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S browning and T J Obrian thesebese al-
so had filled honorable missions and
were about to leave lorfor home the day
being sunday when I1 arrived at the
above named place I1 enjoyenjoyedd myself
listening to the returning elders dis-
course upon the glorious gospel princprinci-
ples I1 also took delight in bearing
testimony to what hadbad been said there
was a general shakingz of the hand in
bekticbeins made acaacqacquainted with new saints
and friends the following day mon-
dayy may loth four elders with fifteen
saints took the r departure from sydney
lorfor zion

I1 was taken around by elders alma
C lambert and john M ritchie to visit
the saints and friendsIri ends and in my con-
versation with all I1 find that the untir-
ing energy of eldereider jedediah goff of
west jordan isis appreciated by all and
he is held in high esteem

we have received an epistle from the
president of the mission E F Ri charas
which if carried out by all will make us
better men and we will be able to do
a great amount of good As far as I1
can learn all the elders heavily endorse
the instructions given they are very
timely

Tthereere are fifty one saints in this
branch and prospects torfor others we
have a sunday school partly organized
and in good working order also a
mutual improvement association which
convenes once a week and services
every sunday evening with sacrament
meetings every other sunday afternoon

ever praying for the onward upward
progress of the work of god and the
prosperity of his people

ANDREW SMITH JR

ON THE GULP COAST

president N S W conference
CAMERONCAMBRON cameron county lamay 1897
since our last letter we have finished

another parishbarish one of the most swampy
parishes in the state but not at all the
poorest

after closing acadia we started for
cameron karishaParisha distance of about fifty
miles we landed at live oak plantation
this is a rice plantation consisting ofabout acres it is owned by a gentlgentle-
man

e
from the north this is a

luljul plantation situated on the bank of
MermermettamermentaumentatauU Rriveriv as there but were but
a few familiess onontthish is plantation we soon
finished it and then crossed the river
over to lake side there being a few
families there this being a swampy
parish the boat had to be used if
ceedee in canvassing it as it should be
the hand of the lord was manifested
and were soon landed on the opposite
side A gentleman furnished the boat
and a band to row us across we soon
finished as there were only afew families
on this side we returned to the river
and there found a couple of frenchmen
who seemed quite grateful for the privi-
lege of carrying two of the lords ser-
vants across the river we found our-
selves once more in safety and bade our
friends goodbyegood bye in broken tones of
english one of them said pray god
torfor me this little coiner being fin-
ished we started on another long walk
to reach another corner after a few
days walk we landed at grand lake
which is situated right on the lake from
which it gets its name there is a
littlefittler lidgeidge with about seventy families
anW it wewd reached there sunday even

loging and attended the methodist church
they treated us very kindly and gave us
a chance to speak I1 accepted the in-
vitationvi and made a few remarks on
faith this seemed to enthuse them for
more so we succeeded in holding a
great many meetings the church being
at our disposal which we kindly thanked
them for thith people treated us finsfine
and offered to take us across the lake in
the boat

when the time came for us to leave
money was given us and a couple of let-
ters with money enough to take us a
few miles in the boat we knew we
had to go but how we were to go with-
out any money was a puzzle tota us
we came to theme conclusion that itil we
will but trust in the lord he will open
up the way before us and bless those
that put their trust in him we tooklook the
sailboatmail boat ontario and after a lewfew hours
landed in lusburg the county seat the
people in this little town are not very nu-
merous there being only two stores and
about one half dozen houses anis is
also a small ridge extending for some
distance we succeeded in getting the
court house and held two meeting
them and canvassed a few families the
sheriff we found to bebaaa gentetgentemangent kmanman in
every one that believed in beat-
ing

bear-
ingin everybody before condemning
them

from lusburg we were rowed across
the river by a kind friend we canvassed
a few families and the next morning vev e
started for johnsons bayou a distance
of about twenty miles there being no
houses we followedfol owed the gulf of mexico
it being on one side and a big swamp on
the other we found it to be a pleasant
walk along the beach we gathered a
a few beausbeans and some pretty shells
we succeeded in reaching our field of
labor and spent a pleasant evening with
a methodist preacher the first one I1 had
ever seen that heard of the lat
tetter day saints or mormonscormonsMor mons in 1886 the
people here were swept into eternity by a
tidal wave there were seventy three
drowned on this ridge and about six
miles to the westest iloico were drowned
most of the people left but the land
being so rich they soon came back and
now it is a prosperousrous little community
the people are mostly stock raisers
they raise some cotton and a great many
melons

we held a few meetings and hadbad a
very good time we found some very
good people who were and kind and
hospitable

we returned the same way as we
went and this time tested our ability in
rowing a boat we found that we were
very poor hands at the business but suc-
ceeded in reaching the other side in safe-
ty we now hadbad a short time to labor
among the french we found them to be
a very fine people considering the op-
portunitiesport unities they have had we found
them kind and hospitable but they could
not read our literature one man said he
would give 25 cents for a tract in french
it is really a language of itself a native
of france cannot talk it but it
take him long to learn we have learned
a few words but notcot enough to do any
good after visiting one creole settle-
ment we left for grand chenier on
our way we found some fine people on
sunday we spent the day with county
superintendent welch we found him to
be a good natured old gentleman mon-
day we were rowed across the river and
found it to be a beautifulml spot the land

was very rich and fertile this ills
the gulf never reaches so the pepeo
feel perfectly sate but a little discdiscoop
aged on account of the orange treestreat
being destroyed by frost and inse
the orange trees after a two yceafgrowth look beautiful and if provideprovidence
continues to smile on them for a lnyears the louisiana oranges will onances
more appear in the market

the land here is veryery rich and efaw
grow a great deal of cotton there bal
ing so much swamp titf e people t

stock owners thousands otof hhoea
run wild in the marshes there are tthree
stores on this island and the 0owners
seem to be liberal minded as they aasus a place to preach closed their hohoused
of business and came to hear us j

on this little island may be heaheard the
bellowing of the alligator the hisshis f
the snake the sweet songs of the m
ing bird and the buzzing of the
qui toes they are so numerous that thahn
often kill cattle we found thernthem to ba
plentiful tutbut the people said they
scarce we hadbad tars to sleep un
and they sunfundedded to us like a swarm
bees at the close otof our meeting
started for hackberry it being our btsettlement to canvass we took aff
ontario a few days after and landed itta
hackberry after a short ride we wareil
kindly treated and soon finished
is and there being mostly french in itftwe closed the countycouney and started
conference a distance of about a

miles we were thankful to ourur hhei
enly father lorfor his protecting ccarere 001
us and forthefor the kind friends herhe raiseded-s
unto us to administer unto our wa
this was a grand experience for
utah boys as one of us had never s
the gulf of mexico or had the eriv
of riding in a steamboat we are
with our friends taking a short i
tomorrow we will start for confer
where we expect to meet our belobel
president and receive some good so
ual loodfood and once more behold
faces otof our dear co laborers in the cal
of truth 1

the NEWS is one of our sources ofoll
formation and is eagerly sought aft
by our friends B W DANSIEDANsicF

WILLIAM A kimm

IN NORTH ALABAMA

RIPLEY miss june ac1897
time rolling so pleasantly aandUd sewt

along with us in the north alaalaan
conference and we being saso q01
through your columns perhaps

and co laborers are of the
that we are unable to stir

warm weathereather so as to see or do
th ng worthy of note although
warm weather has come yet wearewe are 1

without interest in our labor that
so great moment

since leaving my dear mountain
in willard county utah sept
adyth 1895 1I have learned much
ways customs and views of the p
of the I1 sunny south have tratrav
alabama soil from side to side
times during which time I1 have
over the battle gigroundaund of 1861 to
sat under the sycamore tree and Uslis
to lengthy tales from experienced
erans whose scars told how bravelbravely
fought for what their eyes broichbrial
up seemed to say they then beli
be nrighti lit the battle at corinth vahil awdrew a line of distinction b

ahee brave and cowardly


