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ELDER JOHN TAYLOR,

DELIVERED

At the Semi-Annual Conference of
the Church of Jesus Christ of
Latter-day Saintz, in the New
Tabernacle, Salt Lake City, Wed-
nesday, October 7, 1874.

BEPORTED BY DAVID W. EVANS

I AM bhappy to have the opportuni-

ernacle, buc a spirit, and that spirit
existed before ﬁu came here; and
if men before the flood had been
allowed to go on in their iniquities
and if, with every thought aud im-
agination of their bearts, which
were all unlawful and evil, tney
had been allowed to perpetuate
that kind of existence, of course
God would have had very little to
do with the operationsof the earth
and the inhabitants thereof, it
would therefore have beemn unjust
to the spirits created by our Father
in the eternal worlds to force them

ty of meeting with the prethren
and to talk over the affairs pertain-
ing to the kingdom of God in this
Conference. We are engaged in a
work in which all of us are inter-
ested, individually and collectively.
It is a work that diflers from any-
thing else that exists at the present
time on the face of the earth, and
in many respects it differs from
anything that ever has existed. 1
do not know that we are in any
wise responsible for this, or for the

osition in which we find ourselves,

he circumstances with which we
are surrounded are not, particularly
or specially, of our own making,
nor the grinuiplea in which we be-
lieve. We have an abiding faith,
as we heard referred to this morn-
ing,in certain principles which have
emanated from the heavens; and
we find ourselves on the earth at
this particular time, in this pecu-
liar dispensation, and engaged in a
work that is dependent, I was go-

to come and inhabit the degener-
ated bodies which they must have
received from such characters as
the generation drowned in the flood;
and hence Gud took away their
agepcy by destroying them from
the face of the eart'., because they
were prostituting their powers to
an improper use and not only in-
juring themselves by defying the
law of God, but also inflicting an
evil upen unborn generations by
perverting their own existence and
by their powers of procreation en-
tailing misery upon millions of
spirits that bad a just right to look
for protection from their Father.
The Almighty therefore took this
awful method to redress this ra-
vated wrong and he had a rigt.t to
do it. Why. our stockraisers act
upon that principle a good deal. I
was talking to one of them a little
while ago who had a large flock of

sheep, and he told me that he had | ward, for to thee and thy

got some better stock, and was go-
ing to kill off the r ones in onier

ing to say, altogether upon the Al-
mighty, and which is part and par-
cel of that programme which exist-
ed in his mind before the world
rolled into existence.

There have been different dispen
sations existing in the various ages
of time, as the purposes of God
have rolled on in relation to this
earth; all of them, more or less,par-
took of the same principles that
have been revealed unto us, that is
80 far as the gospel is concerned,
:Jut all of them more or Jess differ-

Dg.

The first command given to man
was to be fruitful, to multiply and |
replenish the earth; in other words,
an earth had been created, and it
was necessary, as it had been
brought into existence and man

giaﬁed upon it, that his seed should |

propagated, that there might
be bodies prepared for spirits to in-
habit, that they together might ac-
complish ceitain purposes, in the
designs of God, pertaining to the
creation of the earth.
By and by we find the people de-
rting from the principles of truth,
rom the laws of the gospel, repudi-
ating the fear of God, grieving his
Holy Spirit and iucurriing his dis-
pleasure. Then a flooed came and
the inhabitants of the world, with
the exception of a very few, were
swept from ii, after the gospel
had been preached to all who then
lived £nd all had had an opportuni
ty to believe in and obey it. A few
of them did do so and lived in the
fear of God, and, accurding to the
revelations which we have, they
were trauslated and caught up
they had a separate existence from
those who lived upon the earth,

and occupied the position of trans- |

lated beings and were necessarily
gowrned by other laws than the

enizens of the earth. This wa
one peculiarity of the dispensation
before the flood. Then came the
flood, which many people, unac-
quainted with things as they exist-
ed in the bosom of God and with
his purposes and de-igns. consider
was a grealL eruelly, an act of ty-
ranny, evincing a spirit of outrage
and oppression upon the jinhabi-
tants of the world. Seeptics reason
in this manner sometimes, the on)
reason of their cavilling being that
they do not understand God or his
laws and designs in relation to the
earth and the inhabitants that live
upon it,and being ignorant of these
things they are not competent
Judges as to the fitness of things

nerally, and tha course pursued
by the Almighty in relation to the
inhabitants of the earth, hence
they arrive at_all kinds of foolish
conclusions. The fact is there were
certain ideas cennected with the
destruction of the world that were

food, roper and merciful. Man-
ind committed unto them
certain powers, among which was
the power to perpetuate their own
ﬂpecﬁ,uf which they could not ac-
cording to the laws of nature be
deprived while living. And tne
had a certain agency of their own,
which they could act upon, and
the people who were destroyed in

the flood had cdeparted from the
laws of God. Man has a dual be-

|

{and

Y | face of the earth, and the

that he might raise only good stock
and a'better breed than he then
had. I suppose that God had as
much right to do this as sheep
raisers and_ cattle raisers have,
thus by ecutting off thst
wicked generation from the earth
‘he deprived them of the priv-
ilege of propagating their own spe-
cies. And what then? Oh, they
were all damned. No, they were
not quite, yes they were in part
and partly not. God understands
all these things and manages mat-
ters according to the counsel of his
will, and hence he provided a way
whereby the people who were then
drowned, who would not listen to
God’s law and who had departed
entirely from the precepts of Jeho
vah, might hereafter have achance
of obeying the laws of life and s=al-
vation. Well, were they not all
teetotally doomed to go and be roast-
ed in flames for ever and ever
Not quite; for we read that Jesus,
when he was put to death in the
flesh, was quickened in the spirit,
hg' which he went and preached to
the spirits in prison that sometime
weie disobedient in the days of
Noah, when once the long-utfering
of God waited upon them in those
days. Hence we see that instead
of being eternally damned Jesus
went to preach the gospel of-life
and salvation to those whom God,
in the days of Noah, swept off by
the flood, in order that he mightin
troduce another stute of things,
ald try to raise up a people whe

| would listen to his laws and obey

his precepls,

The Scriptures say that Jesus
went and preached to the spirits in
prison, the same as he had preach-d
to others ou the earth. What did
he preach? Do the Seriptures say
what he came to preach? Yes,
they say ““he came to preach the
gospel to the poor, to bind up the
broken hearted, to set at liberiy
those who were bound, and to open
the prison doors o the captive.””
That is what he came to de, and he
did it.

We are not connecled with a
something that will exist only for
a few years, some of the peculiar
ideas and dogmas of men, some

Y | nice theory of their forming; the

principles'that we believe in reach
back into eternity, they originated
with the Gods in the eternal worlds,
and they reach forward to theeter-
nities that are to come. We feel
that we are operating with God in
connection with thuse who were,
with those who are,and with those
whoate to come.

We find that after the days of
Noah an order was introduced called
the patriarchal order, in which
every man managed his own fami-
ly affairs, and prominent men
among them were kings and priests
unto God, and officiated in what is
Enown among us as the priesthood
of the Sou of God, orthe priesthood
after the order of Melchizedek.
Man began again to multiply on the
eads of
families became their kings and
priests,that is,the fathersof theirown
people, and they were more or less
under the influence and guidance
of the Almighty., We read, for in-

ingz, not cnly a body or mortal tab-

stanee, in cur révelativns pertyin-

ing to there matters, of a man
called Melchizedek, who was a
great high priest. We are told that
‘‘there weie a great many high
priests in his day, and betore him
and after him;” and these men had
conmmunieation wita God, aund
were taught of him in relation to
their general procecedings, - nd ac-
knowledged the hand of God in all
| things with which they were asso-
ciated. Noah and his descendants,
for a length of time, did that which
was right in the sight of G.ud to a
very great extent, but by and by
they departed from his law, and
Abraham was raised up as a special
agent in the band of the Almighty
to disseminate correct principles
| among the people,an asa medium
through which God would commu-
nicate intelligence and hlessings to
the human family. He went
through a very rigid course of dis-
| cipline, aud was tried in almost
every possible way, until, finally,
he was called upon to offer up his
son; and then, when he attempted
to do that, and the Lord had fully

roved him, the Lord said—*Il

now that Abraham fears me, that
he has not withheld his only son
from me, and I know that he will
conmand his childr-n after him to
fear my name.” Afier God had
tried Abraham he took him on to =
mountain and said unto him—**Lift
up thive eyes eastward and west-
ward, and southward and north-
~eed afler
thee will I give this laud; and in
thee and in thy seed skall all the
families of the earth be blessed.”
That was a great blessicg, and it
placed Abrabam in a most promi-
nent and impertant position before
God, before the people and before
the world. Now, although God
cade that promise unto Abraham,
yet Stephen, who Jived some two
thousaud years afterwards, said that
“God gave him none inheritance in
that land, vo not 80 much as to set
his foot on, yet he
he would give it to him and to his
seed after him.” There wasa some
thing peculiar about all these men
—being in possession of the ever-
lasting pri-sthood, which is with-
out beginning of days or end of
years, they measured things with
the eye of the Almighty, by the
principle of faith, by the knowledge
and iutuition whic-h the Spirit of
God gave them, and the revelation-
which it imparied, and they felt
like one of old who said—* When
# man uies shall he live again? All
the days of my lile to my appointed
time will I wait uniil Lthe change
come.” Inspired by the spirit o
the living God, in
principles of revelation, holding
the keys of the everlusting priest-
hood, which wunlocked the mys-
teries of the kingdom of God, they
lvoked forward and backwaurd, anu
felt that they were a part of Lin
great programme which God de-
sigued to accomplish in regard Lo
the «arth. ‘
mediaie possession of some tem por-
ary good; not for the grasping of
mmelhiug
the time being that they wereanx-
fous; but they were afier riches, ex-
altations, glory and blessings that
would continue *““while life or
thought or beiuyg lasts-or immortal-
ity endures.”

From the loins of Abraham a
great many gieat prophets, seers,
ievelators, men of God, kings, priu-
ces and authorities descended;
an ' they raised up a nstion that
was powerful iu iis day and geuer-
atiou. But they, like others, final-
ly departed from the laws of God
and from the prineciples of e ernal
truth, and then the power of the
Melchizedek priesthood was with-
drawn from them, and the luw wus
added because of transgression, and
although they became a numerous,
great, wealthy, wise and intelli-
gent people, yel they lost for a
lvug time the power, intelligence,
lile and light of .evelatien which
the gospel imparts.

Then came the time when Jesus
appeared on the earth, He was “3a
lamub slain from before the founda-

il

accomplish things which bad been
planned by the Almighty before
the world was. He was the bei

to whom the sautediluvians anuﬁ
Abraham, and Isaac and Jacob,and
the prophets, patriarchs and those
who were filled with the Spirit of
God and the light of revelation re-
ferred to and to whom they looked;
to him poiuted all their sacrifices
and the shedding of the bloud of
bulls and gouts, heifers, lJambs &e.
Jesus introduced the gospel, and if
the people would have received

he taught the Kkingdom of God

ion of the |

1t was not for the -

that they could hold for

tion of the world,” and he came to |

and obeyed the priuciples whieh |

dispensation of the fulness of limu‘
brought in,and in the temple at
Jerusalem the baptisms for the
dead would have gone on and the
redemption of the living and the
dead would have proceeded. But
the people could not receive the
teachings of Jesus. Here was a
dispensation different from any of
the others. |
There was an Elias tocome, who
was to turn the hearts of the chil-
dren to the futhers, and the hearts
of the fathers to the children; and
when it was asked Jesus — ‘‘Art
thou the Ilias which was to
come or do we look for another?”
it was told them, “This is he if ye
can receive it,” But they could
not, and consequently they behead-
ed John the aptist and erucified
Jesus, and it was declared that not
| one stone of their magnificent tem-
ple should be left upon annther
without being thrown down, which
was'iterally fulfilled,and the ground
upon which it stood was ploughed
over. Jesus told his disciples that
{ when they saw “Jerusalem encom-
pas-ed about with armies they
were to flee to the mountains.”
One of the prophets, in speaking of
the affai~s that were then to take
p'ace, said that a certain power
should arise which should make
war with and prevail against the
Saints, and that that power should
seek to change the times and the

en iuto his hauds for a time, and
times and the dividing of times.
Very well, these things have taken
pluce.

We now turn our attemtion to
this continent, and find that God
transplanted a people who were of
the seed of Abraham, from Pales-
tine to this continent. Here the
passed through all kinds of wvici=si-
tudes and changes, sometimes
abounding in iniquity and vice, at
other times full of virtue; some-
times they acknowledged the hand

romixed that | of God and at other times disregard- | the behests of Jehovah.

chast- | God called bim and set him a
by the Almighty and at oiher | he was «bhedient,
on in their|you and I were.

ed it} sometimes they were
ened
times permitted to go

laws, and that they should be giv- |

many things that we talk about,
and unfolded many principles unto
us. But how did he know them?
God called him and set him apart
as he called Noah in his day. and
as he called Enoch, Abraham 2nd
Moses in their day, and as he called
the Prophets aud Jesus in their
day, as he called Nephi, Lehi Mor
oni and Alma in their day upon
this continent. He has called us,
and has introduced to our view cer-
tain principles, and we have been
learning these principles gradually.
The first thing was tu get baptized,
a very simple aflair, a very little
thing, nevertheless it was an ordi-
nance of God, he appointed it, and
we went and were baptized. Then
we had hands laid upon us for the
reception of the Hely Ghost, and
we partook more or less of its influ-
ence, according to our faithfulness
and diligence in keeping the com-
mandments of God,

We had not anything to do with
originating this work; neither had
Josephi Smith, neither had Oliver
Cowdery, nor Brigham Young, nor
any of the Twelve, nor the first
Council, nor the bishops, nor an
other man living. God has his
work to perform, and at the proper
time and in his own way he will
fulfill his own purﬁoaes and bujld
up hir kingdom. He commenced
it at his own time, and he called
Joseph Bmith and gave him revela-
tion. He told him about the an-
clent history of the ple of this
continentand enabled him to trans-
lute it, he gave him a key to all
these things. He could net have
done it without any mere than you
or I could. He was indeb to
God, just as much as you and I are,
and so were his brethren who were
with bim. Joseph Bmith had
many revelations, but who gave
them to him, by what spirit and in-
telligerce were they unfolded and

!

communicated to his mind? God
revealed them to him, he nt)ve ed
en

part
ust the same as
hen the elders

iniquities. At one time there was [of Israel came forth to preach the
# people on this continent who |everlasting Gospel we obeyed it and,

lived for nearly two bundred

years | threugh

obedience, we ol tained

in the fear of God, under the di- | the Spirit of God, and that t sught

rection of his spirit,
| the laws of the
had all things common among
them, and we are informed that
there navfir WaS & more uunited,
ha an rosperous people u

on I:.Ei face 'DIP th up:nrth.p g %
These are some of the changes
that have taken place here, And
now, we are living inanother age
and under other circumstances.
'he world 'is waxing old; myriads
of people have livedg upon it, gen-
eration after generation have come
and gone, sume good, some bad,
some very wicked, rome very righ-
teous; some pure and holy, others
to the contrary, embracing every
Kind,and all the peculiar phases
that have been dﬂvelnged y the
human family. They have come
into existence and they have died,
and what of them? ' What of the
good and what of the bad? What
of the righteous and what of the
unrighteous? What of their stand-
ing before God, and what of the
nations that have existed, that do
exist and that will exist? These
are things, which, as intelligent,
immortal beings, demand our con-
sideration. And what of us as part
of thems? We need to refleet, and
it is proper that we should under-
stand svmething in relation to these
things. We have our part to per-
form. We findgourselves in the
world in this day and age, which is
that which was spoken of by Paul
—‘‘the dispensation of the fulpess
of times, when God would gather
togetherall things in one, whether
they be things in the heavens or
things on the earth.” There is
svomelthing very remarkable, very
peculiar in that expression. What
the gathering is in the heavens it
is not for us 1o say al the present
time; whatthe gathering is on the
earth we bave some little idea of
from the things with which we are
associatcd. There is a peculiarity
about it. As [ said berore, we find
ourselves living in this day, and we
are called upon to perform a cer-
tain work in connection wfth the
{economy and designs of God per-
taining to the earth we live en,
pertaining to ourselves, to our pro-
genitors and to the whole human
family that have existed upon the
face of the earth. Wae are here to
do a certain work which God has
sel us to do, and, as [ have said,we
have had very little to do in bring-
ing about the matter. We did not
originate it. We talk sometimes
about Joeeph Smith, he did not «r-

{

iwwuld bave been establidhend, vhy!igicate it.  He thM usabont a preat

governed by | us into the
gospel, and they | cupy at the present time.

{ The

|

ition which we oc

And now about the gathering,
who understood an{thing about it?
ancient prophets prophesied
about it, but what did we know
about it, or what do the world to-
day know about it? Nothing, only
s it has been revealed. 1f God
had not revealed it we should have
been as ignorant as the rest of man-
kind are. And so we should about
our sealings, and the covemantsthat
men and women make with one
another, that the fools around us
do not comprehend; they think we
are fools, but we know they are;
that is the difference between us.
We know they are ignorant, brut-
ish, foolish and know not God nor
his Jaws, nor the principles of truth;
but we know something about these
things, because God has revealed
them to us.

We heard this morning that this
was a time in which to buiid tem-
ples, and you know that we are
IklP“;l e1 \ zvalgi*d in a ‘Eﬂl‘k of that

ind. 1y are we thus engaged?
{ Is it for our sakes only? God for-
bid., The gospel that we preach is
not for ourselves only. e bhave
not preached it these many years
that we might make money by
it. I bhave travelled a great
many thousands of miles to preach
this pgospel without purse and
scrip, and I see many men around
and before me who have done
the same thing. Was it for
ourselves? No. Was it because it
was pleasant? No, but God had re-
vealed certain principles to us per-
taining to the =alvation of the
world in which we live; he had
commiited a dispensation of the
gospel to us, and it was woe unto
us if we preached not that gospel,
whether we liked it or not., But
we did like it, and we went forth
in the name of Israel’s God, and
God went with us and nanﬂt-‘uned
{ our testimony by his Spirit, and by
the gift of the Holy Ghost. We
could not have done these things or
I will acknowledge that 1 could
not, neither ecould any of my breth-
ren, unless God had been with us,
we had not sufficient faith and in-
telligence; but God imparted his
Spirit, his intelligence and the gift
of the Holy Ghost to the elders of
Igrael, and they went forth bearin
precious seed, the sced of eterna
life, and they came again rejoicing
and bringing their sheaves with
them, and here they are gathered
into the garner. Wuuu im1? For
sureefver? N7, we are, or ouwht to
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