, would

de it, making ten dollars a voter, |

not a great sum for some pebple to
raise for such a purpose. Nay, so
far as this Christiancy bill is con-
cerned, a - regiment of ' soldiers
might be marched into any pre-
cinct, kept there ten days, and al-

ject in time for the work on the
Temple, you, in your capacity of
High Priests, are requested to or-
ganize the Elders in your several
districts and appoint presidents
over them, =0 that they may be
prepared for the furtherance of the
work on the Temple, which ¢can be
arranged pro rata, on the same
principle as with the Seventies and |
High Priests.

When thus organized please to ro-

iﬂW(ﬂI’l to vole.

5. These provisions as to suffrage
qualifieativus abolish woman sutl~
rage in Utah, abolish a right en-
joyed by the ladies for upwards of
siX years, a right, the conferrance

|

Legislature of the Territory at its
last session had appropriated 31,000
to each of the judges as additional
compensation, this remark aroused
the ire of Mr. Hoar, who submitted
an amendment that ne judge ofa
Territory should receive any other
compensation than that provided

by Cengress, which was agreed to.

There would be no objection te
this, if the compen=ation previded
by Congress were reasonable, but
the figures named are unreason-
avly small; pitifuily small for the
income of a gentleman aud a
schelar, and a judge of ability and
experience, as .all judges for the
territories should be. - If am able
and experienced judge consents to
serve for such a salary, it must be
either with the hope of additional
consideration of some kind, or from
a desire to serve his country.

It is well enough for Cengress to
be economical where economy is
desirable and’ beneficial, but good
serviceshould be fairly paid for and

of the enjoyment of which other
Territories and States are marching

steadily towards, and seme 'haﬂej

already arrived at. This is not very
chivalrie, it is noteven just. - It is
essentially mean.

6. Another objectionable provi-
sion is thata man who never pays

port the same immediately to El-| .ers to sperd the taxes which
der E. W. Davis, P. O. Box 321,{ other citizens pay, some of which |

17th Ward, Salt Lake City.
Oo bebalf of the Twelve,

JOHN TAYLOR,
Salt Lake City, }
April 28, 1876.
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a dollar in tuxes can vote for ofli-

citizens are excluded from the
polls by Christiancy’s bill. This is
liberty and justice with a wven-
geance. ~ Our forefathers - fought |
against taxation without represen-
tation, but this is representation

without taxatieon, &  policy equally
unjust to those who do pay the

not starved. Neither is it good
economy to stint the payment for
important service, and . thus indi-
rectly impel oflicials to seek for ad-
ditional pay in a clandestine way
if they get it at all. What barm
could have come, if the House had
been determined to only pay the
judges se much, and had left the
legislature of the territories to
please themselvea whether or not
they chose to vote amy additional
pay? As it is, the House will nei-
ther appropriate liberal compensa-
tion itself, nor allew it to come
from any other legitimate source.

i A —

SOME OF CHRISTIANCY'S OB- |taxes, and probably .equally un- THﬁ ILLIBERATL LIBERALITY

NCXIOUS PROVISIONS.

WiTnouT discussing in detail the
various provisions in Christiancy’s
bill to “‘regulate’ elections and the
franchise in Utah, we may briefly
notice a few of the most obnoxi-
ous, .

1. It does notappear to us to be a
judicious provision te place the
printing of all ballets in the hands
of the Secretary or the Governor.
In this country civil officials are
almost always politicians, with po-
litical partialities and prejudices, |
and they'will favor their particular
party where it is possible. Itseems
to us it would be far better for the
law simply to define the gize and
style of the ballot and envelope,
il secret ballot is to be the law, and
leave Lhe printing of them to each
couuty or precinct for its own use.

2. Requiring voters to produce

their naturalization certificate if

challenged, and also those natural-
ized in this Territory to produce
iuauuserints of the relevant court
records, can hardly be approved.
If a man carries his certificate with
him to the pells, and there is any-
thing of a drunken aud boisterous
character golug on there, as is
often the case, he will be liable to
lose his certificate. AS to a trans-
eript of the court record, it seems
to be a need less ex pense and trouble
to put every voler to. For no voter
will be certain that he will net be
challenged, and if he presumes that
he will not be, and he should hap~
pen to be, it might be difficult or
nupossivle for him to go straight-
way to the court clerk and obtain
& transcript of the record in time
for him to vote, and, if he could
not, then his vote would be thrown
away, lost, through the obstructive
operation of red tape,

3. Public counting of the ballots
in the polling room. KEverybody
knows that toward the close of an
election day, when whiskey begins
to eirculate and inflame the bad
passions of ‘men, proceedings of a
boisterous and even riotous charac-
ter are not infrequent, and this en-
forced public counting of the bal-
lots, after the polling has closed, in
the room absolutely open to the
publie, will be likely to encourage
riotous demomnstrationsand possibly
stimulate to violent moboeratic at-
tempts upon the ballot box. It
seems to us, therefore, that it would
be better to have the counting of
the votes representatively, not ab-
solutely, publie; that is, to have the
votes counted before a-certain num-
ber of voteirs, designated by law fin
a room to which the whole of the

popular, except as touching Utah.

7. Citizens living or cohabiting
with more than one wife, are ex-
cluded from the polls and from |
civil office. Thus, a man who has
more than one wife, as his religion
teaches him to live, would be dis-
franchised; that is, he would be
disfranchised solely on account of
his integrity fo his religion, which

olicy is diametrically opposed to

th the spirit and the letter of the
Constitution.

There are two or three bad fea-
tures about this provision. In ad-
dition to excluding good, honorable,
taxpaying, order-loving -citizens
from the suffrage, because of their
religion, it allows all sorts of~ba
characters, and even actual crimi-
nals, except they are under sen-
tence or convietion, to vote freely.
A man may bea thief, a burglar,
a highwayman, a perjurer; & mur-
derer, 'a_ fornicator, an adailterer,
a whoremaster, a rapist, and every-
thing that is bad, and no taxpayer,
and suill he may vote or hold office
under Christiaucy’s bill. But if he
is sober, honest, industrious, moral,
a good citizen, a coasiderate hus-
band, a kind father, an excellent
neighbor, a heavy taxpayer, and
yet happens to have more than one
wife, as his, religion may require
him to have, then he must not be
allowed the privilege of either vot-
ing or holding office. A man may
seduce his neighbor’s daughter, or
debauch his neighbor’'s wife, and
pay no taxes, and yet vote or hold
office under Christianecy?”s bill.. But
if he pays taxes regularly and fully,
and never commits those crimes
named nor any other,yet religiously
and conscientiously, as the Consti-
tution allows,takes to himself more
than one wife, and doesa husband’s
duty to them, he shall neither vote
nor hold office. He may ruin wo-
men, but he shall not husband
them; he may drag them down into
the mire of degradation, but he
shall not honor them as wives and
mothers, upon pain of disenfran-
chisement and disability to hold
office. - | -

This is BSenator Christiancy
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.’E,
statesmanship, his morality, his

religion, which he is anxious that
Congress should adopt.

PAY OF U. S. JUDGES.

INthe U. S House of Represenia-
tives en Tuesday (April-25) in the
course of consideration of the legis-
lative appropriation bill; the com-
pensation of the judges in the Ter-
ritories was discussed, the compen-
sation being fixed at $2,500 per
annum io the bill. This small sum
was animadverted upon by several

members as being entirely inade-
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OF CHRISTIANOY'S BILL.

ANOMALOUS as' it may seem, there
isa great deal of both liberality and
illiberality in Senator Christiancy’s
bill to “regulate” elections and the
sufirage in Utah. Bat, “unfortu-
nately for the publie good;, the
illiberality is in opposition to a
coustitutional right, a healthful,
wholesome institution, and a de-
serving people, w hile the liberality
is nearly akin to license, if indeed
there is any essential diflerence
between them. Hence we talk of
the illiberal liberality of the bill.
The bill is liberal to all kinds of
real criminals, except they are
under sentence or conyiction. It
does not matter what crime they
have committed. They may have
perpetrated every crime natoed in
the Decalogue, and many others.
They mazv have committed every
sort of crime malum in 8¢, as well
as every sort of crime malum pro-
hibitum,. Stil), if they are not un-
aer conviction or sentence, and
even if they pay no taxes, and
have not the misfortune to beiong
to the “‘betler sex,” they are
st liberty to vote and to hold office
in Utah. They may have been
common jailbirds, they may have
escaped the well deserved exilreme
penalty of the law, they may be
well known seducers of the inno-
¢eant, they may be notorious cor-
rupters of the marringe eslate,
they may be coufessed thieves,they
may be reckless perjurers, they may
be upprincipled and unmitigated

any cilizen who is thus made sub-
ject toits prohibition and penalties,
may escape therefrom vy an act of
baseness and perfidy from which
the soul of ev honorable man
‘would recoil with unutterable in-
{ dignation and scorn. |

If a man will basely desert the
| wives of his bosom, and sear them
with the brand nf'-impurity; if he
will east his prattling children te
the tender mercies of the world’s
cold eharity; yea,; if he will dis-
|card his' wives as wives; though
still cohabiting with them as mis-
tresses—if he i¢ despicable enough
to do these things, he may be eligi-
ble and welecome, under Chris-
tisney’s bill, to the suffrage and to
official statien in Utah. 1f‘he ean
bring himself to descend to these
stapendous depths of infamy, he
is still honorable enough for Sena-
tor Christiancy; and that geutléeman
of such astonishing illiberal liber-
|ality will clasp him to his bosem as
a good and honorable American
citizen, good enough and henora-
ble enough' to be heartily wel-
comed to pass in his vote at the
polls and to elect his - like te civil
office in Utah, to dirburse the taxes
| thereof, although heé may have
never coutributed to those taxes so
much as the value of a single red
cent in all his worthless life. This
is Senator Christiancy’s illiberal
liberality. It is immense in its
way. It is perfectly stapendous.

A “CHRISTIAN” FALSEHOOD
TuE - Rocky * Mountain  Christian

Advocale for May, Methodist organ
Unnecessarily rigid economy, this. |in this ecity, Revi Q. M. Piame,l
ly’

editor ‘and publisher, editorial
and sfandérousty says— . |

| ““An old Mormon lady ‘put $500
in the ‘Co-Op.” when Mr. Young
started it. BSBome time since, when
this great swindling scheme had
well nigh collapsed, and Capt’
Hooper and others were invited to
step in and save the institation,
stock had gone down to forty cents
on the dollar. They offered to let
the old lady trade it out, at that
rate. ‘No,’ said she, ‘I lent it to
the Lord 1o help the ehurch in 1ts
business, and if I lose it it’s all
right.”” g W

We are au’thuffzéd to .'ﬂt_ata that
the above is a positive falsehood.

|any oue on the part of Z. C. M. L.,

| nor has any person ever exchanged

stock for trade : wit_,l_a_. that institu-

tion at Jess than a hundred cents

on the dollar. | |

THE BRIBERY IN CHRISTIAN-
CY’S BILL. ' |

| “regulate” elections and thesuffrage|

in Utah is practically a huge Piiﬁﬁﬂ

If it has not so appeared to him, it
80 appears. to us, and we can not see
how it ean fail to se appear to all
candid and intelligent people, as
we will immediately proceed to
show, for the bencfit of those un-
fortunates who cannot see, and
those malignants who will not see,

for, after all,peradventure they may
conclude te profit thereby more’

scoundrels, but no matter, Seuator | Jess. | At all'evénts, we may give

Christiancy is extremely liberal to
them aud his bill allows them to
vote or hold oflice withoul let or
kindrance oun any of these serious
accounts. This is his hiberality. 1t
I8 extreme, it embraces all, good,
bad, and indiflerent. No malter
how bad, they are welcome te Lhe

| suffrage und eligible to hold office.

They are amply good emough, in
sSenator Christiancy’s opinion, to
vote or to hold office in Utah. This
certainly is exceedingly liberal. It

is Jiberal far within the confines of | any senator, or any eitizen of ordi- |

license. _

Oa the other hand, the bill isjust
as extremely illiberal te one class
of citizens. While it is so blindiy
indiscrimate in favor of all sorts of
real criminals, it is invidiously and
perseculively proscriptive towards
an excellent body of citizens who
can not be charged with actual

them the chance to do so.

The senator’s bill prohibits from
voting or holding office every citi-
zen who is ““living and cobhabiting
contemporaneous!y with more than
oue woman, recognizing or claim-
ing them as his wives,”” and has
eutered inte that relationship since
1562, -

Everybedy ' knows, or might
know, and if Senator Christiancy
does not know, then he is more ig-
norant upon a vital subject than

npary intelligence even, ought to be,
that the doetrine and the practice
here outlawed is a matter of religion,
and consequently of conscience, Lo
most of the inhabitants of the Ter-

whoma'the bili applies. S
Therefore, it follows, naturally
and incoutrovertibly, we think,

crime, essential crime, but ouly{that this provision in Christiancy’s

with actions of a religious nature,
which ‘thrée-fourths of mankind
consider honorable, which are no-
where offences except as they may
be made so by statute, and which

bill is of the character of a direct
bribe to every Latter-day Saint,
or ‘““Mormon,” whose domestic re-
lations may subject him to the pro-
hibition; that is, to disfranchise-

{the

the consideration offered, & con-
sideration which there is no con-
stitutional right to take away on
grounds in question., Still

| ked

No su¢h offer was ever made by.

|and uses in the ages

Has the idea ever strack the Hon.|
Senator Christiancy that his bill to | |

of bribery,bribery of the basest kind?

Christiancy’s bill does so, the ques-
tion of constitutienality not ap-
pearing to be regarded by some
people as of any weight when pros-
cription of the ‘‘Mormons” is
designed. |

‘The baseness of the bribery is of
a two-fold character—it is an atl-.
tempt to cause people to repudi-
ate their religion, and to de vio-
Jence to their conscientious convie-
tions of truth and duty; and it
holds out great indueements to y
sons who have married more than .
one wife to desert and disown
them and their children, presents
the right of suffrage
civil officé as the inducement for a.
man to forsake his wives and hold
them up to the world as mistresses
and their children as illegitimates.
This is'a nice kind of business for
an honorable Senater,a member of &

Christian Legislature, to be engag-~

|ed in, dsa’t ‘i1?- What can really

honorable people think of a man
who is guilty of perpetrating such
an enormity, and of seeking the
sanztion of Congress for 1?7
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WISE WANTS AN ISABELLA

. AND A BALLOON.

& T DELS 13

Wise, the aeronaut, motwith-

standing Donaldson’s | fate, is still_.

confident he can get to Europe

through the air, and he wants an

Isabella and a'balloon. He says to
the Philadelphia Bulletin: =

_“Nothing comes nearer to my
heart than the solution of this pro-
blém. I am as certain ‘of being
able to do it as was Columbus cer-'
tain of finding our continent with
his little ships. Find me an Isa-
bella, and T wil drop everythin
else but the work'of preparation of
an outfit with which te start from
thiscity for the consummation of
the voyage on the Fourth of July

next, or seoner.’ 1 ‘can do it, and
do it in this way; ®s soon as the air
ship covers the Gulf Stream,T will

kedge it down to withio 5,000 feet
of the water with a device simple
in form, and’ as‘easily worked as «
ge-anchor toa drifting ship, It
Wiitl be a "Ihqré‘-rgattgrp{h %ﬂét&gﬁo?,
and as easy lo as 1t

is to flont dows She Missteaippl fromm -
S8t. Pxul to New Orleans witha

batteau. | il
pass it ‘within the out-

4 i

. “I can eomp
lay of $5,000, and I ask nothing but |
the honor of being the simple in.
strument of lifting up a fold in the

rtain’ that screens more stupend-
problems  for man’s’ solution
e figes to come, than |
the simple crossing of ocean by

‘way of the atmosphere.”  "°

EDITORIAL NOTES. '

L, -~—Tarsus, Baul’s place, is re-~
B e e o\ e U0 s
o perty, ruining 3,000 pe
‘SONS. g:ta nibbled a thcknéape':f
friction matches. Hence the fire.
-——It is sgid that negotiations
are in progress for the transfer of
the entire fire insarance capital,
about $30,000,000, of New York
City to the Btate of New Jersey,
and that some of the largest life
insurance companies originating in
New York already have New Jer--
sey charters. |

- ——The New York Herald takes
a cheerful view of the business out-
look—‘“We think that as far as we
can read the columns of the Herald,

i
-

ritory, to nearly all the penp]ﬁ'*tul

the business prospec¢ts of the city
are better now th ny have an-
ticipated. The fact that the owners
of real estate. in the city prefer to
hold their investments to selling

| them at panic prices is a good sign.

Altogether we may feel that we
are to have'a better year than we
have had for some years past.”” .

+—The Washington Star says—
“The few garden seedson hand in
the Department of Agriculture will
be reserved for those residing fn the
miorthern sectionsof the Union whe
have not as yet had any. The de-
mand for them this year has been
unprecedented, and in consequence
#f the increased labor and small
‘clerical force, thousands of letters
applying for them have been un-
answered. Where parties have
failed to receive the seeds or an-
swers to their Jletters, this must
serve as an explanation. The dis-
tribution is equalized as near as

| possible,” e

and to hold




