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SEEKING EARTH'S CENTRE AND
COMMUNICATING WITH MARS.

A REPORTLER of the Washington Star
learned recently that a scienficit
scheme of some importatice was being
agitated among men of pote in that
city. Duriog the last two congresees
eflorts” have been made by several
mewmbers to obtain an appropriatibn for
boring a hole in the earth several miles
in depth, The belief prevails among
mauny thal immense treasures lie hid-
den jn the bosom of mother earth, npd
that boring is the only method by
which its secret stores can be dis-
closed.

According to the theory of geologists
the center of the earth le largelye om-
posed of metals. It is held that dur-
ing the process of covling, the heavy
substancer sought, or gravitated to the
middle, while those found on the sur-
face are but mere accidental detritions,
or fraxments of the main bodies. It is
supposed that because of the lizhtness
of the yurth’s crust, which only weighs
two apd ono-half times as much as
water, and of the heavioesa towards
the centre, where the average welght
of things 15 eluven times that of water;
therefore iron, gold and platinum must
abound ino the interior of this globe or
planet.

At a place called Spelling in Ger-
many & pit for sclentific purposes has
Leen sunk to the depth of one mile, but
waterrushed ineo rapidly that opera-
tions had to be suspended, and nothing
of importance has been learned, At
Wheeling, W. Va..a well is now being
bored, which is already three-fourths
of a mile in depth. But ali that has
80 {ar been learped from deep borings
js that the heat of the giobw increases
one degree for every 80 feetin depth, -

The theoty of scientists 1s that at
twenty miles beneath the earth’ssur.
face all is llguid. The purpose of the
present scheme |3 to bore tothat depth,
and ascertain the truth of that theory.
The boring is to be made on some vast
prairie so that in case the liguid fire
when touched sbould rush to tbe sur-
face peither life mor peoperty would
be en iangered. It issaid that the pro-
position will come before the next

Congress in s atter of fact form, and
that there is a good chance for an ap-
propriation.

The New York Journal has an ar-
ticle on anotherpubject which is more
astonighing than that of boring to
the earth’s centre. The plapet Mars
ia 224,000,000 miles from the earth.
it is thought by scientists that Mars
is inbabited by buman beings, and the
investigations made with recently
constructed  high-power telescopes
seem to confirm the belief. It haes a
twenty-four hour day, and s climate
adopted for human beinga to dwell in.
The theory that it is inhabited ia more
thano a century old. Bir Williaino Her-
schell some sixty years ago announced
that he had observed aseries of bright
flashes from the surface of Mars, the
result either of a volcano or of at-
tempts by its people to communicate
with this earth,

Recently the piece of the great
Beverrier in her will bequeathed $20,-
000 to the person who would succeed in
communicating with another planet or
star. This bequest has caused a re-
newel of interest in Mars, and astron-
‘omere are taking up the matter serious-
ly. The Russian government will be
asked for the use of BSiberia to
carry out sigoals whiech will be
likely tn attract the aitention
of astronomers on that plunet,
ifany such exist there. The plan isto
construct a vaet isometrical triangle,
which cannot be mistaken for a vol-
cano, and which must challenge the
astronomere in the other sphere. They
will be likely to respond in some simi-
lar way, and a system of flash tele-
graphy can be established.

It would be refreshing to know what
the people of Mzrs are doing, and what
the political situation there is. It
would be delightful to learn that Con-
gressinen there do not wear socke, and
that there is mo bribery at elections.
In addition to this we might havea
stream of molten gold fl)wing ioto the
basin of the Colorado desert, What
more could the most ambitlous or
avaricious of ns desire.

PRISON POPULATION.

AOCORDING to census bulletin 95,
the total number of prisoners in county
jails Junel, 1880, was 19,538, In 1880
the pumber reported was 12,601, These
figures show an increase in ten years of
6,847 prisoners in county jails lo the
United Btates, The increase in the
totanl population was about 256 per cent.
but the ingrease in prisoners in county
jails was very pearly 54 per cent. In
1880 the ratio of prisoners in county

jails to the popuirtion was 253 in each

million; to 1860 it was 312. The in-
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crease, therefore, has been 59 to the
million. The largest increase has been
in the North Atlantic divlsion, where
it was 85 to the million.

‘The tabulation of prisoners according
to color shows 13,961 white and 5577
colored.” In the latter category are jn-
cluded Chinese and Indians. The
figures are 4427 pure pegroes, 901 mu-
lattoes, 131 Chinese and 118 Indians.

1o respeet to nativity, not including
the colored prisoners, who may all be
supposed to be patives {except the
Chinese), of the 13,861 white prisoners
9684 are native born, 3765 forelgn born,
and the place of hirth of 512 is un-
koown.

The native white prisoners are divid-
ed Into four sub classes, ns followa:
5265 bad both parents native; 625 had
one parent native and one parent for-
elgn born; 2734 had both parents forelgn
born, and in 1056 cases the birthplace
of one or both parents Is unknowu, Of
the prisouers with one parent fgreign
born, 259 had a forelgn-born mother
380 had a foreigo-born father,

It wapstated in the bulletin with
regard to the penitentiary convicts
whose birthplace and parentage are
known, that the foreign-horn ele-
ment, the colored element, and
the npative white element eagh
furnished about one-third of a]] the
inmates of our state prisons and peni-
tentiariea, The same remark applies
to the County jail, the preponderance
telng slightly in favor of the foreign-
borno élement,

Io respect to sex, 17,801 are men and
1,737 are women.

The only 8tate in which there has
been an absolute decrease of Jaf]
ptisoners {8 Vermont. There has been
n decrease relatively to the total
population In pine other Btatea and
Territorien, namely, California,
Dakbta, the Distrigt of Columbia,
Iilloois, DMaryland, Ohjo, Oregon,
Texagsand Wyoming. The decrease
has been silight.

The reiative ns well as abwolute ip-
crease in the other States and Terri-

tories i8 a etriking faet in the
prison  statisties of 1390, Gen-
erally speaking it bas been larg-
est in States with amall population,

18 mny be seen by the following teat,
in which the figures given represent
the relative increasnc compared with
each million of the total population:
Arizora, 1,058, Montana 873, Rhode
Island 493, Nevada 393, Florida 371,
Deiaware 273, Colorado2'-!5 Idaho 228,

New Mexico, 218; Maine and Utah
(each) 172, Mh,lngan and Tenpessee
(each) 57, Peunaylvama 47, New York
468, Washington 45 apd Towa 14,

The debt of New York thy ia $80,-

000,000,



