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jikaragedses I1inn a sevensevere aad sangsanguinary
sandfaid to handband fight the one mad cdesire
off each combatant Is to kill or severely
malm hisbis opponent even though he be
gl man whom he has never seen before
atlo hasbaa done him no harm and

against whom he can have no personal
yet notwithstanding he

moizes him by the throat and runs his
sword through the most vulnerable
part or he dashes Ms brains out with
the butt of his rifle and then immell

throws himself upon the next
man in a frenzy of rage and cleaves
JOSills skull in twain or nearly severssevere hihis
bead from his body continuing if
fortunate in escaping serious wounds

to kill and malmmaim all within his
reach with fierce and violent fury un-
til drenched with gore his own and
lite en he only ceases his slaug-
hter when the victory having been won

laIs no more fighting to be done
4 but now the man who a fewfera hours

before was mad with rage and fury
imbruing himself in the blood of his
foes Is transformed into an angel of
mercy and is helping and alleviating
tawfai pain of perhaps the very men

previously he had been savagely
fighting giving one a cup otof water to
assuage his parching thirst holding up
the head of another who is in his death
agony andad gently placing him down
when all is over and doing his utmost
to relieve and to succor the wounded

y and the dying around him
and what a spectacle must now be

imagination must altogether
tall to realize the horrors of such a

f charnel houhouse of hideous death and
agony thousands of human beings in

affo last throes of anguish heaped on
lr each other in great throbbing piles of

dead and dying the air filled with
and prayers and alas with

and cries for help or for
IL waterr and the choking death rattle
M n g aallI1 around but enough A

yh must be drawn over the gruesome
r scene and the imagination must de

sigg from attempting to picture it
n A battle at sea or a bombardment of

al91 fortress by men of war while someSOMA

attended by great bloodshed yet
necessarily be calculated to

sa aubee less violent and raging passion
andad fury than a hand to hand fight
uvonmon land a bombardment however

c of aavax unprotected coast town must be
A cruel affair and it is to be hophopeded
amat the humanity of christendom

t ach has decreed that those who use
jj essly cruel missiles shall be con

B belnerbeing outside the pale of
civilized nations will before long u-
nsdar certain safeguards decree that un-

ified and open towns
II11 not be exposed to bombardment

apsfps a single battleshipbattle shipamp armed with
SFgreatt guns could without the slightest
bury to itself in a shortabort time destroy
t homes of thousands of peaceable

for these gigantic pieces
at0 ardordnancenance throw with precision an
iron missile weighing a ton to a als
elwoe of more than five miles every

of the powder Is as large as a
sir sized lumpjump of coal and the roar

at the great bolt cleaving itsita furious
course through the air is like the up

of inn earthquake the rush of air
near the gun being so great that every
fault not securely fixed to the head is

off while if the missiles are
cabelleWlie charged with dynamite the

d destruction and desolation
f hleb must ensue where they strike
ni mt be appalling churchesdhu schools

F razed to the ground in one great
uel ruin

at when an answer Is vouchsafed
to the dallydaily prayer of christendom

asar Iring dom come then will swords
catesiI1 catetenii into ploughsharesplough shares and spearsappears

tuning hooksbooks and then will the
pee of peace reign over a renewed

trottfrom which war has been ban
wdand in which many of those who

axeare now serving himH hn and walking inrighteousness will be allotted special
positions near him of startling honor
and power

A CHEMICAL laboratory of
THE GODS

iquiqueaquique chile july 30 1898 for thepast three weeks I1 have been traveling
through a vast chemical laboratory of
the gods I1 have ridden over miles of
elalplains covered with salt have visitedlakes of the whitest borax have wound
in and out among mountains rich intin copper and silver and now write
almost in the midst of the vast nitrate
fields of chile like unto which there isianothing on the face of the earth

leaving the silver mining town otoforuro bolivia I1 came down the moun-
tains on the littlelatue narrow
connects that town with the seaport
of antofagastaAntofagasta the distance Is
miles or about as great as that be-
tween new york and cleveland the
track is only two feet six inches wide
and the road is I1 believe the longest
one of this guage in the world the
cars are of the Ameriamericancaly style having
been built in massachusetts the seats
on one side of the car are not wider
that a kitchen chair and on the other
where they are supposed to hold two
not more than thirty inches it was
in fact more like riding in a toy car
than on the through trunk line which
forms the only rail connection between
two great countries still the road laIs
smooth and well laid its ties are otof
oregon pine and the stations upon it
are as a rule built of corrugated iron
from europe the fares are exceed-
ingly high I1 paid 51 silver dodollarsI1lars for
my tickettacket and in addition 36 extra
baggage as nothing whatever Is al-
lowed free my meals at the dining
stations each cost me in silver
and when I1 stopped at night as I1 was
forced to do twice on the road the
hotel rates were 4 per day the chief
purpose of the road is to carry
the silver and other metals to the sea-
coast the most of the cars of our
train were loaded with little chunks
of silver ore and we passed train loads
of tin on its way to the pacific

it was a ride through a desert short-
ly after leaving oruro we entered the
salt plains of bolivia these are of
vast extent lining the roads for hund

few places between oruro and th sea
where the grogroundund is not more or lesslees
mixed with salt and in some districts
it covers the land like a sheet of dirty
white snow along some parts bf the
line it looks hard and icy and you feel
like jumping off the cars for a skate
at others it lies like gullies and again
it only sprinkles the ground and a
ragged growth of shrubbery vegetation
struggles up through it the road
runs for nearly the whole of its length
through a desert valley and this salt
reareachesches away on each side to the hills
here and there along the road are lakes
upon which seem to be floating great
cakes of icefee the eakescakes are not icefee
however they are borax and in the
great borax lake of As cotan bolivia
there is enough borax to wash the
heads of all humanity this lake has
it is estimated more than tons
of pure borax ready to be shipped to
the markets of the world I1 saw it on
my left asan I1 rode over the railroad on
the way to the coast it is about six
miles square and the borax in it lies
in great massesmasseff which when taken
out look for all the world like the fin-
est of pure white spun silk wadded up
or woven into lumps the stuff ifia
borax of limelim amalabid Is not soBO good I1

am told as the borax that comes from
similar lakes in california still it isi
of considerable value for the lake naffhas
just been sold to a syndicate of ger
mans for pounds sterling

this lake however is not a drop in
the ocean compcomparedaxed with the enormousenormout
value of the nitrate fields through
which I1 crossed as I1 neared the pacific
these fields extend north and south
through this part of chile for a distance
of more than three hundred miles and
their product is so valuable that they
almost pave the desert of chile with
gold they have produced millions upon
millions of tons of nitrate of soda and
it is estimated baat more than twelve
hundred thousand tons of nitrate will
be shipped from them this year theth
value of these nitrate deposits runa
high into the millions of dollars when
they were in the hands of the peruvians
they were rich and now they to
chile as a result of her war with peru
she gets more than half her revenue
from the export duty which she col-
lects from them the working of the
fields Is in the hands of foreigners and
more than one hundred million dollars
worth of english capital is invested in
the great oficinasinas or factories by means
of which the nitrate is taken from the
earth and prepared forthefor the markets of
the world vast fortunes have been
made out of these nitrate fields I1 met
in england some years ago the late
col north the nitrate king and visited
him at his magnificent country place
at eltham near london he lived there
like a prince and was at the time fairly
rolling in wealth all of his moneytooney was
made in this region and his champagne
which he had at dinner though its taste
showed no evidence of the fact was
effervescent with nitrate of soda thenitrate which the united states im-
ported from this iquiqueaquique district alone
in 1897 cost more than haree million
gold doll arsand the amount was more
than two hundred and thirty four
million pounds the greater part of this
has gone into the making of powder and
high explosives and much of it has al-
ready been used in the war with spain
another part of it has been sold as
fertilizers and is now enriching the
soil of american farms it Is as a fer-
tilizer that the chief demand for the
nitrate comes the bulk of the product
going to germany where it is used tnin
the growing of the sugar beet just
now however the nitrate business is
not as prosperous as it has been A
number of the factories are idle and
the markets are overstockedoverstocked

my first view of the nitrate fields was
on the railroad going to antofagastaAntof agasta
the deposits in that part of chillchili how-
ever are not so good as those further
north and I1 have taken ship and come
to aquiqueiquique which is the chief shipping
portt of the best nitrate fields of the
world I1 have traveled from here to
some of the richest fields and have
spent a day at the great nitrate

I1 of the agua santa company haa
a capital of and which pro-
duces millions of pounds of nitrate a
month but before I1 describe the meth-
od of getting this product out of the
earth let me show you where these
wonderful fields are in the first place
the word fields Is misleading in con-
veys the idea of fences and fixed bound
arles the nitrate fields ateare scattered
over the desert and their only bound-
arieses axeare white posts at the corners of
the different properties outside otof
these there are no marks there is not
enough waste wood in the whole desert
to make a line fence about a city lot
there tois not a blade of grass and
the exception of here and there 9a scrub-
by tree all Is bare gray desolatedesolute
sand with here and there a
rock has caught the rays of the sunam
there are few more barren places in
the world than the chilean desert the
boasts of the upper part ofat the country


