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HOLD STILL.

Translat d from the German of Julius
Sturm.

Pain's furnace-heat within-me quiversy -
God’s breath upon the flame doth blow,
And all my heart in anguish ghivers,
And trembles at the flery glow,
And yet I whisper; As God will!
And, in His hottest fice, bold still.

He comes and Jays my heart all heated
Oa the hard aovf, _minded 0

Into his own fair shape to beat ity y
with his great hammer, blow on blow;

' : 11
And yet [ whisper: As God
And, at Hi3 heaviest blowa_,, d still

He takes my softened heart, nnﬂ beats it:
The sparks fly off at every blows

He turns ito'er and ¢'er, and heats it,
And Jets it ceol and makes it glow.

And yet [ whisper: s God will !

Andin his mighty hand hoid stille

W hy shouid 1 murmur? 'For the sorrow
Thus only longer-lived would be.

Its end may come, and willto-morrow, ,
Wheh God hfis done his work in me.

8o Isay, trusting: As God will! 43

And, trusting to the end, holdstill.

He kindles for my profit. purely
Afflietion’s glowing, fiery brand,

And ali His beaviest blows dre turely
Inflicted by & Master-uand;

So I say, praying: AsGodwill!
And, hoping 1a His love, hold atill.

h A H. WARD.
9alt Lake City,June, IE?E.
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DISCOURSE

PREST. JORN TAYLOA.

Delivered inthe Tabernacle, Sunday
Afternoon, June 16, 1878,
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REPORTED BY GEO, F. GIBBS.
As has been remsarked by one of the
speakers, a great deal might be said
upon the principles of the gospel of
the Son of God. The heavens and
the earth are full of Intelligence,
and God rules over and directs the
affairs of nations as well as those of
individuals and people; and what-
ever may be our peculiar notions or
jdeas” of other men and their pro-
fessions, the time will come, and is

not far distant, when the secrets
of s811 hearts will b revsaled,; ana

when all of us, Latter-day Baints
and others, Jews and Gentiles, peo-
ples who now live, those that shal)
lJive and those who have lived, wil
be judged, not according to the:
peculiar, theories, ideas, or notious,
but according to the principles o
eternal truth as it exists in the bo-
som of God, or is manifesited by hi-
eternal Jaws. - .

He has from time to time revealed
his will to mankind, and he hasiu
these last days revealed himseif to
the human family, and the men to
whom he has revealed bimself i
the different ages, comprehend all
the principles of truth and the laws
of God alike,s0 far as they wer.
understood by them, having beer
t_augh; b? the same Lord and in-
. structed from the same source, and
had intelligence from the same
fountain, they have cownprehended,
according to the rositious which
they have occupied, and so far as
revealed unto them, alike, whether
they were thiogs pertaining to the
Jiving, or the dead, or to the various
kingdoms that exist in the eternal
worlds, telestial, terrestrial or celes
tial, a8 the case might be, and as i
may have been revealed unto them;
but no man in any age of the world
has understood avnything pertaining
to God and godliness only as it has
_been revealed unto him by the
Lord., “For what man knoweth
the thiogs of a man, save by the
spirit of a man which is in him?
Even so the things of God Eknow-
eth no man, but by the Spirit ot
God.” And hence it is impossible,
under certain circumstances, for
mankind to judge correctly of these
principles. For although the Lerd
nas given unto every man a portion
of his Bpirit to profit withal, no
matter who he may be, or what
clime he may live in, yet, at the
same time, if he does not improve
this manitestation of the Spirit of
God, and cultivate corfect princi-
ples, it would be imposeible for him
to comprehend the thiugs of God.

Jesus, when upon the earth, said,
¢ My sheep hear my voice and know
me and fellow me; but a stranger
will they not follow, for they know
not the voice of a stranger” It
may appear singular, and it dpes
to tbe minds of many when Lhey
refiect upon fhe varicus dispensa-
tions of God te man, and the posi
tion that the various nations utp the

-| them power to lay their hands upoy
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earth bave occupied in the d:flerent |
ages of time, All men bave Know-
 Jedize, moreor less, and feel a rever
ence for the Divine Being, which
is mavpifested in various forme 0!
| worship. But there are few meuw,
comparatively, who have under
stood correculy the relationship
that exists between God and man.
| Such has been the power of the
adversary, and so profound has been
| the darkness of the human mind,
and so great the disparity between
God and hiséreatures here upon the
earth, that the light, eflulgence,
glory and intelligen¢e that exists
with bhim and with thuse by whom
he is surrounded, hxas been little
understood by man upon the earth,
grovelling in the midst of darkness,
weakness and imperfections. Com-
batting coatinually with evil and
with the powers of the adversary,
| it seemp almost impossible for man
to foster and maintain these high
aspirations and feelings which the
gospel “ alone can ingpire, placi
man in his true position before God,
and causing his anticipations and
hopes to ascend to those 'high,
magnificent and glorious principles
that exist in the bosom of God, aud
in the bosom of those intelligencies
with whom bhe is surrounded.
Nothing but l'ght and revelation,
nothing save the manifestations of
the Bpirit of God, nething but com-
munication from him ecan bring
man into relationship with him. I
isimpossible., And hencethe theo-
1ies, wild notions, erratic views and
peculiar feelings that prevailamong
men, yee, among the wisest of men
—among statesmen, and kings, and
emperors, and potentates, and gov-
ernors, and rulers, as well as among
divines, priests and people; anu
how diflerent Lhe sentiment! How
widely apart are the religious be-
lefs, forms of worship and ordi-
narces of all of them! What pe-
culiar darkness is manifested ip
relation to these things, in com
parison to many other things with
which we are acquainted!

When we talk about practical
matters of faet, the laws of nature
and of matter, the motions of this
and other planets; or when we re-
flect upon the various organizations
of matter, and of man, aud of the
brute creation, we see and compre-
hend in part concerning the laws
by which they are governed. And

altbough we may speak in different
laupgungcry Job o Yoo sawo 11U WE

arrive, in a great measure, at the
same conelusions in regard to most
of these prominent facls; we agree
in regard to thesa matters. Butl
when we come to Jesus and God,
we are altogether dissimilar. What
is the mattes? We do not compre-
nend the law, we have not been
taught by the same rules, the prin-
ciples of instruction are not within
our reach, we wander in the dark
an act foelishly and iguorantly in
relation to these matters. But if
we were taught in these schoo's as
we are taught in the schools of
science, and art, and literature, we
could comprehend things =alike;
and not until we have a teacher,
not until we bave those who are
competent to teach, who under-
stand the laws of life and the prin-
ciples of salvation, ean we, no mat
ter what our intelligence otherwise
may be. Until then we shall have
0 grope in the dark,dive in the
dark, and when we Jeave thiswerld
we. must, according to the saying
of an emiuent philosopher, ‘‘take
a leap in the dark.” We compre-
hend nothing of eur origin, of the
object of our existence, or of ou:
destiny; ‘neither can we compre-
aend it unless God reveals it.

He hag, as before stuted, in dif-
ferent ages of time manirfested hi-
will to certain individuals, and be
hassentthem forth to make known
his will to the human family. And
they declare certain pringiples, sim-
pie in themselves, yet emanating
from God, which are calculated to
{ enlighten, to impart intelligence,
to bring him into relationship with
| the Almighty, to give him a knowl-
edge of Ged, of the BSavior, of his
| own being and the object of God in
creating the earth and man upon
it, and aliso of the destiny of the
earth, the world in which we live,
and all its inhabitants.

These things, however, are al-
most too simple for the humanl
mind, mystified and befogged by
false theoiies and notions; they are
almo:t too simple for them to bow
down unto. What is it? Jesus said
to bis disciples in former times, ‘‘Go
y6 intoall the world and preach the
gospel to every creature. He that
believeth and is baptized shall be:
saved; but he that believeth not
shall be damned.”” He gave unto

believers gud impart to them the

——

Holy Ghost, which placed them in
comuwunion with God, and whose
iaith, us we are told, *‘entered with-
in the veil, whither Christ ibeir
wrerunner had gose.” And still

| the words that these men preached,

asJesus hiniself expresses it in re-
ferring to the same thing, were not
his eown, but the Father that dwelt
in him; he did the works. And we
are told that when those ancient
men of God preached, their words

and ye know all things” “YalNieln Christian Larsen; Ellen

need not that avy man teach you:

| no lie *’

but—the same auvointing
you =1l things, and is truth, and is
1 And in speaking to the
people, Paul said, **Which hope we
bave as an anchor of the soul, both
sure and steadfast, and which en-
tereth into that within the veil;

teacheth |

Kathrine Hansen;|P, Petersen; Her-
man Dapielson; Ane Margretta
and ertrad Kathrine Gunner-
sen; Srik  Hansen: Ole, Ane
Kristine, Hansine, Ane Mar.
rethe, BSids .
phie KEricksen; Margrethe Soren-
sen; Koud Henrick Hansen;

whither the forerunner is for us|Hanne C.and Carl Christensen;

entered.”
This, Latter-day BSaints, is

went with pewer and with much | privilege. You have embraced the

assurance and the Spirit of God and
with the Holy Ghost, to the con-
vinciog of those who desired to
know the truth and be governed
thereby, What was the result?
This confusion heretofore existing
among them departed; they were
no longer split up into sects and
parties, but they ‘‘had one Lurd,
one faith, oxte baptism and one God,
the Father; of whom are all things;”

same gospel; you have been bap-
tized into the same baptism, bave
Farl aken of the same hope, and are
n possession of the same spirit
Do not allow yeur feelings to be
overturned; do not give way to the
follies and delusions of men, nor to
the powers of darkness, bui main-
tain your integrity before God in

| all fidelity; and live your religion,

keeping the commandments of

precisely the stame as we have in all{ God, and your faith will be as the
the works of nature, in all organ-|raith of the just, that shines bright-

ized matter. There are certain
eternal, unalterab e, ucchangeikl

Jaws'by which it is goverued; auu |

no chemist or philosopher can
changethese laws; they are eternal,
inexorable, and always produce the
same resulys,

We think these things corrcect
upon natural principles; why not
in regard to these higher principles
whiech God has revealed to the hu-
man fawily? We read of men in
former times who said they gazed
upon the Lord; they saw bim, and
bis train filled the Temple. But
«ays one, ‘I do not believe it.”
Who cares whether you do or not?
that does net invalidate the fact.
Your ignorance in regard to these
matters does not affect in the least,
the great truths of God. And un-
less you yourselves have bhad souwe
revelation to show you that this
statement is incorrect, it is fuolish-
ness In any man to dispute these
principles thus communicated. We
undersiand these things, having
obeyed the law. What do you un-
derstand? What does man know ?
Nothing, only some few principles
pertaining to the laws of nature.
Who organized these laws? That
very being whom we affect to de-
spise, ¢+Who orgauized the uni-
verse? Who makes this planet ano
vother planets revolve 1u Lheir sev-
eral orbits; and by what influence
and power are they governed? By

a4 power far grealer than we know
auyLullug aAvoul. VYDAl can we aul

Wuere is there a philosopher that
can organize a blade of grass, or a
grain of sand producing the mate-
‘ial to make it from? You cannot
find them. The great Creatol, who
governs and regulates these and oth-
er systems, bas given a law (o man
teliing bim how to approach bim,
aud suowivg him the means where-
by be can vbtain intelligence from
uim; and he is able to earry out
that law, for he comprehends it.
And what is it? Why, *‘Repent,
and be baptized every one of you,
in the name of Jesus Christ for the
remission of sins, ana ye shali re-
ceive the Holy Ghest””  And
what shall that do for you? It
shull take of the things of G.d anu
show them unto you. But you
would learn it in some other way,
wouid you? You cannot do it
I'hat is the way God has appuinted,
and mao may exert all his ioflonen-
¢es aud bring iuto requsition all
h.s talents and powers, but he nev-
er cau obtain it only in the way
whicts Gou hus appoiuted. I have
a watch. Tune man who made it
wells me if I would Keep it going,
{ wust wind i1t up every day. Bui
suppote 1 should want it to go in
sume other way, would it go? No.
Should 1 biame the maker theun?
Certainly not; in lact, you might
collsider me a fool for not carryiug
out the maker’s instructions. Anaga
when God points out & path where-
vy we can obtasin a knowledge of
nim and of his laws, that is the
wiay to receive it, if we receive it at
all.

The laws of matlerand of mech-
anism are unchangeable, and so aje
the iaws pertaining to life, and also
the meadium of communication
between Goud and man. And hence
Puuly after speaking some Lime to
a congregation that he was address-
ing, said the words that we speak
anto you, we speak by the power
of God and by the Holy Ghost and
with much assurance. And then
in speaking of these thiongs, he
gays, ye are my witnesses. Who?
Those who received his word aud
obeyed it. You are my witnesses,
as also is the Holy (Ghost that bears
witness of us, He had the liviog
witness within him; and they
among themselves bad this ewi-
denee., ;And Johp, in speaking to
some of his (iseiples said, ‘‘But ye
bave an yection from the holy one,

E;. and brighter until the perfeet
l}J;:ld blees you and lead you in the

| path of life, in the name of Jesus,

Amen.
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