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come through the channel of the
accepted ““Christinn’? sciences.

The theory of Kvolution itself
may, a8 fur as it endeavors to ex-
plain the modus operandi of the
creation, be true or not true. The
world may or may not owe its pres-
ent form to the disintegration of
mutter and a change of motion in
its molecular parts. The theory is
probably gcod enough. But it is a
theory, and uothing more, rnd may,
lke its predecessors, have to give
place to something more probable,
Philosophical mystems, built up as
they are by inductive rensonlng al-
ways have to be reconstructed as our
knowledge of facts increases. And
the theory of Evolution by no,
means appears to give entire satis-
tactiou.

An inquirer will always ask:
How did matter come to exist?
Did it not alwaye exist? What
caused the motion of the molecular
parts? As far am our experience
goes, motion is an eflect. And an
eftect pre-supposes a cause. What 18
this cause in regard to the first
origin of evolution, or, rather, con-
densationof matter? And herethe
modern philosophy just leaves an
investigator in the dark. It very
Par from solves the real difficulty in
the great question of creation, It
only puts it an eternal moment back
in time and there leuves it uusolved.
The question is, how did this visi-
hle world come into existence? and
Evolution gives the rather naive
answer, that it evolved out of
something that was never made.
Now, to any ordinary mind it
would probably be just as easy to
suppose the world in its present
form uncreated as to suppose that
it spontaneously evolved out of
‘something else that had never heen
called into existeuce. Thedifficulty
ias precisely the same.

8o far all philosophera have, when
they tried to go beyond the word of
Glod, failed to explain the great
question of existence. And no
wonder; for although we live on the
earth, yet our knowledge of its real
nature And thatof the other bodies
of the universe is as yet dependent
on what we can gather from our ob-
survation of the facts that come
within our limited range of obser-
vation. And these facts are not
sufficient to establish the whole
truth apart from revelation. It is-
clear enough that in our preséft
state of existsnce we, as the A postle
gays, know only in part, and we
have no means of obtaining s full
knowledge of ull the phenomena
that surround us. Byt as "long as

Hlaud.

this Is the case it iz equally clear
that we can frame no perfectly re-
liable systemn of philosophy. Our
greatest wisdom is, therefore, to ac-
cept the instruction of Him who
knows the creation as a great master
knows the work of his hands,
Suppose the following case. Some-
where in the ocean there is an is-
It is inhabited by intelligent
Ieings, who have hever communi-
cated with the outside world. One
day they perceive a vessel passing
the island at some distance, a sight
they have never seen before. They
would naturally endeavor to explain
to themselves that phenomenon.
What is it? How did it come to
exist, and by what laws is it gov-
erned? All they knew and could
know about it was contained in the

obgervations made from the shore.
They couldsee a large object mow-
ing in the water. They perceived
that it moved independent of winds,
currents and tide. They could ob-
serve it masts. riggings, ete. Tliese
wero all the facts they could gather.
What a variety of theories woulii
notthese islanders be likely to form?
One might say that it bad been
formed by some known sea monster
for shelter, perhaps. Another might
pronounce it to be some unkrown
specimen of animal. One might
contend that it was a superpatural
being, andronie would. no doubt,
start the idea that it was simply. an
ohject formed by the process of evo-
jution out of particles of water. The
molecular particles of the ocean had
been moved upon and finally after
a long, long period of time had
assuimed the form of a ship. Of
course, any of these theories might
for a time wsatisfy the inquirers on
that island. But let these philos-
opliers come in contact with men on'
the ship. Let them hear the captaiu
give a description of the building of
the vessel. Let them goon board
and see for themselves. How would
their ideas change, and how silly
would they be, if they refused to
give credit to the Instructions of
those who kuew the natureof the
object.

Now, we are in the same condi-
tion in relation to the universe as
those islanders in regard to the ves-
sel. If we have nothing but our
own observationg on which to found
our theories, we will be led to all
kinds of atwurdities, Aud all our
philogophers from Aristotle down to
Bpencer when they are jin a
pogition to view the universe, not
from {he shore only, will find that
they haye attempted to solve what
was with the present amount of
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knowledge, apart from revelation,
insolvable.

To believe with an childlike faitl,
the word of God which -declares
that the worlds were made for cer-
tain purposes by ithe Almighty Cre-
ator, and to live for an exaltation
that will enable us hereafter to ob-
tain a full knowledge of how it wag
made, appears to be the most sound
philosophy ever concelved. 1t je
satisfactory alike to sind and heart,,
because it unites man with his
Eternal Father,

-

TROUBLOUS TIMES.

The New York Tribune drawa
this gloemy picture of the times:

“History teaches that the closing
vears of each of the bygone centuries
have been rendered memorable by a
more than usual amouut of the soi-
rows, troubles and ills to which man-
kind is heir. Alarmed lest the centu
should pass away withoat the human
race receiving its full quota of suffer-
ing, the Powera of Nature appear to
have crowded intoits concluding years
all the unspent-hoard of pestilence,
famine,-war and catastrophes of every
kind. Nor does the fina] decade of
tlie nineteenth century seem destineq
to prove any exception to the rule,
It has opened in a manner that cap-
not be regarded as otherwise than
ominous. Cholera has once more de-
sorted the Oriental headquarters ang
invaded Enrope from several points,
hearing death and desolation in itg
train. Fainine is again casting jgg
blighting shadow over thae sorel
stricken inhabitants of the Emeralg
Islae. In ltaly the misery is soap-
palling that siarvation is depopulating
entire districts, and from every
quarter of the giobe coine tales of
ruined crops, desiroyed herds ang
devastated bomes.

“"While no one country or distrigt
can bo said to have escaped, it wouldg
appear as if the forces of Nature had
concentrated their principal effosts for
evil upon the central portion of Eu-
rope. Germany, Switzerland, a part
of France, and in particular Austria,
are at present the principal sufferers.
The phylloxera has for the first time
on record secured a foothold in the
vineyards of the Champagne and of
the Rhine, and threatens completely
to destroy these productive industriag;
and while in one poriion of Austrig
the drouth is so intense that the cattle
and horses aredying by the thousand
for want of foddor, the remainder of
the Empire, as well as Southern Ger-
many and Switzerland, is sufferin
from terrible inundations. 8o appail-
ing havethe latter become that a apg.
cial department of the guvernment
lias bsen organized in all haste at
Vienna for the purposv of dealing
with the danger. The principal rivers
have burst their banks in a number ef
places, flooding the surrounding dis-
tricts, arresting railroad communi-
cations, and ruining the orops.
The Lake of Constance has rigen
to tlie highest level known for more
than a hundred years, and mauy of
the oiher inland seas have followed
suit, rendering a suspension eof navl-
gation imperative. And whal in the
eyes of the superstitions is worse than
all, the Carlsbrueocke at Pragne, which
for balf a thousand years has with-
stood the onslauqhts of the Moldau,
has just grumbled away intg the




