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first party at Green River and the last at
the South Pass. They reached here that
fall and lived in the fort that winter, en-

lar%np:itby enclosing about thirty acres
more land.

There were both Ute and Shoshone Indi- |

ans in the mountains, and they were said
to be hostile; it was our policy, from the
start, to place ourselves in a state of pro-
tection and sufety,so far as they were con-
cerned, and then by a course of justice and
uprightness to maintain iriendly relations
with them,

On leaving the Missouri river, it was con-
sidered necessary for every man to take
three hundred pounds “of breadstufl’ for
each one of his family; also his seed grain
and implements of husbandry, and arms
and ammnunition for the journey. It was
the anderstanding, 2mong our people, that
no man should start with less; but a great
many of the Mississippi‘¢ompany, portions
of the battalion, and some others came in
here almost without provisions. You could
se0 the people turn ont of the fortin the
morning and go over these hills and with
their little sticks or spades dig the sego and
thistle roots,or anything and everything
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A tax was assessed and enough thereof

principal amount was expended in devel-
oping the country. Two bridges were con-
structed ncross the Jordan river by the
Deseret government; bridges wera also
'built across the Provo, Weber and Ogden
rivers; and roads through the mountains
were constructed. They also built the State
House, now occupied by the University,
and occupied it as a legislative hall.

In the year 1849 a vast number of people
assed threugh here, en route for California,
n search of gold; for that batallion of which

I have spoken, had found, while there, the
precious metal, and nearly all the world
ran crazy after it. I honestly believe that
thousands of persons would have utterly
| perished on the Plains if it had not been for
“the assistance and supplies received while
passing through our settlements. They
| started across the continent without know-
ing how to provide themselves with an
outfit. Hundreds and thousands of them
have reached this city almost naked and
barefoot, and though our supplies were
scanty, we shared what we bhad with them
and so saved their lives, The journey across

that the wild Indians could subsist upon,

There was a | retty general feeling of re-
joicing among our enemies in the States
who had driven us away, that we had
got into the mountains, where there was
every likelihood of us perishing, for they
expected that, under the straitened circum-
stapces in which we should be placed, we
should break up and perish. However our
organization was complete, and the division
ui‘gi:readstn ff and other provisions was car-
ried on to the nicest extent, A very large
field south of this city was put under culti-
vation, with a fence eleven miles long,—the
mountains on one side and the fence on the
other, The streams w¢re turned from their
beds into different parts of this field, and
there seemed to be some prospects of a crop.
But myriads of great, black crickets, with
voracious appetites, came down from the
mountains and devoured the growing crops,
and tens of thousands of young nursery
trees, which had been planted and were
promising to do well. The brethren fought
these foes with every imaginable device.
They cut ditehes and turned the water into
them, thinking that would stop their pro-
gress; but the crickets were smart enough
to eross them,—they would cross a consider-
able stream,—and they devoured everything
before them, and it seemed as if the colony
must perish, for it was nearly out of provi-
sions, and what little was growing was
being devoured. After all efiorts to destroy
these pests Isad been bafiled and pronounc-
od hopeless, God, in His mercy, sent gulls
and they devoured them. It was regarded
by the people as a dispensation of Provi-
dence; and, singularly enough, these gulls
have not visited us since, or but very few
of them. On that occasion, however, they
- destroyed the crickets, They would eat

until gllﬁd, and then, yomiting them, they
wonld eat again, and so continued until
they entirely cleared the fields. The crick-
ets have sometimes made their appearance
and injured the crops in places since that
time, but never to so great an extent.

Not understanding the method of irriga-
tion, much of the wheat that was sown the
first year had to be pulled by hand; the
straw was so short that it could not be cut,
It ripened unevenly too, owing to improper
watering, All these difficulties were over-
come, as the system of irrigation, which
had to be learned by experience, became
better understood.

It may seem strange to many to realize
that,even now, every tree and bush, not ex-
cﬂpt’lng the smallest currant or gooseberry
bush, have their little ditch or water-course
ifrom which they draw their moisture and
support,

e second year of the settlement here
the numbers were increased by the arrivni
of a thousand wagons, and by that time it
_ to be necessary to have some
of government established. Up to that
time every man had done about what was

right in his own eyes. Of course, there
were regulations existi nmunﬁnt us, but
very little time or thought was devoted to

them. The representatives of the people
came together in a convention of delegates,
and organized what was called the provi-
sional government of the State of Deseret.
Our settlements had n to increase;
that is, outside settlements had been formed
in Pavis county, a small one in Weber
county, and another one in Utah county,
We had brought the ﬂ:s- of the United
States with us, and had raised it while this
country'was Mexican territory. Weadopt-
ed a Constitution, republican in form, and
sent our delegates to Washington to ask
admission into the Union as a S8tate. Under
our constitution, we organized the execn-

M | were held every

the Plains at that time, was a very trying
one, and it took pretty good ‘“Mormons’’ to
pﬂrﬁ)rm it without ﬂarrelin g; gentiles
eould hardly do it. Many of their com-
panies would quarrel soon after starting,
and a company that started a hundred
strong, would divide into fifties or thirties,
and then in tens, and fives and by the time
they got to the California mountains, and
frequently by the time they got over these
mountains there would be two in a wagon,
and had they not been afraid of Indians,
they would have divided and made two
carts of their wagon., The officers of the
Deseret government were frequently ap-
pealed to, to seftle their quarrels and difli-
culttes, and in every case where it was pos-
sible they would induce the parties to
compromiso by telling them how quickly
they could make immense fortunes in gold
| if thoy wounld not stop here and quarrel,
While passing through the trials and
difficulties which I have recounted the
Latter-day Saints attended their meetings,
observed their fast-days and contributed
their offerings to the poor, and as earlg as
1849, the first year after their arrival here
in which thoy were able to control means,
they in fulfilment of their covenant to help
to gather those left behind, placed atthe
disposal of the presiding bishop, Edward
Hunter, {ive thousand dollars in gold with
which {o return to the States, to be used
foremigrating those whoneeded assistance.
There were some there, perhaps, who
had a team, but could not raise the flour
necessary for the journey; another could
goit‘ ho had an ox; another could start if
o could only get the iron to put the tires
on his wagon, and in this way the bishop
was cnabled with this small sum of money
to extend the ne aid to hundreds.
The manner in which we formed our
companies was particularly characteristic,
When a company was formed, consisting
say, of fifty wagons, it was inspected by a
comamittee who would see that each wagon
was provided with the required outfit. A
blacksmith and such other mechanics as
were deemed necessary formed part of each
company, and when fully organized the
moved out by tens, changing positions in
the line, from time to time, so as to give all
an equai chance of the road. At night they
formed corrals, sent out watches to guard
the cattle and to restrain any, who might
be so disposed, from wande about, so
that no '?ersun was ever lost, and very few
cattle, It seems almost ineredible to tell
of the safe manner in which they traveled
through thig striet organization; while
other companies of emigrants were subject
to losses and dangers, ma.ni of them wan-
dering ofi and were never heard ofagain
in all these camps of the Saints nothing of
the kind was ever known. Meetings
Sabbath day; Saturdays
were us devoted to washing, repairing
wagons, &c.,, and every useful vocation
that could be followed on the ronte under
the circumstances was engaged in. The
moment a camp stopped some would be
mending shoes; the blacksmith would
ut up his bellows and go to work at his
e; knitting apd sewing and even weav-
ing were all carried on, and in this way the
f of which the Oregon Pmpla com-
plained was not manifested. 1 waeteold by
a man f{rom n that no man or wo-
man could eross these plains without being
brutalized; but the is, in relation to us,
that the effgpts of cultivated humanity,
of peace, order and harmony existed in the
camp ef the Saints as much as in any set-
tlement in the world.
The irrigation system, which we have
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tive, legislative and judicial departments of
a State government. The people elected a
governor, judges, and memberg of the
legislature; the latter convened and organ-
ized counties and precinets, incorporated
wities enyeted civil and criminal codes, which
atill farm the basis of the laws of the Terri-
torv. The question may &rise in some
minds “How did we support our officers?”’
We acted u the principle of retrench-
mient. The governor had no salary; the
judges had no salary; the members of the
legislature had no salary; they all served
gratuitously, for the love of their country;
and they did as much deliberative work as
was necessary. The General Assembly of
Deseret adopted a rule that any member
who was not punctual in attendance should
be fined; the fand thus raised was expend-
ed in furnishing wood, candles and brooms;
each member furnished hisown stationery,

been compelled to adopt here, renders
small tracts of land a necessity. I -know
that I felt quite indignant at the National
Goyvernment when she gave such immense
tracts of land to the people of Oregon for
settling that country, which is five times
better than ours, and she would not give
us anything, I have since come tothe con-
clusion that that was effected by the over-
ruling Providence of the Almi . Ifwe
had had immense tracts of land donated to
us by settling on them we should have
been exposed to Indians, and should have
been unable to irrigate these tracts. To
irrigate a tract of land men have to com-
bine to comstruct the water ditches, and
dams; sometimes a hundred are necessary,
sometimes {ifty may do it, and somotimes
four or five hundred are required, aceord-
ing to the condition and location of the
land, and nnder no circumstandes, here,
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can one man, without wealth to hire attend

parts of this country would be considered
a moderate sized farm. TUnder these cir-

cultivate only from five to twenty acres of
land; this is the rule. They who cultivate
more are the exceptions, and in this way
only, can we till our land grnperly and
protect ourselves from the Indians,

In September, 1850, Congress passed an
act organizing Utah into a Territory, and
the next season they sent us a batch of ofli-
cers. Mr. Fillmore appointed Brigham
Young, Governor,he having led the people
hither and having been Governor of Deseret;
the rest of the officers,with the exception ofa
marshal, I 'think, were aprointed East,
They came here most of them, opened their
eyes, looked at the deserts and were dis-
gusted. From what I could learn a portion
of them had been sent to get them out
of the way, as they were troublesome,
When they got here they raised a howl.
Among this class were Judges Brochus and
Brandeberry and Secretary Harris, They
raised a tremendous howl, calling on the
Government to send five thousand men to
destroy the Mormons. Harris had brought
monai- to P]Ti the Legislature, but he took
it back with him, What he did with it I do
not know; but he did not pay the Legisla-
lature. They met, however, and 6rgani
the Territorial government, and have held
annual sessionsever since, and so strictly
in accordance with the principles of justice
have they legislated that the Congress of
the United States has exercised its power to
disapprove of only one act,and their course
on that occasion was only an act of persecu-
tion to the Latter-day Saints, his is a
record of which any Territory may be
proud. A portion of that act, I believe,

rovides that no religions or henevolent

nstitution in the Territories of the United
States shall own over fifty thousand dol-
lars’worth of property. Nowldo not 311?
that the or in this Tabernacle cou
built for a hundred thousand dollars, and
what on the face of the earth could be in the
brains of men tolegislate in this way I do
not know. But such was the act, a portion
of which was aimed expressly and entirely
atthe Latter-day Saints, So far as weare
concerned, however, we have very little to
complain of, Many of the men who have
been sent here and paid by the Government
to actas officers have undertaken to become
book makers and newspaper penny-a-
liners,And have invented lies and all kinds
of reports and sent them back, in order to
induce the Government to send men here
to destroy us. One judge of this class, by
the name of Drummond, and his associate,
sent here,as I have since learned, be-
cause they were troublesome to men of in-
fluence, went back with reports and suc-
ceeded in inducing the Government to send
twenty-five hundred infantry, two regi-
ments of cavalry and two batferies of
artillery to destroy us, but, by some means
or other, they changed their minds before
they Bléeaehed thewcity,and onr lives were
spared.

pg‘here have been times since our setile-
ment here that we have had to exercise our
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used to keep up the public records, the |[to the irrigation of a tract that in other | involved in debt that i
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taxes: the result was that they became s0
tis said they made
an effort two yearsago toget Utah attached
to Nevada for Utah to help to pay their

cumstances a great portion of our farmers | debt. We took a different course: after de-

fraying the realexpenses of thegovernment,
the public money was devoted to public
improvements,—such as the construction
of bridges, opening of roads int) new wval-
leys and developing the interests and in-
tercourse of our extending settlements; anc
at theend of almost every fiscal year, wher
the accounts have been closed, a surplus
has been left on hand. Our county anc
city governments have pursued the sam

policy, and,ta*dafr,if the inquiry were to br
made, it would be found that their paper,
in every instance, is worth as much as th
national eurrantzﬁ.

Thus has ¥ managed her finances,
and if. our countrymen should see propor
+0 admit us into the Union as a State, an<
thereby give us the privileges that areour
just due, having penetrated into and re-
claimed this desert country and founded =
State, we should never trouble them so
far as our expenses are concerned, for we
are able to sustain ourselves and pay our
way by our industry and economy. In
fact, it is very little that we_have cver re-
ceived, Whenthe army under Gen, John-
son came here they paid twenty-eight dol-
lars and fifty centsfor their flour; a gortia::
of it was brought from the States, but the
reater portion of it was purchased by their
traders of our people here at about five
dollars & hundred. That war, howevew
being a contractors’ war, and aimed more
particularly at the United States Treasury,
where it was eminently successful, isonly
to be remembered as one of the blots on
the face of a nation which suffered itself to
be plundered by scoundrels,

e are here, and we rejoice in the truth.
Travel wherever youn please through our
cities, towns and settlements and you wil!
find order, industry and happiness. Almosi
all the inhabitants are working their own
land c¢laims: this is the case almost withouu
exception. A man has scarcely been hers
more than one or two years until he has &
home of his own. We gather our people
from every part of the United States and
from the other nations of the ear h and
bring them here to make them useful in
developing the desert. It is said that &
man who makes two spears of grass to grow
where only one grew before, is a public
benefactor. The Latter-day Saints, by tho
power which God has given them, havc
made what you see in this country, for six
hundred miles north and south., All the
improvemwents, and the results in agricui-
tare and mechanism have been produced
by the Latter-day Saints where nothing was
before but wild sage, desolation and alkal:
plains, Fruits now grow here that at one
time many never dreamed of; the climato
is not so severe as formerly; the rains ap-
ear to be increasing; hundreds of springs
of water have made their appearance in the
desert; our settlements are extending
through the southern deserts, already
reaching three huondred ani fifty miles
southerly. Visit the city of St. Geo i1
is not so large as this city, but quite as

powers to the utmostto protect our settle- | handsome, with good improvements, with

ments from thelndians.The emigrants, pass-
ing through to California, would frequent-
ly commit outrages upon them. §So far as
our rclations were concerned we treated
the Indians with justice and kindness, and
did not seek for their blood; but parties
passing along would think it an amuse-
ment to shoot an Indian squaw, or torob
her of her horses,or something of this kind;
and then the Indians would come alon g
and to avenge the wrongs done to them a
tack some lone settler or workman in a
kanyon., Circumstances of this character
have caused some difficulties, and entailed
a heavy amount of expense upon the peo-
ple. In 1853, in consequence of some such
outrages as tf;eae, a war ensued with the
Utes, which caused much trouble, the set-
tlements being obliged to gather up and
construct forts. To
stealing animals from this city & wall of
earth was constructed round it, twelve feet
high and six fect through at the bottom, at
a cost of -four thousand dollars. Onr
Fuliﬂy with the Indians has always been to
eed rather than fight them; andasa er-
al thing we have been blessed with J»Zian
Superintendents whohave co--; orated with
ng on 1~ policy. We have
| had some exceptions. There was one, con-
cerning whom tha boys averred that he
brought up a mule with the U, S, brand on
it some years ago,and told the Indians the
must not steal anything with that brand.
Our late Superintendent, F. H. Head, has
dope all in his power to promote peace and
haﬁpineﬁs with the Indians and with the
whites. But we have four frontiers, and
the scarcity of the streams is such that our
settlements have to be situated a good way
apart, the result is that the Indians have a
fafr range between the settlements to hide
in the mountains, and all the armies of
Xerxes the Great could not hunt Indians
out of these mountains, the hiding places
being innumerable. Any one that trieslto

hunt Indians through the mountains of this | almost every «
convinced that it is a | out the Territory. Although, as a general

Territory will soon

very diflicult,if not a useless, undertaking. | thing, we er
The mlsicy of the Legislature of the Ter- | men of

ritory been one of economy, and rather | have some of the

than get the Territory into debt to

small salaries or none at all, except where | of business that
necessary. Our neigh- | blessings of Israel’s God be upon you. We
- | say to our friends who visit us,

increased the salaries of | and preserve you, and return you

it was absolutely
bors in Nevada as soop a8 thaw ws=g o
ized a Territo
their Judges and of the members or the Le-
gislature and commenced imposing high

ent the Indians | try

|

smiling vineyard= and cotton flelds, where
not long since no man would*have thoughi
anything could have been produced at all.
For these results we thank God and pray
Him to continue them, To our friends who
visit us we say, ‘‘You are welcome to our
country, only tell the truth about us when
you go away.”” This is all the favor we
a3k, Of course when mercenary men are
in the pay of newspgperﬂ they must write
what is popular, and it is not popular to
say much that is creditable about the Lat-
ter-day Saints, We ask, however, that the
wisdomn of the Almighty may rest mpon the
rulers of our country, that they may real-
ize what we are and what we mean to be:
and that there are no hundred and fifty
thousand citizens of the United States who
havo rondered more service to their coun-
than we have, by helping to develop
this desert, put up the teleg:tgl; lines,
grading four hundred miles of Pacifi
milmg and extending our strength and
protection through these mountains. The
vigilance of our police regulations have
been such that there has been safetv sige
we have been here, and, for hundred# o:
miles through our Territory, strangers,
while traveling, experience as much pro-

stion as in the streets of New York city.
We have also furnished a m ine of sup-
plies by means of which the gold fields o
all the adjoining Territories have bDuon
opened, _ R

I will say in relation to the text I rea’
at the commencement, that the mission-
aries of this people are abroad in the earth.
and the nations are flowing to Zion,accord-
ing to the words of the }aruphet. “and it
shall come to pass in the last days that tho
mountain of the Lord’s house be es-
tablished in the tops of the mountains, and
exalted above the hills and all nations shall
flow unto it.” Thisis thetext, You can
find probably thirty different languages in
this congregation; and educated men from
oountry are scattered through-

the poor, we also gather
ent, ednmﬁunfnnd skill. E::
best mechanics in

pay | world, prepared to engage in any braneh

can be named, May the

God bless
gafely to
ilies and give you joi

yaur homes and e

and rejoicing in your journey, wh
ask in Jesus’ name. Amen.




