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MONG the bills
which will be pre-
sented to con-
gress at the corncom
ing session will be
one for the in-

crease of the rank
of samuel
howard

howard came within onoone tenth of one

pasboef agiak of passing the technical egami
given by the martinets of the

tuf the navy in 1876 and by
them be was refused a second enami

committees 09 congress havenationtion
neo

A
arted in favor of the bill and if

named it will be only justice to oneone of
theathe bravest41 eit men the united states has

among the most heroicknown
actactton
evervr

of the late civil war was that otof this
man 44howardcoward when he volunteered to act
AS the Ppilotilot of the monitor in its terrible

fil with the merrimac at hampton
fonda he carried the vessel through

engagementargement and his story ofout tweaftawkinghtfight isis ilownow here given for

the at timee to the public
but first let weme telteil you soniesomethingthi

about ut howard he is an 01old
rig

aw sadand his years bumber
ave 41 his wixJtalty
firmfins and je is wenmentally 4a souasoun adf

pow poremore thanman a generationwoo took the monitor into actionaccion
afo 11b straighttra ht as an arrow and bihisallepme as p militaryalwy rehe has a bbroadd
corob bright blue eyes and a long

wood bcdheardard in which there areake many
ins strad he lives in a modest

almost undertinder the shadowshadeW ot01

the copitocaptoJ he is the
fk
person

ficatioa of in his tahafkk about
the with me last night bhe
ice it lain the background I1 hadbad

questions before I1 got theto P agy
story oi01 bis lite hwhis first voyage was

takeo atalt the age of sixteen when he
for the mediterra-

nean
rom11 dublin
I1 believe he ran away from home

he hadbad visitedto sotoCO to sea and nearly
every part otof the world and bad coasted
up and down the atlantic shores of the
united states lorfor many years before the
war began he hadbad been several times
cap of a vessel andas a naturalized
american citizen he put himself at the
service 0oi1 uncle sam as soon as the war
penOL i kle was appointed acting mas-

ter brig amanda whose duty hi
waowa topcoatad mat up and downdowa tthebe easterneaste roi
horeabove of the atlantic and capture the

ship who triedtiled to run our blockade
and hefid left this ship to act asits pilot abr
the monitor speaking of his momodestydetty
Wh evidently thinks thiathat he did no more
than any other man would have done
under similar circumstances and when
I1 asked him whether he was not afraid
when he was penned up in that little
iron box with toe shot and shell raining
down upon it he replied

III1 I had no time to think of being afraid
it was all I1 could do to keep the boat
moving according to the directions of
captain worden who stood in the pilot
house by my side

the main facts of the engagement be
tween the monitor and the merrimac are
well known but there are many details
which have never been given to the
public itisits sale to say that had it not
beenten for samuel howard there would
cavehave been no action that day the merbier

would have returned and theibe
minnesota and millions of dollars worth
of uncle samssam property would have
been destradestroyeded when the monitor
came into fortress monroe she found
herself unable to 0goo nto action for the
want of a pilot shebhe had been brought
iromfrom the north by a baltimore man who
sympathized with the south and when
fortresss monroe was reached this man
refused to take the little iron monster
out against the merrimac the pilots
onan the boats at hampton roads were
also southern sympathizers and either
from this or from cowardice they refused
to act they said they knew nothing
aboutabout the waters andanci captain wordenwarden

as W aa Wrw ben he was called upon
by alnull H award and the captaincaltain of
thihis J nes two hadbad brought their
shiship1 from wilmington to fortress MODmen
foerale for provisions and seeing the moni-
tor they came to visit her As they
stepped upon the deck captain worden
ggreetedgreeted them and told them hisbis troubles
aboutabout ota vilotpilot howardhe at once
offered to take the positionPition he sendsaid
he knew something of the roads
and that be woulduid gladlyI1 wildly conduct it into
action Hhe tloldd capiaketain worden that
66 pilots had beenbeeVyinglying to him about
their I1

iignorancegnorance hee baid ITthey27 are
a set afpf rebels cantalcaptainno and they
know the roads bettert er than I1 do but
you cant make thethemm actCt you hadbad
betterbelter take me to ththis captain wor-
den gladly assented and howar awas
ushered into the pilot house of the mon-
itor and remained there almost irom the
time otof its arrival saturday until the
close of its tightfight with the Merrmerrimacinacac on
tbjbf followingloUpwing day 1

1

batore I1 give howards story
of the battle mesay something
of thebe eveneventsit of the aay ding

howardboward had arrived onan hisbis brig
toin diroetwo baw0o m ibm engagement between
the merrimac and our gunboatsgun boats and the

most of my information concerning that
fight comes from him sitting in the rin-
ging of his shipabio with his glass he saw
the queer ironclad sail down the eliza-
beth river and take its way across the
channel to engage with our gunboatsgunboats
lying along the coast between newport
news and fortress monroe aa he
watched that terrible fight the merri
mac you know was a frigate of
tons which hadbad been burned and sank
during the spring of 1861 at norfolk I1i

A few months later it was raised by
the confederates and converted into an
ironclad the ship was then cut down
to the old berth decks her machinery
was left within her but the whole of the
ship above the water was covered with
iron plates two inches thick aridand eeighti bt
inches wide so riveted together thatitethe
vessel had an armor of iron four inches
thick upon its prow they put a great
iron ram which projected four feet be-
yond the vessel and which did terrible
damage to one of the northern gunooats
before the monitor arrived in the
sides otof the vessel there were port holes
and the ten great guns behind thesethen
vomited forth shot and shell without
ceasing while she was in action the
ship was commanded by some of the
ablest officers in the confederacy and it
had a crew of picked men it was a
alumsclumsclumsy vessel it drew twenty three
feet of water it could not travel more
than five oglesmiles an hour and it took from
thirty to forty minutes to turn still
with the wooden ships of 1862 it was an
powerfulall monster its iron coat made
it practically impregnable and when it
started on its first voyage of destruction
inhere was a panic inin the cabinet at
washingtonwashingtoa and secretary stanton pro
meted that it would ruin our navy indand
the other members almost felt thothai it
wasMT is already anchoredanchpred in the potomac
with its gunsuns trained on the
house althefie ship was built atai thathe nor-
folk navynav yard its iron plates having
been rorolleded1 itleat the ar iron foundry
in richmond whenhen it slantedstarted out 46someanq
hoftoe ofofficerfirer thothoughttight that it was merely
fut a trial trip but if so it was the mostmgt
terrible trial that dbyany vessel averever haohal

only a few miles from norfolk is fort-
ress monroe with hampton adarda
between about seven mues abuce
fortress monroe at the muthm uth of the
jamesdames river is newport news thiis
dueline otof several miles the
northern part of the roadsroa ds anuana spat-
tered along it was a line otof northern
men otof war nearest fortress Mmaroejuroe
were the three frigates the itt law-
rence the roanoke and the minnesota
justoff newport news
twoewa more frigatestringgatesates the congressCongcess aon

fifty gunsguaumandmandsad the 4jy
having ththirtylirty te i beat
did not expect an engagement the


