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I1 AUAM happy to have the opportuni-
ty of meeting with the orethren
and to talk over the affairs pertain-
ing to thothe kingdom of god iuin this
conference we are engaged in a
work in which all of us are inter-
ested individually and collectively
it is a work that dinersdiffers from any-
thing else that exists at the present
time on the face of the earth and
in many respects it differs from
anything that ever has existed I1
do not know that we are in any
wise responsible for this or for the
position we find ourselves
the circumstances with which we
are surrounded are not particularly
or specspeciallylally of our own making
nor the principles in whish we be
lieve we have an abiding faith
as we heard referred to this morn
ingin certain principles which have
emanated from the heavens and
we find ourselves on the earth at
this particular time in this pecu-
liar dispensation andand engaged in a
work that is dependent I1 was go-
ing to say altogether upon the al-
mighty and which is part and par-
cel of that programme which exist-
ed in his mind before the world
rolled into existence

there have been diffiedifferentrent despen
lations existing in the various ages
of time asaa thothe purposes of god
bavo rolled on in relation to this
earthearthy all of them more or
took orof the same principles that
have been revealed unto us that is
so80 far as the gospel isia conceconcernedined
but all of them more or less differ-
ing

the first command given to man
was to be fruitful to multiply and
replenish the earth inlil other word i4
an earth hadbad been created and it
was necessary as it had been
brought into existence and man
placed upon it that his seed should
bee propagated that there mightinight
be bodies prepared for spirits to in-
habit

a
that they together might aau

oomcom ceitlin purposes in the
designs of god pertaining to the
creation of the earth

baandby and by we find the people de-
parting from the principles of truth
from the laws of the gospel repudi-
ating the fear of Ggodod grieving liishis
holy spirit and incurring hishits dis-
pleasure then a flood came and
the inhabitantsInhabitant of the world with
the exception of a very few were
swept from it aftenafter the gospel
hadbad been preached to all who then
lived end all had hadbad an op
ty to believe in and obey it A few
of them did do so and lived in the
fear of god and according to the
revelations which we have they
were translated and caught up
they had a separate existence from

who lived upon the earth
andaud occupied thythe positionou of trans-
lated beings and were necessarllaril

Cngovernedoverned by other laws than tlthe
denizensizeris of the earth this wa

one peculiarity of the dispensation
before the flood then came the
flood which many people unac-
quaintedquain ted with things as they exist-
ed in the bosom of god and with
his purposes and deignsC consider0
was a great eruecrueltyI1 ty an act of ty-
ranny evincingwincing a spirit of outrage
and cipresoppressionslonsion upon the inhabi-
tants of the world skepticssceptics masonreason
in this manner sometimes the only
reason af their cavillicavillingtigilg being that
they do not understand god or hishia
laws and designs in relation to the
earth and the inhabitants that liveliv e

i

upon it and being ignorant of these
things they aroaio not competent
judges as to the fitness of things
generallyenera Y andnd tha coursecoune pursued
y the almighty inlri relation to the

inhabitantschabi ats of tho earth hence
they arrive at all kinds of foolish
conclusions the fact Is there were
certain ideas connected with the
destruction of thetho world that were

proper and merciful manroodrindind had committed unto them
certain powers among whichwiitwilt clicil was
thothe power to peperpetuate their own
species of which they could not ac-
cording to the laws of nature be
deprived while jiving and aney
had a certain agency of their own
which they could act upon and
the people who were destroyed in
the flood had eeparteddeparted from thetile
laws of god man has a dual be-
ing nutnot onlyeniy a budy or burtalmurtal tabteab

ernacle atibibi a spirit and that spirit
existed before he came here andaud
if men before the flood had been
allowed to go on in their iniquities
and if with every thought and im-
aginationaginagitationagi nationatit

i

m of thetheirir hearts which
were all unlawful and evil aney
hadad been allowedallom ed to perpetuate
that kind of existence of course
god would have bad very little to
do with the operations of the earth
and the inhabitants thereof it
would therefore have been unjust
to0 the spirits created by ourowr father
inn the eternal worlds to force them
to0o come and inhabit the degener-
ated bodies which they must have
received from such characters as
the generation drowned in the flod
and hence god took away their
agency by destroying them fromfrow
the facerace orof the eartcart because they
were prostituting their powers to
an improper use and not only in-
juring themselves by defying the
law of god but also inflicting an
evil aponupon unborn genegenerationsradons by
perverting their own existence and
by their powers of procreation en-
tailing misery upon millions of
9spirits1 1rits that had a just right to look
roforr protection from their father
the almighty therefore took thimthis
awful method to redressdressn this aggra-
vated wrong and he had a right to
do it why our act
upon that principle a good deal I1
was talking to one of them a little
while ago who had a large flock orof
sheep and he told me that he had
got some better stock and was go-
ing to killhill oiloft the poor ones inn onier
that liebe might raise only good stock
and atal better breed teanillan he then
had I1 suppose that god hadbad as
muchtouch right to do this hsas sheepscheep
raisers and cattle raisersrahem have
landand thus by cutting off that
wicked generation from the earth
he deprived them of thethie priv-
ilege of propagating theirthein own spe-
cies antiand what then ohob they
were all damned no they were
not quite yes they were in part
and partly not god understands
all these things and manages mat-
ters according to the councounselcouncelhelhei of his
will and hence he provided a way
whereby thetiie people who were then
drowneddrow liedtied who would not listen to
gods law and ghobadwho had departed
entirely from the precepts of beho
vailvali might hereafter have a chance
of obeying the laws of lireilfe and sal-
vation

al
wellweli were they not all
doomed to foaudgo and berdishbe roast-

ed iuin flames for ever and ever
notnut quite for we read that jesus
when liehe was put to death in the
fleshshwaswas quickened in the spirit
ttyityy which lie went and preached to
the spirits in prisonon that sometime
weloeloeio disobedient in the days of
noah when once the I1
of god waited upon them in those
days hence weseewe see that instead
of being eteeternallyanally damned jesresujeujesuu 4

went to preach the gospel
and i salvationalvatlon to those whom god
in the days of noah swept oxoff kbthe flood in order that he might in
traduce another statestale of thingthingsQ
andund try to raise up a people whitwho
would listen to his laws and obey
his precepts

the scriptures say matthat jesusjesu
went and preached to thothu spirits in
prisonpilson tile ameamo as liehe had breacht d
lo10 others ouon thetile earth what did
liehe preachbreauh do the scriptures sayay
what he came to preach yesyeeat
they sayaayay hohe camucarnu to preach the
gospel to the poor to bind up the

hearted to set at liberty
those who were0 bound and to open
the prison doors 0 the captivetajit is what he camocame todotiddo and liehe
didatdid it

weve are not connected with a
something that will exist only for
a few yeats some of the peculiar
ideas and dogmas of men some
nice ttheoryleo y 0off their forming the
prprinciplesiniina pies thatilatt we believe in reach
babaekbackck into eternityt ranity they originated
with the gods inlri the eternal worlds
and they reach forward to the eter-
nities that are to come we feel
that we

i are operating with god in
conneconnectionaction with thosethusa who were
with those who are and with those
chowe to come

wowe nindflud that after thothe days of
noah an order was introduced calcaicalledled
the patriarchal order in which
every man managed his own fami-
ly affairs and prominent men
among them were kings and priests
unto gotgod and officofficiatedlatualatea in what is
known amamongong uus as the priesthood
of the solbou of godgod or the priesthood
after thetho order of
man began again to multiply on the
face of the earth and the heads of
families became their kings and
priests that esthe fathersonfather theirown
people and they werevetoverovere more or leieslessless
under the influence and guidance
of the almighty wowe read for in
tance in dbrurr ruI1

ingling to thesethebe matters of a man
called who was a
great high priest we are told that

there a great many high
priests in his day andnud belorebefore him
antiand after maudmandhimand these menmert had
communication bitiwiti god and
were taughtaught of him in relation to
their general proceedings endnd ac-
knowledged the handhaud otof bodgod in all
things with which they were asso-
ciated noah and his descendants
for a length of time did that which
was right in the sight orof godgdG d to a
very great extent but by and by
they departed from hishid law and
abraham was raised up as a special
agent in the haudhnud of the almighty
to disseminate correct principles
among the people auan as a medium
through which god would commu-
nicate intelligence and blessingsblessing to
the human family he went
through a very rigid course of dis-
ciplineci andantl was tried in almost
everyevely possible way until flitallyfinally
hebe was called upon to offer up his
son and then when hebe attempted
to do that and the lord had fully
proved him the lord mid 11 I
know that abraham fears me that
im has not withheld his only sollsoil
from me and I1 know that hebe will
eolncolncolumansmaudmand his childr n after him vit
fear my namenaine after god had
tried abraham he took liimbim on to a
mountain and saidsald unto him illetalit
up thine eyes eastward audnud west-
ward and southward and north-
ward for to thee and thy reed after
thee willvIIIlii I1 giau this laud and in
thee and in thy seed shall all the
damlifamilcamillerifamililewilerieftest of the earth be blessed
that was a great blezblem singslog and it
placed abraham in a most promi-
nent and important position before
god before the people andaud before
the world now although god
made that promis tf unto abraham
yet stephen who lived some two
thousand years afterwards said that

god guve him none inheritance inlil
that land ijono not so much as to set
his foot on yet liehe promiseded that
heubeu would give it to him and to his
seedreed after him there was a somebome
thing peculiar about all thee men

being in possession of the ever-
lasting which is with-
out beginningbeginning of days or end orof
years they measured things with
the eye of the almighty by the
principle of falthfaith by the knowledge
and intuition whit h the spirit orof
god gave themathem andiidtid the revelation
which it Impimpartedim panedartedaried and they felt
like one of old who saidbald 11 aben
a man ulesulus shall he live again all
the days of myuly lileille to my appointedappointetleti
timethue will I1 walwat until thuihu change
conecoine 11 inspired by the spirit uiop

tilethe living god inlii possession orof the
princprineprinciplespiesples of revelation holding
the keys of the everlasting priest-
hood

est
which unlocked the mysmas

teriesteries of the kkingdomii dom of god they
looked forward audnud backward anuantl
felt that they were a paitpaitonof UKtbt
gietgleitglet iamme which god 10lode
figued to in regard to
theth artheartht it waswag potputlot i

forforthetiletiieLlie iluitu
mediate possession of someme tempor-
ary gogoodd I1 notnut for the grasping of
something thatthao they could boidbold foifok

the timealine being that they gereauxwewerereauxanx-
ious but they wrevotevreveto afterafier richesitches ex-
altationsaltaaita dons gairy and blessings that
would continue while life or
thought or belag lastslaats or immimmortal-
ity

ortal
enduresen duiesdules

from wetile loinsjoins of abraham a
great many greatgt at prophets seeseers

of god rinkinkings prin-
ces

r it
and authorities deamdebtendedd

an f they rahrabraideded up a nutionnation that
was powerful liia lisils day and gener-
ation but they like others final-
ly

anal-
ly departed from the laws of god
and from the principles of derral
truth and then the power of the

priesthood was with-
drawn from them and the law wa
added because of transgression and
MI thoughalthough they became a numerous
great wealthyliylly wise and intelli-
gent people yet they joist norfor a
long time the power intelligence
lifeilfe and light of ovelation which
thoth gospelgopel imparts

then came the time when jesus
appeared unon the earth he was a
lakub from before tiiethe founda-
tion of the world and liehe came to
accomplish things which bad been
planned by thuthe almighty before
the world was he was the being
to whom the antediluvians anuana
abraham and isaac and jakobandjakobandJacotandbandband
the prophets patriarchspatriarchs and those
who were filledfille with the spirit of
god and the light of revelation re-
ferred to and to whom they looked
to him pointed all their sacrificessat orifices
and the shedding of the blood of
bulls and goat 1 hellerheilerli si lambs ac
jesus introduced the gospel and if
the people would have received
audand obeyed the principles whitchihit
he taught the klugkingkingdomjontjoni of god
waldwaid haamu bebetibetlan hti W

dispensation of the fulden of times
brought in and in the temple atati
jerusalem the baptisms for thelthe
deadawu would have gone on and the
redemption of the living and the
deadecd d would have proceeded but
the people could not receive the
teachings of jesus here was a
dispensation daffedifferentforit from any of
the others

there was an ellaseilas to come who
was to turn the hearts otof the chil-
dren to the fatfutfathersbersherr and the hearts
orof the fathersfathera to the children undand
when it wawai a- edaked jesus art
thou the elias which was to
come or do we look for another
it was told them thisthia is he irif ye
can receive it but they could
not anclanci consequently they behead
ed johnjohei the baptist and crucified
jeusjesus and it wasvasyas declared that not
oneone stonestane orof their magmagnificentent tem-
ple should bobe left upon atloatioanothertherlher
without being thrown downown which

ally fulfilled and ground
upon which it stood was ploughedsloughedhed
over jesus told hisbis disciples that
when they saw jerusalem encom-
passed about with armiesarmlee they
were to deebee to the mountains
one orof the prophets in speaking of
the annalsannals that were then to take
place saidsald that a certain power
should arise which shoud make
wv with and prevail against the
saintsfaints and that that power should
seek to change the times and the
lawslawr andanti that they should be giv-
en into hisbis hands for a time and
times and thetile dividing of limestimestunes
very well these icings have taken
placeplum

we now turn our attention to
this continent and find that god
transplanted a people who were of
the seed of abraham from pales-
tine to this continent here they
passed through all kinds of vicissi-
tudes and changes sometimes
abounding in iniquity and vice utat
other times full of virtue some-
times they acknowledged the handhaud
of god and at other times disregard
ededitit sometimes they were chastenezened by the almighty and at 0oherher
timeslimes permitted to go onont in their
iniquities atone time there was
a ppeopleeopfoo on this continent who
livelivedd for nearly two hundred years
in the fear of god under thothe di-
rection of his spirit governed by
the laws of the gospel and they
had all things common among
them antiand we are informed that
I1 thermhene never was a more united
happy and prosperous people up-
on ohoono face of the earth

these are some of the changes
that have taken place herebere and
nownov we are living in another age
and under other circumstances
rhefhe world is waxing old myriads
of people have livedjived upon it gen-
eration afterfeffer generation havenave come
and gone sumefume good some bad
some very wicked pomebome very righ-
teous some pure and holy othersothena
to the contrary embracing every
kindhidk and all therthee peculiar phases
that have been cevelodevelopedtaveed by the
human family they have come
into existence andaud they have died
andund what of them what of the
goad and what of the bad what
of the righteous and whatbahof of the i

unrighteous what of thentheir stands
ing beforedefore god and what of the
nations that have existed that do
exist and that will exist these
are things which asits intelligent
immortal beings demand our con-
sideration and what ofofusus as part
orof them we need to reflect and
it Iss proper that we should tinderlinder

something in relation to these
things wowe have our part to per-
form we ninfin ourselvesselves in the
world in thistills davdayda andaud age which is
thalihal which was spoken orof by paul

ahethe dispensation of the fulfuifalnessnessi
of times when god would gather
togethertogetherallaltnit things in one whether
tileythey be things in the heavens or
things on the earth there is
something very remarkable very
pepeculiarpecullarcullarculiar inid that expression what
the gathering id I1iufa the heavens it
is not for us to say at the present
time what the gathering is on the

dearthbartil we have some little idea of
from the things with which we are
associated there is a peculiarity
about it As I1 saldsaid before we find
ourselves living in this day and we
are called upon to perform a cer-
tain work in connection wath the
economy and designs of god per-
taining to the earth wowe live onen
pertaining to ourselves to our pro
genitorsgeni tors audatad to the whole human
family that havehavo existed upon the
face of the earth we aroparo here to
do a certain work which god has
set us to do and asaa I1 have saidee
have hadbad very little to do in bring-
ing about the matter we did not
originate it we talk sometimes
about joeeph smith lie did not r
mglsininluin itir hoirb ibm usug a gmgreatt

nanymany things that wowe talk about
and unfolded many principlesps unto
us but how did hebe know them
god called him and set him apart
asa he called noah in hishla day and
as lie called enoch abraham a nd
moses in their day and asaa liehe called
the prophets alidald jesusjesua in their
day ashe called nephi
oni and ainia in their day upon
this continent he has called uads
and has introduced to our view eer
tain principleprinciples and we have bebe
learning these principles gradually
the tintfint thing was tuto get baptized
a very affair a very little
thing nevertheless it was an ordi-
nance pfaf god he appointed it and
we went and were baptized thenthell
we hadbad hands laid upon usils for the
reception of the holy ghost and
we partook more or less of its influ-
ence according to our faithfulness
and dillgencen keeping therowthe coolcoal jr
mand ments of god

we had not anything to do with
originating this work neither had
joseph smith neither had oliver
cowdery nor brigham young nor
any of the twelve nor the first

nor the bishops nor any
other man living god has his 1

work to perform andund at the proper
time and in his own way he will
fulfill his own purposes and bubuildeidbid
up hlhi kingdom he commeniacommcommencedenid
it at his own time and helie called
joejoseph smith and gave him reteia
giop he told him about the an-
cient history of theohe people of this

enabled himbim to trans 5

lutelate it liehe gaveguve him a key to all
these things he could not have
done it without any more than you
bror I1 could he was indebted tottux
god just as muchasmuch as you and I1 are
and so were his brethren who were
with him joseph smith hadbad
many reverevorevelationslations but who pavegave
them tolo him by what spirit and in-
telligencetelligence were they unfolded and
communicated to his mind god
reverevealed them to him he obeyed
the behestsbehesta of jehovah when
god called himbim and set him apart
he was obedient just the fame as
you and I1 were when the elders
of israel came forth to preach the
everlasting gospel we obeyed it and
through obedience we obtained
the spirit of god wandwind that 1 ought 1

usua into the position which wowe odoc
cupy at the present time ay

and now about the gathering
who understood anything about 1itt
the ancient prophets prophesied
about it but whatwhit did wevo know
about it or what do the world 16to
day knowisnow about it nothing oddly
kshs it has been Tevenrevealedled if god
had not revealed it we should have
been as ignorant asaa the rest of inan
kind are and so we should about
ourwr sealingslingi undand the edvecovenantsnants that
mennien and women make with oneont al
another that the fools around us
todo not comprehend they think we
are fools but we knownow they arearv
thatisthatthab is the difference between us 1

wevve knowkinow they are ignorant brut
ishsit foolish and know not god noranor
bhisIs laws nor the principles of truth 2
bbut we know something about thesethesie
thingmidge because god has revealed
them to us

we heard this morning that this
was a time in which to build tem-
ples and you know that we aroare
now evenragedraged in a work of thatthit
kind why are we thus engaged
laIs it for our shakes only godgad for
bid the gospel that imprewe preachachisis
not for ourselvesourselves only we bavehave
not preapreachedclied it these many years
that we might makemaile money by
it I1 hayehave travelled a great
many thousands of milesmies to preach
this adgospel4pelpei without purse and
scrip andaud I1 ee many memmer around
and before me who have done
the same thing was it for
ourselvesoui selves noko was it because it
was pleasantpleaspiearant no but god had re
healed certain principles to us pperer

to the salvation of tthehe
world in which we live he hadbad
committed a di pe nati of the
gospel to us and it was woe unto
us itif we preached not that gospel
whether we liked it or not but
we did like it and we went forth
in14 the name of Israisraelseilielli god and
god went with uyut and sanctioned
our testimony by MAhi spirit and by
the gift of the holy ghost we
could not havhave edonedone these things ofor
I1 will acknowledge that I1 could
not neither could any of my breth
ren unless god had been with us
wowe had not sufficient faith and in-
telligencetelli gence but god imparted his
spirit his intelligence nudand the gift
or the holy ghost to the elders of
israel and they went forth bearinbearing
precious seed the seedsred of eternaeternal
life and they came again rejoicing
and bringing their with
them and here theythes nirnie gathered
into thesthe arnergarner wras itiill for

96NI weNM areatear 6r might totb


