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elee had to be told about us, in order to
exelte the prejudices of the people and
to maintain that opposition which was
thought proper 1o wage against us

As I have sald, Joseph Smith bore
testimony to these things. And there
is this that must be eaid: The same
gifts and blessings that attended the
exercise of the authority of the
Apostleship in early days agaip ap-
peared among men. When they were
promised the remission of ‘their sins,
they received the remiession of their
sins. Hundreds that were baptized
by Joseph Smith and the men whom
e had ordained testified to this. They
gald they koew their sins were re-
mitted, for God had glven them a tes-
timony to that effect. They koew
they had received the Holy Ghost, and
they bore testimony to it whereverthey
went. The old union aad love that
characterized the Church of Christ re-
appeared. Men loved each other with
a new love—a love tha! exceeded the
love of woman, s love that exceeded
every love known to man,This hecame
a feature that was hated, because a
people who loved each other,who dwelt
together in union. as the Latter-day
Aaints did, were considered a dan-
srerous people. One of the great chargea
that} is made against ue ls that we love
voe another and that we ¢llng to each
other; we are not divided. Men tfesti-
fied that the gifts were restore1. The
sick were healed. The blind had their
sight restored. The deaf had their ears
upstopped. The old gifts that Jesus
exhorter the people to exercise faith to
obtain reappeared-; not with the power
that they ought to have nppeared in,
because there was unbelief to be con-

tended agaiast, »s there is now.
Faith s Dot obtained in a
moment, [t is a gift, it is true; but
faith grows and increages. It has

grown and increased ino the earth. The
Liatter-day Saints bore testimony that
they had received these gifts. This
excited the animosity of those who
hated them.

It in s remarkable tact that Among
the chief persecuturs of the Lmtter-day
saints were men who professed to be
ministers of religion. Thereare many
Instances in our history of this olass
heading muba, with Weapons in their
Lands, to destroy the people and to
vrive them from their homes, hecause
Yhiey had an unpopular religion aod
«id not worship as they did. They
¢ried as fiarcely for our destruction as
Jid thesame class for the destruction
of our Liotd and Master. Pilate would
have relvased the Bon of God it they
bad let him, instead of Barrabbas; but
they wanted Jesus to be the victim,
pot the robber apd murderer. They
wanted that pure and holy being to be
sacrificed to their rage, and they cried
out for the release of Barrabbas, and
pot the Boo of God. The same ciass
-have incited the people in our day to
ory out for the destructivn of the Li.al-
ter-day Salnts. Not all; but this has
been the characteristic of maoy of
that claps. [pDatead of rejoiclog lo
the news that God had spoken, it has
only caused them to be embittered
agaiost the man who made the declar-
atlon. They never stopped to examine
sr to enquire, like the people of Nipe-
veh did when Jooah went iuto their
fafidst, to see whether there was any
truth in the message or not. But they

‘ought it persistently, and incited

others to do the same, until Joseph
Smith was murdered io cold blood—
slain as other Propbels have been. The
law could oot reach him, it was said,
but powder and lead could; and he was
cruseily martyred, with his brother
Hyrum, and fell a viotim to this apirit
that destroyed Jesus and the A posties.
It seems a straoge thiog that this
should be the case. Ifseems as thoughb
men were not willing to leave it to God
to punish what they allege is heresy.
Thney are not willing that God should
send bad men to hell, as they say we
are, aod pupish them in eterniiy.
They are airaid to trust God to punish
ue, if weare wicked. They want to
take the punishment in their own
own hapds. That is not a right feel-
ing. Ifour doctrine is not of Qod, it
will fall. There is no need to destroy
us, because Gad is able to take care of
His own work and to defend the truth.

1 want to say to the Latter-day
Saints, never give way in the least to
this splrit of persecuting people. They
may teach false doctrine; they may
say things that you know are not trne;
they may pursue a course that you
koow is entirely o} posite to the wiil
of God; but pever you be guilty of
persecution in any form. I have
henrd of boys in this city making sport
of the Salvation Army and ridleuling
it. [ bope they are mot children of
Latter-dny Saints. 1 would just as
soon defend apd filght for them, if
necessary,as I would for anyone =lse,to
have their rights and liberties secured
to them. This is a land liberty.
Every man has the right to Delieve as
he pleases, and to do as he pleases, so
long as his acts do not Interfere with
the rights of his fellow men and he
does pot infringe upon their fibertfes.
Wens a people have suffered from
these things, and we ought to be the
first and forsmost to defend human
liberty. If mean are ln error, they are
to be pitied, not punished, unless they
oalty their errors beyond proper limits
and iufringe npon the liberties of oth-
ers. So lung as their viewsand practices
do not infringe upon the law,they
should be protected in the exerciee of
their rights. I was not in the eity
when the poor creature was lynched
that shot the murshal of this eity—
Andrew Burt; but when [ heard of it
I felt indignant. I do notknow who
it was that was guilty of that; but any-
thing of this kind we should set our
fuces against. There bas heen some
talk in our public newspapers about
vigilauce committees, Not oneof us
should lend his countenance or aid to
anything of that kind, We have
suffered too much from mob viclence
to ever do this. Better suffer inpum-
erable wrongs than to transcend the
limits of the law. A mob is a most
hateful organization. Men do things
under such circumstanges that they
would not dare to do indivldually, and
they shield themselves in the practice
of great wrongs, There should be no
gpirit of this kind indulged in amoog
the Latter-day Saints, We as a people

‘should take = course to show all men

that we have profited by the teach-

ings that the Lord has given unto us,’

He has reveasled unto us the
Gospel. He has given unto us
a testimony coocerning its ordl-

pances. :What a great blesslog it
is to know that we have received the
rem!ssion of our sins through obedience
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to these ordinances, and that we havg
a claimc upon the promises whichk Goy
has made! These things are not left tg
suppoeition eor to imagination. The
effort of the Elders of this Church hng
been to create faith in the minds of the
people. I have always hesitated aboyt
baptizing any man or womsan, io my
ministry among the people abroad
without Impressing upon them, with
all the power that [ had, to seek untg
God toe know for himself and herscjr
that this was the woTk of God. Thg
baptism of hundreds would notamouny
to anything unless they received thay
testimony. It is the privilege of every
huma" being to receive this; for Goy
is a God of revelation. Heis the same
today that He was a thousand yearg
ago, or that He was at the begioning
of creation. He has not grown old. Hg
has not lost his powers. He bhas npt
become deaf. His heart in still moveq
with compassion for Hia children. Hig
voice cano still be heard through Hijg
minister, the Holy Ghost. And whep
you receive the Holy Gbost, God
with you; for he is one of the Godhea-
aod it is the privilege of every ma,,
and woman upon the earth to receivg
the Holy Ghost and have God 'witp,
them, if they will obey the ordinances
which God has prescrihed,

My brethre.. and sisters, if you havg
entered into covenant with God, ag
you have, God will keep His covenantg
You may bess humble and as obsturg
un it id poesible for a human being to be-
but [ say to you God will pever forgef
the cuvenant that he has made with
you, andthat you have made witp
Him. Ifyou bave goue forward ang
obeyed His law, and He hns madg
promises to you, He will fulfil them g
the very letter, and you need never hg
afraid that He will forget them. Bomg
people seem to forget the promiseg
which God has mnade, and they he.
come dlscournged and think they arg
forgotten hy God. I tell youthat Gogy
is watching over all of you. He hgg
made covenants with us, and it is ro
us to exercige faith before Him to havg,
these covenants fulfilled. It is oyy
privilegeto have the gifts that were jp
the Church in ancient days, in greatey
abundance than we have them now
Becanse men and women gef
old and think they are al.
most forgotten, it does not folloy,
that that is the case, Our God has Hiq
eye upon all His children; and it ough,
to be a source of ¢ontinued comfort t,
us that He has made covenants wigh
ue. Unworthy as we are, sinners as w,
are, guilty of many wrongs and wea);
Desses a3 We are, He is ready to forgive,
us when we repent of them., Whe
we were baptized and eovenanted g
keep His commandments, He gav,
unto us a testimony that our sins Werg
remitted. When hapds were laid npoy,
us by the servants of God He bestowegy
upon ua the gift of the Holy Ghost, ayg
we knew it ,and have kpnown It evg
since. [r He condescended to bestyy,
these hlessings upon ns, He will coy
descend still to remember the promiseg
which He has made. He will beuroul.
prayers ip bours of despair and dary_
ness, when it would seem as though we,
were [riendlesy, if we goto Him ap
call upon Him. He isn God pear ,;
hand, aod pot afar ofl. He wjy
help us and open our way before y
And weshquld exercire faith in Hipy’
Thatisthegreat principle that we whoujy



