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the terre haute ind cowsette

has the annexed pointed editorial
the decision of the supreme court

of the united states affirming the con-
stitutionality of the abet of concongressorress
confiscating the property of the mor-
mon church is the most dangerous
menace or rather the deadliest stab to
religious freedom that has ever been
witnessed in this country carried to
its legitimate conclusion it clothes
congress with a power which an irre-
sponsible tyrant would hardly dare to
use for fear of dynamite to confis-
cate the ehchurchu ach goikproperty of a people
who believe the book of mormon waswaa
divinely inspired carries with it the
right when congress pleases to con-
fiscate the church property or other
propertyproperpropertytr for that matter of people
who bebelieve the old and new testa-
ment are inspired or the properpropertytyl of
those who do not believe they are in
alired

this interpretation of the constitu-
tion is itself unconstitutional

it is contrary to the fundamental
idea of freedom and the rights of man
it is a scandalous outgustvgIvin to our0u
thinking the court must be reor-
ganized

rr
or the constitution must be

changed
mormonism in our opinion is a

snare and a delusion a nightnightmaremiLre of a
religion a fraud and a cheat in its in-
ception and foolishness in its practice
but the right of those who hold that
faith tois as sacred as the right of aanyin
man to hold to his faith and this earrkearth
Is going to rival hell if we begin quar-
reling with one another in a deadly
way about our respective faiths our
only safety and the right and the
decent and the just thing to do is to
let every human being hold whatever
religious belief he pleases whether
a person thinks there is a god or
a godgd whether he thinks he ought to
be worshiped in thisthir that or the other
way or in no way at all whetherwhet herTiehe
thinks there is or a heavenheaveu or a
hell whether be thinks he has or
a soul is his own look out and nobody
elsea for our part we would rather
stand in the shoes of therthe man who
honestly thought that what shall
prove to be the wildest guess was the
true belief provided he lets otherother
people alone in their beliefs than in
the shoes of the bestbeat guesser at the
mymysteriesseries of life and death but who
was inn with this devils doc-
trine that it was his buxbusinessiness and for
the lords sake to steal the property
of that other

polygamy is not mormonism it is
an overt act of mormonscormons and against
the laws punish the polygamist
but punish him in his personperon to
take even his proppropertyeityty is to steal and
stealing never wasconstitutional I1 I1

this is from that vigorous cham-
pion of equal rights the alexandria
va cassetteGlazeae

the VU S supreme court last week tem-
porarilyporarily vacated its mandate to escheat the
properly of the mormon church to theunitedunited states government in order that
some means might be found by which thatproperty could be returned to these whose
monemoneyy had bought it with a provision thatit should8 h not be used for propagating themormon religion and yet the first amend-
ment that was made to the constitution of
the united states declares that concongressess
shallhall make no law respecting an establish-
mentent of religion or prohibiting the free ex-
ercise thereof 1 in the first treefree legislature
of virgiiniavirgiaiaVirgVirgi iBiaisia 1776 religion was made free
chieflyn nJ oyby reason of a memorial from thepresbyteryytery of hanover which declaredtherere is no argument in favor of estab-lishing the christian religionbeligioi but what may
be pleaded for establishing the tenets
of mohammed by those wo believe in thekoran now the mohammedan like themormon religion sanctions polygamy the

decision of the court shows how easy it has
become to override a plain provision of the
organic law of the land and the general aeac
quiescenceu1 essence in that decision shows the great
lo10changehaage that has taken place in public
opinion on the particular subject referred
to since the establishment of the govern-
ment

the new haven conn beregister
gives details of the ewecase and says

the language of the constitution upon
this point is br ef and simple beetsectionon 38
article IV prprovidesovies that dongresscongress shall
have power to dispose of andand make all
needful rules and regulations respecting
the territory or other property b longing to
the united states the supreme court
assumesumes that the territories are the prop-
erty of the united states and that congress
has the right to breakebreak up ananyL corporation
which it has reason to belebelievevais subversive
to the laws of the country the differencefereneedif
of opinion among the justices was as to
whether congress could legally go as far as
to confiscate property in order to secure
the enforcement of lawlaw this is a vevery1

nice point and one that many laymen aulwul
disagree upon the general sentiment of
the country is unanimous upon the desir-
ability of crushing out polygamy no oreone
disputes that it ought never to navehave been
allowed to gain a foothold upon our soil
the espousal by the mormonscormons of this UL
lawful practice has made that church cor-
dially hated and yet it may be and is
questioned whether it is right to go soBO far
as to conlisconfiscatecate the propertypropertyperty oilof the church
eocorporationoration A ratrather

gro
er dangerous prece-

dentde is establishestestablishedablished which might possibly
lead to bad results in the future and to the
substantial overthrow of free religion we
have always held that it would be better to
attain the desired results in some other

0way

the hutchinsonHutchi neon kan news
reasons in this way

while there is nothing about the mor-
monon church to commend it to the sym-
pathy of an intelligent public it is not cer-
tain what the effect of a confiscation of itsproperty maymav be or to what extent the
same decision may apply to the property ofafother churches held torfor other purposes
than worship and burial there ateaie some
very wealthy churches in the united states

churches holding in fee simple ten times
as much property as the mormon church
held and the right to holdbold it has never been
questionede stinned by the judicial authorities of thewaunitedni ted states while the same principle of
escheat of all excess over an above
and property held for worship and burial
purposes may not be held to apply to them
it will be a hard matter to explain satisfac-
torily to the mormon why it should not
and by what constitutional authoraauthority con-
gress and the courts apply to one denomi-
nation

nomi
a principle it doesdees not apply to

all
scores of articles are headed acaA

death bia to mormonism the
nonsense of this is perceivedived by
some mensensiblesible writers amoamongng them
the editor of the toledo ohio own
mercial who hits this notion therol
owinglowing death blow

polygamy we are told has obtained
another deathblowdeath blow the latest is said to
be more deadadeadly in its effects than any pre-
vious death glowblow the first death blow
visited on the mormon religion fell upon
the prophet joseph smith at nauvoo ills
and from that time to this polygamy has
gone on growing and thriving on deathagneblowsow a it will be no surprise to the corncon
mercial to see a boom in the proselyte mar-
ket as a direct result of the new death war-
rant lately pronounced upon that thrice
unhappy institution A proclamation of
religious liberty possibly would be as severe
a blow on the mormon religion as the state
could inflict and one which in time would
doubtless eradicate itsAs loathsome criminal
features po agamy as practiced by the
latter day saints Is a religious rite and
therefore to a certain extent compulsory
with the adherents of stt joe smiths theory
of saving souls but with the legal right
to accept or reject the degrading forms it
would fall into innocuous and
soon die out As the blood of the martyr
is the seed of the church mormonism has
lived and thrived upon its death bowsblows 11

we notice that among all the en-
dorsementsdor of the action of the su

arfpremeMe Courtcourt on this questionquee tion that
have appeared in the public prints
none of them are made on legal or
constitutional grounds they are
all prompted by that predjudice
which is born of ignorance and be
gotten by bigotry and justified by
what is supposed to be public expe-
diency the editors of the united
states ought to pause and reflect be
fore offering a word of encourage-
ment to any judicial body which
suffers itself to be turned out of the
straight and proper way of strict
law and equity and ledld into the
broad but deadly road of popular
sentiment and unreasoning clamor

CENSUS QUERIES

MUCH complaint Isie heard over
some of the questions which the
census enumerators ureire required to
ask of the people when they make
their visits it is not everybody
who feels willing to describe ail-
ments and diseases from which he
may be suffering or to tell whether
certain members of the family are
idiotic or Ininsanesiane some people
however will take delight in de-
scribing their bodily
will deluge the enumerators with a
flood of descriptive matter asan to
their aches and pains and disorders

in order to modifymod i fy to some extent
the opposition which this feature of
the census investigation has
aroused census superintendent
porter has issued instructions
to the enumerators to simply
note upon the returns the fact
of a refusal to answer the
person refusing will then be served
with a circular from washington
which he can fill out and return
this will save the necessity of
exposing matters which people
desire to keep private from a neigh-
bor or prying person who may hap-
pen to be an anumenu mitortor and also
save the necessity ofif imposing any
fineane

in response to questions from
newspaper correspondents superin-
tendent has stated that enu-
meratorsmera tors have been instructed to be
polite and not to press any question
which people decline to answer
Wwhenhen the person so refusing re-
ceives the circular that will be sent
it will be returned in a sealed en-
velope and he explained the
papers illIII be thrown in with thou-
sands perhaps mUlmillionslons of others
and put through the machine as if
there were no personal significance
attached to them

he said further tfif any one so
appealed to still retrefusesuses I1 have no


