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they might redeem tbemselves from
present distress without loss of selfs
respect or praciical forfeiture of their
property. To generous men of wealth

who would like to unite in
#some upndertaking for the bene-
fit of the unfortunate, but

‘do not know what to do, it commends
the ivea of a legitimate pawnehop on a
:soale sujtable to sn experiment, and
capable of expansion if the husiness
warrant? ithe investment, The ldea
does not seem to be a bad one hy any
means, and it has met with consider-
able encouragement, The workings of
the exp-riment will be watched with
interest in mnany otber places where
pimilar conditiope exist and s similar
Temeéedy may be worth trying.

"THE TAXATION OF MORTGAGES.

At first slght, and indeed in every
view which the NEwS has as yel been
able Lo give it, one of the bille already

‘introduced into the lower house of the
“Territorial Assembly is ill-timed, im-
politie, and ui-just, and bence ought to
‘he defeated. We reler tothe measure
'to provide for the taxationD o' deb s
‘gsecured by mortgages and trust deeus,
and repeaiing the law of the last Legis-
lature exempting suon poesessions
from taxation. Tne matter is one
‘wbich need invoke peither party op-
rposition oor party support. It deserves
‘to he discussed on its merits; and he
NEwE can accordingly comoeider it
without any suspicion of partisanship.

The gquestion of taxation I« one that
hae pozzleu more legjslative brains
than any other that ever arose since
the world was made. Ln general it
may be said that the very best plan o
taxation eootalns features of inequali-
ty nirr 1-jo=lice; the oge that is the
$resi iw LD® Vuo that contains the fewest
-of these; the ingenuity of man bas not
yet been equalto the taskof devisiug one
in which none of them appear. Bimilar-
1y 1t may be said that common justice
would suggest the laving of IaXxes
aygalost him who ia best ahle to pay
them; apd asthe rich man owns more
than the poor uap, and as be, through
that fact, is and ought to he forced to
bear the larger burden of taxation, so
shouid the mavp who bas money to
lend rather tbap the man whos furced
to borruw, pay the tax op the sum tbhus
temporarily tcaosferred. We adit
that all thjes looke proper and rucon-
trovertible and just.

But as & matter of fact, it. does
not work weli in practice. The
horrower iuvariably pays the tax,
He wmay npnot pay it t»  toe

tax coliector, but it not. he paysa it to
the mouey-lender. Tue latter has the
one .bject ever in view—to make hig
money yieid him & certain per centin
intereat. Now, does any one SUDpose
that If & ocapililisi is wiiling 10 loan
money at § per pent, the borrower to
pay the taxes, he will aleo be wiiling
to loan at 8 per cent if Lhe himsell most
pay the tax? Lt is ldie tg expeot such
generosily; oapitalists are k.t oulll
that way. The only oenclusion is,
therefore, that whether the lender ot
ihe borruwer be legally beld for the
tax, the result in the end ls the same,—
the borrower has to pay it.

Bo much for the actual workings ot
the case, Nouw a8 to the particuiar
«qonditions and ¢lreumstances thut add

importance to the question ae it aflects
the communpily at this iime, W hether
fortunately or unfortunsteiy, we are
large horrowers, Hastern aod western
moLey been has Iinvested or loaped
here and at certaln rates of ip-
‘terest, fixed uiter apm nnderstandiog
that the mortgages securing jt were
exempt frym taxation—that the prop-
erty paid (be tax, Ifthe proposed law
be enacted, the rate ol intereslt on

tbls  mouwey will be raised =t
ouce. But that {8 npot the only
or worst feature. The money will
he withirawn as qulckly 1]

possible, because the proverbial timid-
lty of capital wili cause it to shump a
loeality woere legislative tewnper cun
i1 g0 short 8 time show such fickieness
at.d change. AsB it will be extremely
Jifficult, if oot impossible, either to
renew the old loaua at all, or lo secure
new uvnes, the foreclusing process will
stari-—atd 00 oDv Ruvws whers it wil)
end.

}Ji would be fortunate perbaus
if the people of Ulah were s
sbundantly supplled with money of
their own that they di1d not uweru
to borrow at all. As at preseol ar-
ranged, bowever, we seem L) need out-
slde capital to develcp our resplrees
and Keep us goiug—at least,t e regords
show thal we have obiained B preai
Jdesl. As long as this is our conditis
we must cater a little to the wishes
of thoss whose mouey we ewmploy.
And the next best thing to having aill
the money of our own that we need, ls
the naving of such reputation for fair-
Deer, stability aud thoroough hooesty
that wo oaun get all the money we
want, and =t the hesy rates, from else-
where. Toe NEWS doesn’t believe
the bill nvw before the House is cal-
culated to strenghthen that kiad of a
reputation just at the present time,

LEARN IN YOUT!.

Theinstructionsglven by the Prophet
Alma*to his son Heluman afford tood
for thoughiful conpsideration by ‘Lbe

young men in lsrael 1oday, as well as
by some of more maiure years. Huaiu
Al a:

Ohb remember, my sou, and learn wis-
dom in by youth; yea, learn in thy
you' b 10 keep ithe comnnbdments ol God;
yed, and cry nute God for all thy sup-
por ; vea, let ail thy doings be un o the
Lord, and whithersoever thou goest, let
it be in the Lord: yea, let tby thoughts be
directed unto the Lord; yes, let the af-
fections of thy bear: be placed upon the
Lord forever; connsel the Lord in all thy
doings, and He will direc: thee 1or good;
vea, when thon livst down at nighr, lie
dowd uuto the Lord, tha He may watch
over you in your sleep; -and when thou
1isest in the morning,let thy beart be fuil
of (hapnks nn'o God; and it ye do thess
things ye sball be lifted up at the last
day.

There are many people who think it
uunecesARry for the youdg to undergo &
wolk of preparati-b to ft them tor
religions dutles io life, and who
arpue thai the rule of the sorigtures
it that In the very hour they need
ft sbail be given w0 them what to
BAY. SuCh ap open CODSLrUGHio  as
this to the sentiment quoted may well
receive careful exsminatino before it ja
aucpted, as it Involves a dlreot contra-
diction of the Inspired Counsel of the

| them power,

Propbet Alma. It ls true that under
tbe 1nspiration of the Holy Ghost mep
comparatively unlearned have ggp.
founded those wise and prude: t afier
the manpoer of the world, and wi]l
continue to do 8». Anditis also trye
that the men so blesse:l with g witt
from the Source of tuperiot knowledge
did not acquire it ibrough a wijfu]
rejection or neglect of the upporiupity
to acquire the information and power
which came to them as & revelatjpn
from beaven, It was rather theip
eaverness to obtain that knowledge
and the:r reslizatlon of tbhe nece sity
of ite posesession which wrought their
faith up 1o the point of receiving
Had

ir, any of them rejected
in eariier life the opportunity for
Zhinimy the required under-
staniing it would pot have hegp

best 'wed Upon them as a divine gift
until they had repented of their rop.
mer folly, A lesson of the experienges
referred to is thatupavoidable illiteragy
is not a disgualification for receiving the
blessinga and exercising the powery of
heavep; but it doea Dot fullow thgt
wilful ignorance is a qualification,

The poseession and proper use of ag
understandin: of the sciences, of hijg.
tory, and of other brapches of educs-
ttor, are an ad vantage to & servapt of
the Lord, ontwitbstanding assertiops
sometlmes made lo the contrary jp
public assemblages. It ie & fact thgt
there are many lustances where the
Latter-day Saint Elders have recelved
this understanding by direct revelg.
tion in the time o1 Decesslly; the
poseegslon of the knowledge thusg gp.
tained, oot thelr ignorance of the
revelaticn bestowed, 1s what gaye
Itssudden manifestatiop
to them wae g marked evidence of the
interestof the Almi bty iu their pe.
half in the wark they were prrform.
fog; If the knowiedie bad heen vained
by them unpder otbercircumstapces
and throngh study, it would have beeg
just as mueh a providence of the Liord
im preparing f-r the sapecial occasion af
its use, tbough its acquirement may
have shown Jess contrast with gpp.
rounding conditlons.

Where a man of bigh educatiopal
attainments, however, steks t0 mipjg-
ter as & servant ol the Lord ino the
strength of bis |ndividual powers and
outslie of periect reliance ou the
Almighty, he closes, by this course,the
door to divine instrustion, Lo his selr-
sufficiency hezays in effectthal he Joes
not need the information which the
Lord may have to reveal, coneequent-
I¥ he is pot in harmony wltu the
Almigbty add 18 not sustaibed py
Him. 8-, when s man less learped
concludes that he will not acquire anp
understanding of ocorrect prineiples

ken in the providence of the Lgrdg
the opportunity is given him, he is jn @
similar state to the other ib his ag-
tagonism to  the purposes ¢f the
Almighty. Both arein the situation
ot re’using to regeive light. and there-
ty set a premium upov ignoraoce of
the Jdivipe will,

Thbe Liord commaudr His people to
geek wisdom by study apnd also by
faith. The advice of Alma to his son
to learn wisdom in his vouth and
the promise that the servants of the
Lor will receive inpspiration io
the time of need, nre exponents of
prinolples of divine truth that operate
in perfect accord. Those who rely



