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I1 MIRETTA

la napoule Is I1 know only a very
little place on the daybay of cannes yet
it tote well known throughout all prov-
ence it lies in the evergreen shadow
of lofty palms and dark orange trees
that however to tell the truth toIs not
what makes it renowned it tois said
that the reddest grapesgraces the sweetestsweetest
roses and the most beautiful maidens
are reared there this I1 cannot af-
firm but in the meantime I1 am
pleased to believe it it Is a pity that
la napoule Isia so small and cannot
produce more red grapes beautiful
roses and beautiful maidens other-
wise there might be some of them in
our own country

if all the la Napoulese women have
been beautiful since the founding of
the town then truly the little Maxmariettaietta
must have been a wonder of wonders
inasmuch as the chronicle makes spe-
cialcial mention of her she was called
indeed the little marietta though she
was not smaller than a child of seven-
teen years and over usually is whose
foreheadfp reaches just to the lips of a
full grown man

the chronicle of la napoule had its
own good grounds torfor telling of marl-
etta

mari-
etta 1 in the place of the chronicle
would have done the same for mari-
etta who had up to this time lived at
avignon with mere manon almost
turned the town up side down when
she returned to the place of her birth
not particularly the houses but the
people and more especially their heads
and not indeed the heads even of all
the people but rather of those whose
heads and hearts when in the pres-
ence of two eyes full of soul are in
danger in such circumstances there
is no jest I1 know it

mere manon would have done better
itif she had remained at avignon but
in la napoule she had a sall in-
heritanceherl tance it included ga small farm
some vineyard and a little cottage
beneath a shadow of a rock in the
midst of olive trees and african aca
iblas such a thing a
widow does not reject now accord-
ing to her idea she waa as rich and as
fortunate as if she were countess rtof
provence or the like

V so much the worse was it for the
they had not expected

ev such a calamity and had never read
in romerhomer that a pretty woman had
been able to bring all greece and asia
minor to arms

II11 HOW misfortune CAME
scarcely had marietta been among

the olive trees and african amaciasacacias a
fortnight before every young la nap
eulese knew that marietta lived there
azaand that not a more charming girl

i dwelt in all provence than in that very
house

when she went through the town
trapping lightly like a disguised angel
tnin the fluttering jacket and pale green
bodice with a cluster of orange blos

and rose buds on her breast and
towersflowers and ribbons waving from her
IMAgreen hatbat which shaded her gentle
tac then all the old people iudsuddenlydenly1became Italkative and the young ones
became dumb everywhere one after
another windows and doors were
opened and everywhere she received a

good morning or good evening

0
tai

marietta and smiling she bowed t
the right and to the left

when she entered the church all
hearts that Is those of the young
men forsook heaven all eyes left the
saints and the praying fingers erred
in telling the beads of the rosary
that truly must often have been a
source of great vexation particularly
to the pious

at such times the young ladies of lanapoule must have been espeespecially
pious for they were mostmast angry of all I1

and it was scarcely to be wondered at
for since Mariettas arrival more than
one betrothed had become cold and
more than one wooer had proved faith-
less to his beloved wherethere were ac-
cordingly everywhere many quarrels
and reproofs many tears lectures and
mittens they spoke no more otof wed-
dings but of separations rings and
bands pledges of their fidelity were
returned the older people mixed in
the quarrels otof their children hate
and strife ran from house to house it
was too bad

marietta is to blame for it all said
the pious maidens then their mothers
said it then their faifathers said it too
and at last even the young men said
it

but marietta screened in modesty
and innocence like the expanding glow
of a rose bud in the dark green of the
calyx suspected nothing of the misery
she had caused and remained kind to-
ward all that moved first the young
men and they said why grieve the
gentle innocent child she is guile-
less then the fathers said it then
the mothers it too and at last all
even the pious maidens said it for
whoever spoke with marietta could not
help being won to her and before a
half year had gone by everyone had
spoken with her and loved her she
however did not believe that she waswaa
so much loved just as before she had
not believed that anyone could hate
her who guesses how much the dark
violet often trod in the grass is
worth

now everybody man and woman
wished to atone for the injustice to
mariettaMardetta sympathy heightened the
tenderness of affection everywhere
marietta was greeted more cordially
smiled to more kindly and more
heartily bidden to the rural gamesgaines and
dances

illIII MALICIOUS COLIN
yet not all men have the sweet gift

of sympathy but axeare hardheartedhard hearted
like pharaoh this comes doubtdoubtlessles
from the natural degeneracy of man
since the first fall or because the
evil one was not disposed of in the
proper manner at baptism

A memorable example of such hard-
heartedness as young colin the rich-
est renter and landowner in la ina
poule who could scarcely traversaltraversel his
vineyards and his orchards of olives
and lemons and oranges in a whole day
and just this process the natural degen-
eracy of his disposition that he was
well nigh twenty seven years old with-
out having once asked himself why a
maide 9 Ad been created

to foebe sure all the people especially
maiden ladies of that uncertain age
in which they gladly overlook faults
held colin to be the best fellow under

I1 the sun his figure his quick frank na-
ture his glance his smile had the
good fortune to please the above men
tinned ladien6 who would have granted
absolution in case of need for any of

which cry to heaven but the
verdict of such judges tola not entirely
to be trusted

while old and young at la napoule

had reconciled themselves to the in-
nocent marietta and had made friends
with her collncolin was the only one who
remained inexorable toward the sweet
girl if the conversation chanced to
turn upon marietta he became as
dumb as a fish if he happened to meet
her in the street he became red and
pale with anger and cast sideways up-
on her veritably withering glances at
evening when the young people as-
sembled on the sea shore near the ruins
of an old castle to engage in friendly
games to lead the rural dance or to
begin a round of songs collncolin was
never found wanting As son as mariet-
ta came however the malicious collncolin
waswaa silent and not all the money in
the world would induce him to sing
again it was a shame for he had a
beautiful voice everyone liked to hear
him and his store of songs was inex-
haustiblehaus tible

all the maidens liked to meet colin
and he was friendly with them all he
had as I1 have already said a roguish
look which the young ladies both
feared and loved and when he
smiled he was a subject torfor a painter
but naturally enough the much in-
sulted marietta did not once look at
him and in that he was perfectly
right whether he smi ledor not it was
aall the same to her of his roguish
look perhaps she had not even hearldheard
and in that she was again right if
he were telling stories and he knew
a great many she teased her neighbors
or sometimes pulled weeds and peltedbelted
pierre or paul and chatted and
laughed hearinghearing nothing that colin
said that wounded the proud fellow
and he often broke off in the midst
of his story and went away melan-
choly

vengence is sweet the daughter of
mere manon might have triumphed
completely but marietta was entirely
too good a child for that her heart waswaa
too tender when colin became silent
she was sorry if he was sad her mer-
riment left her when he went away
she did not long remain and once at
home she wept more sosorrowing tears
than the penitent magdalen and had
not sinned half so much
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father jerome the priest of la na
poule an old man of seventy years had
all the virtues of his order together
with the single fault that he was be-
cause of his age exceedingly hard of
hearing but for that he preached all
the more with edification to thjhb ears
of his children of baptism and ane con-
fessionalfess ional and they all listened to him
gladly to be sure he preached con-
tinually upon two subjects as though
his whole religious creed were con-
tained in them either children love
one another or children wonderful
axeare the dispensations of heaven but
truly in them were included so much
belief love and hope that one might
have become well satisfied with them
alone in case of necessity the chil-
dren loved one another very obediently
and placed their hopes in the dispensa
eions of heaven colin alone stubborn
of heart took no notice of it itif he
was friendly it was only an indica-
tion of his evil intentions

the people enjoy going
to the fair at vence life tois gay there
and if there is little money there are
all sorts of wares now marietta went
with mere manon to the fair collncolin
was likewise there he purchased all
kinds of dainties and trinkets for hisshis
girl friends but not a sou did he
spend for marietta and yet he waswaa
everywhere upon her heels but he did
not speak to her nor she to ham it
was easy to be seen that he was medi-
tating some evil

mere manon was standing in a booth
when suddenly sheahe said 0 marlettemarietta
see this beautiful goblet A queen need
not be ashamed to touch it to her lips


