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ships who tried to run our blockade,
and he left this ship ta act as pitot for
the Monitor, Speaking of his modesty,
he evidently thinks that he did no more
than any other man would have done
under simtlar circamstances, and when
[ asked him whether he was not afraid
when he was penned up in that little
iron box with toe shat and shell raining
down upon it he replied:

] had no time to think of being afraid.
It was all I could do to keep the boat

ing session will be
| one for 1he in-i
crease of therank
L%, of Lieut. Samuel
Nz * Howard. Lieut.
]-[owﬁrd came within one-tenth of cne
of passing the technical exami-

t

&f;{;::: given by the m_arlinets of the
Department of the Navy in 1876, and by
them he was refused a second exam
pation. Committees of Congress have
reporKEd in favor of_lht; bill, and, if
passed, it will be Onlydugtlce 1o one of

nited States has

bravest men the !
lher Lnown. Among the most heroic

e late civil war was that of this
:fat:(;-llg\:;ard when he volunteered to act
as the pilot of the Monitor inits terrible
fight with the Merrimac at Hampton
Roads. He carried the vessel through-
out that engagement, and his story of
that awful Aight is now here given for
the first time to the public. )

But first let me 1ed you something
about Lieut. Howard, He is an old
man now, and his years number seventy-
five. Stiil his eye is bright, his..step is
firm and he is mentally as sound as ,he
was when, now more than a_generation
ago, he took the Monitor into action.

e is as straight as an arrow, and his
bearing I8 niilitary. He has a broad
forehead, brght blue eyes and a long
blonde beard, in which there are many
gray strands, He lives in a modest
iittle house almost under the shadow ol
the national Capitol. He is the person:-
ficatign of modesty.and in his talk about
the engagement with me Jast night he
kept himselt in the background, | had
to ask many guestions before I got the
story of his lite. His first voyage was
taken at the age of sixteen, when he
sailed irom Duolin for the Mediterra-
1 believe he ran away from home

eve

an. 2 L
:‘: go to sea, and he had visited nearly
every part of the world and had coasied

up and down the Atlapyc shores of the
Laited States lor many years-betore the
war began He had been several times
captamn of a vessel, and us a naturalized
American citizen, he put himseli at the
service o1 Uucle Sam as soon as the war
opened, Hg was appointed acting mas-
ter of the brig Amanda, whose duty 1t
was to coast up and , down the eastern)
shores of the Atlaotic and capture the

moving according to the directions of
Captain Worden, who stood in the pilot
house by my side.”’

The main facts of the engagement be-
tween the Monitor and the Merrimac are
well known, but there are many detais
which have never been given to. the
pubiic, It.is sale to say that had it not
been for Samuel Howard there would
have been no action that day. The Mer
rimac would have returned and ihe
Minnesota and millions of dollars’ worth
ol Uncle Sam's property would have
been destroyed. When the Monitor
came .into Fortress Monroe she found
herself unable to go nto action for the
want of a pilot. She had been brought
trom the north by a Baltimore man who
sympathized with the south, and when
Fyorlress Monroe was reached this man
refused to take the little iron monster
out against the Merrimac. The piluts
on the boats at Hamptoo Roads were
also southern sympathizers, and either
Irom this or from cowardice they relused
toact They said they knew nathing
about the waters, and Captain Worden
was 1. despair,when he was called upon
by Samu¢l"Howard and'the captain of
tiis brig, These two had brought their
ship from Wilmington to Fortress Man-
roe for provisiuns, and seeing the Moni-
tor they came to wvisit her. As they
stepped upon the deck Captain Worden
greeted them and told them his troubles
about a pulot. Lieut, Howard at once
offered to take the positivn. He said
he knew something K of the Roads,
and that he would giadly conduct 1t into
action. He 10id Captain Worden that
the pilots had been lying to him about
their ignurance. He said: *'They are
a set of —— rebels, captain, and they
know the Roads better 1han 1 do, but
you can't make them act. You had
better take me.” To this Captain Wor-
den giadly assented, and Howar dwas
ushered 1nto ihe pilot house of the Mon-
itor and remained there almost irom the
time of i1s arnval Sawurday umiil the
ciose of 1is hight with the Merrimac on
the following day.

' Beiore I give Lieut, Howard's story
ot the battle properiet me say soniething
of the evenis of the day prececding.
Lieut, Howard had arrived on his bnyg
.io time to, see thy, cogagenient ;between
the Merrimac and our gunboats, and the

most of my information concerning that
fight comes from him. Sitting in the rig-
ging of his ship with his glass he saw
the queer ironclad sail down the Eliza-
beth river and 1ake its way across the
channel to engage with our gunboats
lying along the coast between Newport
News and Fortress Monroe, and he
watched that terrible fight. The Merri-
mac, you know, was a Irigate of 3,500
tons, which had heen burned and sunk
during the spring of 1861 at Norlolk.

A few months later it was raised by
the confederates and converted into an
ironclad. The ship was then cut down
to the old berth decks. Her machinery
was {eft within her, but the whoule of the
ship above the waler was covered with

/iron plates two Inches thick and eight

inches wide, so riveted together that the
vessel had an armor ot iron four inches
thick. Upon its prow they put a great
iron ram, which projected four feet be-
yond the vessel and which did terrible,
damage to one of the northern gunooats
before the Monitor arrived. In the
sides of the vessei there were pori holes,
and the ten great guns behind these
vomited forth shot and shell without
ceasing while she was in action. The
ship was commanded by some of the
ablest officers in the confederacy, and it
had a crew ot 300 picked men. It was a
clumsy vessel. It drew twenty-three
feet of water. It could not travel more
than five miles an hour and it took from
thirty to forty minutes to turn. Sull,
with the wooden ships of 18362 it was an
allpowerful monster, Its iron coat made
it practically impregnable, and when it
started on its fitst voyage of destruction
there was a panic in.the& cabinet at .
Washington, and Secretary Stanton pre -
wicted that 1t would ruin our navy, aod
the other members almost felt that, it
wis alpeady anchored in the Potomac

.with its guns trained on the White

Houuse. The ship was built at the Nor-
lolk navy yard, ils iron plates having
been rolled at the Tredegariron foundry
in Richmond. When it started out some
of the officers thought that it was merely
fur a trial trip. but if so, it was the most’
terrible trial that ahy vessel ever had,

Only a few miles from Norfolk is Fort-
ress Monroe, with Hampton R ds lyingo ¢
between. About seven mues ahove
Foriress Monroe, at the m wuth of the
James river, is Newport News. Tnis
jine ot several miles coasutintes the
northern part of the roads, aau, scat-
tered along iy, was a line ol nortliern,
men-of-war. Nearest Foriress Monroe
were the three frigates, the St Law-,
rence, the Roanoke and the Mmaesota.,
Just oft Newport News were aacnored,
two more ({rigates, the Congress, cpne,
taining filty guns,-and the Cuwnperi{and,.
taving: thirtye . These-s boats ewidently -,
did mot expect an engagement. The



