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The Bpirit of Truth is communicated
by the impoaition of hands by author-
ized wservants of Christ, who can
BAY: “*Receive yo the Holy
Ghost.** This spirltual influence con-
solidates the Church, making all
her faithful members one, as 1{lLe
Father and the Son are one; notone in

rson, which would be 1mpossible,

ut one in spirit.

The Church of Christ anciently was
distinguished by aspeclalcharacteristic
created by the Holy Spirit. There
was no doubt in the minds of her true
members, as to the coursethey were
following. They knew the work they
were engaged in was of Divine origin.
They had the assurance that their feet
were planted on the rock of ages. They
could say with the full assurance of

faith: “I koow that my Re-
deemer lives;’® therefore they had
courage to confront all kinds of

persecations, even death in its most
-appalling forms. Unmoved they faced
the second of two alternatives—deny-
ing their Lord or being slowly burped
to death over a pile of ignited fagots.

There are no characteristica of the
ancient apostolie Church that do not
have their counterparts in the Church
of Jesus Chirist of Latter-day Baints.
The principles are the same, and the
antagonisra it awakens is not dis-
similar, Oneof the principal objections
rajsed against the Saints ip this age is
based on their unity, which is regarded
by some as a dangerous feature. The
opposers sy in substance: If we would
introduce strife and contentions among
us, they would glad)y extend to us the
hand of fellowship, for then we would
be in a situation similar to theira. But
the Saints know the correctness of
their position. Where s there a faithful
member of the Church, either here or
among the various pations of the
earth, where some of them stiil live to
the number of thousands, who cannot
truly say, without fear, favor, or hope
of reward, [ have received for myself
a testimony that the work in which I
am engaged I8 of divine srigin? There
is the same effect of the Power
wrought among thbe ancient Baints.

There are also the spiritual gifts.
These may become to some extent
latent by lack of exerclse or neglect of
duty, but they are among the people. f
It would be illogieal to eay that we
have the Bpirit, but not His manifesta-
tions. It would be just as unreason-
able an to 8ay that ap individual pos-
pessing intelligence could be present in
soclety without in some way or other
exhibiting the faculties and powers in
his possession.

To recapitulate, these are the first
principles of the Gospel of the King-
dom: Faith in Christ and in God the
Eternal Father; repentanee of sin, or
rectification of conduct; baptism by
immersion for the remission of sins
administered by one holding Jdivine
authority, and the laying on of hands
that the believer may receive the Holy
Ghost. These form a portion of the
light that was to break forth in the
latter days, first to the (entiles and
then to the Jews. This is the Gospel
which is to be preached in all the world
for a witness previous to the coming of
the Bon of Man.

Bome of the details immediately pre-
oursory tothe coming of Christ are
ontlined in the sacred SBeriptares.. The

Jews or remnants of Israel referred to
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in the opening prayer, are to be gath-
ered and then, when they are in
danger of being overwhelmed by their
enemies, the Savior shall descend, ac-
companied by the hosts of angels and
deliver His people.

The symptoms of the gathering of
the rempants of the House of Israel
are becoming rapidly apparent, as may
be gleaned from the accounts of events
now taking place in the world, and
which are noted in the public preas.

In Russia, where about one half of the
wodern Jews reslde, those people are
in a woeful condition. The persecu-
tions of the dark agea are being reviv-
ed and repeated. They are oppressed and
discriminated against In every way,
until it seems as if there must be either
anexzodus or extermination of Hebrews
from that empire. The humane among
men are touched with sympathy for
them in copsequence of their suffer-
ings, and petitions have been sent from
Enpgland to the Czar, asking that
sutocrat to modify his severe anti-
semitic measures. A similar bumane
movemeut bas been inaugurated in
this country, but without any other
effect than to make the Russian
Emperor still more determined in
pursuing hie oppressive policy. We
must recognize, in these movements,
the hand of our Heavenly Father.

A petition was recently for-
warded by American bumanitarians
to President Harrison, suggesting that
the national executive take steps to-
ward an interpational congress of all
the great powers for the purpose of dis-
cussing the means whereby the Holy
Land could be restored to the Jews,
that they may gather to the land of
their fathers. And this seewas to be the
only solution of the present difficulty,
for how can those oppressed milliops in
Russia find a resting-place elsewhere?
The workingmen in Epglaud and in
other pations protest against the fn-
troduction of Jewish artizane and me-
chanics into their several couutries, as
such infiuxes would depress the rates
of wages, This obstacle existseven in
this country as well as elsewhere, It
svems, therefore,that the Jews canonly
appropriately go to Palestine, a much
more attractlve part of the world for
them than the Boutb American re-
publice. Joseph Bmith said the
prophecies  concerning the path-
ering of the remnuuts would be con-
summated in this age and generation,
that God would, in this time, stretch
forth dis band to bring in His people
from their long dlspersion. In this
age, He has declared the times of the
Gentiles would be fulfilled. The

revelation quoted at the opening
of my remarks makes this
declaration. The fulfilment of the

times of the Gentileafs to he in the
generation existing at the time the
iight should break forth. Over sixty
Years are now in the pastrincethe
fulpess of the Gospel was introduced
anew to the world. I konow of no

definite authority on which to
base an exact statement of ihe
period covered by a generation.

Buteixty yenrs is at iesst a large part
of such a division of tirae, nod we may,
therefore, reasonably infer. that the
witbdrawal of the preaching of the
Gospel from the Gentile inhabitanta of
the earth cannot be very far distant. It
is presumable that whenthe Lord com-
mands His servants to take that step

it will begin at the initiatory
point—this country where it was first
introduced in this dispensation. Judg-
ing from the way ic which its messen-
gers have been treated in many places
in this land, the day of cussation will
probably be bajled with gratification
by the people of our pation. But
nfter the testimonies of the KElders
there will come others, accord-
ing to the prophecies, that will be
still more unpleasant. It is to
be presamed that the Lord will with-
draw the harvesters as soon as the soil
refuses to yleld a return for the labor
bestowed, for He works only when
there ia a productive result. Hie oper-
ations are based on the law of economy,
in which s exhibited the glory of
Divine wisdom.

I pray God to help us to be faithful
and to look for the signs of the coming
of the Lerd, who will appear in His
due time and reward every. man ac-
cording to his works, and complete the
redemption of His faithful people.

The choir sang the anthem:

Let the mountains shout for joy.

Bepediction by Bishop Alexander

McRae.
—i—

THE EUROPEAN WAR.

The following special frora Constan-
tinople appears in the Denver News,
April 27:

ussia and Turkey are preparing for
war. The formal declaration may pass
at any moment. The tension in the
relations of the two governments has
never been 8o great within the past ten -
years. The Dardauvelles has been
sealed by order of the Porte, and Rus-
sia s senled up within. The czar fs
ready and eager to advance upon this
last entrencbhment of the efleminate
and pusillanimous Turk in Europe.

The lurid and devouring flames of a
great continental war have heen al.
ready lighteui. Their work of destrue-
tion of the whole present face of South-
eastern Europe can be but a question
of days or weeks at mosi. The best
informed and least rabid and sensa-
tional of the representatives of oreign
powers here, put this comstruction
upon the remarkable demonstration
between Russis and Turkey, over the
stoppageof the former’s transportship,
the ¢*Nishnl Novgorod,*® in its attempt
to pass the Dardanelles.

The two powers, with a century of
fierce and deadly antagonism behind
them, are snarling at each other and
heking hungry chops with blood-red
tongues like two Biberian bloodhounds
over a juicy steak.

When the leashes are slipped there
will be war. War that means the
tearing ont of the heart of one of the
combatants, a war that may desclate
and palsy Europe.

RIGID MESSAGES.

Today the Porte in an austere and
ominous message to M. Nelidoff, the
Russian ambassador, eouched in terms
of the most frigid reserve, informed the
latter that the Ottoman government
had delivered ite ultimatum.

No Russian vespels of the charaecter
and engaged in the business of the
Nishni Novgorod will be allowed in
future to pass the straits, which is Rus-
sla’s only exit to the south.

The diplomatic note contains the
most significant allusions to ot.her_




