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audberAnberni are inin good health and spirits
and prospects are bright for the accod

ment of much good among this
cind hearted people with the comple-
tion of a pumping plant now in course
of construction it is hoped that the
temporal condition of the mission will
he materially improved

EDWIN C DIBBLE

FROM AN ELDER IN INDIANA

carrol county indiana
april 1897

I1 left home in Taylorstaylorsvilleville salt
ukelake county june 1896 jorfor a
mission to the northern states with
headquarters at cumberland maryland
on arriving there I1 stood as one left
alone in theth wide world with no one in
allfehtht that I1 knew and did not know
which way to turn I1 prayed to the
lord to direct me and startstar ed out I1 knew
notmot where I1 was led into the ticket
office and there the agent pointed to
elder cornelius Richrichardsonrichardardionson president
of the conference and to elders A J
allenalien and P gillespie thus my prayer was
answered brother allenalien told me after-
wards that the spirit of the lord held
him there and he felt that it was all right
isas soon as I1 came I1 was assigned to
work in alleghanyalleghenyAlleghany county with elder
allenalien and in october was sent into car-
roll county with elder george M white
of mill creek where we have been la-
boring ever since traveling without purse
or scrip gridand meeting with many good
kind friends we findafind a good bit of op-
position and people ccloseose their houses
against us but we keep up a housebouse to
house visit thus coming before the
nekole and are instruments in the hands
of ththe lord in putting down much
pprejudiceudicethethe NEWS comes regularly and isis read
with much interest

although tumy health has not been as
abood as I1 woudwould like it to be yet I1 am
ilesirous of doing my duty

ALPHONSO M PALMER

LETTER FROM OKLAHOMA

Lax INGTON cleveland co oklahoma
april 1897

I1 left my home in montpelier bear
lake county idaho in company with
charles A robison for a mission to the
indian territory we left salt lake
cityalty september 3rdard 1895 for this part
of the lords vineyard the first year
I1 labored in chickasaw nation indian
territory and since then in oklahoma
territory since leaving my home in
the west chaveI1 have gained mandexmany ex

ces I1 feel proud to say chatthat weCrienaveve one of the most progressive mis-
sions in the world at the present time
etere are ten elders laborinlaboring in the
oklahoma conference in februaryfebruary
elder andrew kimball attended our lit-
tle conference and the many valuable
instructions that we rreceivedeived from him
as our president weree beyond price
Rtheyey opened our eyes and quickened
our understanding and by obedience we
have been able to surmount obstacles
and a glorious work is bbeing performed
elders travel here withoutut purse or
cripp and receive good treatment all

ridderers are enjoying the best of health in
wethis part of the mission

since last conference I1 have been
g with elder franklin raleigh in
id county oklahoma territory

adeer entering our field of labor we
prated the lord to soften the hearts of
the people toward us the way has
been opened up for a good workand we
have had but very little difficulty in get-
ting meetings alterafter holding a series of
twenty one meetings we got the people
pretty well interested and a great many
began to come over to our way of think
ing

the ath day of april 1897 bound us
on the banks of the south canadian
river atterafter singing a baptismal hymn
brayer was offered by elder franklin
raleigh we spoke torfor a few moments
on the subject of baptism to about forty
listeners I1 baptized brother jefferson

there are a great many who are inin-
vestigatingvestigating the truth of the gospel and
I1 believe that in the near future we will
be able to reap a great harvest elders
miner and daldalley1ey are with us at thet he
present time they are traveling
through the various conferences we
spoke to a large audience last night and
will hold meetings here until monday
morning then all wend our way to T C

where we will hold our
midsummer conference

we have had a very beautiful spring inin
this part everything is looking nice
and green and good prospects for heavy
crops CHARLES M HOLMES

PRESIDING IN INDIAN TERRITORY

BLACKGUM cherokee nation I1 T
april 1897

As we have the privilege otof reareadingcling
your valuable paper once in two or three
weeks it gives us great joy and satis-
faction to know of the success attending
the earnest labors of the elders in their
various fields of labor

on receiving word from our late
worthy president eider andrew kim-
ball to select a suitable place in this
part for our coming conference we set
out from illinois station april we
walked to this placeolace holding a meeting
on our way at copple settlement we
found the saints of blackgumBlack gum about
thirty in number in good spirits and en-
joying thithe blessings of the gospel
theaney were making preparations to emi-
grate to colonia juaner mexico we
held three meetings with them and en-
joyed the privilege and spirit as none but
saints can enjoy it A time being setet
for uau to meet them again and organize
for their trip we journeyed on holding
a meeting at thedie residence of a brother
john davis on the evening of the ath I1

with an attendance of over twenty non
members the spirit of our calling was
poured outbut upon us and at the cloe of
our meeting one of our earnest listeners
applied for baptism for this our hearts
were filled with gratitude to our creator
the weather being cold and stormy a
time was set to attend the sacred ordi-
nance on our return

we traveled down the arkansas river
through much mud and water to tama
haw where we paid twenty cents just
received for a hymn book sold and the
ferryman put us over the river during
a heavy windstorm we were kindly
received and lodged in the town by one
mr McGee who invited us to call again

not being able to hold a meetmeetingng
there we walked fifteen miles to iron
bridiebridge where we had an appointment
to preach in their meeting house satur-
dayda evening

on reaching the sans bois river near
the town we found it high and over

flowing its banks we explained to the
good natural berrymanterryman our mode of trav-
el without purse or scrip and asked him
to put us on the opposite bank but he
would not as his boat was not built for
preachers at that moment the proprie-
tor drove up and on referring the mat-
ter to him liehe replied that hebe did not
want religion but wanted money it
looked as if trouble was in store for us
and that we should not be able to fill our
appo nt ments we trusted in the lord
and not in vain for there appeared on
the scene a former friend mr Williiwilliamsalis
who paid our fare and we went on our
way rejoicing wewe were kindey enter-
tained by this mr will ams and at the
appointed time found an audience of
over eighty waiting to bear us preach

we were blessed with the spirit of the
lord and at the doclo iee of our meeting
were given the privilege of holding two
meetings in the same building insunon sun-
day

our sunday meetings were held with
an attendance of one hundred and forty
good and anxious listeners and theythe
said come again 12 they also favoredfavo
us by rendering someome good singing for
our meetings thisais we were in a condi-
tion to appreciate although we both
sang like birds but could not think of a
tune exactly suited to all the hymns we
would be pleased to sing

monday we walked eighteen miles to
the town of sans bois in the choctaw
nation there we were welcomedomeA uyy
mr J H bristow an earnest searcher
for truth the next morning we mado
our way to theahr governor of the nation
As hebe owned the church we had hopes
of securing its use he referred us to
the minister in charge who found too
many excuses we again went to the
governor this time he received us
more kindly saying the church is hot inia
my care but there is the court house
it is mine and you may use it the
people here become so anxious and in-
terestedte that we held a course of five
meetings with an attendance otof eighty
at some ot them our tongues were
loosed and our prayers were answered
by an outaoutpouringring ot the spirit of god
upon us welwe were made powerful in
testimony to the convincing of several
honest in heart two of whom applied tortar
baptism this ordinance we gladly ad-
ministered with hearts of gratitude to
our master for his goodness and bluebless-
ing to us

we left on saturday amid theth manmanyyilsgood wishes of crowds ot frierfriends wittwith1

a hearty goodbye and grasp of the hand
as they cried come back soon as you
can that daydav we reached whitefield
a distance of twelve miles secured the
commodious school house from the trus-
tees while the minister did what he
could to prevent it we canvassed the
town and at 8 p mw found an audience
of eighty avefive anxious to listen we
were again blessed with the power
given usup from above and treated of the
first principles of the gospel the
people listened with marked attentionattention
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and friends invited jus home but wew
were led to leave the town that night
we called on the ferryman who had re-
tired for the night he daday rowed us
over the beautiful south canadian river
under the light of a Itlogloriousrious moon this
trip over the sparkling water belted byb
thehe beautiful forest trees interspersedinters persel
with the blossoms of the wild fruit trees
and many variegated flowers was a
sight not soon to be torforgottengetten by men


