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DISCOURSE folks went to Moses and sald so-and-so|add unto him the plagues that are

Delivered by Elder Frankiin . Rich
ards, at the Tabernacle, Salt Lake
City, {during the Weneral Confer-
enoe) Sunday morning, April 3rd,
1892.

My beloved *hearers, I am most
deepiy sensitble of the folly of man
undertaking to instruct and to edity
(Glod’s people, except he be fllled with
"the words of lite and faith, and is in-
epired by the Holy Ghost sent down
from heaven. There has been pre-
sented to us & general review of the
couditiou of the work of God in the
earth at the present time, by which we
are reminded of very many reasons
-we have for gratitude to our Heavenly
Father for His manifold mercies unto
us. I think a realizing sense ot His
goodness and our own unworthinens‘is
very necessary for us to entertain, in
order that we may possess that meek-.
ness of spivit and that brokenness of
heart by which the Bpirit shall be

abie to .dwell freely and abundantly |

with us.

There is a principle which isthe very
iife and growth and existence of God’s
people, which is entertained by His
Maints everywhere, and against which
the whole world rises up in decided
opposition, thabt le, the principle of
present and continued revelation,
W ithout this no Saint can grow and
increase in the knowledge of God.
W ithout this the great latter-day work
that has attained its present proportion
would never have reached such a posi-
tion. It is the lifeand vitality of God’s

ople to have the mlulst.ratlons ot the
Eo y Ghost, which takes of the things
of God and shows them unto mankind.
W ithout them, men have been left to
fashion a great many forms of religion,
having, a8 the Seriptures said they
should have, the form of godliness
without the power thereof. As the
body may look nice and lovely even in
death, it isimpotent and goes back to
mother earth. excepl the spirit vital-
izes it, gives it life and animation, fllls
it with its hopes and desires,

When we go forth to the human
family we are confronted with this op-
position at once. It Ia sald to us that
there js to be Do more revelation, and
they try to make us believe that there

abhall be no more. Why, it is
contrary to the spirit that all the
Prophets have entertained. When

men rose up in nnclent Israel and he-
gan to prophesy, some of the holy

i8 prophesyi~g. What was his answer?
Says hey, “Would to God that all the
Lord’s people were Prephets.» That
has been the mense of every true, en-
lightened Prophet of Qod upon the
earth. Tt isaccording to- the promise
whnich Peter set forth at Pentecost, as
‘had been declared by the Prophet Joel,
that in the last days He would pour
out HieSpirlt upon all flesh: “and your
sons and your daughters shall pro-
phesy, your young men shall see
visjons, ana your old,men shall dream
dreams.”’ Let me remind you, my
brethren and slsters, that welive in
the dawning of that day; and it is not
only our privilege, but a duty we owe
to ourselves, to God’s people, and to the
honest in heart throughout the world
who have not heard the Gospel, that
we should nDourish and cultivate this
| spirit of revelation within us con-
-stantly.

Lt is the work of the Holy Bpirit to
‘quicken our spirits. If we are washed
from our sins, and live holy before God
and in the working of that aspirit,
which is unto the sanctifylng of our
bodies and our spirits, we become fAlled
with that light which isto grow, and
ought to grow brighter and brighter
until the perfect day. As we live in a
period of time when troubles, judg-
ments, and soTrows unspeakable are to
be poured out upon the ungodly, and
the righteous can only escape by their
falth, and by standing in holy placeas
without being moved, Jt becomes
everyone that professes the name of
Jesus that they should cultivate this
apirit within them continually. ¢Ye
receive the spirit,*” says the Lord to us
in the latter-days, “by the prayer of
faith.’* Bo, then, we ought with con-
stant prayer, diligence and devotion
to kindle continually the fire on the
altar of our hearta by the faithful keep-
ing of His commandments and living
by every word that proceeds out of the
mouth of God, so that this may con-
tinue to wwnrm and enlighten our
minds, that we may become baptized
by the Holy 8pirit and by the fire of
the Lord. P

But they tell ua, when we talk of
these things, that the Hcriptures say
we must not have any more revelation.
By their ignorance and misuunder-
standinge they wrest the Beriptures,not
knowing thie Gospel nor the power of
God. They say, it is given in the last
chapter of Revelations: “If any man

shall add unto these things, God shall

written in this book, and {f any man
shall take away from the words of the
book of this prophecy, God shall take
raway his part out ot the bnok of life,
and out of the holy city, and from the
tbings which are written in this book.”®
Very true; so it is and so it will be.
The Prophet Moses left it on record in
Deuteronomy that there should be
nothing added to that law which was
given unto them. Itis wrltten twice
in Deuteronomy, ‘““Ye shall not add
unto the word which I command you,
peither shall ye disuinish ought from
it.” Buppose that meant there should
be no more revelation, what are youn
going to do with these great prophe-
ciea of Isalah, of Jeremjah, of Ezekiel,
of Daniel, and all the holy Prophets
that came after? [f that was a per.
petusal injunction against further reves
lation, how could the Bavior come, in
contravention of this law that He had
given to Moses, and declare His whole
system of salvatlon to us, which was
from hefore the foundation of the
world, originated in the eternities, to
bring life and immortality to light,
any lead us, if we will be led by it,
unto the eternity that shall come after
the angel shal) declare that time shall
be no longer? He had reference only
to that book; they had no business to
add to thatlaw. The Prophets never
belleved, the Church of God never
realized, that there was ahy restraint
upon the spirit of revelation. But
they held, as we hold, that without it
there was po life, no God. And this
saying of the Apostle in Revelations,
means adding to that book of Revela-
tions. The people for a long time had
many different books, or rather manu-
Beripts, till they were gathered up and
put together. Paul did not understand
that all these old Beriptures were
wrong, He sajd tn Timethy, “From a
child thou bast known the holy scrip-
tures, which  are asle to make thee
wise unto saivation.?” These scriptures
were necessary down to his time. Just
80 with the Bavior, His inspiration
and volume of eternal truth was
necessary. And it §e just as necessary
now that the people of God should be
filled with the light of revelation, and
without it they can make np advance-
ment in divioe iife, 4

The Prophet Joreph, ' when dedlcat-
Ing the first Temnple of this dispensa-
tion, in Nauvou, March 1838, pre-
sented the Twelve Apostles that

had been appoinled and consecrated to



