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firstfirs party at green river and the last at
thetho south pass theychey reached here that
fall and lived inift the fort that winter en-
la

on-
la

en-
largingoniaeniala ing itby enclosing about thirty acres
mmomemore land

there were both uteuto and shoshoneShoshone indi-
ans in thetiie mountains and they were said
to bobe hostile it was our policy from thetho
start to place ourselves in a state of pro-
tection and far as they were con-
cerned and then by a course ofjustice and
uprightness boto maintain friendly relations
witwithbAhemthem

on leaving the Missmissourionri river it was con-
sidered necessary for everymanevery man to take
threebree hundred pounds of breadstuff for

each one of hisbis flamilyfamily also hshis seed grain
and implements of husbandry and arms
and ammunition foeforforron the jojourneyumer it was
the understanding among our people that
no man should start withwih less but a greatgreab
anany of thothe Mississippi company portions
of the battalion and some others came in
here almost without provisionsprovision youyon could
aeoseo the people turn out of the fort in the
morning and go over these hills and with
their little sticks or spades dig the sego and
thistle roots or anything and everything
that the wild indians could subsist upon

there was a i retty general feeling of re-
joicing among our enemies in the states
who hadbad driven us away that we had
got into the mountains wherev eroere tthereere was
aeryevery likelihoodod of us pperishingr ing for they
expected that under tthe0 straitenedtr circum-
stances in which we should be placed we
should break up and perish however our
organization was complete and the division
of breadstuff and other provisions was car-
ried on to the nicest extent A very largo
field south of this city was put under culti-
vation with a fence eleven miles long the
mountains on one side and the fence on the
other the streams wirew re turned from their
beds into different parts of this field and
there seemed to be somesome prospectsr ofaofa crop
but myriads of great bblackblaekaek crickets with
voracious appetites came down from the
mountains and devoured the growing crops
and tons of thousands of young nursery
trees which had been planted and were
promising to do well the brethren fought
these foes with every imaginable device
they cut ditches and turned the water into
them thinking that would stop their pro-
gress but the crickets were smart enough
to cross them they would cross a cconsider-
able stream and they devoured everything
before them and it seemed as if thothe colony
must perish for it was nearly out of provi-
sionslons and what little was growing was
being devoured after all efforts to destroy
heebeeheohev pestaposts dadllad been baffled and pronounc-
ed hopeless god in his mercy sent pullsgulig
and they devoured them it wasway reregardedcrded
by the people as a dispensadispensationtion of troalprovi-
dence and ssingularly11 arlyariy enough these gulls
have not visited us since or but very few
of them on that occasion however they
destroyed the crickets they would eatcat
until filled and then vomiting them theychev
would eatcat again and so continued until
they entirely cleared thothe fieldsfieldi the crick-
ets have sometimes made their appearancee
and injured the crops iuin places sincosince that
timedine but never to so great an extent

notyot understanding the method of
ttionion much of the wheat that was sown ahe
first year hadbad to be pulled by handband the
straw was so short that it could not be cut
it ripened unevenly too owing to improper
wateringterin g all these difficulties were over-
come as the system of irrigation which
had to be learned by experience became
better understood

it may seem strange to many to realize
tha teven now every treotree and bush not ex-
ceptingn the smallest currant or gooseberry
bush haveeave their little ditch or watercoursewater course
from which they draw their moisture and
support

the second year of the settlement here
the numbers were increased by the arrival
of a thousand wagons and by that time it
began to be necessary to have some system
of government established up to that
time every man had done about what was
right in his own eyes of course there
werewera regulations etexisting amongst us but
very little time or thought was devoted to
them the representatives of the people
came together in a convention of delegates
and organized what was called the provi-
sional government of the state of deseret
our settlements hadbad begun to increase
that is outside settlements had been formed
in davisbavis county a small one in weber
county and another one in utah coucountylity
wowe hadbad brought the flag of the united
states with us and had raised it while this
country was m-exican territory wo adopt-
ed a constitution republican in form and
sent our delegates to washingtonI1 to ask
admission into the union as a state under
our constitution we organized the execu-
tive1 legislative and judicial departments of
a stastateto government the people elected a
governor judges and members of the
kegleglegislature the latter convened and organ
qedzed counties and precincts incorporated

i ivil and criminal codes which
still form tbthee basis of the laws of thetho terri-
tory the question may arise in some

how did wowe support our olliofficerscers
we acted upon the principle of retrench-
ment thothe governor had no salary the
judges had no salary the members of the
legislature had no salary they all served
gratuitously for thetiie love of their country
and they did as much deliberative work as
was necesary the general assembly of
deseret adopted a rule that any mommemberterler
who was not punctual in attendance should
be fined the fundfand thus raised was expend-
ed in furnishing wood candles and brooms
caecaceachb member furnished his own stationery

A tax was assessed and enough thereof
used to keep up the public records the
principal amount was expended in devel-
oping the country two bridges worewere con-
structedted across the jordan alniverriverver by thetho
deseret government bridges were also
built across the provo weber and ogdonogdan
rivers and roads through thothe mountains
were constructed they also built the state
house now occupied by the university
and occupied it as a legislative hall

in the year 18491819 a vast number of people
passed through herehero en route for california
inia search of gold for that tallionba ofwhich
I1 have spoken had found while there thothe
precious metal and nearly all thothe world
ran crazy after it I1 honestly believe that
thousands of persons would have utterly
perished on the plains if it had not been for
the assistance and supplies received while
passing through our settlements they
started across thetho continent without know-
ing how to provide themselves with an
outfit hundreds and thousands of them
have reached this city almost naked and
barefoot and though our supplies worewere
scanty wo shared what wowe had with them
and BOso saved their lives thejourney across
the plains at that time was a very trying
one and it took prettyretty good mormonscormonsMormons to
perform it withoutwithout quarreling gentiles
could hardly do it many of theirthein com-
panies wouldWouid quarrel soon after starting
and a company that started a hundred
strong would divide into fifties or thirties
and then in tenstons and fives and by the time
they got to the california mountains and
frequently by the time they got over these
mountains therethero would bobe two in a wagon
and had theythov not been afraid of indians
they would havo divided and made two
carts of theirchoir wagon the officers of the
deseret government wereware frequently ap-
pealed to to settle their quarrels and diffi-
cultiesealculties and in evoryevery case where it was pos-
sible they would induce the parties to
compromise by telling them how quickly
they could make immense fortunes in gold
if thoythey would not stop hero and quarrel

Wwhilelo10 passing through the trials and
difficulties which I1 have recounted thothe
latter day saints attended their meetings
observed their fast days and contributed
their offeringsonn brings to thothe poor and as early as
1849 thetho firstfinst year after their arrival here
in which thoythey were able to control means I1

they in fulfillmentfulfilment of their covenant to help
to gathorgather those left behind placed at the
disposal of the presiding bishop edward
hunter nivefive thousand dollars in gold with
which to return to the states to bobe used
for emigrating those who neomeaneeded assistance
there wereweno some there perhaps who
had a team but could not raise thetho flour
necessary for thetho journey another could
go if hohe had an ox another could start if
hohe could only get thothe iron to put the tires
on his wagon and in this way the bishop
wasvas enabled with this small sum of money
to extend the necessary aid to hundreds

the manner in which wowe formed our
companies was particularly characteristic
when a company was formed coneonconsistingsistino
say ofof fifty wagons it was inspected bby a
committee who would see that eeachh wagon
was provided with the required outfit A
blacksmith and such other mechanics as
were deemed necessary formed part of each
company and when fully organized they
moved out by tenstons changing positions inm
the line from time to time so as to give all
an esqequal chancochance of thothe road at night they
formed corrals sent out watches to buardguard
the cattle and to restrain any who might
be so disposed from wandering about so
that noperson was ever lost andanu very few
cattle it seems almost incredible to tell
of the safe manner in which they traveled
through this strict organization while
other companies of emigrants were subject
to losses and dangers many of them wan-
dering off and were never heard of again
in all these camps of thetho saints nothing of
the kind was ever known meetings
were held every sabbath day saturdays
were usually doroteddevoted to washing1 repairing
wagons ac and every usefulI vocation
that could babe followed on the route under
the circumstances was engaged in the
moment a camp stopped some would be
mending shoes the blacksmith would
put up his bellows and go to work at his
trade knitting audand sowingsawing and even weav-
ingin were0 all carried on and in this way thefgfeelingellin of which thothe oregon people com-
plainedp wasw not manifested 3 wro telatold by
a nianman from oregon that no man or wo-
man could cross these plainspi I1 s without being
brutalized but thothe fact is in relation to us
that thothe of cultivated humanity
of peace order and harmony existed in tthee
calcaicampap of the saints as much as in any set-
tlement in the world

the irrigation system which wowe havehavo
been compelled to adopt here renders
small tracts eflandof land a necessity I1 know
that I1 felt quite indignant at the national
government when she gave such immense
tracts of land to the people of oregon for
settling that country which is five times
better than ours and she would not give
us anything I1 havohave since comocome to thetho con-
clusion thatthai that was effected by thothe over-
ruling providence odtheof tile almighty ifwo
had had immense tracts of land donated to
us by settling on them wowe should have
been exposed to indians and should have
been unable to irrigate these tracts to
irrigateirriggatogate a tract of landlaud men havohave to com-
bine to construct the water ditches and
dams sometimes a hundred are necessary
sometimes fifty may do it and sometimes
four or fitefirefisfitfi t e hundred aretire required accord-
ing to thetho condition and location of the
landlaud aandnd underlinder no circumstances here

can one man without wealth to hire attend
to the I1irrigationarigation ofaof a tract that in other
parts of this country would be considered
a moderate sized farm under these ccir-
cumstances

I1 r
cumstances a great portion ofour farmers
cultivate only from five to twenty acres of
land this is the rule they who cultivate
more are the exceptions and in this way
only can we till our land properly and
protect ourselves from the indians

in september 1850 congress passed an
act organizing utah into a territory and
thothe nextnest season they sent us a batch ofoffi-
cers mr fillmore appointed brigham
young governorhe having led the people
hither and having beengeen governor ofDeseret
the restodtheofthe officersofficer sith the exception ofaofa
marshal I1 think neroveroNwereerocro appointed east
they came hero most of them opened their
eyes looked at the deserts and were dis-
gusted from what I1 could icamloam a portion
ofof them had been sent to getgot them out
of the way as they were troublesome
when they got here they raised iaa howl
among this class were judges brocchus and
brandeberry and secretary harris they
raised a tremendous howl calling on the
government to send fivelive thousand men to
destroy the mormonscormonsMormons harrisnarris had broughtht
monomonemoney to pay the legislature but he took
it basbazbaekback with him what hohe did with it I1 do
not know but hohe djadhadiddia not pay the legisla
lature they met nohoweverwever and organized
the territorial government and have held
annual sessions ever sincosince and so strictly
in accordance with the principles of justice
havohave they legislated that thetho congress of
the united states has exercised to
disapprove of only one achand their course
on that occaoccooccasion was anlyan act of persecu-
tion to the latter day saints this is a
record of which any territory may be
proud A portion of that act I1 believe
provides that no religious or benevolent
institution in thetho Territerniterritoriestories of the united
states shall own over fifty thousand dol-
lars worth ofproperty bowllowi do not suppose
that the ororganan in this tabernacle could bobe
built for aandredhundred thousand dollarsdillni and
what on the face of the earth could be inin the
brains of men to legislate in this way I1 do
not know but such was thothe act a portion
of which was aimed expressly and entirely
at the latter day saints so far as wowe are
concerned however we have very little to
complain of many of the men who have
been sent herehero and paid by the government
to act as officers have undertaken to become
book makers and newspaper penny a
linersand have invented lies and all kinds
of reports and sent them back in order to
induce the government to send men here
to destroy us ono judge of this classiclassyclass by
the name of drummonDrummond and his associate
sent herohere as I1 have sincemince learned be-
cause they were troublesome to men of in-
fluence went back with reports and suc-
ceeded inin inducing thothe government to send
twenty five hundred infantry two regi-
ments of cavalry and two batteries of
artillery to destroy us but by some means
or other they changed their minds before
they reached and our lives were
spared

there have been times since our settle-
ment here that wowe have had to exercise our
powers to the utmost to protect our settle-
ments from
ing through to california would frequent-
ly commit outrages upon them so far as
our relations were concerned wowe treatreatedted
the indians with justice and kindness and
did not seek for their blood but parties
passing along would think it an amuse-
ment to shoot an indian squaw or to rob
her ofotherher horseshorsesorsonor something of this kind
and then the indiansindians would come along
and to avenge the wrongs done to them at-
tack some lone settler or workman in a
kanyon circumstances of this character
have caused some difficulties and entailed
a heavy amount of expense upon the peo-
ple in 1853 in consequence of some such
outrages as these a war ensued with the
utes which caused much trouble thothe set-
tlementstletiements being obligedto gather up and
construct forts to prevent the indians
stealing animals from this city a wall of
earth was constructed round it twelve feet
high and six feet through at the bottom at
a cost of thirty four thousand dollars conr
policy with the indians has always been to
leedfeed rather than fight them and as a gener-
al thing we have been blessed with Jjouan1 an
superintendents who have co cradedrated with
us in carryin grogpo r policy wowe have
had some exceptions there was one con-
cerning whom tha boys averred that hohe
brought up a mule with the U S brand on
it some years agnand told the indians they
must not steal anythingany thing with that brand
our late superintendent PF H head has
done all in his power to promote peace and
haphabhappiness with the indians and with thetho
whites but wowe have four frontiers and
the scarcity of tho streams is such that our
settlements havohave to be situated a good way
apart the result is that the indians have a
wfaar angorange between the settlements to hide
in thothe mountains and all the armies of
xerxes the great could not hunt indians
out of these mountains tho hiding places
being innumerable any one that triestatriesto
hunt indians through the mountains of this
territory will soon be convinced that it is a
very difficultif not a uselluseless undertaking

the policy bathe legislatureLegislaturo of thetha terr-
itory has been one of economy and rather
than getgot the territory into debt to pay
small salaries or none at all except where
it was absolutely necessaryemary our neighneigh-
bors in nevada as soon aai thalw aseyden re organ-
ized a territory increased the salaries of
their judges and of the members or01 the le-
gislaturegislature and commenced imposing high

taxes the result waswa thatthe they became s
involved in debt that it is saidsald they madmadr
an effort two years ago to get utah attachci
to nevada for utah to hehelpheipap to pay thethel
debtdolif wowe took a different course after de-
fraying the realexpenses of
the public money was devoted to bubli
improvements such as the construction
of bridges opening 0of roads intintnernownew val-
leys and developing the interestsand in-
tercourseterterecoursecourso of our extending settlements anc
at theend of almost every fiscal year when
the accounts have been closed a surplus
hashaa been left on hand our county an
cacity governments have pursued the sam
popolicyicylcy andio darif the inquiry were to br
made it would bobe found that their paper
in every instance is worth as much as th
national currencurrency

thus has atahwtet managed her finances
and if our countrymen should seeBOO proper
to10 admit us into the union as a state au
thereby give uaILS the privileges that are wron
just due having penetrated into and re-
claimed this desert country and founded
state we should never trouble them s
far as our expenses are concerned for wiw
are able to sustain ourselves and pay outnus
way by our industry and economy IDim
facfacttitisit is very little that wowe havo over re-
ceived when the army under gen john-
son came here they paid twenty eight dol-
lars and fifty cents for their flour a portion
of it was brought from the states but thtb
greater portion of it was purchased by their
traders of our people here at about five
dollars a hundred that war
being a contractors war and aimed mormort
pardeparticularlymarlyWarly at the united states treasury
where it was eminently successful is only
to be remembered as one of the blots or
the face of a nation which suffered itself tat
beplunderedd by scoundrels

we are here and we rejoice in the truth
travel wherever youyon please through ouon
cities towns and settlements and you wipwill
find order industry and hahappinesselnessviness almosaimos
all the inhabitants are worworkinginglug their own
land claims this is the case almost
exception A man has scarcely been henehero
more than one or two years until he has Ai
home of his own weV gather our people
from every part of the united states and
from the other nations of the earcar h and
bring them here to make them useful I1io
developingr the desert it is19 said that aaz

man who makes two spearsrs ofgrass to growgron
where only oneono grewgrow before is a pupublicblibil 3

benefactor the latter day saints by ihothothothe
power which god has given them hav
made what you see in this country for sixsis
hundred miles north and south all the
impimprovementsrovern ants and the results in agricul-
ture and mechanism have been grodum
by the latter day saints where nothing was
before butbat wild sage desolation and ackal
plains fruits now grow herehorehoihol e that atoneat one
time many never dreamed of the chimato
is not so severe as formerly the rains ap-
pear to bobe increasing hundreds of springsprings4
of water have made their appappearanceearan ea in the
desert our settlements are extending
throughthrough the southern deserts already
reaching three hundred ananianii1 fifty milemileaA
southerly visit the city of st georgegeorgo ii
is not so large as this city but quite as
lianiianhandsomehanddomeiomesome with good improvements with
smiling vinevinoyannI1 and cotton fields where
not long since no manulan thoughtthough
anything could have been produced at all
for these resultresults we thank god and pray
him to continue them to our friends who
visit us we say you are welcome to ouron
country only tell the truth about us whenwhon
you go away this is all thetile favor wi
askaak of course when mercenary men are
in theuaythe pay of newspapers they must write
what is popular and it is not popular tct

i say much that is creditable about the lat
ter day saints we ask however that tho
wisdom odtheof the almighty may rest upon tho
rulers of our country that they may real-
ize what we aneare0o and what wowe mean to be
anaand that there are no hundred and fifty
thousand citizencitizensns of the united states who
batobavo rendered service to their coun-
try than we havebave by helping to develop
this desert put up the telegraph lines
grading four hundred miles of the pacific
railroad and extendexpendexpendingillgfrig our strength and
protection through these mountains thetho
vigilance of our police iregulations hayehare
been such that there hasbag been safety klip
we have been here and for 0
miles through our territory strangers
while traveling experience as much pro-
tection as in the streets of new york cattcity
we have also furnished a magazineazine of0 sup-
plies by means of which the gold fields 0
all the adjoining territories havehavo ihalom
opened

I1 will sayray in relation to the text I1 rea
at the commencement that thetho mission
aries of this people are abroad in thothe earth
and the nations aroare flowing to
ing to the words of the prophet and it
shall comocome to pass in tho fastfast days that tho
mountain ofthe lords house shall bobe es-
tablished in thothe tops of the mountains and

I1 exalted above the hillswills and all nations
flow unto it this is the text you car
find probably thirty different languageslanguagesagea in
this congregation and educated men fromfrona
almost everyoveryeveryovery country are scattered through-
out thetho territory although as a generalgenera
thing we gather tho poor wowe also gather
mennhen of talent education andana skilL we
have somosome of the best mechanics in the
world prepared to engage in any brandlbrandi
of business that can be named mastbemay the
blessings of israels god bobe upon you we
say to our friends who visit us godod bless
and preserve you and return you safely to
yourr homes and families and givegire youyoa joy
andan rejoicing in your journey which we
ask in jesus name amen


